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. PREFACE. 

JLn the earliest records of English History ^ 
Ebor^ EBORACUM3 or Fork 9 is represented as 
a place of great importance; and^ in the 
zenith of meridian splendour^ it was the re- 
sidence of Imperial poiver^ and the legis- 
lative seat of the Roman Empire. Hence 
we may readily suppose^ especially when 
the ancient historic accoonts of this city 
are contrasted with those of liondon^ that 
York far exceeded in dignity and x^nse* 
qnence, if not in popnlation and extent^ the 
present capital of the British Empire^ at that 
period. 

The removal of the Imperial conr^ from 
York to Constantinople^ and the decline of 
the Roman empire in Britain^ operated pow- 
erfifUy against this city ; and the subsequent 
devastations and ravages of war^ frequently 
involved her noble fabrics in desolation. 
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T{ PREFACEt 

Few are the instances of any place having 
30 often^ phcemx4ike, risen again out of 
it's own ashes; or under such reiterated 
find complicated scenes of distress, having 
inaintained^ for so many ages^ it's scale of 
importance. Stilly Eboracum was signa- 
lized as the northern metropolis, being fre- 
quently the residence of kings; and though 
at present much less populous than some 
other places, York continues to rank as the 
second city in England. 

It is therefore a natural consequence, that 
Eboracum has employed the pens of several 
writers, who at different times, have pre- 
sented the public with histories of a city so 
eminently distinguished ; not only by it's 
ancient superiority, but by the events which 
have transpired within it's precincts ; or have 
been ultimately connected with it's history. 

Amongst the various publications of this 
nature, ^^ Brokers EhoracunC^ has hitherto 
»tood decidedly unrivalled; and as it* can 
very rarely be obtained, the author may 
Y^pture to appeal to the best informed on 
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the subject, if a history of this city, adapted 
io the reigning taste, and also calculated for 
the libraries of the affluent^ has not long 
been mach wanted. 

To have republished Drake^s Eboracum^ 
in two yols. quarto, with elegant plates^ and 
with such additions and alterations^ as circum- 
stances might demand, was the author's ori- 
ginal design. With a view of ascertaining 
the probability of success, in such an under- 
taking, a prospectus was issued ; but^ from 
the pressure of the times, and the local 
nature of a great part of that laborious 
work^ the proposals did not meet with so 
extensive a patronage, as might haye been 
anticipated under more fayorable circum- 
stances. 

To the several noblemen^ and other lite- 
rary characters, who politely sanctioned that 
measure, by forwarding their names as sub- 
scribers to the work, and as patrons of it^ the 
author is, however, bound most respectfully 
to tender his sincere and grateful acknow- 
ledgments* 
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Unwilling to abandon his design altogether^ 
and, havings in his capacity as editor of a 
weekly political journal^ many leisure hours^ ^ 
in which the mind is disposed eagerly to 
embrace a change from the routine of usual 
avocations, and some relaxation from a sub- 
ject that is not always of the most pleasing 
nature, the author at length concluded to 
prepare an entirely new history of £bor^ the 
city of his residencie. In performing this 
task, he certainly has been indebted to the 
preceding works; but he has incorporated 
with all the most interesting matter they 
contain, much original information, derived 
from valuable ancient manuscripts, and other 
authentic records, as well as from the 
friendly communications of several gentle-* 
men in York. 

One of these manuscripts was a private 
register of public events, commenced at a 
very early period, and continued by that 
eminent phyi^ician. Dr. White, till his de- 
cease; for the use of which, the author is 
indebted to the doctor's sister, who now re* 
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sides in this city. Another manuscript was 
presented to the author's Father^ by the late 
' Sir John Ingilby^ bart., of Ripley Castle^ in 
this county. 

From these various sources of information, 
have been derived many advantages; to 
which the writer has been able to furnish 
considerable accessions, by personally visit- 
ing every remaining object of interest. — 
This minute investigation, has also been the 
means of satisfying himself, as to the authen- 
ticity of all his descriptions. 

A oelebratcMl writer remarks: ^^ The his- 
tories of a town, a nation, and a man, are 
little more than registers of human woes.'' 
Abstractedly considered, especially with re • 
gard to the objects of early history, such 
records are, too frequently, the painful duty 
of the historian: yet, as the same author 
observes : ^^ The convulsions of nature, and 
the enormities of man — the war of elements, 
and the subversion of empires, are all ad- 
mirably directed, by the controling influence 
of the D£iTY, to the great purposes of sup- 
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porting the moral interests of the worlds and 
of impressing the heart with the truths of 
Religion/^ 

From this position^ few will dissent. Nor 
is it one of the least among the many con- 
solatory effects of the Christian Religion^ 
that^ in contemplating the barbarous scenes^ 
even of the most enlightened ages of Heathen 
idolatry^ there is much to contrast with the 
system which Christianity has introduced, 
OTon in the present imperfect adoption of it's 
benign principles. Much more remains for 
them yet to accomplish^ respecting which 
may be adopted the exclamation of the cele* 
brated Dr. Young : 

** Was man to lice co-eval with the Sun, 
The patriarch pupilf mould be learning still P* 

These lines may also be applied to the 
discoveries^ that have eyolved in modem 
times^ and cast a light even on ancient his- 
tory. Hence we may conceive that the re^ 
volving years which have passed^ since the 
former histories of York were published^ ia 
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addition to the events which have occurred 
in that period^ must furnish fresh matter, 
claiming the notice of an author^ and de- 
serving the attention of the public. 

Not fully estimating these sources of in- 
telligence, the writer originally contem- 
plated this history being published in one 
volume ; but, in the prosecution of his work, 
both from the bulk and other circumstances, 
it has been found most eligible to print the 
General History ^ and the Description of the 
City J each in a separate volume, as well as 
in distinct parts. 

This arrangement affords a material ad« 
vantage to the stranger, and even to the ci- 
tizen who may be inclined to visit any of the 
interesting objects that York now exhibits. 
The Description of the City^ which contains 
an accurate plan, being divested of the 6re- 
neral History^ forms a volume, sufficiently 
portable to accompany the reader as a Guide j 
by which he may judge what objects are the 
most worthy of his notice. 
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The seyeral copperplate and wood en* 
gravings dispersed throughout this work^ are 
chiefly from drawings by Mr. H. Cave^ and 
executed by some of the first artists in the 
kingdom. These will enhance it's value to 
the generality of readers^ especially when 
we consider^ that the mouldering hand of 
time, which has already involved in ruin 
many productions of superior art^ and many 
monuments of antiquity, is still proceeding 
in it's work of desolation ! and the firm and 
stately palace, as well as the tottering ivy- 
bound ruin, must, along with ourselves^ 
soon disappear beneath it's corroding power. 
Whilst we acknowledge the truth of this 
position, we cannot but confess there is a 
laudable utility in handing down to succeed- 
ing ages, correct representations of the mo- 
numents of former ingenuity ; which may 
not only excite admiration, but also serve 
as objects of future emulation. 

Independently of this view, it will be ad- 
mitted that no description impresses en the 
imagination^ so clear an idea of the peculiar 
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features of any object^ as the pencil of the 
artist. But^ the just estimation of this ad- 
vantage^ which the present age exhibits^ 
precludes further observation on the sub- 
ject. 

Disencumbered of much which is not only 
purely local, but which is also uncongenial 
to the taste of most readers in modern times, 
yet containing all that is interesting, the 
author trusts the present History of York 
will gratify the admirers of antiquity, and 
every one who feels an interest respecting 
a city, which has been so conspicuous for a 
long succession of ages; and^ at the same 
time, will prove an interesting historic re- 
cord to the more general observer. 

In closing this prefatory address, the 
author may safely add, that, throughout the 
whole work, he has endeavoured to divest 
himself of every political partiality, in order 
to render it acceptable to all his fellow- 
citizens, and to the public at large; on whose 
candour and liberality, he flatters himself he 
can with confidence rely ; hoping, that how- 
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ever this history may partake of the impei<^ 
fections of all haman efforts^ it will meet with 
a favourable reception in the present day^ 
and, at a future period, may contribute to the 
information or amusement of many; and 
be read with interest^ when the hand that 
is writing shall have mouldered into dust, 
and long after the immortal principle bj 
which it is actuated, has departed to it s 
peaceful — it's eternal home. 
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** I have Ken the wallt of Balclatha— hot they were deaoUite ! The fire 
hftd reaouiidcd in the halb, and the voice of the warrior ia heard no more." 

Otiian. 



SECTION I. 

SUaaUon—^Antiquity-^Etymologyy Similarity to Rome, 
Oeneral History to the Saxon Heptarchy. 



i^ O city or town, in the united kingdoms, can 
present to the Author so great a variety of won- 
derful events, for enriching the page of history ; 
or exhibit to the Antiquary so many mouldering 
relics of former ages, as York, the ancient and 
venerable capital of the North, and the second 
city in the British Empire. 

It's situation is nearly in the centre of this 
Island, at the confluence of the rivers Ouse and 
Foss, at the distance of 198 miles from London, 

B 
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IS HISTORY OF THJB 

and 201 £rom Edinburgh ; in one of the richest^ 
the most delightful, and the most extensive vales 
in Europe. 

The antiquity of York is almost beyond the 
limits of calculation, and the etymology of it's 
name can be approached, only by the dim rays 
which issue from the lamp of conjecture. On 
this subject, Mr. Drake, it's principal historian, 
makes the following observation: ^^ The ety- 
mology of the name of York, encompassed with 
such difficulties and uncertainties, must however 
be an evident token of the great antiquity of the 
place ; and, if not as old as London, it is nearly 
coeval with that city, whose derivation is as little 
understood." 

That the existence of York, as a town or city, 
may be traced higher than the days of Agricola, 
can admit of but little doubt. According to 
Monkish tradition, Ebraucus, son of Mempricius, 
the third from Brute, first king of Britain, 
founded a city north of the Humber, about 983 
years before the Christian era, when David 
reigned over Judah. This place, from his own 
name, he called Kaer-Ebrauc, or the city of 
Ebraucus, and we may reasonably suppose this 
city to have been York. 
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Tradition further adds, that he there built a 
Temple, to Diana ; in which he himself sat as 
the first Arch-flamen ; and that, after a long and 
prosperous reign ^ over the Britons, finding the 
hour of death rapidly approaching; in the 
agonies of dissolving nature, he commanded that 
his body should be interred within the Temple 
he had erected*. 

Without questioning the veracity of this tra- 
dition, or the probability of the word £boracum, 
the ancient name of York, having originated 
from such a source, the other various opinions^ 
which have been entertained respecting it's de- 
rivation, will be stated* The first which we 
shall present to the reader, has been considered 
by several eminent literary characters, as the 
most probable. 

In Portugal, is a town, called Ebora — In 
Andalusia, is also Ebura; to the former if 
you add c, which, in the language of the 
Gauls, merely denotes the diminutive, it will 
make the word Eborac ; and the last syllable um^ 

* The curious old church, in St. Helenas- Square, is 
supposed to have been that Temple. — But further notice 
wHl be taken of it, in the proper place. 

B2 
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26 HISTORY OF THB 

being only the latin termination, completes the 
word Eboracum* Caesar and Tacitus assert, that 
several colonies of the Gauls seated themselves 
in that part of Europe; who being afterward 
driven thence by the Romans, Carthaginians, &Ci 
were obliged to wander in pursuit of some other 
resting-place. Hence, it has been thought, by 
Drake, very probable that they might settle at 
York; and that, to these circumstances, this 
.venerable city owes, if not it's foundation, at 
least the name of Eboracum. 

Verstigan, in his ^^ Restitution of decayed In- 
telligence,'' says, the Ancient Britons, called it 
Caer-efroc ; our ancestors Eborwic, Everwic, 
and Eberwic — Eber being the Saxon for a wild 
boar, and Wic signifying a retreat; which might 
in time be pronounced York. The forest of 
Galtres, which commenced about a mile from the 
city, and extended as far as Craike Castle, and 
Easingwold, he adds, might have been fre- 
quented by wild boars, and this city founded 
as a retreat from them '^s Thoresby was also of 
this opinion. Camden believes the signification 
of the word to be no more than a town or city 

* Higden, in bis Policbronicon, soys the forest of 
Galtres extended twenty miles to the nortb-west 
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•ituated on the river Eare. Lelaud supposes 
Eure to have been one of the rivers of Isis, vul- 
garly called Ouse; and hence to have been 
named Isure-wick^ Yorewic, and lastly, York. 

May riot, however, the word York come from 
the Latin word Urica, alluding to the watery si* 
tuation, and the sudden overflowing of the river 
Ous^ ? This stream, frequently rushing down like 
a mighty torrent, and rising above. it's banks^ 
overflows the surrounding country ; though in 
the greater part of the •city, the speedy and 
bold ascent of the ground, prevents the inunda* 
tion from extending man^ feet from the usual 
course of the river. 

The history of the whole island being very 
dark and dubious, previous to the landing of the 
Romans, on the Kentish shore, the history of this 
city must be involved in the same uncertainty ; 
particularly as Ca>'sar did not proceed so far 
as York, and therefore gives no account of it. 
In favour of the latter etymology,' however, we 
may recollect that about the year 79, Agri- 
cola, the Roman governor, having completed the 
conquest of the Brigantes, preferred the situation 
of Eboracum to that of Iseur, then the capital of 
the kingdom; on which account he laid tlie 
foundation of it's future greatness. 
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Whether the city now retains any of it's 
original form, or was completely re-modelled 
by Agricola, is immaterial to the present sub<- 
ject ; but, it is worthy of remark, that the simi* 
larity of York to Rome is rendered very striking; 
by the circumstance of the Ebor, now called the 
Ouse, running directly through the city. Hence, 
also, York was more capable of augmenting it's 
commercial concerns, than Isurium, which was 
situated near the river Ure ; and also of fur- 
nishing the Romans, who were peculiarly partial 
to their hot and cold baths, with an ample supply 
of water. Here then, doubtless, was the cause of 
preference; and hence it^ight receive a name 
indicative of it's situation ; for, although Urica 
and York are not exactly the same, if we recollect 
the Romans were succeeded by the Saxons, the 
diiference may be purely dialectic* 

In a small work, entitled <^ Itineraire Instructif 
de Rome, en faveur des Estrangers, par M, Vasi," 
is a map of the ancient city of Rome; which, 
when compared with a plan of York, exhibits a 
very striking resemblance. In other respects, the 
Roman origin of York is very evident; for it 
displays the same political lineaments as Rome, 
though on a smitUer scale — It possessed an im« 
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perial palace and a tribunal — it had the same ma- 
gistracy, and was governed by the same mixture of 
civil and military power^ as the parent city^ of 
which it may have been considered an epitome. 

Little is known respecting York^ for many 
years after the conquest of Agricola A. D. 70 ; 
it is however certain^ that the emperor Adrian, 
having reduced Britain to obedience, returned to 
Rome, where he struck coin, inscribed on the 
reverse, " Restitvtor Britanniae," 

In the year 1«!^0, according to the Itinerary of An- 
toninus, this city was one of the greatest and most 
considerable stations in the province, . Under the 
government of Marcu* Aurelius, the British king 
Lucius embraced Christianity; being the first 
crowned head in the world who became a convert to 
the religion of our blessed Redeemer: and, though 
we are not informed that this prince resided in 
York, yet it seems highly probable ; as his father 
Coilus lived, died, and was buried in this city. 
Lucius was the last of the line of Brute, which 
family is stated to have retained the sovereignty 
of this island for many centuries. After the death 
of Lucius, many claims for succession to the crown 
were made ; and hence arose a civil war, which 
raged in the country during 16 years. 

B4 
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, In the reign of the emperor Commodus, who 
succeeded his father Antoninus, in 180, the Ca^ 
ledonians took up arms, attacked and cut in 
pieces the Roman army. They then ravaged 
the country as far as York; but the emperor 
immediately sent over Marqellus Ulpius, who 
successfully opposed them, 

Severus, ip the year 207, and in the thirteenth 
of his reign, finding that York was besieged by 
the Britons, under Fulgenius, a Scythian general, 
whom they had drawn over to their assistance, 
undertook an expedition into Britain, accom- 
panied by his two sons, Caracalla and Geta, his 
whole court, and a numerous army. The in- 
vaders being soon apprised of his approach, raised 
the siege and retired north of Adrian's wall; 
whither the emperor, with Caracalla, and a great 
force, proceeded, leaving Geta in York, to ad- 
minister justice. Severus was then 60 yei|rs old, 
and so infirm as to require carrying on a horse- 
litter, yet he bravely overcame his )Bnemies« 
This expedition is, however, said to have cost 
him 50,000 men; not by the enemy alone, but by 
their exertions united with the barrenness of the 
country, and the consequent hardships his arm^ 
bad to encounter* 
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Dion^ the Roman historian^ further informs us, 
that knowing he could not trust the Caledonians, 
Severus took hostidges of them, and ordered a 
strong stqne wall to be built, above 80 miles in 
length, on the place where Adrian had thrown 
up his rampart of earth. The emperor leaving 
bis son Caracalla to complete the wall, returned 
to York, where he stamped upon his coin the 
title of *' Britanicvs Maximvs/' as conqueror of 
the whole island , 

He lived more than three years in the Prae- 
torian palape of this city ; where he and Cara- 
calla gave Judgment, even in common cases, as 
in that of Sicilia, respecting the right of pos- 
sessing slaves OF servants. This rescript, to 
the great credit of the city, is still preserved in 
the Code, dated from the Praetorium, with the 
names of the consuls of that year^ 

Drake supposes the Praetorian palace occupied 
the whole space of ground, extending from 
Christ's church, through all the houses and gar- 
dens on the east side of Goodramgate and St. 
Andrew's-gate, through the Bedern to Aldwark. 
The royal baths would, in all probability, occupy 
a considerable part of this extent. 

It was during this residence of Severus, that 
pur city shone in it's full splendour. The prot 
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digioos conooune of tributary kings^ foreign am* 
bassadorft^ and other persons of distinction, who 
crowded the court of the sovereigns of the worlds 
at this period, when the Roman empire was near 
the zenith of it's power ; in addition to the em- 
peror's own magnificence, his numerous retinue, 
the qoblemen of Rome, or the officers of the 
lirmy, all which would necessarily attend him ; 
must have exalted Eboracum nearly to the summit 
of sublunary grandeur. 

In this emperor's reign, a temple, dedicated to 
Bellpna, the goddess of wur, was standing at 
York ; 9nd Camden remarks, thdt Severus, on 
enteriiig the city, being desirous to sacrifice to 
the gods, was met by an ignorant augur, who 
led h^m, by mistake, to this temple ; which, in 
those days, was considered as ominous of the 
emperor's d^athi Prake believes this temple to 
have stood without Bootham-Bar ; but, in what 
exact situation, none can tell — Before the temple^ 
stood a small column, called the martial pillar, 
whence a spear was thrown, when war was de*» 
clared against an enemy^ 

A little before this great emperor closed 
his earthly career, his tranquillity was again 
disturbed by the Caledonians, who attacked the 
Roman garrisons on the frontiers. This so exi> 
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asperated bim^ that he sent out bis legions, with 
positive orders to put every man, woman, and 
child, to the sword; but his own dissolution 
averted the accomplishment of. this cruel iqandate. 

On his death-bed be addressed his sops, re« 
specting their future conduct, in these words: 
'^ I leave you a firm and steady government, if 
you follow my steps^ and prove what you ought 
to be ; but, weak and tottering, if you reject my 
counsel : I^et every part of your conduct tend to 
each other's good-f-Cherish the soldiery, and then 
you may despise the rest of mankipd. I found 
the republic disturbed, and every where dis- 
tracted ; but, to you I leave it firm and tranquil.'* 
Then turning to his attendants, he said — ^< I have 
been all, and yet am now no better for it !" al- 
luding to his great exaltation, and the little which 
it could now do for him* He next called for the 
urn, in which his ashes were intended to be 
deposited ; and, earnestly looking at it, said : 
^^ Thou shalt hold what the whole world could 
scarcely contain !" soon after which, he calmly 
breathed his last, February Sth, anno 212. 

According to the custom among the Romans, 
of burning their dead, his remains were taken to 
the three large hills^ abput a mile and a half west 
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of this City, and near the village of Holdgate ; our 
one of which, it is supposed, the last obsequie« 
were performed to the deceased emperor. 

The ceremony is thus described by a lat« author) 
^^ The remains of the emperor, clothed in military 
dress, were brought out by the soldiers, and laid 
on a magnificent pile, erected for the purpose, in 
all the pomp of martial parade. His sons then 
applied to the pile a lighted torch ; and, when 
the flames ascended, the young princes, oiBcers, 
and soldiers, rode three times round it.'* 

Virgil, thus elegantly describes this funeral 
ceremony among the Romans : 

^* Ter circum accensos cincUfuJ^entihus armui 
Decurrere rogos ; ter moe^tumfunerig ignem 
Lustraver€{ iu equisJ" 



^^ Then thrice around the burning pile they ran, 
Clad in bright armour. Thrice Uie mournful flaine, 
Oo horseback they encompassed." 

From the perforniance of this ceremony, it is 
very evident those bills received, and have ever 
since retained, the name of Severus's Hills; as the 
general appearance of the surrounding country, 
notwithstanding the opinion of Mr. Drake, shows 
them to be natural, and not the effect of art o? 
labour. 
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According to history, the ashes of Severus were 
collected, conveyed in a golden urn to Rome^ 
and there deposited. 

On the death of Severus, his two sons jointly 
assumed the sovereign power ; but the elder of 
them, Caracalla, a man of vile disposition, per- 
ceiving that his half-brother, Geta, had a powerful 
party in the army, on a slight pretence of mutiny, 
ordered 20,000 soldiers,, whom he considered 
as Geta's friends, to be put to death ; and with 
his own hands murdered Geta, even in the arms 
of her who gave him life. He ttien married 
his mother-in-law, and caused the death of Pa- 
pinian, his father^s friend, for having refused to 
excuse his diabolical deeds ; all which are be- 
lieved to have been perpetrated in the city of 
Eboracum. After disgracing the capital with 
these and other abominable crimes, this monster 
returned to Rome. 

From the departure of Caracalla, a consider«- 
able period elapsed, without any occurrence of 
importance, at York, though the sixth legion con- 
tinued in their old quarters in this city. During 
that period of repose, it is believed, the Roman 
soldiers greatly improved the country, by cutting 
down wood, draining the marshy places, and 
formhig those noble roads and streets, the re- 
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mains of which, are evident to the present gene* 
ration : and York is the only point, at which any 
Boman station in the North of England can, with 
certainty, be fixed. 

After nearly a century had elapsed from the 
departure of Caracalla, and in the reign of the 
emperor Dioclesian, Carausius, who had been 
aent to guard the Belgic coasts, landed in 
Britain, got himself proclaimed emperor at York^ 
and^ for his own security, entered into a league 
with the Picts and Scots. By their assistance he 
overcame Quintus Bassianus, who was sent, by 
Dioclesian, to dispossess him. It is however be- 
lieved that Carausius was slain at York, by his 
friend Alectus ; who appears, from his coin, to 
have immediately assumed the same authority. 

Alectus reigned until the Roman emperor. Con** 
afantius, surnamed Chlorus, landed in Britain ; 
by whom Alectus himself was slain, and the pro- 
vince reduced to it's former obedience. It is re- 
markable that those two usurpers, Carausius and 
Alectus, were both of plebeian race. It is even 
said that Alectus had been a whitesmith, and was 
slain with a sword of his own making. 

Constantius, though but a senator of Bome, in 
the reign of Aurelian, was of imperial descent^ 
and married Helena, the daughter of a British 
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king. The issue of this marriage was Constantine 
the Great, who, it is asserted, was bom in York, 
about the year 272. This is a dark period of the 
Roman history in Britain; and, hence many 
doubts are entertained, and various opinions held 
on the subject. It is, however, clear, that about 
307, Constantius, his father, died in the impe- 
rial palace here, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign ; after which, the ceremony of deification 
was conferred upon him, with all the splendour of 
Roman pageantry. In this ceremony, an eagle^ 
the king of birds, was always confined near the 
summit of the funeral pile, prepared for the de« 
' ceased. When the whole was on a blaze, the eagle 
was liberated ; and, as an emblem of the soul, 
soared beyond the reach of human eye, followed 
only by the smoke of the consuming pile, and 
the enthusiastic shouts and prayers of an in« 
numerable and admiring multitude. 

It being customary with the Romans, to strike 
medals in remembrance of their departed so- 
vereigns, several were struck on this occasion, 
which have the head of the emperor, velatum 
et laureatvm; and this inscription: '^ Divo 0>n- 
STANTio Pio'* — On the reverse, is an altar, with 
an eagle on each side of it, holding a label in 
their beaks, between them, inscribed ^^ Memoria 
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Felix." These medals^ commenorative of ao re* 
markable an event as the last ceremony of apo- 
theosis^ in the Roman state, may yet be met with 
in the cabinets of the curious; but where the 
ashes of Constantius were deposited, has not been 
clearly ascertained. 

Constantine the Great, who was then saluted 
emperor, and invested with the purple robe, 
in his father's palace, in York, is said to have 
very reluctantly accepted the imperial honours. 
Hence we may perhaps be allowed to infer, that 
humility was one of the leading virtues of that 
noble mind, which afterward embraced the glo- 
rious doctrines of Christianity, and fed the flame 
of Christian charity, at a time when the Roman 
power extended over most of the known world — 
when tributary kings were dwelling at his court, 
and foreign ambassadors were soliciting his fa«« 
vour. With what peculiar splendour must this 
ancient city have then shone, in the civilized 
world J — Splendour, too dazzling long to remain 
unsullied in this changing state of being; and 
which the mind may more easily conceive, than 
the most flowery language can describe. 

Till the twentieth year of the reign of Con- 
stantine, the Britons remained quiet ; but, in that 
year^ Octavius, their king, rebelled ; and, being 
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Vanqaished by the Romans, was obliged to fly 
to the king of Scotland, for assistance. The Bo- 
man general demanded Octavius as a rebel, but 
was refused, and a war ensued. The Romans 
were defeated, and the city of York was taken 
possession of by the Scots, who caused Octavius 
to be crowned there, king of hU Britain. This 
wajs no sooner accomplished, than, unmindful of 
past favours, Octavius disputed the right of his 
benefactors, the Picts and Scots, to that part of 
ihe country which had been allotted to them by 
CaraHsius; and called a council at York, in order 
to devise means for dispossessing them of it. The 
king of Scotland having heard of his design^ 
marched suddenly against his ungrateful ally^ 
and obliged him to flee into Norway. 

Soon after this event, Constantine, for the 
better government of his dominions, divided them 
into four prsefectures, which contained under 
them fourteen provinces. Britain then became 
subject to Gaul, and was subdivided into three 
parts; the greatest district of the island still 
having York for it's metropolis. Constantine 
soon after left Britain, and even Europe, re- 
moving the seat of empire to Byzantium now 
Constantinople. From this period we may date 
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the decliae of the Roman power in Britain^ 
and of that superiority which fixed on our eity^ . 
the attention of the world, and^ perhaps it may 
be correctly added, which excited the envy of 
surrounding nations. 

Constantino died in the year 337 ; and though 
the Romans continued to hold their sway in 
Britain, for near a century after this event, their 
writers afford but scanty materials for illustrating 
the Histor}' of York. The Sixth legion, which 
was honoured with the title of ^^ Yictrix^^' or 
^^ Conquering,'^ remained in their old quarters 
in this city, until the final desertion of the island 
by the Romans. This legion was brought out of 
Germany, by the emperor Adrian^ and it^s station 
in York, may easily be traced for a period of 
more than 300 years. During this time, though 
frequently ordered on various expeditions, the 
soldiers left their wives and children here, as 
their settled home. 

The Ninth legion was also stationed at York, 
but is generally believed to have been early 
broken and incorporated with the Sixth. In the 
'^ History of Knaresbrough and the surrounding 
Country," the following interesting account is 
introduced, on describing Ribston,-Hall, &c. : ^^ In 
the chapel-yard^ is a very curious sepulchral 
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tUbnumeht of a standard-bearer of the Ninth Ro- 
man legion, which was dug up in Trinity-gardeni^ 
near Micklegate^ in York, in the year 1686.'' 

The following is a correct representation df 
this piece of antiquity; 



*^ In his right hand is the ensign of a cohort; 
and, in his left, a measure for corn*. It was com* 

^ Corn wad part of a Roman soldier's pay. 
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municated to tbe public, by Mr. Thoresby, in the 
Philosophical Transactions, and thence inserted 
in the late edition of Gambden's Britannia. The 
inscription indndes the name and office of the 
person ; and, the usual abbreviation, H. S. £• for 
Uic Situs Est ; u e. Here is placed." 

How changeable is the course of all human 
events! Misery and wretchedness succeeded the 
glory and magn^cence whtdi had signalized 
Eboracum. The removal of the seat of empire 
no doubt greatly reduced the ^lendour of our 
once august city; and it's declining greatness 
must have received a most severe shock, when 
the Romans left tf^ country ; for they drained 
the island of it's ablest Britons. The Picts 
and Scots, availii\g themselves of ^ the feeble 
and defenceless state in which the natives were 
left, rushed from their recesses, and drove the 
remaining inhabitants of Britain before them, as 
chaff before the wind. York, on all former 
occasions, having been the place where the Bar- 
barians met tbe mpst severe repulses, undoubt- 
edly had a considerable share in the general 
calamity; though respecting our city just at this 
period, history observes a profound silence. 
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The British priDces^ in the year 430^ found that 
tbey could no loBg^r expect assistance from the 
Romans; and^ at lengthy after making many 
fruitless attempts to repel the Picts and Scots^ 
they engaged the Saxons to aid their exertions in 
withstanding their powerful enemies* The latter 
haying subdued all the country north of the 
Qumber^ and rendered York little short of a 
heap of ruins^ were attacked^ and defeated with 
great slaughter, in the year 4dO, near this 
city, hy Hengist, the Saxon general. He also 
re*took York and all the country on this side 
the river Tees ; after which> he retired with his 
army into the eity, and remained here inactive 
some time* 

Yortigem, the British king, was however so 
well pleased with the Saxons, after they had de- 
feated the invaders, as to allow them to continue 
in the island ; and he even consented that Hengist, 
the Saxon general, should invite over more of 
his countrymen. Along with them came Bowena, 
the daughter of Hengist. Yortigern soon after 
divorced his <)ueen, and married this lady ; from 
which event, appears to have resulted the com* 
plete ruin of the ancient British people. 

C3 
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Hengist had pretended that he was averse to 
the marriage of his daughter with Vortigern ; 
who^ desirous of obtaining her, had been in^ 
duced to invest Hengist with the sovereignty of 
Kent. The Saxon general having previously 
conceived the design of subjecting the Britons> 
was prompt in availing himself of so favourable 
an event, and soon found an excuse for effecting 
a further importation of his own people. The 
Britons now began to suspect the treaoherouai 
conduct of their allies ; and sent for Aurelius 
Ambrosius, prince of Armorica^i^^ to defend them 
against it. Hengist, hearing of their embassy, 
sent his son Octa, to secure all the northern 
fortresses. This cruel prince, on his arrival at 
York, feigned accusations against many of the 
leading characters in the city and surrounding 
country, charging them with a design to betra^i 
their countrypiep, intq the hands of those enemiea 



* ArworicsBy cities of Celtic Gaul, were famous for the 
warlike, rebellious, and inconstant disposition of the in-* 
habitouts, called Armorici. Armorica extended b^ 
tween the rivers Liger and Sequana, and comprehended 
those rich and populous p^vinces^^ now called Britany 
and Nojir^andy. — Lemprtere. 
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whom the Saxons had defeated ; and^ under this 
pretence, put many of them to death. 

The Britons^ roused by this cruel act, with 
Vortimer, son of Yortigern, at their head, at-> 
tacked the Saxons, before the arrival of Am* 
brosius^ and defeated them in four successive 
battles. Ambrosius however soon arrived, and, 
in contending with him, Hengist was killed at 
Coningsborough ^, after an obstinate and bloody 
battle; and his two song, Octa and Eosa, fled, 
the former to Yprk, and the latter to Isurium, 
now Aldburgh. Ambrosius pursued his victory, 
and arrfvjng before York, in 466, summoned 
Octa to surrender. Alarmed at the defeat and 
death of his father, he with his principal captains, 
each carrying a chain in his hand, and dust upon 
his head, came out of the city, and submitted to 
the victor. Octa, on surrendering himself to Am- 
brosius, addressed him in these words : '^ My gods 
are vanquished ; and I doubt not but the sovereign 
power is in your God, who has compelled so 
many noble persons to come before you, in 

^ A village five miles from Doncaster, at wliicli are the 
remains of a large and strong castle, of very high an- 
tiquity ; and also a tumuIuSf said to have been raised 

pyiev the body of Ilengist. 
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this suppliant manner; be pleased^ therefore^ 
to accept of us, and this chain — If you do not 
think us fit objects of your clemency, we here 
present ourselves ready to be fettered^ and are 
willing to undergo any punishment of which 
you shall judge us worthy." 

This humble address had so much effect upon 
the conqueror, that he granted them all free 
pardon. Eosa, encouraged by his brother's suc- 
cess, repaired to York, surrendered himself to 
Ambrosius, and was likewise pardoned. The 
generous victor even assigned them the country, 
bordering on Scotland, for their residence^ and 
made a firm league with them. 

In the same year, Ambrosius summoned all 
the princes and nobility in the kingdom, to ap* 
pear at York. When they were assembled, he 
directed the speedy restoration of the Christian 
church and it's worship, which the heathen!^ 
I^xons had every where suppressed, and de- 
stroyed; and encouraged the work by under- 
taking to rebuild the metropolitical church at 
York, and all the churches in the province. 

In 490, liter, surnamed Pendragon, succeeded 
his brother Ambrosius, as sovereign. In the 
commencement of his reign^ Oct«i and Eosa 
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tevolted^ md wasted all the country from the 
borders of Scotland nearly to York, wbidi cHy 
ihey invested. The British king immediately 
eoming to it's relief, defeated the two princes, who 
were taken captire and committed to prison. 

Aiibiir, ^^ cmly 18, was, in the year £16^ 
crowned king of Britain ; and Oeta and Eosa^ 
having escaped oat of prison, fled home, and re* 
turning with a strong force, again made them* 
selves mast^s of the northern parts of the king* 
dom. Arthur, notwithstanding his youth, at-* 
tacked the two brothers, and defeating them in 
several battles, obliged Colgrin, one of their 
commanders, to shnt himself tip in York, whither 
the British king nmrched to besiege him. Arthur 
however soon learning that Baldolph, Colgrin's 
brother, with 6,000 men, had arrived within ten 
miles of York, for the purpose of relieving him, 
despatched 600 horse and 3,000 foot ; which force 
entirely routed ttie Saxons. 

Baldolph, being thus disappointed, shaved his 
bead and beard, put on the habit of a minstrel, 
and with a harp in his hand, approached the 
walls of York. On being discovered by the cen* 
tinels, he was drawn up, dnring the night, and 
taken to his brother. All now seemed desperate; 
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escape presenting itself to them as the only 
ipeans of preservation, when news unexpectedly 
arrived, that great reinforcements had lauded 
from Germany; and, having defeated a force 
sent to oppose them, were proceeding to York, 
This circumstance revived their hopes; and Ar* 
^hiir being advised not to hazard a battle in 
winter, raided the siege, and retired to London, 
anno 62Q. 

Tb^ following summer, Arthur gained a de- 
cisive victory over the Saxons, slaying 90^000 
of them Off Bf^denr Hills, including all the Saxon 
generals, and the fjpwer of their army. — ^The city 
of York uras, in ponsequence, d^liy^red up to 
him, immediately on his approach. 

Arthur next undertook aji expedition into Scot- 
land ; but, was dissuaded from prosecuting his 
design, by the interposition of se:veral bishops, 
who urged that it was not lawful for Christians, 
on any pretence, to shed the blood of their 
brethren* Whatever allowance may be due for 
the times in which Arthur lived, yet, who can^ 
not but deeply regret, that a potentate who 
could so listen to the voice of Reason and of 
Christianity, should shortly after disgrace the 
religion of Jesus, by scenes which may, without 
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injustice, be ranked amongst the barbarous 
rites of pagan idolatry? Having abandoned his 
dreadful purpose, which was no less than the 
entire destruction of Scotland, Arthur came 
back to York, and like Ambrosius, commenced 
rebuilding those Churches, which the Saxon* 
had destroyed. He likewise paid attention to 
ecclesiastical regulations; and the nobility whQ 
had been driven out of the city, wer^ iinme* 
diately restored to their possessions and former 
honours. 

The same year, 521, this great mpnarch, and 
his clergy, with all his nobility and soldiers, 
celebrated, in this city, the qativity qf Christ — 
not by holy conversation aiid devout exercises; 
but, as already hinted, iq the spirit of heathenish 
revelry, with feasting apd mirth ; in wantonness 
find many excesses. How inconsistent with the 
meek spirit and pure doctrines of our Divine 
master! This was the first Christmas festival ever 
held in Britain ; and hence our present custom 
priginated. 

After all his conquests, Arthur was slain in 
n rebellion of his subjects, and by the hands 
of his own nephew, in the year 642. Pissentioos 
now arose amongst the British princps. The 
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Saxons^ taking adyaniage of them, gained an 
entire conquest over all parties^ and droye tbe 
miserable remains of those Britons^ who would 
not submit to their yoke^ to seek a|i aagrlum 
among the Cantbrian mountains, anno £47. Hay- 
ing thus obtained complete possession of England, 
the Saxons divided the country into seven shares, 
styled the Heptarchy, ov^r ^l^b of which waa 
a presiding monareb. 
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From the Saxon Heptarchy^ to the deetruction of 
Tork^ by WUUam the Conqueror. 



VrN tiie difrisMHi nade by the Saxons^ York 
liecame the capital of Northumbrian which was 
by much the most considerable kingdom of the 
Heptarchy ; containing all the northern part of 
England from the Humber mouth, and extending 
to St. Johnston, in Scotland. This country, though 
it had been separated by Octa, the son of Hen* 
gwt, into two parts, Deira and Bernicia, was 
now goyerned by the Saxon king, Ida. He 
left two sons, between whom he divided his 
dominions ; giving the former to Ella, and the 
latter to Adda. By this division, York became 
the capital of I>eira only. This district in- 
cluded all Yorkshire, Lancashire, Durham, West- 
morland, Cumberland, and some parts of North* 
umberland; though afterward the country be- 
tween the German ocean, the Humber, and the 
Derwent, now the East-Riding of Yorkshire, 
bore that appellation. 
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In 617, we find Edwin the Great was king 
of 'Deira. He re-united Bernicia and Deira, 
and became Graif d Monarch of the Anglo Saxons. 
During his reign, the royal residence certainly 
was at York ; and here he formed a code of 
salutary laws, which long kept the country in 
profound peace. William of Malmsbury, speak- 
ing of him, sHys i '' Not only the English, Seotf, 
Piets, &c., but all the British islands, dreaded 
his arms, and adored his grandeur." 

Edwin's power and Virtues, however, could not 
protect him from the malevolence of wicked 
men. In 626, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
to assassinate him at his summer retreat^ for^- 
merly a Roman station, called Derventio, about 
seven miles from York. In 633, Penda, the 
pagan king of Mercia, joined with Cadwallo, the 
British king of Wales, to destroy the Christians 
and Saxons. Edwin met them at Heavenfield, 
a village near Doncaster, since corrupted to 
Hatfield, and in a most bloody battle lost his 
crown and life. His head was buried in the 
porch of his own church, St. Gregory's, at York ; 
but the other part of his remains, was deposited 
in the .monastery at Whitby. 
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After this battle, the victors rayaged the 
kingdom of Northumbrian and York, it's capital^ 
in a most dreadful manner. Edwin's only son! 
being slain with his father, Osrick and Anfrtd, 
the two nearest relatives of Edwin, were chosen 
kings of Deira and Bernicia* The former im- 
mediately ventured to besiege Cadwallo, in this 
city ; but the Welsh king sallied out, defeated 
his forces, and slew Osrick. Anfrid, Osrick's 
brother, without delay proceeded to York, with 
the intention of treating for peace ; but instead 
of obtaining the desired object, he was there 
cruelly and treacherously put to death by the 
Welsh king, in 634. 

Oswald, another brother, and the successor of 
Anfrid, revenged his death ; for coming unex- 
pectedly upon Cadwallo, he destroyed him 
and all bis army. Oswald now became sole 
monarch of the Northumbrians, and fixed his 
imperial residence at York, where he reigned, 
greatly beloved by his subjects. Penda, king 
of Mercia, however, soon declared war against 
him ; and having slain Oswald, in a battle at 
Oswalstree, in Shropshire, in 642, that barbarous 
monarch ordered his dead body to be torn in 
pieces. 
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From thb period^ to the reign of Egbert^ tio 
eve&t of particular interest occurred in York; 
tiiough it continued to be the metfopolia of the 
northern kingdom ; and> with it's rulers^ expe« 
rienced various changdi and revolutions. 

The Danes had made several descents upon 
this Tslandj, but had been uniformly driven back 
to their ships. In the year 800, this fierce and 
warlike people, observing divisions amongst the 
Saxons, over whom Egbert ruledi^ again invaded 
the country; but were repulsed, though not 
before great loss had been surtaioed on each side, 
and York had suffered considerably. 

In 867, the Northumbrians revolted against 
Ethelred^ sole monarch of England^ and chose 
Osbert for their king. This prince kept his 
court and resided at York. Calling one day, on 
his return from hunting, at the house of Bruern 
Bocard, one of his earls, a guardian of the sea 
coast against the irruptions of the Danes, and 
finding that nobleman from home, Osbert, by 
force, violated his lady, a most beautiful and in<- 
teresting woman. The countess highly resented 
this vile conduct, and acquainted her lord with 
the outrage, on his return. 
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Anxious to chastise even his sovereign, for 
such base conduct ; the earl, with several friends^ 
repaired to York ; and, after disclaiming future 
obedience, boldly bade defiance to Osbert. By 
their exertions, a revolution was soon effected, and 
Ella, a favourite with the p<*ople, was proclaimed 
king. The power of the two sovereigns, for some 
time, continued so nearly equal, that Bruern, the 
insulted nobleman, determined to apply for fo- 
reign aid, to effect the final destruction of Osbert ; 
and, with this design, invited the king of Den- 
mark to invade the country. 

The Danes soon landed in England ; and^ 
having burnt and destroyed many towns with their 
inhabitants, on the Holderness coast, marched 
towards York. Osbert was preparing to meet 
them, and had also applied to Ella, his rival in 
sovereignty, to assist him in opposing the in- 
vaders. Ella agreed to the proposal ; but, Os- 
bert, impatient of delay, sallied out of York, and 
so vigorously attacked the Danes, that victory 
seemed ready to declare in his favour; but in 
the issue, after great slaughter, he was defeated, 
and lost his life. 

The gates of York were now opened to the 
Danes, who entered the city, to refresh them- 
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selves ; but, finding that Ella was advancing with 
his forces, they went to meet him; attacked, 
and entirely routed his army, and slew the 
king : though some accounts state Ella to have 
been taken prisoner, and flayed alive. Hoveden 
says the battle was fought March 21st, 867, and 
represents this city to have suffered much on the 
occasion. 

Asser Menevensis describes the sufferings of 
the inhabitants in the following words : ^^ By the 
generaFs cruel orders, they knocked down all 
the boys, young and old men, they met with in 
the city, and cut their throats — Matrons and 
virgins were ravished at pleasure — The husband 
and wife, either dead or dying, were tossed to- 
gether—The infant, snatched from it's mother's 
breast, was carried to the threshold, and there 
left butchered at it's parents' door, to make the 
general outcry more hideous." 

The Danes having thus wrested Northum- 
bria from the Saxons, after they had possessed 
it about 300 years; Hinguar, the Danish chieftain, 
gave the command of it to his brother, Hubba, 
appointing him also governor of York. Whilst 
the two brothers extended their conquests south- 
ward^ a Danish officer, named Godram^ was ap- 
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pointed deputy-governor ot the city, and a gar^ 
rison was left under his command. Drake sup- 
poses Goodramgate to have received it's name 
from the circumstance of this officer having re- 
sided in that street. 

In 870, Hinguar and Hubba> returned to York, 
and constituted Egbert, a Saxon devoted to their 
service, king of Northumbrian ^ Spelman 8ay% 
the Danish generals, with their whole army, then 
resided at York, and indulged themselves in the 
greatest enormities against the peaceable inha« 
bitants. Egbert, however, was soon deposed; 
and Bigsidge, a Dane, was proclaimed king. — 
This so enraged the populace in the city, that 
they rose, murdered the Dane, and restored 
Egbert. His second reign was also of short du- 
ration ; for the Danes, increasing in power,^ di- 
vided the kingdom of Northumbria amongst three 
of their own officers. 

In 877, Sithrick, a Dane, and Nigell, his bro-^ 
ther, reigned beyond the Tyne; and Reginald 
who was also of Danish extraction, governed the 
city of York, with all the country between the 
rii'ers Tyne and Humber. These kings were 
afterward obliged to submit to the victorious 
Athelstan, the successor to Edward; but were 

D2 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 HISTORY OF B 

permitted to reign, his iribuiary princes. lie 
even gave \m daughter in marriage to Sithrlck, 
on condition that he would turn christian. 

After the death of Sithrick, his sons, Godfrey 
and Anlaff, jealous for their pagan deities, stirred 
np a rebellion amongst the Danes, and by that 
means, drew upon them the indignation of Athel- 
Stan. He attacked and took the city of York, 
and reduced the whole of Northumbria, except 
the castle of York, which was very strong and 
well garrisoned witii Danish soldiers. 

The two Danish princes fled, one into Scot- 
land, and the other into Ireland ; whence they 
returned in the year 937, with a great force of 
Irish, Scotch, and Welsh soldiers. They entered 
the Ilumber, with a fleet of 600 sail; landed 
their forces ; and, in tlie absence of Athelstan, 
marched to York. On hearing that the king 
was approaching the city, they went out to meet 
him. A bloody engagement ensued, at Brom- 
ford ; where, after slaying Constantine, king of 
Scotland, five petty kings of Ireland and Wales, 
and twelve general oflicers, Athelstan gained a 
complete victory, destroyed their whole army, 
and, proceeding to Y'ork, razed the castle to the 
ground, to prevent future rebellion. 
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This prince died sood afterward without iame^ 
and was succeeded in the crown of England^ by 
Edround^ eldest son of Edward^ the predecessor 
of Athelstan ; whose tender age induced the inha* 
Ixlants of Norihumbria again to rebel. For that 
purpose^ they invited AnlaflTonce more to return 
from Ireland^ whither he had fled. The in- 
TitatloD was accepted^ and Anlaff applied to 
01aos» king of Norway> for assistance, promising 
liim a large sum of money^ should their joint en- 
deaToars be crowned with success. On this cchi* 
^likm Olaips tent a considerable force> with 
wrbicb^ AqlalT marched to York ; and the gates 
of the city being immediately thrown open^ the 
irhole of Nprthumbria submitted to his arms. 

Not content with this success, A nlaflT proceeded 
to attacic the kingdom of Mercia. Edmund, 
tben only 17 years of age^ opposed him at 
Chester ; and after one obstinate batde, in which 
neither of them could claim the victor}''^ a peace 
was concluded, through the mediation of the two 
Archbishops of York and Canterbury, By this 
treaty, Edmund gave up all the country north of 
the Roman highway, which divides England 
iuto two equal parts. 
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Another revolution soon took place ; for the 

Northumbrians having sent for Reginald^ the 

lephew of Anlaff, crowned him king at York, 

inlaff prepared for resistance; but Edmund in- 

erfering, with a powerful army, stipulated that 

Reginald should keep the crown of Bemiciai 

and Anlaff retain that of Deira ; but he obliged 

them both to swear fealty to him^ and to turn 

christians. The ceremony of baptism was^ on 

this occasion, performed in the cathedral, by 

Woktan, the archbishop of York. 

In 944, they re-commenced hostilities. Ed- 
miind again successfully opposed them ; obliged 
both immediately to quit the island, and became 
sole monarph of England. Edmund dying in 
946, was succeeded by Edred his brother. During 
this reign, Aplaff was once more invited to the 
country, pnd again obtained possession of York, 
and the whole of Northumbria, which h? retained 
four years. At the expiration of this time, ano- 
ther revolt occurred ; Anlaff was deposed, find 
Eric proclaimed king in his stead. 

1!*his occasioned a civil war, between the friends 
of p)ric and thos^ qf Anlhff. Edred embraced 
the opportunity which this division presented, 
f^pd marching against the contending parties. 
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snbdaed them^ aiid obliged Eric to flee into 
Scotland. Enraged at the rebellious conduct of 
the people^ Edred threatened to destroy the whole 
country with fire and sword^ and even com- 
mene^ the execution of his threat^ by burning 
the monastefy^ &c. in the town of Ripon ; but he 
aoon relented^ pardoned the offending people, 
and having recalled Eric to York, placed him 
on the throne of Northumbrian without imposing 
any tribute* 

No sooner had Edred left the city, than the 
Danes sallied after him, and furiously attacked 
his forces, at Castleford, but were repulsed ; and 
Edred returned, to chastise them for their in* 
gratitude. 

The inhabitants of York, to save themselves 
from his just indignation, renounced Eric, and 
put him to death. They also slew A mac, the 
jon of Anlaff, these princes having been the 
^mncipal instigators of their base and treacherous 
ccmduct. The resentment of the king was so far 
appeased by these measures, that he spared the 
city, though he levied heavy contributions on the 
people. He also dissolved their monarchial go- 
Yernraent, and reduced Nortbumbria from a 
kingdom to an earldom j York being it^s capital, 
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and consequently the place of residence for the 
earls of Northumbria, 

This was a very politic step in Edred^ and 
contributed much to the establishment of peace. 
The Northumbrian- Danes were naturally of a 
turbulent spirit ; but English governors kept 
them so much in awe, that, during a long suc- 
cession of wars between the Saxon and Danish 
kings, they secured tranquillity in the North. 
York continued the capital of the earldom, till 
the division of the kingdom into shires. 

Osulph, an Anglo-Saxon, or Englishman, was 
the first earl appointed by Edred. In the suc- 
ceeding reign, Edgar commanded Oslac to join 
Osulph in the government of the North ; and be 
accordingly had York and the country on that 
side under his care, whilst Osulph governed the 
more northern parts. They were succeeded by 
Waltheof, Uthred, Hireus, Eadulph, Aldred, and 
Eadulph the second ; but during the time they 
were in power, nothing particular occurred in 
this city, • 

In 1010, Swain, king of Denmark, landed ^ 
great force, and encamped on the banks of the 
Ouse, not far from York, where Egelred, king 
of England, with an army augmented by a num* 
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ber of Scots, gave them battle* Egelred being 
defeate<l9 crossed the Ouse in a boat, with a few 
friends, and Hed to Normandy, 

In 1054, Siward, who was a man of yery ex^ 
traordinary strength and valour, was appointed 
earl of Northumbria. He was sent by Ed- 
ward the confessor, into Scotland, with 10,000 
English soldiers, to aid Malcolm against Mac* 
beth, whom he slew, and set the former on the 
throne of Scotland. This earl died not long 
after in York. He is said to have called for his 
arknour, shield, and battle-axe, a few moments 
before he expired, and having them girded on, 
declared he would not die like a beast; but 
that having lived a valiant soldier, he was de- 
termined so to die. Siward left a son, but being 
very joung, Tosto, second son of earl Goodwin, 
minister of state, secured the eiarldom for him- 
self, anno 1055. 

Tosto ruled with so much cruelty and barbarity, 
that the Northumbrians revolted, and furiously 
attacking his house, he very narrowly escaped 
with his wife and children, and fled into Flanders. 
Harold, brother of To^tp, and afterward king 
of England, was sent to restore tranquillity ; and 
in 106<5, he appointed Morcbar the next earl 
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and governor^ who enjoyed that statioa till the 
Norman conquest* 

Tosto^ on hearing that hia brother Harold ha4 
seized the crown of England^ persuaded the 
king of Norway to iavade Britain. Thia noMf* 
narchy in 1066, accordingly entered the. Hum- 
bert with a large tfeet^ and proceeded up the 
river as far as Riccall^ within ten miles of 
the city. Here the Norwegians landed; and^ 
marching against York^ took it by storm, after 
having defeated Morchar^ the goyernor, and 
£dwin^ earl of Chester^ his brother^ in a sev«e 
conflict at the village of Fulford. Harold, the 
king of England, immediately marched to York, 
with a powerful aruiy, to oppose the iqvaders. 
At the king's approach, they withdraw, leaving 
160 of their men, to prevent the English from 
taking peaceable possession of York, and to retard 
them in their progress. As a further means of 
securing the fidelity of the city, the Norwegians 
also selected £00 of the principal inhabitants, as 
hostages, whom they sent on board their ships. 

The invaders then secured a very strong po- 
sition at Stamford-Bridge; having the river 
Derwent in front ; and on their right the Ouse ; 
with their navy on the left, and the German 
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oeean behind them. Harold, notwithstanding 
all those disadvantages, was determined to attack 
them; and 4X>nimenced hostilities atday-breakj 
on the 23d of September^ 1066. ^The only pas- 
sage across the Derwent was qver n narrow 
wooden bridge. On this a single Norwegian 
had placed himself, and by his extraordinary 
valour and strength, opposed the whole English 
army for three hours, and slew forty of Harold's 
men. This cblimplon, however, was at length 
dain, some historians say by a dart which was 
thrown at him ; whilst others inform us he was 
killed by a person in a boat or tub, who from 
under the bridge, stabbed hini with a spear. 

The Norwegians on seeing their hero fall, 
gave way, and retired to their trenches ; but 
were followed by Harold's army, sword in hand. 
The conflict was most dreadful, as each army 
consisted of 60,000 men, who fought from seven 
in the morning till three in the afternoon, during 
all which time, they gave no quarter on either 
side. At length, victory appeared in favour of 
Harold; the king of Norway and Tosto his 
brother, having fallen in the battle, with most of 
their army, Olaus, the king of Norway's son, 
an^dl Paul^ earl of Orkney, who had been ordered 
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to guard tbe siiipft, escaped ibe harrid camagfw 
Having- safely delivered up their hostage^ the 
eitizens of York> and sworn never to disturb 
tbe British dommions again> these e<H(naiaiidexs 
were permitted to depart 31 with their few fol- 
lowers who bad survived tbe battle. More than 
600 ships were employed^i in conv^ing tbe Nor*- 
wegians to thi& country ; but 20 were sufficient 
to carry back their miserable remains^ 

The wooden bridge where tbe battle was 
Ibiiglit^ falling greatly to decay> was taken down 
in 1727^ and a new one buSt about one bondred 
yards from tbe spot on which th? old one bad 
stood. A piece of ground^ on the left of tbe 
bridge, still retains the name of Battie-FMts; 
and tbe inhabitants of the vills^e> at their annual 
{casty always make pies> in the form of a tub or 
boat, to commemorate the event. 

Harold acted a very imprudent part after tbe 
victory be had obtained^ by securing the tr^a- 
snres of the vanquished for himself, instead of 
sliaring them amongst his valiant soldiers ; whose 
exertions demanded such a reward. Having 
ad(^ted this impolitic measure, the king re- 
turned to York that night, and gave orders that 
tbe most samptuous feastings, and <ytber mag- 
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ttificent marks of public rejoicing, should take 
piaoe the foilowtng day. A short triumph it 
proved ! for whilst Harold was enjoying the fes* 
tivily of the scene, in all the regal splendour of 
a conqueror, a messenger arriTed from the south, 
with information that William, duke of Nor- 
mandy, had landed with a powerful army, at 
Pevensey, near Hastings, in Sussex. 

It is natural to suppose that every reader is 
fdlly acquaiflfed with the final result of this 
invasion; the detail of which is not peculiarly 
connected with the history of our city. It is 
therefore sufficient to observe, that within the 
short period of nine days, from obtaining the 
great and decisive victory at Stamford-Bridge, 
Harold was slain, his whole army cuf in pieces, 
and the cn>wn of England fixed upon tlie brow 
of the invader. 

After the conquest, nothing material occurred 
during two years, so far north as York. In 1068, 
earl Morchar, who was still the governor of 
York, and his brotlier, the carl of Chester, joined 
by Biethwin, king of Wales, their nepliew, re- 
solved to oppose the conqueror. On hearing of 
their designs, William created Robert,' a cmel 
Norman, carl of Northumbria; and sent him 
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with a guard of 700 men to Durham^ id kee|> the 
p^ple in awCi His cruel conduct so enraged 
the Northumbrians, that they marched to Durham 
by nighty attacked Robert, and slew him and all 
his men. 

Earl Gospatrick, commartder of the Northum^ 
brians, and Edgar Atheling, their lawful prince^ 
immediately marched with their forces to York, 
and were received by earl Morchar and the inha* 
bitantS) with the greatest demonstrations of joy. 
William was rapidly advancing, and the North- 
umbrian chiefs finding themselves unable to with- 
stand him, sent Edgar back into Scotland, and 
then submitted themselves to the conqueror ; who 
readily granted them his pardon. The citizens 
of York being informed of the lenity of the king, 
went out to meet him, and having delivered up 
the keys of the city, were apparently received 
into favour : A heavy fine was, however, levied 
upon them; and two castles in the city were 
shortly after fortified by the conqueror, and 
strongly garrisoned with Norman soldiers* 

William's lenity was but of very transcient 
duration ; and the three earls, MorChar, Edwin, 
and Gospatrick, judged it most prudent to fiee 
into Scotland, for protection. William imme- 
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4afttel7 demanded these noble fugitiFes, and also 
Edgar Atheling^ from the Scottish king. Mal- 
colm refused to comply with the mandate ; and 
kndwiog that the oonqueror would revenge the 
denial, invited the king of Denmark to join the 
English and Scotch forces, in an attempt to 
banish the Norman. To this proposal the king 
of Denmark acceded, and sent his brother Osbem 
with the two sons of Harold, and other dis- 
tinguished personages, also troops, &c. sufficient 
to occupy 250 ships. Tbey soon entered the 
Humber, landed their forces, and being joined 
by the English and Scots, these commanders 
marched direct to York, where they were cor* 
dially received by the citizens. 

The Norman garrisons in the castles, were, 
however, determined to oppose them to the last. 
They accordingly prepared for a siege ; and on 
the 19th of September, 1069, set fire to several 
houses in the suburbs, lest they should serve the 
enemy to fill up the ditches of iheir fortifications. 
This fire spreading further than was designed^ 
burtit down great part of the city, and with it, 
the cathedral, including a most valuable library, 
placed there by Archbishop Egbert, in the 
year 800. 
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The unexpected ravages of this fire threw the 
garrisons into great confusion ; and enabled the 
Danes to approach the wails without opposition. 
They divided their forces^ in order to attack 
each at the same time ; and succeeded in both 
attempts, entering each fortress sword in hand. 
The Normans, amounting to 3,000 in number, 
were cut in pieces ; the high-sheriflTof the county, 
his lady, and two children^ with a few others, 
who were found in the castles, being all who 
escaped the dreadful slaughter* 

Waltheof, son of Siward the ninth earl of 
Northumbria, was now appointed governor of 
the city, with a stout garrison of English and 
Scotch soldiers under his command : and the 
Danes retired to a good situation between the 
llumber and Trent, to wait for the Normans. 
William soon arrived before the city ; and, with 
terrible menaces, summoned the governor to sur- 
render. Waltheof in return, defied his power. 

It is highly probable, that the conqueror would 
-not have retained his crown without a very 
severe struggle, if those who had entered into 
this formidable league, had all proved faithful to 
their union. William, aware of his danger, had 
recourse to bribery. lie offered the Danish 
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general a large sum of money, and leave to 
plunder the sea coast, on condition of his quitting 
the country as soon as the spring would permit.' 
This cruel proposal the faithless Dane accepted ; 
and thus the garrison at York, were reduced to 
the fatal necessity of selling theic lives as dearly- 
as possible. 

This treacherous act of the Danish general, 
took place in the year 1070, and William having 
now only Waltheof to oppose him, lost no time 
in pushing, forward the seige. He made a large 
breach in the wall, with engines, through which 
he attempted to enter the city, and take it by 
storm, but was repulsed with great loss. William 
of Malmsbury states, that the governor, a man of 
great muscular power, stood singly in the breach; 
and cut down several Normans who endeavoured 
to- mount it. The same author mentions a severe 
battle being fought about this time, in the neigh-* 
bourhood of York, with a powerful army^ pro^ 
bably of Ptcts and Scots, which came to the relief 
of the besieged; in which the Normans were 
victorious. 

Notwithstanding a gallant defence of six 
months, York was at length obliged, through 
fjBimine^ to surrender. The conditions, though 
... E 
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b^bly favourable to the besieged, were treated 
with little regard by the Conqueror. The English 
and Scotch garrisons were put to the sword^ and 
the city razed to the ground. 

At that period, York was ao large, that it's 
suburbs extended to tbe villages one mile distant ; 
and, though it had undergone many revolutions 
and some terrible devastations, yet the author 
of the Polichronicon says: ^' York seemed as 
fair as the city of Rome, before it was burnt by 
William tbe Conqueror, from the beauty and 
magnificence of it's buildings.'^ 

With the city fell all the nobility, and most of 
the other inhabitants. For Waltbeof, the go- 
vernor, who had so nobly resisted him, the Con- 
queror had professed the greatest friendi^ip; 
but he suddenly ordered him to-be arraigned for 
conspiracy, and the last of the Saxon earls was, 
in consequence, deprived of his life ; being tbe first 
nobleman that ever was beheaded in England. 

That cruel tyrant, who is often styled the Con- 
queror, may, with at least equal propriety, be 
branded with the epithet of Barbarian; for 
after usurping tlie throne of England, he main- 
tained his crown by acts of cruelty and devasta- 
tion. A Conqueror in the general acceptation 
of the wor|d^ is a great and honorable character ; 
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hut, on cool reflection^ the Ck>nqueror sinks 
in our estimation. He then appears but as an 
instrument of vengeance ; and we consider not 
the individual who destroys or injures mankind^ 
but he who benefits his fellow men, as alone 
highly honorable and truly greats. Amongst 
other proofs of William's savage disposition, he 
laid waste the whole country between York and 
Durham, so effectually, that for nine years after^ 
neither plough nor spade were put into the 



* Conscious of the detestation in which he was held^ 
by the English people, William entertained a perpetual 
jealousy of them; and, as the reader may recollect, to 
prevent nightly meetings and conspiracies, he instituted 
the " curfew belly Curfew is derived from the French 
words couvrir, to cover, and yen, fire. This bell was 
rung every evening at eight o'clock; at the sound of 
which, all fires and caudles were to be extinguished. 
Hence Gray\ much-admired *^ Elegy'' begins 

" The curfew tolls the in^ll of parting day!^ 
The Conqueror also caused a survey to be made of all 
the lands in the kingdom, and divided the estates of the 
nobility, amongst his followers. This survey was re« 
gistered in the well-known Doomsday book ; a folio edi- 
tion of which was printed in 2 volumes, by order of the 
House of Lords, price 10 guineas; and an Index to it 
in 1811, price 2 guineas. 
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ground. Many of the wretched inhabitairfs^ 
who had escaped slaughter, were reduced to the 
necessity of eating dogs, cats, and even their own 
species, to prolong a miserable existence; which^ 
generally, was of very short duration. Various 
writers concur in stating, that " Dead bodies were 
scattered about in every directiou," " and that 
there was not one inhabited house between York 
and Durham ; wild beasts and robbers being the 
only occupiers of the desolated country." 

Odoricus Vitalis, a Norman monk, who wrote 
in the reign of the first Henry, corroborates this, 
distressing account, by saying, that " there pe- 
rished in Yorlcshire, on this occasion, above a 
hundred thousand human beings ^.'^ 

* This dreadful catastrophe was commemorated in Old 
English " Rhyme^' and as it is a very curious specimett 
of ancient composition, tlie following extract is subjoined : 

« The Normans in the Southe were in soe grete affray,. 
Of Kastells aad of Tounes, they com oute alle day. 
To YORK ran ilk a man, to resoet in that toune. 
That no Danes Mao the Walles to breke doune. 
Sir William Mellet was Warden of the Couutres, 
Sibrigh the Gaunt was set with to keep the pecs. 
Thise tuo brought tydyng, thei were comen by tliat Coste^ 
Therefore William the King did turne agayn his Hostey 
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York, once the magnificent seat of empire 
for the sovereigns of the world, had seen her 
grandeur diminish by the mouldering hand of 
time, or fall before the convulsive effects of some 
powerful storm. She had as often so far risen 
superior to adverse events, as to shine again with 
the brightness of regal lustre. From the bril- 
liancy of a court, our city had, at length, about a 
century before, been reduced to the capital of an 
earldom ; yet, it retained abundant vestiges of 
former greatness and of Roman splendour, till 

JVad swore a gxeta Othe, that he suld never spare 
Neither Lithe, nor Lofe, Northeren wbut so thei were. 
WiUiam turned agayjn, aud held what he had sworn. 
All mad he wasteyn, Pasture, Medow, and Korne. 
And slough both Fader and Sonne, Women lete thei gon, 
Hors and Houndes thei ete, uocitliis skaped non. 
Now dwellis William cftc, full bare was money wone, 
Of gode Men er none lefte, but slsiyn er ilk one. 
Grete Sin did William, tbdt 9wxlk Wo did werk^ 
So grete Vengeance he nam, of Men of holy Kirk, 
That did no Wem till him, oe no Trespass 
Fro York unto Durham no wonyng Stcde was, 
Nien Yere, says my Buke, lasted so grete Sorrow, 
The Bishop Clerkes tuke tlieir Lyves for two borrowe." 
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the Normans consigned them to the flames, or 
with savage ferocity razed them to the ground « 

The frequent desolations of this capital, offer 
sufficient reasons why York does not possess, at 
the period in which we are writing-, more traces 
of our imperial masters^ who fixed their residence 
within her walls. 

On contemplating over the ashes of this once 
noble city, we cannot but deplore the effects of 
that barbarous fury, which was not satiated with 
destroying the habitations of men, and those child- 
ren of adversity who had made them their abode* 
The latter is certainly the most distressing part 
of the whole scene ; but when we reflect on the 
massy piles of former grandeur, and the mag- 
nificent proofs of architectural skill, which the 
ruthless hand of the cruel invader involved in 
one general destruction, and levelled with the 
dust, our musings cannot fail to be accompanied 
with sensations bordering on pensive melancholy^ 
and with feelings of deep regret. 
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jFromihedestruciionofYorkyby tVilliamthe Conqueror; 
to the esiahlisJ^nent of the Ainsty, by Jtichard If. 



After the dreadful devastation which suc- 
ceeded the Norman Conquest^ a long perioii 
elapsed, in which York was gradually rising out 
of it's ruins ; though this city has never since at- 
tained the proud elevation of grandeur by which 
it was signalized before that desolation. 

We find history is nearly silent respecting 
York, frotn this period till the year 1137, in the 
feign of king Stephen ; when another fire, occa- 
sioned by accident, spread so extensively as 'to 
burn down the Catl^edral, St Mary's Abbey, St. 
Leonard's Hospital, 39 parish churches in the 
city, and Trinity churph, in the suburbs. 

In the year 1188, David, king of Scotland, en- 
tered England, with a powerful army, and be- 
sieged York; on which i>ccasipn, archbishop 
Thurstan, lieutenant governor of the North, 
called together the nobility and gentry of the 
f ounty. They immediately raised forces, marched 
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against the enemy, and caused him to retire from 
before the city. The hostile army was, however^ 
overtaken near Northallerton ; and after a ter- 
rible battle^ was entirely defeated, 10,000 of the 
' * * 
Scots being slain upon the field. 

By this event, the peace of the country appears 
to have been secured for a long period ; and both 
the reader and the historian will be spared such 
frequent repetitions of sanguinary recitals, as thus 
far oc<;upy the pages of our record, and have 
often disgraced the Christian name. A Scotch his* 
torian and poet, Alexander Neqham, has noticed 
the change in some Latin lines, which may be 
thus translated : 

" There happy Ebor^s Towers ascend the skies, 
. And mitred honors to St. Peter rise. 

In dust, how oft, this hapless city laid ; 

Her walls demolished, and her warriors dead ! 
But for such horrors past — such rage deplored. 
Peace has returnM, and lasting joy restored.'* 

In the year 1160^ and in the reign of king 
Henry the second, the first parliament, mentioned 
jn history by that appellation, was held in this 
city. Malcolm, the Scotch king, was summoned 
to appear before it, and answer to certain charges 
alleged against him by Henry, Ope of them 
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stated that Malcolm, when he accompanied the 
English king, during the wars in France, betrayed 
all his counsels to the enemy. The Scotch 
king attended ; and though he proved the alle- 
gations to be false, was condemned to lose all the 
lands he held of Henry in England, and to do 
homage for the kingdom of Scotland ; but part 
of the former obligation was remitted, on con- 
dition of the latter being strictly complied with. 

Henry called another convention of the barons 
and bishops, at York, in the year 1171 ; before 
whom he cited William, the successor of Mai- 
eolm^ to appear, and do homage for the whole 
kingdom of Scotland* The Scotch king com- 
plied ; and, in token of his subjection, deposited 
on th$ aUar of the Cathedral, in York, his breast- 
plate, spear, and saddle. 

' From a variety of circumstances, York appears 
-to have been, about this time, a place of con- 
siderable trade ; and as it is justly observed that 
the jews never settle, in large bodies, except at 
trading towns, or in commercial cities, their num- 
ber and wealth in York, at this period, justify 
the remark ♦. 



* We have a proof of the commercial prosperity of 
York, at a later period, when the staple of wool, which 
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Drake obeerves, that the Houses of Hke jews il| 
this city, resembled the palaces of princes, ratbef 
than the dwellings of subjects. 

This people bad been introduced by Wtllianci 
the Conqueror; and the immense increase of 
^heir wealth eventually proved to them a soured 
pf evil. In 1189, when the ceremony of the co« 
donation of Richard the first, was announced^ 
the principal fnembers of that religious sect, as 
was usual pfi those ckx^sions, ^ ere deputed from 
Tarious part^ of the country, to present the ne# 
sovereign wifh rich gifts, for the purpose of in^- 
suring the royal favour towards them as a body; 
The king, however, disgusted on some accountv 
gave orders that no jew should be present at the 
coronation; notwithstanding which, several were 
so imprudent as to mix with the crowd ; and 
]l)eing discovered, were insulte4, bruised, and 
some of them killed. 

Benedict and Jocenus, two of the most wealthjr 
pierphants in the city of York, had repaired to 



had previously been at Bruges, in Flanders, was in the 
27th year of Edward III., fixed in this city. A con- 
siderable woollen manufacture also flourished here, so 
lately as the reign of Henry VIII. 
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London, with a pompous retinue, on this occasion. 
Both of them being in the crowd, the former 
was wouiided, and then dragged into a ehurch^j 
where he was baptiawd by farce. The following^ 
day, he was ta^^en before Biehard, in whose 
presence be declared he wa9 still a jew in his 
)ieart, and would ever r^nain so ; adding, that 
he was persuaded the seyere usage lie bad re-* 
ceived, would soon terminal his existence* For 
this remark, Benedict was immediately driven 
from Ae presence of the king; and he soon 
fifterward expired, 

Jocenus ewsaped unhurt from the London out-^ 
ri^e; but experienced a more severe fate at 
York, The enthusiastic flame of bigotry and in« 
tolerance, qr perhaps of avarice and plunder, 
which first showed itself in London, was diffused 
over different parts pf the country ; and, in March, 
1190, raged witb unequalled fury at York. 

Part of the city being on fire during a boisterous 
night, the disaster supplied a fit opportunity for 
carrying into effect, the. cruel designs of several 
inhabitants of t|ie city and county, who had 
formed a conspiracy against the unoffending jews. 
Accordingly, whilst the well-disposed part of the 
fitizens were endeavouring to extinguish the 
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flames, the conspirators attacked the house of the 
hapless Benedict. It was very stirongly fortified ; 
and contained his widow, children, and several 
friends, who had assembled in it, fearful of 
commotion. The infuriated bigots however soon 
gained admittance, murdered all they met with, 
cleared the house of every valuable, and then 
burnt it to the ground. 

This outrage alarmed all the jews, and espe- 
cially Jocenus, who procured leave from the 
governor, to convey his wife, children, and the 
whole of his wealth, into the castle, for security. 
In a few days, his fears were confirmed, for his 
house shared the fate of that of his deceased 
friend. The jews in the city immediately retired 
into the castle, except a small number, who soon 
fell a sacrifice to their indiscretion. 

This people would have remained there, secure 
from their enemies, had they not one day, through 
suspicion, refused the governor admittance ; 
which greatly enraged him and the high-sheriflT, 
who was then at York. The posse comitatus 
were ordered out, to besiege the castle ; and, we 
are told, that though several of the most re* 
spectable inhabitants avoided joining in this 
abominable proceeding, many of the clergy dis« 
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graced their profession, by londly calling for the 
blood of those unoffending victims. Amongst 
the foremost, was a friar, in a white vesture; 
who was repeatedly heard to cry out : " The 
enemies of Christ must be destroyed." So ardent 
was this man in the work of destruction, that 
strenuously assisting the besiegers to fix the bat* 
tering engines against the walls, he approached 
too near, and a large stone falling upon his head^ 
killed him on the ^lot. Thus one who ought to 
have been an advocate for good will amongst 
men, according to the instructions of the Prince 
of Peace, acted under the influence of the power 
of darkness, and received a reward well-merited 
for his persecution and cruelty. 

The jews offered a large sum of money pro- 
vided they might be allowed to escape. The 
proposal being rejected, they held a council; 
on which occasion, a foreign rabbin, who had vi* 
sited England for the instruction of the jews, 
addressed them as follows : ^^ Men of Israel, our 
God, whose laws I have prescribed to you, com- 
mands that we should always be ready to die for 
those laws ; and now, when death looks us in the 
face, we have only to choose whether we should 
prolong a base and infamous life, or embrace. % 
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gallaot and glorious death. If we fall iiito tlie 
hands of our enemies^ at their will and pleasure^ 
we must die ; but our Creator, who gave us life, 
did also ei^oin, tliat with our own hands, and of 
our own accord, we should devoutly restore it to 
Him again, rather than await the cruelty of an 
enemy. Tliis, several of our brethren in great 
tribulation, have bravely performed. They knew 
bow to do it ; and our situation points out to us 
the most decent mode of execution.'' 

From what part of the Divine code the rabbin 
supposed he could derive authority for the com* 
mission of suicide, it will not be easy to conceive. 
The example of his brethren, he however might 
adduce, with the greatest conlBdence ; and when 
we reflect on the height to which the crime of 
self-destruction was carried on similar occasions, 
by that people, we cannot wonder that many 
of the jews acceded to the advice of their teacher. 
Some, however, positively rejected his proposal ; 
on which, the rabbin further said : << Let those, 
whom this good and pious course displeases, 
separate themselves, and be cut off, from the 
congregation ! We, for the sake of our paternal 
law, despise this transitory life." 
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Several of the jews deterntiined to try the cle- 
ipeDcy of the christians. The others immediately 
began to carry their horrid scheme into effect; 
but the rahbin commanded them first to burn 
and destroy all their rich merchandise^ furniture^ 
and garments ; and to damage, as much as pos* 
sibie, their plate^ so as to prevent the enemy 
from being enriched by their spoils. This being 
done, and all the towers of the castle being set 
on fire, the rabbin directed that those who pos* 
sessed the greatest firmness of mind, should first 
cut the throats of their wives and children. 
Jocenus accordingly began the iriiocking transac- 
tion, by murdering his own wife, and five children. 
The example was followed by the rest ; and, as 
a mark of honour, the rabbin himself cut the 
throat of Jocenus. It is highly probable, that he 
cut bis own throat also ; for he was found among 
the slain^ 

The frenzy of this unhappy people was equalled^ 
if not exceeded, by the subsequent cruelty of their 
Christian enemies; or rather of those barbarians^ 
who glutted their thirst after rapine and murder, 
onder the pretence of destroying the enemies of 
Christ. The jews who had refused io comply 
with the dreadful resolution of their rabbin, ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 HISTOIIT OF TttlB 

erted themselves to extinguish the flames ; aikl^ 
on the following morning, stood upon the walls ; 
where they, in the most lamentable manner, re- 
lated the horrid circumstance. To convince the 
besiegers of their sincerity, they threw the dead 
bodies of their brethren over the walls; then 
promising to become Christians, they earnestly 
supplicated for mercy. 

The enemies of the jews pretended to.be moved 
by taeir solicitations ; and through this means^ 
prevailed on them to open the gates. On gaining 
admission, they rushed like a torrent, and inhu- 
manly murdered the whole remnant of those 
hapless men. The cruel perpetrators of this 
diabolical deed then resorted to the Minst^r^ 
where the bonds, which the Christians had given 
to the jews, were deposited ; and, breaking open 
the chests, took and burnt, in the midst of the 
church, all the writings they contained. 

It is calculated that SOO men had taken shelter 
in the castle^ besides women and children. If 
this statement is correct, we may conclude that the 
total number of jews, who were thus slaughtered 
in the month of March^ 1190, amounted to more 
than 1500. 
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' Richard vta^ in the Holy Land^ at the time of 
this massacre^ and being informed of the events 
^ave orders for the bishop of JBly, his regent^ to 
repair to York^ and punish the offenders. The 
miscreants being previously apprised of his com- 
ing, fled from the city. The bishop, however, 
examined the remaining citizens, who declared 
Hiat inhabitants of neighbouring towns were the 
principal offenders; notwithstanding which, he 
levied a fine upon them, committed the high- 
sheriff and governor to prison, took away one 
liundred hostages, repaired the castle which king 
Woi. Rufus had formerly strengthened, and 
^ve the government of the county to his brother 
^Osbert de Longchamp. The one hundred in- 
habitants were taken to Northampton, and re- 
mained there in custody four years; when the 
citizens of York paid ten marks to the king, for 
their deliverance. 

A new colony of jews, encouraged by the 
conduct of Richard, soon supplied the places of 
those who had been thus cruelly exterminated ; 
and it appears that they rapidly grew rich, and 
lived in great magnificence; until the reign of 
Edward, the first king of that name after the 

F 
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Norman conquest^. Edward was very arbitrary 
to the Xews ; 280 of whom be banged at once, 
for adulterating the coin of the realm. He also 
ordered the goods of all other Jews to be con-* 
fiscated, and the whole of their fraternity to be 
banished the kingdom. Jubbergate in the city, 
and Jewberry, without the walls, north of Lay- 
thorp bridge, may both be considered as having 
derived their names from that people. 

War being likely to break out between Eng- 
land and Scotland, in the year 1199, during the 
reign of king John, a mediation wa» proposed ; 
and a meeting, between the two kings and their 
nobles, was heM at York. The result wa« aa 
agreement that the two sons of John, should 
marry the two daughters of the Scotch king, 
by which their iiijterests would be efTectualijr 
united. 

In 1216, the last year of John^s reign, the 
northern barons laW siege to York ; but, on re- 



* Three Edwards reigned as sovereigns over Eng- 
land previous to the Norman conquest, yet it is very 
• remarkable that this king, who- in reality was the faurth 
Edward, should be styled Edmard the first. Con- 
fusion and mistake have often been the natural result q£ 
this unaccountable inconsistency. 
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eetving a thousand marks from the inhabitants, 
granted them a truce till the octave of Pen«> 
tecost. Four years after this event, Henry the 
third, John's imniediate successor, being anxious 
for an alliance with Scotland, attended a con** 
▼ention at York, where the king of Scotland 
not only swore to marry Henry's sister, but, in 
three days after, performed his oath» 

In 1230, Henry, and the king of Scotland, with 
ihe chief nobles of the land, kept their chi'istmas 
at York> in a most magnificent manner ; and, in 
1251, Henry and his queen, met Alexander the 
third, son of the. before-mentioned king of Scot-^ 
land, at York^ The occasion of this meeting 
was to present the daughter of the king and 
queen of England, in marriage to Alexander, 
and to see the ceremony performed, with a 
magnificence and grandeur, suitable to the nup- 
tials of such exalted charactenk 

All the peers of the realm accompanied Henrys 
and, with the king of Scotland, came his mother, 
and many Scotch and French nobles. On 
chrifitmas-day, Henry conferred the honour of 
knighthood on Alexander and twenty of his 
. nobles ; and, on the following day, the royal pair 
were married in the cathedral, by the archbishop. 

F2 
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The ceremony was performed very earfy ih Ae 
morhing, to prevent the excessive erowding^ 
wUch other fi^be might have been expected* Ait 
immense number oi military commanders^ and 
other persons of rank, attended the king of 
England ; and^ the king of Scotland was also 
waited upon by more than <0 knights, clad ia 
a most superb manner* 

During the stay of these momtrchs^ in York,^ 
the archbishop several times evtertained them 
with princely munificence and grandeur; and 
expended, during the visit of the royal party,, 
no less than 4000 marks, or neisfly ^2700* 
The nuptial solemnities were however sckmi over,, 
and Alexander and his beautiful bride, attended 
by Sir Robert Norrice, knight. Sir Stephen 
Banson, Lady Maude, and several other dis- 
tinguished characters, departed for Scotland. 

In ^* Stowe^» Atmah-y^^ we are informed of an 
^extraordinary event, which, in 1276, occurred in 
Northumbria, and therefore deserves to be no- 
ticed ui the history of it's ancient capital. A 
person from France, of considerable property ^ 
says that wrker, brought into this province, a 
Spanish ewe* of very uncommon growth. It wa» 
.soou after attacked witb that iatal disease,, 
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tlie rot in sheep, which appears qot to have been 
previously known in this country. The contagion 
thus introduced, spread rapidly, and was dread* 
^ully prevalent for many years. 

Bdirard, improperly styled the first, son of 
Henry, stayed some time at York oh his way 
into Scotland, in the year 1201 ; when the famous 
irelchman, Bice-ap-Meredith, was conveyed to 
this city, tried for high treason, condemned, and 
idrawn through York, to the gallows, where be 
f¥tm hanged and quartered. 

Seven years afterward, Edward summoned a 
parliament to meet at York ; and, in an especial 
manner, required the presence of his mutinous 
nobility. The English barons attended, and the 
king's confirmation of Magna Charta, also of 
Charta de Foresta, was read to them. Though 
the English nobles attended, the Scotch lords 
did not ; it was therefore agreed, that the whole 
English army should rendezvous at York, the 
following A.pril, and tliat a general muster should 
then be made. 

At this parliament, the commotio ^{ranted tq 
the king the minih penny of their goods; the 
archbishop of Canterbury and )ii3 clergy, the 
ienih penny ; and the archbishop of York, an4 

F3 
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his clergy, a Jl/th. Edward soon after removed 
his courts of justice from London to York^ and 
summoning another parliament, renewed his 
former order for the attendance of the nobility of 
Scotland. They again refused compliance with 
the king's command; which induced him to 
issue a commission of array, ordering his subjects 
to meet him at Roxburgh, on St. John's day. 
The famous battle of Falkirk immediately en- 
sued. After this battle, the king returned to 
York; and in 1299, held another parliament 
there. That spring, Edward pursued the ad- 
vantages obtained at Falkirk ; and in 1906, com- 
pleted the reduction of Scotland. He staid some 
time in York, on his return ; and the same year 
again removed his courts of justice to London. 

In this reign, York ranked amongst the English 
ports, and furnished one vessel to Edward's fleet; 
but, when vessels were built on a larger scale, 
the commerce of York decreased, and Hull 
commanded that trade which had been previously 
contined to our city. 

In 1311, the unfortunate Edward the second 
kept his Christmas at York, and expecting an in- 
vasion from the Scots, caused the walls of this 
City to be strongly fortified, Piers Gaveston and 
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liis follQwers^ who had been banished by Edward I.^ 
<iQw repaired to the king at York, and were very 
kindly received by their sovereign. 

The fatal battle of Bannockburn was fought 
with the Scots^ libout three jears after this event ; 
jn whic)i the king Jo^t SO^OOO men. Edward 
narrpwly escaped to York ; where he called his 
pobles together for consultation ; but so inder 
cisive was this prince in his councils^ that nothing 
was then determined upon. 
. Of the value of money about this period^ some 
idea may be formed from a maximum^ fixed by 
the king's writs^ in 1314^ for the prices of the 
/oUowinjg articles : 

£. 9. d. 

Ho Ox, stall or corn fed, ^ be sold for more than 1 4 .0 

No graas-rfed Ox .to be sold for more than Ij} 

A fat stalled Cow, not to exceed 12 

Any other Cow^ jiot to exceed 10 

A fofi Muttony corn fed, or with wool well grown 18 

Ditto, ditto, shorne 12 

A fat Hog, two years old 3 4 

A fat Goose, twopence halfpenny — In the city 3 

A fat Capon, twopence — In the city 2} 

A fat Hen, or two Chickens, Id. — In the city 1} 

T^eoty-four Eggs ...» Q i 

F 4 
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The Court of Exchequer^ which had been re« 
moved to London in 1306^ appears between that 
time and 1318 to have been twice^ if not oftener^ 
held at York. 

Edward again visited this city^ in the year 13199 
for the purpose of raising an army, in order to 
proceed against Scotland ; on which occasion^ the 
Courts of Exchequer and King's Bench, with 
Doomsday Book and other records^ were removed 
to York for six months. The king found the city 
and country so thinly inhabited, that he was ob- 
liged to complete his forces from other quarters. 
He then proceeded to besiege Berwick; but 
scarcely had he arrived there, before the Scots, 
llfiving crossed the Solway, marched by a dif* 
ferent route into England, wastidg all the country 
to the gates of this city, and then retired. 

The archbishop of York, fired with in^ 
dignation at this audacity, raised an army 
of priests, monks, labourers, artizans, shop- 
keepers, &c., to the amount of 10,000; and 
hastening after those depredators, overtook them 
at Myton, near Boroughbridge, on the 12th 
of October, 1319. The Scots seeing the arch- 
bishop and his forces approach, drew up in 
order of battle, and then set QP fire several hay* 
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gtaek» ; tbe ftmoke of which Mowing in the faceg 
of the English, prevented them from seeing their 
opponents, The yeqerable commander, waq 
however a young soldier; and possessing more 
courage than military talent, he, instead of draw-^ 
nig back his forces, till the combustion had sub* 
sided, or beyond the ref^ch of it's effects, per*' 
mitted the enemy to avail themselves of the 
advantage it offered, aifd the Scots pouring down 
ppon his undisciplined qrmy, in firm and compact 
order, routed them, after a very feeble resistance, 
Between three and four thousand of the English 
were slain or drowned, iqcluding Nicholas Flem- 
ing, who was then, for t|ie 7th time, mayor of 
York ; and so many priests perished, that it w«s 
long called <' the White BaHle,'' 

The body of the n^ayor was honourably in- 
terred in the parish church of St. Wilfred ; and 
the archbishop granted an indulgence of forty 
days, to all the parishioners, who, being truly 
penitent and confessing their sins, should say a 
pater- noster, and ave-^maria, for the repose of 
his BouL A chantry was also founded for him, 
in the same church. 

On hearing of this defeat, Edward returned to 
York ; and in 1321, after the battle of Borough* 
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bridge, ThomaA earl of Lancaster^ and many of 
hh revolting barons, who had there been tal^en 
prisoners^ were conveyed to the king at York^ 
They were tried, acd being all found guilty, the 
earl was beheaded in front of his own castle at 
Pontefract, and the barons were hanged and 
quartered in thii^ city. 

In 1322^ Edward called another parliament at 
York ; by which a decree that had bejen passed at 
JLiondon, ag^nst tfaie Spencers, was rescinded ; and 
that family restored to the roya} favour. Robert 
B&ldock was also then made lord chancellor, and 
the king's eldest son if as created prince of Wales 
ji^nd duke of Aquitai|i. The prdinancev of the 
barons were likewise examined, ^nd a large s|ib« 
sidy was granted to the IfiOg. Edward imine* 
diately raised an army, and marched into Scot- 
land ; but the enemy having destroyed the forage, 
he was obliged to retire, for want of provisions ; 
and being followed by Robert, the Scotch king, 
was surprised, whilst at dinner in By land Abbey, 
^bout fourteen miles from York, and his forces 
were routed. Edward biniself, wa3 indebted for 
his safety to the swiftness of his horse, and made 
his escape to this city; where he endeavoured, 
by public amusements, to divert the chagrin 
occasioned by his ill fortune. 
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This sovereign was soon after deposed, and 
murdered by the queen; and his son, a youth 
only fourteen years of age, in 1327, was crowned 
king under the title of Edward the third, Bo- 
bert Bruce, king of Scotland, immediately sent 
an army of 20,000 horse into England, which 
ravaged the northern parts of the kingdom. On 
hearing of this, the young sovereign ordered a 
general rendezvous of all his army at York» 
whither he resorted. He was there joined by 
John Lord Beaumont, of Hainault, and more 
than 2000 foreigners ; who sought renown under 
the banners of that inexperienced youth. The 
king laid in this city, with an army of 60,000 men 
during six weeks ; all which time, it is recorded^ 
provisions were so well supplied, that they re- 
mained plentiful, and consequently cheap. 

The foreigners, in his array, presuming on their 
own importance and the royal kindness, behaved 
in too haughty a manner^ toward the English ; 
whose independent minds spurned at their re- 
peated insults. On Trinity«Snnday, the king 
gave a sumptuous entertainment at the mo« 
nastery, where his retinue amounted to 630 
knights ; and the queen-mother's suite consisted 
Ht sixty of the principal ladies in the kingdonu 
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That ereniiig, the royal guests werQ iafef? 
rapted^ whilst in the midst of their divefsions^ 
by a serious contest which iirose between the 
servants of the foreigners^ and some English 
archers; which latter so rapidly increased^ as 
in a short time^ to amount to nearly three 
thousand* The Hainaulters were soon put tq 
flighty many of them slain, and the remainder 
pbjiged to fortify themselves, in their quarters, 
as securely as possible. 

Their commanders, on being informed of the 
circumstance, retired from the court to their 
respective lodgings ; and it was with considerable 
difficulty that the king effected a temporary cest 
sation of hostilities ; part of the city having been 
set on fire during the contest. 

The next night, the foreigners, prompted 
by revenge, and beaded by their officers^ sud- 
denly made an attack on the I^incolnshire and 
Northamptonshire archers, and murdered about 
three hundred of them ; eighty of whom, we are 
told, were interred under one stone, in the yard 
of St. Clement's church, in Fossgate. This rash 
and cruel massacre so exasperated the Englidi, 
that six thousand of them entered into a com-! 
bination to sacrifice every foreigner ; and they 
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would certain^ have carried the horrid reaolutioii 
in^ elkctf had not the king prevented them^ 
by placing strong guards at the lodgings of the 
foreigner^^ and by removing the archers from 
their quarters. 

The Scotch army of horse had greatly derided 

the Ei^lish for pusillanimity; but when they 

lieard that such a formidable force was col- 

lected^ ambassadors were despatched to York, 

/with overtures of peace. Their terms, however^ 

«ot proving satisfactory, the Scotch ambassadors 

jwere sent away ; and the king eonunanded thai 

•every man should be ready, in one week, to march 

against the enemy. At the time fixed, this army 

left York ; the king having previously issued an 

order for placing the city in a state of defence. 

The Scots were overtaken at Stanhope Park, and 

would have fallen an easy prey to the English^ 

•had not the treachery of Lord Mortimer suffSered 

.them to escape. They fled home with great pre-* 

cipitancy, and the king^ excewively chagrined at 

the escape of an enemy whom he thought already 

in his power, returned to York> whence he-pro^ 

ceeded to London. 

Lord John, of Hainault, was however netl re^ 
warded by the king, and honourably sent to bi& 
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own country. He returned in 1328^ the foU 
lowing year, with his niece Philippa^ the most 
celebrated beauty of the age, who was only in 
her fourteenth year ; and conducted her with a 
great retinue to York, in order to marry her to 
the king. 

Edward and his con rt, were passing their chrkt* 
mas with great magnificence in this city ; and he 
received that beautiful princessand herattendants, 
with all the pomp and ceremony his high station 
could command. On the 24th of January, the 
marriage ceremony was performed in the cathe* 
dral. Not only at York, but throughout the whole 
country, tournaments, plays, feasting, and other 
demonstrations of joy then in use, celebrated the 
event ; and in this city continued during three 
weeKs. 

The foreigners however, in the midst of their 
festivity and wantonness, violently assaulted se- 
veral of the wives, daughters, and maid-servanty 
of the inhabitants residing in the suburbs of York. 
This lewd conduct was justly resented by the latter; 
who demanded satisfaction in honourable combat. 
A number of the inhabitants and foreigners, well 
armed, accordingly met early one morning, in 
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Watlingate#^ and fought so deftperafely, that 
627 of the Hainaulters, and 242 Englishmen were 
slain or drowned in the river, during the contest. 
The surviving foreigners swelled with hatred 
and revenge, for the loss of their countrymen, 
set fire to a part of the suburbs, which spread so 
rapidly, as to consume nearly the whole of one 
parish, before the flames could be subdued. 

In 1332, Edward again summoned a parliament 
to assemble at York; the principal occurrence 
at which, appears to have been a quarrel between 
the two archbishops, relative to bearing their 
crosses in each other's province. In 1334, on 
his way to Scotland, the king staid and kept his 
Christmas here ; and on his return, held a par* 
liament in this city. There were no fewer than 
•twelve parliaments assembled in York, during 
this reign and the one preceding. 
' In 1^7, Edward and his sod, the Blade 
Prince, being both engaged in the wars in France^ 



* Drake, when speaking of the Roman road from 

' York to Stamford-Bridge, &c. says, " I haye found in 

ancient History, that a street in the suburbs of this city, 

oat of Walmgate-Bar, through whieh the road must pass 

to York, was anciently called WatUngattJ* 
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David Bruce iava^ed EagiUndy with a i!uU df « 
terininatioa to destroy tbe country with $re i^ 
Mwori, >until be came to York ; and Jbe effected hia 
puilKWie 80 completely^ as to enable a detacbment 
jof bis army to destroy a part of the suburbs. 

Tbe beautiful queen, Philippic being in the city^ 
immediately collected all the forces she could; 
appointed the archbisliop of York> William de la 
Zoucby second in oooMnand of tl^e English army ; 
«nd marclied against the c^nemy. Otertaking 
ibe Scots at Neville's cross^ near Durham^ when 
f bey little expected such a visit, she Qompletely 
routed them, took their king prisoner, and left 
1^^000 of their men dead upon the field. She 
then returned to York.; whesre the captive king, 
David, was delivered to her with great cere- 
mony. He was detained here till the oity wivs 
strongly fortified ; and then, leaving tbe lords 
Percy and Neville, to govern the north, the queen 
proceeded to London, to present her prisoner to 
the king. 

It may be proper here to add, that William of 
Hatfield, the second son of Edward and Pbilippa, 
died young, and was buried in tbe cathedral at 
York; and that Edmund Langley, their fifth 
son, in the reign of their successor, was created 
the first duke of York. 
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During the year 1348^ a very alarming mer- 
iality raged in this eity nine weeks^ and con- 
siderably thinned it^s population. 

Richard the second, being on an expedition 
against the Soots, in ISBS, was some time in 
York. On this ooeasion. Sir John Holland, the 
king^s brother, and lord Ralph Stafford, ^dest 
son of the earl of Stafford, had a quarrel, which 
occasioned a duel, and the latter was slain, by 
Sir John, in a field near Bishopthorpe. 

Four years after, the clergy having a serious 
disagreement with the mayor and commonalty of 
the city, Richard again visited York, for the 
purpose of producing a reconciliation; which he 
soon effected. At the same time he gave his sword 
to William de Selby, the mayor, to be borne 
before him and his successors in office ; and from 
this special appointment of the king, our chief 
magistrate has ever since been honoured with 
the title of lord mayor. 

In the year 1390, a contagious disease carried 
off 1100 inhabitants of this city. The following 
year a still more dreadful pestilence spread all 
over England ; and raged with such fury in 
York, that more than 11,000 of the inhabitants 
fell a sacrifice to it's ravages in a short period. 

6 
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In 1392, Richard being displeased with (htf 
citizens of London, again renioyed the courts of 
king^s bench and chancery, to York, at the in- 
stigation of the archbbhop of this di6cese, his 
Grace being also lord chancellor ) but they re- 
mained here only front midsummer to christmas* 

This year was rendered remarkable, by the 
king presenting the first mace to the city, to be 
carried before the lord mayor, and a cap of maiiH 
ienance to the sword-bearer. 

About four years after, Richard changed thc^ 
government of thie city, by abolishing the oflBce 
of bailiffs, and appointing two sheriffs. Thus he 
made York a distinct county ; which is called^ 
in all law proceedings, the county of the city. 

We have already seen, in the second section, 
our ancient and venerable city gradually reduced 
from the metropolis of an empire, to the ca- 
pital of an earldom. The limits of the district 
included under this term .were, for a long time, 
co«-extensive with the boundaries of Northumbria 
as a kingdom. At what precise periods it's 
various subdivisions were made, cannot be easily 
ascertained. Alfred the Great is allowetl to have 
jH>rtioned out the kingdom of England into 
shires ; but, if the northern part of the nation 
was subdivided into the present counties, in his 
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tetgn, the earldom of Northumbria appears long 
after that time^ to haye embraced most of it's 
original extent. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, juiit 
preceding the Norman conquest, the present di-^ 
vision of Northumbria into the counties of York> 
Durham, Lancashire^ Westmoreland, Cumber-^ 
land, and Northumberland, is more decided; 
We however fihd as late as the reign of Harold^ 
the successor of Edward, that Morchar was thd 
earl of Northumbria, and governor of York; 
and that he continued so after the Norman con* 
quest. With Wallheof, the succ^sisor of this 
nobl^maii, and the last of the Saxon earls^ seems 
to haVe leased the distinction of Northumbria as 
an earldom ; and we may thence consider York 
as the capital 6( Yorkshire only« 

The earls of Northumbria are frequently called 
eafls of Northutnberlftnd also; yet after that 
period, thie earls of thiis name received their title> 
not from ancient Northumbria, but chiefly, if 
kiot wholly from that part of it which tioW con«> 
Btitutes the county of Northumberland. 

As York had been gradually declining in tm^ 
portance> by the changes and Involutions which 
occurred during 1000 years; so it appears to 

G2 
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have been the design of Richard, in the year 
J 396, by constituting the city a distinct county^ 
to confer upon it a mark of honorable distinction. 

The charter of Bichard the second, which com- 
manded that two s^er^s should annually be chosen 
by the citizens, instead of three baii^Sj as before 
that period, also ordained, says Drake, '^ that the 
city of York and suburbs of the same, should be 
thenceforth a county by itself, and be called for 
ever, the county qf the city of York*^ By 
Madox's Firma Burgi, it i» clear that this did not 
include that division which is now called the 
Ainsty, or county of the city. 

Tlie Ainsty was then but a hundred or wapen- 
take of the West- Biding of Yorkshire; under 
*^ the care of the mayor and citizens, as bailiffs,'' 
or stewards of it. Thus it remained until about 
fifty years afterward ; when, by a charter in the 
27th of the reign of Henry the sixth, it was 
annexed to the cotmty of the city ; and has 
ever since remained wholly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the lord mayor, and of those members 
of the corporation, who are by charter, magistrates 
of the city. Hence the inhabitants of the Ainsty 
are obliged to resort to York, for the adjust- 
ment of all civil dissensions, though the free- 
holders of that division are not entitled to any 
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priTileges or francbtses as citizens of York^ but 
remain in other respects as inhabitantfif of the 
county at large; being allowed to vote at the 
county elections. 

The Ainsty comprises the following towns and 
villages ; to which are annexed their distances 
from York : 

MILCg. 

Hessay 5J 

Healaugh 8 

Knapton 3 

Long Marston 7 

Moor Monkton 8 

Middletborpe -2 

Nether Poppleton .... 4 

Oxton 9 

Rufforth ^ 5 

Steeton 7 

Thorp- Arch 13| 

Tockwith 9 

Tadcaster 9 

Upper Poppleton .... 3| 

Walton 13 

Wighill 9 

Wilsrthorp 8 



Acomb 2 

Askham Richard 5 

Askham Bryan 4 

Appleton Roebuck ... 8 

Acaster Malbis 4| 

Acaster Saliby 6| 

Angram 6| 

Bickerton 19 

Bolton Percy 9 

Bilbrough 5| 

Bishopthorpe 2| 

Bilton 8^ 

Colton 6 

Copmanthorpe 4 

Catterton 7 

Dringhouses 1| 

Hutton Wansley 8 

Holdgute 1 

In addition to the above thirty*five towns and 

T?llages> there are also several hamlets and gen- 

G3 
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tlemeqsi' seats. The district is nearly surroiinded 
by the risers Ouse^ Wharf, and l^idd, whilst the 
iuterigr of the Aiiisty is well watered by the Foss, 
which glides through it's fields and enriches it's 
pastures, till, arriying near Bolton Percy^ it joins 
the river Wharf, As the reader may wish to 
have a more minute account, the boundaries of 
the Ainsty are given- below« 

The Ouse, from the confluence of that river 
and the Nidd, at ]^un*Moi\kton, on the north of 
the city ; to the confluence of the Wharf and 
Ouse, on the south, a distance of 1^ miles* 

The Wharf, from the meeting of the Wharf and 
Ouse on the south, to Flint- Mill House, near 
Thorp-Arch on the west, 12 miles. 

The wapentake of Claro on the west, from 
Flint-Mill House to Cattle- Bridge, on the Nidd, 
along the several parishes of ThorpT Arch, Bick- 
erton, and Cattle-Bridge, 43 miles« 

The Nidd, on the north, from Cattle-Bridge to 
the confluence of the Ouse and Nidd, at Nun- 
Monkton, 63 miles; niaking in t^ie whole a cir- 
cuniference of 38 miles, 

The district, now called the Ainsty, w!as for- 
inerly a forest; but it was disforested by the 
charters of Richard the first and kipg John« 
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The name in several ancient writings, is spelt 
AncHtffy which Drake supposes to have been 
derived from the old northern word Anentj sig- 
nifying a hundred or district contiguous to the 
city. 

York and the Ainsty were formerly considered 
as equal to about an eighth part of the west* 
riding, and to a twentieth part of the county at 
at large. The division of all assessments, is by 
act of parliament, for the city three fifths^ and 
for the Ainsty two fifths. 

York continues at present, the capital of 
the county of the city, and also of York- 
shire, which embraces several districts that 
are in some measure distinct counties, viz; — 
Hullshire, Holderness, Bichmondshire, Craven, 
and Cleveland. The whole forming, by much 
the largest county in England ; being 130 miles 
long, 90 broad, and 460 in circumference ; con- 
taining 5490 square miles, 

Yorkshire still retains another division, which, 
at one time, was general in most counties ; being 
separated into three parts, hence called tri- 
things, since corrupted to ridings, distinguished 
by the additions of north, east, and west. The 
last is the largesjt^^ most populous, and by muclv 
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the wealthiest of thq three ; abounding with well 
cultivated fields watered by fruitful rivers, and 
enriched with numerous extensive manufactories, 
and excellent market towns. This district is 
also interspersed with many rural and romantio 
scenes, adorned by the splendid mansions of the 
opulent, and the peaceful habitations of humble 
peasantry. 

The county is also subdivided into 24 wapen- 
takes or hundreds, including, as stated in the 
Yorkshire Gazetteer, 563 parishes, 66 market 
towns, and one city« 
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From the esfahlUhment of the County of the City^ fry' 
Bichard IL, to the arrival of King J^ames^ at York^ 
in 1617. 



About three years after Richard had granted 
to York the privileges which he conferred oa 
establishing the county of the city, he was de- 
posed; and died in Pontefract castle. Yarious 
opinions are however entertained^ relative to the 
inode of his exit : Some historians assert that he 
was there inhumanly ^^ starved to death ;" whilst 
others inform us that Sir Piers E^ton^ one of 
Henry's domestics^ was sent down, with eight 
ruffians, to murder Richard; which^ it is re^ 
corded, w$is effected in the following manner. 
They went into the room when he was unarmed ; 
but the valiant monarch so furiously attacked 
the first who entered, as to disarm the ruffian^ 
and kill him with his own weapon.. Three 
others of them the king also laid dead at his 
feet; and he probably would have slain them all^ 
had not Exton mounted a table behind that un- 
fortunate sovereign^ and cut him down with a 
battle axe* 
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The citizens of York testified their attachment 
to Richard, on various occasions, after his death. 
On the accession of Henry the fourth to the 
throne of England, after the murder of his law* 
ful sovereign, Henry Piercy, earl of Northum* 
berlapd, Richard Scroope, archbishop of York^ 
whose b{rother Henry had beheaded, Thomas 
Mowbray, earl Marshal^ the lords, Fauconbridge, 
Bardoff, Hastings, and several other persons of 
distinction, formed a conspiracy against the king; 
but they did not succeed, owing to the mismanage- 
ment of the archbishop. He wrote several articles 
hostile to his majesty, caused them to be fixed on 
the church doors ; and, in a sermon, invited the 
people to take up arms, to reform abuses. By 
these means, he caused 20,000 men tq resort to 
his standard, at York ; which was painted with 
the five wounds of our Saviour. 

The king, hearing of these proceedings, sent 
down 30,000 men, under the command of Ralph 
Neville, earl of Westmoreland, and his own son, 
John. They found the archbishop strongly en- 
camped on the forest of Galtres, near this city ; but 
being afraid to attack the reverend commander^ 
Westmoreland, by means of flattery and intrigue^ 
prevailed upon that prelate to give him the meet* 
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iiig, and settle matters amicably between the two 
camps. A meeting accordingly took place^ the 
archbishop being attended by the earl marshal. 
The generals shook hands in sight of both armies^ 
and reciprocated other tokens of reconciliation 
and friendship ; after which^ the archbishop^ by 
the persuasion of Westmoreland^ dismissed hia 
forces to their respective homes. 

Having by this stratagem deprived that pre- 
late of his means of defence, the treacherous 
Westmoreland arrested him and the earl marshal, 
for high-treason ; and caused both of them to be 
beheaded. Sir John Lamplugh, Sir Robert 
Plumpton, and several others, also suffered with 
them. 

The earl's body was buried in the cathedral ; 
but his head was Kxqd on a spike, and, according 
to Drake, exhibited for some time on the walls of 
the city. Walsingham however says, " it was fixed 
on n stake, and being placed on the city bridge, 
remained there, till Henry by a writ, dated the 
6th of August, in the 6th year of his reign, or- 
dered it to be taken down and interred with the 
body." The archbishop suffered with great for- 
titude, in a field between York and Bishopthorpe, 
on the 8th of June, 1405, and his bpdy also was 
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interrM in the cathedral. The latter being re^ 
garded aa a martyr^ bis tomb was visited by so 
many devotees, as soon to attract the attention 
and interference of the Icing* 

Henry immediately issued orders from Pon« 
tefracty for the seizure of all the libertiea 
and privileges of the city. Various trials, ex<? 
^cutions^ ^c.^ ensued; but he soon after pub* 
lisiicd a general pardon to all the archbishop's 
adherents^ d^ted at Ripon. This city was con« 
^^quenty reinstated in the euji^yment of it's for« 
iner privileges. 

The second yei^r of his reign^ Henry came 
to Yorlc, on his return from Scotland, and in our 
city witnessed a martial combat, between two 
foreign and two epglish knights; the latter of 
whom prevailed. The king was so well pleased 
with the victors, tliat he gave Sir John Cornwall^ 
who was one of them, his sister in marriage. 

In the year 1408, Henry passed through York^ 
after the defeat oS the earl of Northumbertend's 
forces, on Bramham-Moor. During this battle, 
the print pil of the Piercy family was slain; and 
his head being stuck upon a stake, was thus car- 
ried up to Loudon^ where it was placed on the 
bridge. 
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Henry the fifth and his qneen, proceeded to 
York, in 1412 ; and from the accounts we have 
of this journey, it appears to have been under* 
taken, owing to the prevalence of strong rumours, 
that the shrine of St. John, of Beverley, had 
exuded blood, all the day on which the battle 
of Aginoourt had been fought Victory being 
consequently imputed to^the merits of that saint, 
Henry made a pilgrimage to visit his shrine. 

Whilst the king and queen remained at York, 
an account arrived of the death of the duke of 
Clarence, the king's brother ; who was slain in 
France* By an old register, belonging to the 
city, it also appears, that during his reign, a 
command from the king, was received by the lord 
mayor, to seize and confiscate the estate and 
effects of Thomas Lord Scroope, of Masbam, who 
had been beheaded for high treason : his head 
was also sent along with the mandate, accom- 
panied by an order to place it over Micklegate 
Bar. 

During the reign of Henry the sixth, the house 
of York endeavoured to establish their title to 
the throne ; but Richard, duke of York, having 
fallen at the battle of Wakefield, bis head, in 
derision of his pretensions^ was crowned with 
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paper^ and with thoae of Richard , earl of Salis-* 
bury^ Sir John Limbrick, Sir Ralph Stanley, and 
others, was placed .oyer Micklegate-Bar, each 
face being toward the city. 

On the death p.f Richard, duke of York> £d«> 
ward, his son, was proclaimed king of England ; 
and, having collected a force of 4Q,000 strong, he 
encamped at Pontefract* Henry and his queen> 
were in York ; and in thb city or it's vicinity, 
had 60,000 men, which were commanded by the 
duke of Somerset, the earl of Northumberland, 
and lord Clifford ; : who proceeded with the army 
against Edward, leaving Henry> his queen, and 
son, in the city. 

A body of light horse, commanded by lord 
Clifford, cut their way through the pass, at 
Ferrybridge, which was guarded by a detach- 
ment from Edward's forces. Clifford, however, 
falling in with lord Falconberg soon after, was 
obliged to retire on the main army ; and, in his 
retreat, he was shot dead by a headless arrow. 

Edward, being doubtful of the fidelity of his 
^troops, published a proclamation, that all who 
wished not to fight, might leave the army ; but that 
it should be death for any to depart after the com*^ 
mencement of the battle. This offer was refused 
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by all, aad they immediately proceeded t6 Aieet 
the forces of Henry ; which were encamped in 
Towton field, two miles from Tadcasten Pre- 
Tious to the battle, Editrard^ who commanded in 
person, fearful of being embarrassed with pri- 
soners, issued a proclamation that no quarter 
should be given to the enemy ; and a similar 
order was, consequently given, by Henry's com« 
manders. 

Early on. the morning of Palm-Sunday, March 
29, 1461, the battle commenced, with a flight of 
arrows^ from Henry's men ; but, a shower of snow 

* The Bow seems to have been much used at this 
period; and so fidly was Edward convinced of it's 
effect on this occiviioDy that in ttie fifth year of his reign, 
an act was passt^d, commanding every Englishman 
to have a Bow of his oion height; and that Butts 
should be provided in every township ; at which the in- 
habitants were obliged to exercise, every feast day, and 
holiday, or be subject to certain penalties. Of course 
there must have been Bctts in or near York, but no rcr 
mains of them are now visible. It is however supposed 
lliey stood near CliffonTs Tower. 

Edward the second, in the year 1814, when march- 
ing from York against the Scots, seems also to have 
been much strengthened by tbe archers of his day ; for 



Digitized by 



Google 



U2 H«TOmT OF TRK 

wkidi fell in their feoes^ pvevented tbem from 
disceraiiig the exact digtatice of the eneny, and 
caused moit of their arrows to fall harmless on the 
ground* After Henry's forces had emptied their 
quivers^ Edward's men gathered up tlie arrows, 
and shot them back upon their former posseasors. 
On perceiving this, Henry's oommanden urged 
their forces to close combat, ai^ a desperate 
slaughter ensued. The Lancastrians, who were 
distinguished by the Red Rose^ at length gave 
way, and fled towards York. Many were lost in 
Grossing the bridge, at Tadcaster; and we are 
told that the rivulet near that town, and the river 
Wharf, were both discoloured with the blood of 
the slain — thisty-six THonaAirD sbvkn hun- 

we are informed^ that he summoned all the able men from 
this part of the country ; and by the following quotation, 
we find them to have been chiefly " quiyer'd warriors*'* 

'From Humberts streams, whose tumbling waves resound. 

And deafen all the adjoining coasts around, 

To where the Twe^d in softer windings flows. 

Full fifty thousand quivered warriors rose ; — 

A hardy race, who, well experienced, knew 

To fit the shafly and twang the bended yeio ; 

Bred up to danger, and inurM to dare 

In distant fight, and aim the feathered fear." 
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fallen on this memorable occasion. The dead 
bodies were buried in pits^ and such other places 
as offered the most ready receptacle for them. 
Quarter was granted to the earl of Devonshire ; 
but he appears to have been the only prisoner 
taken during that dreadful conflict. 

The fatal intelligence was immediately con* 
yeyed to Henry and his queen^ at York^ by the 
dukes of Somerset and Exeter ; with whom they 
fled into Scotland; Edward entering the city 
nearly as they departed. The victor soon took 
down from the bar, the head of his father, and 
those of his colleagues; and, in his turn, ordered 
several of the adherents of Henry to be beheaded^ 
and their heads to be placed over the same bar. 
Edward having quieted all the northern parts, 
returned to London, and was crowned king of 
England. 

In the year 1464, he again arrived at York, 
with a very numerous army, and most of 
his nobility, on their march against the Scots, 
French, and Northumbrians ; who had united in 
favour of Henry. The armies meeting at Hex- 
ham, a battle ensued, in which Edward was again 
triumphant. Among Henry's equipage was 

H 
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taken, the roytl cap, called Abacot, garnished 
with two ricb crowns* This diadem was used 
fit ESdwafd's coronation at York, on the 4th of 
May foUoK ing» when the ceremony was perlbrmed 
with great solemnity* At this time, kml George 
and Sir Humphrey Neville, with twcnty^fire 
more prisoners, weie beheaded. 

By a grant, from Edward to thia ^y, now 
lodged in the tawer, it appears tliat the cittcens 
had been friend^ to him and his cause; fd^ 
the patent n dated at York, June lOth, 1464, 
and expresses tlie king's great concern for the 
sufierings the city had experienced during those 
wars, and for the poverty they had occasioned ; in 
consideration of which, he not only relinquished 
his usual demands upon the city, but assigned 
it for the twelve sucn^eeding years, an annual 
vent of <£40, from his customs at UuU« 

This monarch, a few years afterward, privately 
married a lady in England, whikt the &mous 
earl of Warwick was negociating a treaty in 
France, for his inaRrtage with the French king's 
sister. Warwick , disgusted by Edward's conduct, 
espoused the cause of Ueury, in which be united 
his two brothers, one of whom was lord pre«* 
sident, and the other, archbishop of York. It 
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was agreed that the two ktter should stir up a 
commotion in the north, whilst Warwick, who was 
governor of Calais, should land in the south. 

With this determination, their attention was 
directed toward the city of York, where an hos- 
pital had long before been established, for the relief 
of the indigent ; and supported by donations from 
affluent farmers, in the time of harvest. Those 
voluntary contributions, however, by custom, were 
at length considered a debt due from each farmer 
to the hospital; and government appointed 
officers to collect them. This was made a pre* 
text for dissatisfaction, and the two brothers of 
the earl of Warwick, eagerly improved such an 
opportunity to increase the spirit of revolt. They 
accordingly misrepresented the affair; stating, 
that the hospital required no such assistance, and 
that the corn only went to enrich the priests. 
This stratagem had the desired effect ; and the 
public were so exasperated with the idea of 
having long been imposed upon, that 15,000 men 
assembled, and marched toward York. 

So warlike an appearance spread general alarm 
in the city ; and whilst the inhabitants were he«- 
sitating whether to march out and give the in- 
surgents battle, or not, the Marquis Montacute^ 

H2 
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the lord president before-mentioDed, whose ctfn^ 
duct in this instance is not easily accounted for^ 
selected a small number of men, and in the nighty 
attacked and defeated the insurgents ; many of 
whom he killed, and others he took prisoners. 
Among the latter was their leader, Robert Hoi- 
dern, whom he caused to be beheaded before 
one of the city gates. Another leader was 
soon chosen ; who marching into the south, took 
Edward prisoner, and placed him in the custody 
of the archbishop of York. This prelate sent 
him to Middleham castle ; whence he escaped^ 
and fled to the continent. 

Edward, however, in the year 1471, assisted by 
the duke of Burgundy, who supplied him with 
men and money, was enabled to land at Ravens- 
worth, in Yorkshire; which he did under the 
pretext of coming to claim his patrimonial estate 
of York only, and not the crown. This pretence 
was disbelieved by Warwick, who sent strict 
orders to York that he should not be admitted. 
Still Edward continued to advance toward the 
city; and, on his near approach, was met by 
two aldermen, who informed him that he could 
not be received there. 

Edward, in reply, repeated his former professions 
of loyalty to the king ; and appealed^ in strong 
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'terms, to the feelings of the citizens ; who^ on 
bis having sworn to preserve the liberties of the 
city, and to obey Henry^s commands, opened 
to him the gates. He rode immediately to 
the cathedral, and confirmed his oath at the 
aacred altar. This was, however, only base hypo- 
crisy ; for, no sooner had he performed this cere- 
mony, than be assumed the regal title, raised a 
^considerable loan in the city, and, leaving it well 
garrisoned, marched to the south. The battle of 
Bamet soon followed, at which Edward defeated 
Henry's forces, slew Warwick and his brother, 
and shortly after committed Henry to the tower; 
by whipb {^ward was enabled to rest in peaceable 
possession of the crown. 

. Some years subsequent to the battle of Barnet, 
Edward, being in the north, visited York. The lor4 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty on horseback, 
met his majesty at some distance from the city. 
They were accompanied by many of the principal 
citizens, some on horseback, and others on foot ; 
K^ho, on Gonductipg the king to the city, saluted 
him with loud acclamations. The rpy^l visiter 
staid only a few days; and, on his departure^ 
made the city a present of a large sum of 
Qioney. 

H3 
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In the ye-^r 1483, this sovereign paid the com- 
mon debt of nature ; and his brother Richard, 
who was then at York, and whom Edward had 
left guardian to hk sons, ordered a requium to 
be sung in the minster, for the repose of the 
king^s departed soul. 

Having performed this rite, probably to cover 
his neferious purposes, he went up to London. 
Soon after his arrival, he several times addressed 
letters to the mayor and citijcens of York, by 
which means he obtained 4000 men, cbiefly from 
this city, under pretence of bloody designs on 
the part of the queen ; and caused himself to be 
crowned in i<ondoii, with the title of Richard 
the third. 

On obtaining possession of the thrqne, h« 
imprisoned his nephews, and hastened to have 
his coronation repeated at York^ (luring thia 
journey, the execrable murder of those twa 
young princes, was perpetrated in the tower of 
London. 

The coronation was performed at the cathedra} 
in York, by archbishop Rotheram, with grea^ 
pomp and parade. AH the lords of the king^ 
dom, temporal and spiritual, were present oa 
this occasion ; and the city resounded in every 



Digitized by 



Google 



cmroFTOXK* lio 

pnt^ vfth tilts^ tourMnnentfty a<d other tri- 
UD^al sports; wbich were continued till Richard 
left the 4^ity» 

Previous to tUs prince's departure, he sum«- 
noned m meeting of the aldermen and commona, 
to whom he expressed his grateful remembfaace 
of their services; and said, that knowing the 
circumatances of the city were for from afflu- 
ent, he Would give^ far the relief of the ci(i- 
3^ns, certain pnvileges. These are described in 
an ancient record, in the following words; — 
4^ in esyng of the tolls, murage, butcher-pennys, 
and skitgild of the said cite, yerely £2&: 11:2 
for evyr ; that is to say, for the murage, £xx. 
ffnd the reaidue to the sheriffs ; so that it sliold 
fie lefull to every person coming to the said cite 
with thdir guds and eottell, and them freely to 
sell in the same withe«t l(uy thing gratifying, or 
payifi^ for toll or mura|ge of any of the said 
guds; and his grace most graciously granted to 
the mair and commonality of the said cite yerely 
xlc/. for ever, to the behoof of the commonality 
and chamber of the said cite ; smd yerely to th« 
mair for the tyme being, as his chief serjeant at 
ayrms, xiiiaf. of the day, bei|i^ by tlie yere, 
lfil8:«:0;' 

H4 
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However trifling those sums may now appear, 
it will certainly be acknowledged they were of 
considerable importance at the time th^ were 
granted, when it is considered that the current 
prices of grain, in the capital of the kingdom, but 
a few years before, had been as fpUow: 

£, #. A 

Wheat, per quarter ,... 3 

Barley, ditto Q I 10 

Peas, ditto 8 4 

Qat^, ditto ., V ,. V. 1ft 

Soon after the coronation in tins city, the duke 
of Buckiugham took up arms against the king; 
who immediately forwarded a letter, i^ddressed, 
<^ To the maire and cmnmuMilHie i^lhe citie ^ 
Yorky^ informing them of the circumstance, mA 
requesting assistance. On the receipt of Ihis let- 
ter, it was determined that John Spon, sergeant to 
the mace, should be sent to Edward, at Notting* 
bam, to learn his maje&ty's wilL The fatal battl^ 
of Bosworth field, in 1485, immediately succeeding, 
closed the career of that monarch, who, though 
guilty of many crimes, appears not to have been 
devoid of some virtues. Either from gratitude 
or policy, he requited the adherence of our city 
to his interest with royal munificence; and hg 
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different records, ^e find that his memory was 
highly honoured in this |>art of the country. 

Henry the seventh, in 1486, assumed the reins 
of govemment; and wisely united the interests of 
the red and white roses, by marrying the princess 
Elizabeth, heiress of the house of York. This po« 
litic measure, did not secure immediate tranquil* 
lity ; for in the second year of his reign, an insur- 
•rection broke out in the north, under the sanction 
of lord LoFel and the two l^tafibrds; and was 
afterwards headed by the earl of Lincoln. Tb« 
earl landed with Lambert Symnel, from Ireland ; 
-whom be cauied to be proclaimed l^ing, under 
the title of Edward the sixth. 

These noblemen, in the name of their king, 
sent a letter, addressed to the lord mayor, his 
brethren^ and the commonalty of the city of York, 
commanding that lodgings, victuals, &c. should 
4)e provided for the insurgents. The contents of 
this order 'were immediately communicated to 
Henry ; who, without delay, proceeded to the 
north, whither he had previously sent a consider- 
able number of unarmed men, with a view to 
pacify, rather than exasperate his enemies. This 
policy however nearly proved fatal to him; for 
an attempt was made to seize his person, whilst 
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he was solemnizing St. George's day in this eiij; 
and it certainly would have been sucoessfuU had 
not the earl of Northumfaeriand resetted him« 
Sk^veral of the principals id this insorrectioii were 
aecured, and hanged upon a gibbet in York ; 
iooQ after which Henry returned to the souths 

The county of Yorlc and the bishoprick of 
Durham^ in 1480^ refused to pay their quota of n 
land-tax^ granted to defray the expenses in* 
^urreel tyr sending an army into BritMy> and 
iwhicl^ h^A heen readily submitted to by all the 
other (oiintieflu The earl of Northumberland 
having w^ittep to the kii^^ respecting this re- 
fusal, received for ^uswer^ that the utmost fiirthing 
must be paid, of qAlier counties would expect an 
abatement. That iioUeniaii then summoned to 
York the chief persons concerned in this aflair; 
but, instead of using conciliatory means, he ad** 
dressed them in so haughty a manner, that con*- 
siderable irritation was the consequeiice. The 
people even rose, assailed his house^ and slew 
the earl, with many of his servatats« 

This was the commencement of a new insur- 
rection; but it was not of long continuance. 
The insuigeDts chose, for tlieir leaders^ Sir John 
Egremont, and John a Chambre, a man of pie- 
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beian birib^ but who had comiderable intuettce 
over the minds of the comitton pepple. The standi 
ard of rebellioa was iannediately raused; but thooe 
who rallied round it^ were.sooa d^f^^ted by Tho* 
Hiaa earl of Surrey, who took John a Chuabre 
priMnerf and had hioi j^s:eciited after l\h arrival 
0i York, on a gallows of extraordinary height ; 
many qf his accomplices being suspended be* 
neath bimf Those who escaped after (he battles^ 
^d tiasteued to the city for protection, but fled 
' from it on the approaph of the earl of Surrey. 
AiiM>ngst them wns Sir J* Egremont, who ob* 
tamed protection from Margaret, duchess of 
Ikirgundy, sister to the )ast two kings. 

On this occasion^ Hefiry also visited York, iA 
w4ef |o paotfy that city and county. He made 
« very short stay ; leaving the earl of Surrey to 
levy the tax without any i^batement. The firm* 
ness of Henry's conduct w damped the spirits of 
the northern makont^its, that they never more 
offered to disturb him. 

In 1^X)3, Margaret, Henry's eldest daughter^ 
-when on her journey into Scotland, in order to 
consummate her marriage with James lY,, visited 
this city, accompanied by five hundred lords^ 
ladies, and esquires* The citizens proved their 
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4Mibmi88ion to Henry, by paying her every nark 
of respect. The sherilb in their crimson gowns^ 
attended by one hundred citizens on horsebackf 
met her at Tadcaster; and at different places 
on the road, she was joined by other companies. 
The lord mayor also, arrayed in crimson satin, 
with a collar of gold, and every insignia of an* 
thority, attended on horseback, at Micklegate* 
3ar, with the recorder and aldermen/ all sump- 
tuously dressed^ accompanied by the burgessea 
and inhabitants on foot, to welcome the princess 
into the city. She remained here from Saturday 
till Monday ; and was so much pleased with the 
attention she received during her stay, that ou 
her departure, she made the following laconic 
speech : — ** My lord mayor ^ your bre^ren^ amd 
all the whole city of Yorky I shall evermore en-- 
dearomr to love you and this city, all the dfly^ 
of my life:' 

In 1509, Henry died, and was succeeded by 
his only son, Henry VUL, at the tender age 
of sixteen. This year was rendered remarkable 
also, by the art of printing having been esta-> 
blished in the city of York^ about 38 years after 
it's introduction into England from Germany. 
The Jirst printing press was erected by Hugo 
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^oeBy the son of an ingenious printer at Ant« 
werp. His ofl^ was in the Minster- Yard^ near 
* St. William's college^. We are informed that 
the royal printing presses were erected on the 
same seite^ in 1642, whilst Charles the first was 
at York. 

Five hundred men were raised in York and 
the Ainsty, in the year 1513, to join the army 
that marched against the Scots, under the earl of 
Surrey ; and which gained the memorable victory 
of Flodden field : 

^' Next went Sir Ninian Markenfil, 
Iq armour-coat of cutming work ; 

And next went Sir John Mandevile-^ 
With him, the citizens of York/' 

rOld ballad of FladdenJield.J 

In this battle, James the fourth, king of Scot« 
land, Henry's brother in law, was killed. His 
body was conveyed to York, and there exposed 

'''In Ames's ^* Typographical Antiquities j^ we observe 
the following curious passage : — ^* Printing, in York, 
was early, in respect to other places in this kingdom ; 
which would incline one to conclude, they bad some 
brave spirit among them, willing to cultivate common 
sense.'* 
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te public View, till Henry's return from fratiee J 
when it was presented to him at Bichmond. 

Previous to the year 1530, and even during 
some part of it, there were Eish^garths in the 
rivers Ouse and Humbev ; but they were found 
so injurious to the trade of York, by preventing 
the free passage of ships from Hull to this city, 
that the lord mayor and commonalty petitioned 
parliament for their removal. We accordingly 
find that in this year, the twenty-third of Henry 
the eighth, an act of parliament was passed at 
Westminster, '^ for amending the rivers Ouse 
and Humber, and for pulling down and avoiding 
of Fish-garths J piles, stakes, and other things 
set in the said rivers" 

In 1536, Henry's plan for the suppression of 
monasteries, met with considerable opposition, 
and caused many insurrections, particularly in 
the northern parts of ti^e kingdom. One of these 
was headed by lord D'Arcy, Robert Aske, esq. 
Sir Robert Constable, Sir John Bulmer and his 
lady, Sir Thomas Piercy, brother to the earl of 
Northumberland, Sir Stephen Hamilton, Ni- 
cholas Tempest, and William Lumley, esquires ; 
who, with forty thousand priests, peasants, and 
labourers, declared by proclamation, that they 
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TOse o&ly in defence of their religion i Hence 
tlm insmrection wm termed ^' The pilgrimage 
efgraee^ 

CommiMions were immediately issued to se- 
veral noblemen, commanding them to levy troops 
for the king; whilst Henry used every other 
exertion to assemble the greatest force possible. 
In the iiiterrm, Aske made himself master of 
Pontefract castle, York, and Hull ; and exerted 
all his influence to gain the assistance of the 
nobles, and other leading men in the county. 

The duke of Norfolk took up his quarters at 
Dottcaster, with M0& men, to which place the 
tehels advanced; but were prevented crossing 
the Don, in consequence of a great fell of rain, 
that caused the river to overflow it's banks. 
A proclamation of pardon was then issued, by 
the king, to those who would disperse; which 
being generally accepted, the principal insurgents 
were secured, and executed at Tyburn and Hull. 
Robert Aske, esq. the most active of them, was 
however suspended above Clifford's Tower, in 
York. 

The spirit of insurrection having much sub- 
sided in IMl, Henry paid a visit to the northern 
parts of his dominions, to receive their submission 
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in person. As be passed through Liliodlnshire^ 
the obligation conferred by his pardon^ was 
acknowledged by several towns^ accompanied by. 
a present of money from each. On his entrance 
into Yorkshire^ he was received by two hundred 
gentlemen, attended by four thousand yeoman 
and servants ; who, by the medium of Sir Robert 
Bowes, made humble submission, and presented 
the king with £900. 

On Barnsdale, Henry was met by the arch* 
bishop of York, and three hundred of his clergy; 
who also made great submission to the king, 
and presented him with £600. At the city he 
was received with great magnificence, by the 
lord mayor, who presented him with £100. 

The mayors of Newcastle and Hull, who had 
come here to meet his majesty, each presented 
him with the like sum. 

It appears that Henry expected to have an 
interview with the king of Scotland, at this time, 
in order to settle a lasting peace ; but the Scotch 
nobility and clergy, doubting his sincerity, op* 
posed the measure, and thereby disappointed the 
English sovereign. He stayed only twelve days 
in York, during which time, he established a 
president ^nd council in the city, under the great 
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•eal of Oyer and Terminer, which continued till 
the reign of Charles the first. The same year. 
Sir John Neville, kqight, and ten other persons 
were taken in rebellion, and executed at York. 

This city suffered much by the suppression of 
religious houses, in Henry's reign. Previous to 
that event, York, besides the cathedral church, 
tontained also forty-one parish churches, se« 
venteen chapels, sixteen hospitals, nine religious 
houses, and the venerable Abbey of St. Maky^ 
whose ruins are yet greatly admired. Not only 
this abbey, but monasteries, hospitals, chapels, 
priories, and even eighteen of the parish churches 
were involved in the general destruction ; and so 
prevalent was the spirit of plunder, and so un- 
restrained, that even the graves and vaults of the 
deceased were savagely torn open in search of 
treasure. Stone coffins were likewise emptied of 
the mouldering remains of mortality, and used as 
troughs in the ordinary occupations of life. 

The number of indigent individuals, was also 
greatly increased by many sick and old people, 
priests, nuns, &c. being thus deprived. of their 
dwellings. Drake says, ^^ This reformation went so 
far here, as almost to put a stop to all religion." 
Bven trade and merchandize suffered so ex- 

I 
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tremely by it, as to cause an act of parliament 
to be passed, in the following reign, for the 
relief of the city, 

Edward the sixth, succeeded Henry, his father, 
in 1*547, at ten years of age ; and in 1548, an in- 
surrection broke out at Seamour, near Scarbo* 
rough, promoted by the parish c^erk qf that 
place, and some other persons, under the pre- 
tence of reforming abuses in religion ; but being 
inconsiderable, it was quickly suppressed; and 
the leaders of this rebellion were taken th^ fol- 
lowing year, and executed at York, 

In 1551, this city suffered conafiderably by the 
sweating sickness, which eictraordinary disease 
was then prevalent in England. It's first attack 
was always by a sudden chiluess, succeeded by 
excessive perspiration ; which if checked by cold, 
was sure to prove fatal in a few hours. Such 
was the terror generally excited by this alarming 
disorder, that great numbers left the kingdom, 
thinking that by so doing, they shquld escape ihe 
contagion. Put their speculations proved futile, 
for the evil followed them ; and however strange 
it may appear, the most respectable authoritieii 
inform us, that the English people, in various 
parts of the continent, though breathing a purer 
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,W amongst men of different nations, daily fell 
Tictims to this disease ; whilst the foreigners who 
surrounded them, escaped the dreadful scourge : 

**This rapid fury, not like other pests 
Pursued a gradual course; but, iu a day 
Ruah'd as a storm o^er half the astonished isle. 
And strewMy with sudden carcasses, the land. 
Some sought protection in far-distant skies ; 
But none they found. It seem'd, the general air 
Was then at enmity with English blood : 
Infectious horror ran from face to face. 
And pale despair. 'Twas men^s sole business, tlien. 
To tend the sick; and, in their turns — to die V* 

Two years after, Edward paid the great debt 
of nature, and bequeathing his crown to the 
amiable, though unfortunate lady Jane Gray, that 
rictini to the ambition of her father, the marquis 
of Dorset, was, in due form, proclaimed his suc- 
cessor. She relucti^ntly accepted the regal ho- 
nors, and possessed them only a few days ; but 
with her husband, lord Dudley, was put to deaths 
by Mary, a cruel and bigotted character, who 
succeeded her. During the reign of this queen, 
who is frequently called bloody Mary, nothing 
of particular interest occurred relative to our 
pity; it not proving a scene of any of thos^ 
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dreadful fransactions, which at once distinguiah 
and disgrace this period of EogUsh history. 

Mary died and was succeeded by Elizabeth, 
in 1558. Against this 4|ueen> Thomas Piercy, 
earl of Northumberland, Charles Ne¥ine, earl of 
Westmoreland, and other persons of rank, rose 
in open rebellion, in 1560, intending to restore 
the Roman Catholic religion, and bring Mary, 
queen of Scot4i, to the English throne. To ac- 
complish this purpose, they marched with 1600 
horse and 4000 foot, to besiege York ; but hear- 
ing that the earl of Sussex was there, with 5000 
effective men, they retired, and laid siege to 
Barnard- Castle. That fortress was under the 
command of Sir George Bowes, and his brother ; 
who, after a gallant defence of eleven days, ca- 
pitulated on condition that the garrison should 
be allowed to march, with their arms and am- 
munition, to York; which they accordingly did. 

In the mean time, the earl of Sussex, the lord 
lieutenant, the earl of Rutland, lord Hunsden, 
William lord Evers, and Sir Ralph Sadler, with 
their forces, marched from York, against the 
rebels. Their approach induced the leaders, 
through fear, to desert their forces, and flee into 
Scotland. Being thus forsaken, the insurgents 
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dispersed; but most of them were killed, or 
taken nn their flight* Amongst the prispliers, 
were Simod Digby^ of Aiskew, and John Ful- 
thorpe, of Iselbeck, esqfs. ; also Robert Penny- 
man, of St<^kdsley, and Thomas Bishop, jun. of 
Poeklington, gentlemen, all of whom were im-^ 
prisoned in the castle of York. On the Good 
Friday following, they were hanged, beheaded^ 
and quartered, on Knaresmire ; and to complete 
the barbarous practice of those times, their heads 
were placed over the four principal gates of 
the city. 

The earl of Westmoreland escaped, from Scot« 
land, into Flanders ; but the earl of Northumber- 
land was betrayed and given up, by a false friend, 
the earl of Moreton ; after which, lie was con- 
veyed a prisoner to York, and beheaded on the 
twenty-second of August, 1572, on a scaffold, 
erected for the purpose, in the Pavement of this 
city. His head was then placed on a high pole, 
over Mieklegate-Bar, where it remained till it 
was taken away two years after. His body was 
interred, by two faithful domestics, in the church 
of St. Cru:x, without any memorial. 

The liead of the earl of Northumberland seems 
not however to have been taken down by official 

18 
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tommand ; for, in a curious old manuscript writ-" 
ien in those times, we find the following : *^ In 
the year 1574, the head of the earl of North* 
umberland, was stolen, in the night, from Mick- 
legate- Bar, by persons unknown/' In the same 
manuscript it is recorded, that during this year^ 
n, very considerable earthquake was experienced 
in York. It also further adds, that a prison otf 
Ouse* Bridge was about that time erected. 

The year 1585, was remarkable for a union of 
many of the churches of this city ; and in 1600, 
York was again visited with a very serious earth- 
quake, which alarmingly pervaded most of the 
streets. 

At the death of Elizabeth, in 1602, she was 
succeeded by James the sixth, of Scotland. On 
his coming from his own dominions in the follow- 
ing year, to take possession of the crown of Eng-. 
land, he visited this city the 16th of April ; and 
was received with all the ceremony and splen- 
dour customary on such occasions. The lord 
mayor and corporation, previous to his majesty's 
departure, made the king a present of a valuable 
silver cup, with a cover of silver and gilt, weighing 
seventy-three ounces, and containing two-hundred 
angels of gold, the value of which was £100; 
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In toiurn for this present^ the king conferred the 
honor of knighthood on the lord mayor. 

In the following June, his queen, and their 
two eldest children^ Harry and Elizabeth, visited 
York^ on their road from Edinburgh to Lou« 
don, and were received with every mark of 
honourable distinction. They remained here 
several days ; and on their departure, the queea 
was presented with a large silver cup, with a 
double gilt cover, in which were eighty angels of 
gold. To the prince was also given a smaller 
cup, containing gold, value £20; and, to the 
princess, a purse of twenty angels of gold. 

The plague, which the preceding year had 
carried ofr30,d78 persons in London, raged to 
such an alarming extent here, in 1604, that the 
markets within the city were prohibited, to pre- 
vent the contagion from spreading into the 
country ; and stone crosses were erected in va- 
rious parts of the vicinity of York, where the 
country people met the citizens, and sold them 
their commodities. Several of these crosses are 
yet remaining. The lord president's courts were 
adjourned toRiponand Durham; many of the 
inhabitants left the city — the minster, and even 
the minster-yard^ were both shut up, and the 
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Unfortunate subjects, of infection were sent i# 
Hob-Moor and Horse- Fair, where booths of 
boards were erected to receive them. No fjewer 
than 3512 inhabitants of York fell victims to 
this pestilential disease ; though by means of these 
precautions, it was not of long continuance* 

Ih 1607, during a protracted and severe frosty 
the river Ouse was completely frozen over, and 
the ice was so strong, that various sports were 
practised upon it. Drake observes^ that even a 
horse-race was run on the frozen element from 
the tower at the end of Marygate, under the 
great arch of the bridge, to the crane, at Skel* 
dergate Postern. 

Seven years after this event, there was so con- 
siderable a fall of snow, during a frost of about 
seven weeks, that when it was dissolved by a 
tliaw, attended with but little rain, ttie Ouse ran 
down Northstreet and Skeldergate with so much 
violence, as to oblige all the inhabitants of those 
streets to leave their houses. It being the 
March assizes, four boats were employed at the 
end of Ouse- Bridge, to carry passengers across 
the river ; and the same number were engaged 
in Walmgate, to ferry over the Foss. The 
flood lasted ten days ; in which time it drove 
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down many small bridgeg. This frost was fol* 
lowed by a drought, that continued till August 
following, and caused a scarcity in hay, beans, 
and barley, which raised the price of each to an 
unprecedented average. 

In August 1617, king James passed through 
York, attended by the principal men of England 
and Scotland, on a journey to the latter. His 
majesty was received with the usual ceremonials ; 
and after the sword had been presented to him, 
a standing cup^ value £30:^:7, and an elegant 
purse, the price of which was £3, containing 
100 double sovereigns in it, were also given to 
him. 

It is remarkable that the king, after having 
attended divine service at the cathedral, on the 
sabbath*day, touched about 70 persons, afflicted 
with the kvMfs-evily who had assembled there 
for the purpose ; a certain proof they were the 
slaves of that still greater evil — ignorant pre^^ 
jndiee. He also dined with the lord mayor, the 
same day ; and, after dinner, knighted his lord* 
sliip and the recorder. 

On Monday, James rode to Sheriflf-Hutton 
park ; and, on the following day. Dr. Hodgson, 
chancellor of the church, and chaplain to his 
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majesty^ preached before him at the manorj 
where the king kept his court whilst at York. 

The lord mayor^ aldermen ^ and sheriffs, being 
present on the occasion, James, after the sermon, 
took leave of them ; and entering his coach in 
the manor-yard, travelled the same evening to 
Bipon. One hundred and seventeen pounds 
were, on that occasion, charged on the city, for 
fees to the king's officers. 

This was the last visit with which York was ho- 
noured by that king ; who is ranked by several 
historians amongst men of learning; but who fixed 
an eternal blot on his character, by the execution 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, fifteen years after sen- 
tence had been pronounced upon him. 

James was not only a learned character, but 
also an author, which being extraordinary in a 
sovereign, the following list of his works is given : 
lie ^rst wrote ^^ A Commentary on the Reve- 
lations," in which he calls the Pope, Antichrist:^ 
The next was, " Basilicon Doron ;" or, Advice to 
his Son : Then followed '< Daemonology ; or a 
Discourse on Witchcraft:" And lastly, '* A 
Counterblast against Tobacco ;" all which were 
afterwards published togetlier, in one volume 
folio. 
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SECTION V. 

J^tm 1617> to the surrender of York to the Pur- 
Uamenfe Army, in 1644. ^ 

XN the last two Sections, tbe tender feelings of 
the reader will not have been much distressed 
with recitals of the horrors of war ; but all ter- 
restrial afiairs are fluctuating, and now it is the 
painful duty of the historian to recount scenes of 
distress, and solicit attention to events both dis- 
graceful and degrading to mankind. 

King James, who stretched the royal preroga- 
tive to it's utmost bounds, died in the year 1625^ 
and was succeeded by the unfortunate Charles the 
first. He^ though not without some virtuous prin- 
ciples, trod in his father's steps, and Was soon 
overtaken by retributive justice. His unhappy 
reign demands particular notice in the history of 
this city; because the dreadful effects of the civil 
war which then raged, were not experienced in 
any other part of the kingdom, so deeply as in 
York and it's vicinity. 

It may be proper previously to mention some 
minor occurrences. In the year 1631^ the citizens 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 ittsToiiT 6f Tltli 

renewed their charter respecting the county of 
the city ; " to which they procured the addition 
of St. Mary, Clifton, Rawcliffe, Heworth, 
Osbaldwick, Tong-hall, Heslington, Gate Fol« 
ford. Water Fulford, and St Lawrence's church* 
yard, out of Walmgate-Bar ; with all the lands 
to them belonging; as also a yearly fair for 
tattle, to be held on Thui*sday and Friday next 
befoi'e Candlemas-day." This extension, was 
however soon afterward revoked ; and the char- 
ter now remains in it's original form. 

King Charles paid a visit of three days to our 
city on his journey to Scotland, in 1683, and 
was very sumptuously entertained by the lord 
mayor and the archbishop^ Presents likewise 
were made to him, of a large silver cup and 
cover, and a purse of gold, of one hundred 
pounds value or more. 

* The loyalty of this city, and of some other 
corporations, was strikingly evinced in this jour- 
ney ; but the manner in which it was displayed, 
according to Echard, furnishes cause of regret. 
{The recorder, Thomas Wilkinson, esquire, de- 
graded himself by delivering a fulsome address 
4o the king, on his knees ; and that writer also 
^observes, ^^ feasting to excess was, at this time, 
introduced into England, and has ever since been 
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earried on^ to the great damage of many estates, 
4pd more manners, in the kingdom." 

In 1688, a remarkfible Roman relic wag d\%^ 
covered in digging the foundation of a house on 
Bishophill-the-elder, King Charles being in 
York the following year. Sir Fordinando Fairfax 
presented it to his majesty, who ordered it to be 
conveyed to the manor* Ther^ it was kept some 
time ; but Sir Thomas Widdrington, who resided 
in Lendal, afterwards had it in his possession. 
This curious relic of Roman times, -was however 
lastly seen at the house of lord Thomas Fairfax, 
in this city, where it remained till the desertion 
of th^t house by his son-iQ-l^w, the duko of 
Buckingham ; from which pei^iod ao traces of it 
can be found* 

Dr. Martin Lister, the antiquary, saw this relic 
at the duke's boiise, find admired it so much, that 
he sent the following description to the Royal 
Soi^iety : ^Mt is a «maU but elegant altar, with 
figures in bfisso relievo^ of sacrificing instru* 
ments, &c. j on the si^es of it.'' He also stated , that 
the altar had suffered an accident by the stupid 
ignorance of some masons, to whom lord Fairfax 
liad given orders to place it on a pedestal, in the 
court of his house at York. The same gentleman 
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expresses some surprise^ when observing the 
stone was not of the grit kind, generally used by 
the Romans for those purposes ; but such as is 
found in the quarries near Malton. 

It is to be lamented the form of this altar has 
not been preserved. The following is however 
a copy of the inscription upon it, which was care<* 
fully transcribed by Bryan Fairfax, esquire, an im«i 
mediate descendant of it's first English possessor*. 



HOSPITAL IBYSFE 

mTisvsa OB CON 

SSCAT^M SALVTM 

SVAM SYORVMa 
PAFL' MARC/AT^ 
VSFRyEF'COH 

ARM SACfKC'J) 



■aBaBSBaBaaBHBBBBBipHHB 
After describing this vestige of antiquity, 
Drake observes : " The inscription has the 
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iiaweat nbbreviatioos ia it that I ever met with ; 
^ly^, except the last line, is obvious to any 
one that understands the latin tongue. This 
bears several readings — Mr. Horsley gives it 
aram sacra faciendo fumcupavit dedicamt. 
Sir. Ward, in l|is annotations, published in the 
Britannia Romana, supposes it to mean, aram 
sacramftactam nqmine conimuni dedica^it. For 
iny part, I prefer Ursatuif's notes, who, for cer- 
tain, had seen the like pn other altars abroad ; ' 
^nd he reads it, n^mini ctmservQiori dedicalam, 
vel darijussit^^ 

The whqle may thus be translated : ^ To the 
great and mighty Jupiter, and to all gods and 
goddesses, household and peculiar gods, Publius 
Aelius Marcianus, prefect of a cohort, for the 
preservation of his own health and that of his fa- 
mily, dedicated this altar to the great preserver.' 

When the Scotch rebellion of 1639, broke out, 
Charles again visited York. He was met at 
Tadcaster by the sheriffs, and at Micklegate-Bar 
by the lord mayor, and other officers of the cor- 
poration. The trained bands of the city and 
Ainsty, amounting to six hundred men, clad in 
buff and scarlet, with russet boots, black caps, 
and feathers, were drawn up on the outside of 
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Micklegate-Bar ; and received him with a ge^ 
neral discharge of musketry. When the king 
had reached the manor, those men drew up in 
Bishop fields, on the opposite side of the river, 
Itnd performed their exercise, firing four rounds. 

As the king went to the cathedral, on the fol-* 
lowing Sunday, the trained bands formed a lane, 
ranl( and file, for him to pass through. Their be« 
haviouf was altogether so gratifying to this mo« 
narch, that he not only distributed a sum of 
money i^mongst them, but also returned his 
thanks to them \n person. 

That afternoon:^ Charles held a council at the 
manor, relative to the fiffairs of Scotland ; and 
during his stay, spent much time in reviewing 
his troops ; our city and it's neighbourhood being 
the principal rendezvous for the foyal army. 

During this visit, the king, who was then 
thirly-nine years of age, ordered the bishop of Ely 
to wash the feet of 39 poor aged men, in warm 
water. This was done in the south aisle of the 
minster, and the bishop of Winchester, the king's 
almoner, re-washed them in white wine, wiped, 
and kissed them. His majesty conferred a more 
substantial kindness upon the poor men; by 
giving to each money, wine, and bread. 
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On Good Friday, he touched 200 persons, for 
the purpose of curing the king^s-evil ; and before 
he left York, the king and his whole court dined 
ivith the lord mayor ; whom he knighted. He 
also conferred the same honour on the recorder. 

After passing nearly a month in York, Charles^ 
with bis forces, proceeded against the Scots; 
who, on his approach, laid down their arms, and 
swore obedience to htm. The following year^ 
finding the king had disbanded his forces, they 
entered England, under the command of the earl 
of Leven and the marquis of Montrose; aud^ 
proceeding to the borders of Yorkshire, levied a 
contribution of £850 per day on Northumberland 
and I>ttrham^ and threatened soon to occupy this 

city. 

The king again hastened to York, and was re* 
eeived with every mark of loyalty. Whilst there, 
he issued a proclamation of pardon, to all who 
would in future be obedient to their sovereign. 

This proclamation had little effect upon the 
rebels, who had previously halted at Newcastle. 
The king, therefore, marked out several in- 
trenchments and fortifications, for the better 
security of the city; and summoned a great 
council of all the peers of England, to meet 

K 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 HISTORY OF THK 

there within twenty days. On the day the write 
were issued^ Sir Jacob Astley arrived at York^ 
with the king's whole army, amounting to 12,000 
foot, and 3000 horse ; half of which he encamped 
in Clifton- fields^ and half in Bishop- fields, on 
each side of the Ouse. To accommodate them^ a 
temporary bridge of boate was formed over that 
river. 

Above fifty pieces of ordnance, 132 waggons 
loaded with powder, match, and shot; also several 
loads of pick-axes, spades, and shovels, were^ at 
the same time, brought here from Hull. Many 
of the cannon were planted in front of the camp ; 
and a guard was kept, day and night, at every 
Bar and Postern round the city, during nine 
weeks ; for, though the Scots had made several 
pretensions of desiring to enter into treaty, the 
king had been informed, that they secretly enter- 
tained an intention of surprizing him in York. 
About Martinmas, however, the weather being 
severe^ the soldiers were quartered in the neigh- 
bouring villages. 

On the 10th of September, 1640, Charles as- 
sembled the gentlemen of Yorkshire, and pro- 
posed their paying the trained-bands for two 
months; to which they agreed. After entreating 
his majesty to exert himself for the restoration of 
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peace with the Scots, they begged that he would 
immediately summon a parliament, as the only 
means of restoring tind insuring a continuance 
of tranquillity* 

On the 24th, the peers, whom, only, Charles had 
summoned, met at the deanery, in this city ; the 
hall of which was hung with rich tapestry* The 
king's chair of state being placed at the upper 
end of the hall, his majesty thence delivered a 
speech of considerable length; in which he 
remarked, that jiot having time^ under ex- 
isting circumstances, to assemble a parliament^ 
he had, according to the custom of his prede- 
cessors, called a great council of peers, whose 
advice he earnestly entreated, respecting his 
conduct towards the rebels, and the maintenance 
of his army. 

It was soon agreed that a treaty should be en- 
tered into with the Scots; and sixteen noble- 
men, viz.t the earls of Hereford, Bedford, Essex, 
Salisbury, Warwick, Bristol, Holland, Berkshire, 
viscount Mandeville, and lords Wharton, Pagget, 
Brook, Powlet, Howard, Savile, and Dunsmore, 
were appointed commissioners. York was chosen 
by Charles as the place of treaty, but the Scots ob- 
jected to it, and Ripon was finally agreed upon. 

K2 
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The king and his council of peers sat in York 
more than a month, during which tinie, numerous 
messengers passed between .them and the com* 
missioners at Ripon ; but the latter being of the 
same religious and political opinions as the rebels, 
did not act a faithful part towards the king ; and 
their proceedings consequently were not pro- 
ductive of any decisive arrangement- 

By Echard's History of England, we learn 
that whilst Charles was in York, the marquis 
of Montrose, one of the Scots' generals, was so 
much disgusted with the treachery of the king's 
commissioners, that he wrote a submissive letter 
to him, and freely offered to support his ma- 
jesty with both life and fortune* That letter 
falling into the hands of one inimical to the 
king, was sent to Lesley, the other Scots' general ; 
who accused the marquis of corresponding with 
the enemy. In reply to this charge, the latter 
demanded to know who durst call the king an 
enemy. Lesley, surprized at such bold and open 
conduct, relinquished any further proceedings 
against the marquis. 

. The commissioners still continued to act with 
duplicity ; and, finding the earl of Strafford had 
defeated several of the enemy's regiments^ which 
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had advanced too far during the treaty, they 
persuaded Charles to remove the seat of de- 
plomacy to London, in order to meet his par- 
liament. He acceded to the advice, but the step 
proved extremely prejudicial to the king^s in* 
terest. This parliament voted the abolition of 
the council court of York, in order td remove 
from the king the earl of Straflbrd, who was the 
last president and judge of this court, and was 
entrusted with a more ample commission tbaiti 
any of his predecessors. 

The situation of aflhirs in the norths the loy-' 
alty of the inhabitants of York, and the conduct 
of the long parliament, were strong inducements 
for king Charles to notice, by frequent visits, the 
second city in his kingdom. After a short stay 
in the* metropolis, he returned to York on the 
twentieth of November, 1641. He was then on 
his way into Scotland, where he had summoned a 
parliament, in order to ascertain iheit disposition 
towards him. 

The king was accompanied by his son, after* 
wards Charles the second ; also, by the Palsgrave 
of the Rhine, the duke of Lenox, and several 
other noblemen. The day following their ar- 
rival, he dined with the lord mayor, and knighted 
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both him and Robert Berwick^ esquire^ the re- 
corder. Perceiving that his persoq was iq 
danger^ the king demanded a guard from the 
freeholders of Yorkshire, for his protection; 
ivhich wa3 readily granted, 

III March, 1642, Charles removed his coart to 
York; where he^ and his son, prince Charles, 
with many of his nobles, were received with every 
token of attachment. The principal men of the 
county, and many also from the south, resorted 
to him, so that his court soon assumed a consi* 
derable appearance of splendour* 

The Yorkshire nobility, gentlemen, and others^ 
who were then attending the assizes^ presented a 
loyal and affectionate petition to his miyesty, 
praying him to inform them of any expedient^ 
likely to remove the misunderstanding between 
himself and the parliament ; and offering to exert 
themselves to effect so desirable an object* The 
king returned a brief answer, requiting them to 
address their petitions to the parliament^ and 
proceed as might seem most proper for the 
public welfare, Charles also now ordered .his 
^tate printing presses to be placed in the house 
of iSir H, Jenkins, formerly St. William's college, 
in the yard belonging to the minster; and a 
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paper war soon commencedy which ended with 
more serious hostilities. 

In Aprils 1642, the king went from York to 
Hull^ intending to secure the magazines of that 
town^ which were even more considerable than 
those of the tower^ in London ; but his majesty 
had the mortification to find the gates shut 
against him^ and the bridges drawn up. Sir John 
Hotham^ the governor^ appeared upon the walls^ 
and refused to admit his sovereign. Charles, 
obliged to return^ slept at Beverley that night ; 
and arrived at York the following day ; whence 
he sent an address to parliament, complaining of 
the conduct of Sir John Hotham, and demanding 
that he should be punished as a traitor. In 
ireply, they forwarded to the king, at York, 
certain resolutions, approving the conduct of 
Sir J. Hotham ; together with a declaration, vin* 
dicating their own proceedings. These deter- 
minations were delivered by lord Howard, of 
Escrick, lord Fairfax, Sir Hugh Cholmley, Sir 
Philip Stapleton, and Sir Henry Cholmley, who 
were also ordered by parliament to reside in 
York, as spies over the conduct of the king. 

The principal men in Yorkshire, considering 
the conduct of Sir J. Hotham as an open de« 
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elaration of war, sent an address to Charles ; in 
which they offered to collect a sufficient number 
of men in the county, to take the town of Hull 
by force ; but the king declined their kind offer, 
under the vain idea that a reconciliation might 
be effected* 

Various messages, petitions, declarations, &c* 
passed between the king and his subordinate 
rulers, whilst he remained in York ; and his 
majesty having summoned the Yorkshire gen- 
tlemen to meet him in the city, on the 12th of 
May, 1642, four thousand of them assembled; 
to whom Charles made a formal address, relative 
to the state of the country. His court was at 
that time held at Sir Arthur Ingram's house, in 
the minster-yard, and not at the manor ; but the 
republican part of the assembly, together with 
the high sheriff", Sir R. Hutton, knight^ of Golds* 
borough, after hearing the king's speech, retired 
to the deanery, and there signed an answer to it, 
requesting his majesty to throw himself entirely 
upon the parliament, on whose care and affection 
he might safely rely. To this address, the king 
replied in a very brief and indirect manner. 

The loyal party was, however, much more 
numerous than the other, and determined tp 
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show their loyalty, by a public address to the 
king, expressive of their atfachment to him. 
Charles returned an appropriate answer; after 
which, two hundred young men of the county 
voluntarily formed themselves into a troop, under 
the command of the prince of Wales. His ma- 
jesty had also seven hundred of the trained band, 
which were paid every Saturday, at the king's 
individual expense. This small force, raised 
solely for the protection of the king's person, 
was made a subject of complaint by the par- 
liament; who said that Charles was levying 
forces to subdue them; and they accordingly 
published several pamphlets on the subject, to 
alarm the people. One of those particularly 
deserves notice from it's strange title, which was 
as follows.: " Horrible news from York, Hull, 
and Newcastle ; concerning the king's majesty's 
intent to take up arms against the parliament." 

Whilst the king was at York, the Portuguese 
ambassadors came to this city. Sir Edward Lit- 
tleton, keeper of the great seal, also joined his 
majesty, and brought with him that important 
mark of sovereignty. The following noblemen 
likewise left their scats in parliament, to pay 
their duty to the sovereign, at York, viz. : 
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Duke of Richmond 


Earl of Newport 


Marquis of Hartford 


••• Th^Det 


Hamilton 


Lord Mowbray 


Earl of Cumberland 


Strange 


Bath 


Willoughby 


Southampton 


Longueville 


Dorset 


Rich 


Salisbury 


Andover 


............ Northampton 


Pauconberg* 


Devonshire 


Lovelace 


Carlisle 


Pkolet 


Chire 


Newarii 


Westmoreland 


Coventry 


Monmouth 


...•...• Savile 


Lindsay 


Dunsmore 


Newoastle 


Seymour 


Dover 


CapeU 


Carnarvon 





The state of the nation now began to wear a 
rery serious aspect. Charles issued a procla- 
mation^ dated at the Court at York, the 27th of 
May^ 1642; in which^ under pain of punishment, 
according to law, he strictly prohibited all his 
subjects, belonging to the trained bands or mi- 
litia, from rising, marching, mustering, or ex- 
ercising, by virtue of any ordinance from either, 
•r both of the houses of parliament; without his 
consent and warrant. 
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At the same time^ the king issued an order^ 
requiring all ministers^ freeholders, farmers, and 
substantial copyholders, to assemble on He worth* 
MooTy in the vicinity of this city, on the third of 
June following. Above seventy*thousand people 
assembled at the time and place appointed.. The 
king attended, accompanied by one hundred and 
fifty knights^ with their esquires and gentlemen, 
and guarded by eight hundred foot soldiers. As 
bis majesty approached his assembled subjects, 
he was greeted with three loud huzzas; after 
which the king addressed them in a formal 
speech, respecting his situation, their loyalty^ &Ct 
A printed address, also, from the king to the 
freeholders, was distributed on this occasion. 
It comprised an apology to the latter for the 
treatment, affronts, and provocations, which in 
their petition to his majesty, they bad complained 
of having received at York. 

In ^^ Hurtley's Account of the Curiosities in 
Craven," is the following paragraph on this sub- 
ject : '^ Another petition of the gentry, ministers, 
Ireeholders, and inhabitants of the county was 
now offered to be presented by Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, but which his majesty refused to accept* 
Stfange ftnd unaccountable infatuation ! to refu^^ 
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the loyal and affectionate petition and adriee of 
so many thousands of free born subjects^ thus 
respectfully presented and importunately ten-^ 
dered to him^ eyen upon the pomel of his saddle^ 
by a man of the first character and consequence, 
in a country^ and at a moment^ where so inju- 
dicious a rebuff could only tend to increase, 
instead of allay, the popular discontents, and by 
a man too, says lord Com. Whitlocke, who knew 
him well, of as meek and humble a carriage as 
ever I saw in high employment.'* 

After addressing the people, Charles returned 
to his court ; which appears to have been very 
splendid. Loud acclamations of ^^ God bless the 
king,'' resounded from his friends, as he retired ; 
and accompanied him, till he was safe within the 
court gates. 

In answer to the king's proclamations, the 
parliament issued an order, directing all high- 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and other officers, 
within 150 miles of York, to be vigilant in stop- 
ping arms and ammunition going towards the 
city, and to apprehend all persons who were 
found transgressing. 

After various messages and negociations had 
passed between Charles and the parliament, during 
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kis majesty's stay of five months at York^ he 
called another meeting of the Yorkshire gen- 
tlemen, who seem to have advised him to quit 
this part of the country^ to prevent it's being 
the seat of hostilities. The king accordingly 
took an affecting leave of them^ and issued a 
proclamation from the court at York^ on the 
twelfth of August^ requiring those who favoured 
his cause^ to meet him at Nottingham, on the 
twenty-second instant. He then repaired to that 
town, and erected the royal standard ; the dreadful 
signal of civil war. ^* Tq your tents, O Israel f^^ 
was now the universal watch- word. The earl of 
Cumberland was left supreme commander of the 
country in all military aflhirs ; and Sir Thomas 
Glemham second in command — both of them at 
the particular request of the Yorkshire nobility 
and gentry. 

It is very evident, that both the king and his 
discontented subjects, were for some time averse 
to embroiling the nation in the horrors of a civil 
war ; but the latter, inflamed by the conduct of 
the former, were hurried on to take steps which 
it was not easy for them to retrace. A little 
more forbearance in the one, and a greater degree 
of condescension, united with firmness of mind in 
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the othef, might probably have prevented thow 
dreadful scenes which followed^ and which it te 
our painful duty to record. 

It was on the second of Septemb^r^ 1642^ that 
the king left the city of York ; and the lord 
mayor immediately summoned all the citizens to 
the Guildhall, before whom the earl of Cum* 
berland's commission was read. It was conse- 
quently determined that the city should be placed 
in a posture of defence, also that guns should be 
mounted on the gates; and these resolutions 
were carried into effect. A treaty was however 
entered into between the two parties, king and 
parliament, to preserve the peace of this county; 
but it was of short continuance. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax and captain Hotham» son 
of the governor at Hull, fortified Wetherby and 
Tadcaster ; from the former of which places they 
repulsed Sir Thomas Glemham, in two violent 
assaults. The earl of Newcastle was therefore 
aent for, and soon arrived with six thousand 
horse and foot, and ten pieces of ordnance. He 
was joyfully received at this city ; and the earl of 
Cumberland, finding himself unpopular with th& 
Yorkshire gentlemen, resigned his commission td 
this new commander. 
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Conceiving his troops sufficiently refreshed in 
three days^ tlie earl of Newcastle proceeded 
against the enemy at Tadcaster, with four thou- 
sand horse and foot^ and seven pieces of ord- 
nance. The other two thousand men were sent^ 
under command of the earl of Newport, to We- 
therby, with orders, when that town was taken, 
to join the main forces. Drake says, the earl 
of Newcastle found two thousand men, in the 
trenches at Tadcaster ; but. Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
in his memoirs, lately republished, says there 
were only seven hundred. 

The attack commenced about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, and lasted till four or five in 
the afternoon. In this conflict, there were 
slain on both sides about three hundred men. 
The principal person amongst them, was a 
Captain Lister, who was shot in the head. 
His son passing through Tadcaster some years 
after, evinced a very strong filial attachment. 
Naturally inquiring where his father had been 
interred, the sexton, who was digging in the 
choir, showed him a skull which he averred to 
have been his father's. On examination, a bullet 
was found in it, which testimony to the truth of 
the sexton's words, so affected the young man, 
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that he was immediately overpowered by tlie cir- 
cumstance, and died soon after. 

The earl of Newport did not join the forces of 
the earl of Newcastle as was agreed upon ; the 
former being deceived by captain Hotham, who 
sent counter orders with the forged signature of 
" Wm. Newcastle." This circumstance consi- 
derably discouraged the forces of the earl of 
Newcastle, but no serious disadvantage arose 
from it; for in the night, lord Fairfax drew off 
his men to Selby and Cawood, leaving the place 
unprotected. 

After this event, Sheffield, Wakefield, Leeds, 
Halifax, Bradford, and other places, were in a 
very short time reduced to the subjection of the 
king ; and Yorkshire, consequently presented 
many dreadful scenes of bloodshed. 

The city of York being the head-quarters 
of the general's army, was so oppressed by the 
soldiers, that one parish, containing but forty 
houses, had five hundred men billeted upon it. 
The jails were filled, and there being also 380 
prisoners in the castle, other buildings were used 
as places of confinement. One hundred and 
eight were kept in Merchant^s-Hall, and one 
hundred jn Davy*Halk Among the prisonem 
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Id crowded together, a raging ferer broke out^ 
which occasioned several deaths; 

On the 22nd of February, 1643, the queenl 
landed at Bridlington Quay, from Helvoet-Sluice^ 
with thirty-six pieces of brass, also two of iron 
ordnance^ and small arms for 10,000 men. Thel 
general wetit from York^ to escort her majesty; 
and after sleeping at Malton^ the preceding 
night, she> on the eighth of March, with the 
earl and his principal attendants, in three 
toaches, accompanied by eight trobps of horsey 
and fifteen companies of foot, wad met on Hew-^ 
orth Moori by the lord mayor, aldermen, and a 
great number of citizens^ who welcomed her into 
York with every demonstration of joy; 

On the following day^ the arms and atiimu- 
nitidn were conveyed to the city, in five hundred 
earts, and deposited in the Guildhall. York 
was then well fortified, more than twenty pieces 
of cannon being planted about it, viz. : on the 
Old Bayle, the Fryers, Micklegate, Walnigate, 
and Monk Bars, &c. We find also tliat the 
magistrates were obliged to furnish 800 men 
daily, to assist an equal number, provided by the' 
fkiunty, to repair and secure the walls, ditches^ 
and other fortifications,' 

t 
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In 1643, the earl of Montrose came, with lord 
Ogilvy, and 120 horse, to present himself to the 
queen at York, and communicated to her intel- 
ligence of moment; but this the marquis of 
Hamilton had the art and address to induce the 
queen to disregard. Sir Hugh Cholmley, go-^ 
vernor of Scarborough castle, also returned to 
his obedience ; and, with 300 men, joined her 
whilst in this city. , 

A proof of the queen's kind and generous 
disposition^ evinced at this time towards her 
enemies, it would be improper to omit. Being 
informed of the miserable condition of the pri- 
soners of war^ for want of fresh meat, she sent 
them £20 from her own private purse^ besides 
commanding them to be supplied with a large 
quantity of provisions, and procuring an order 
from the general for threepence each per day, 
for their maintenance. 

On the first of June, a petition was presented 
to her majesty, from the nobility and gentry of 
Yorkshire, praying her to remain at York till- 
the conclusion of. peace; but^ unmindful of her 
personal safety, the queen left the city in about 
five days, attended by the general, and guarded 
by a strong body of horse and foot ; having been. 
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here three months. She was safely escorted to 
the king, and for this attention to the queen^ 
Charles afterwards created the earl of Newcastle 
a marquis. 

In the spring of 1644, Sir Thomas Fairfax haring 
gained a victory at Selby, expected he should be 
able to dictate terms to the city ; and with this 
view, sent to Lesley, the Scotch general, wh6 
had just entered England, to assist him in under- 
taking the siege of York. Their united forces 
were found insufficient, as the marquis had four or 
five thousand horse in the city ; but the earl of 
Manchester, with six hundred foot, one hundred 
horse, and twelve field pieces, comitig to their 
assistance, was quartered near Clifton, not far 
from Bootham-Bar ; whilst the forces of Fairfax 
were at Fulford and Heslington, and the Scots at 
Bishopthorpe and Middlethorpe. The city was 
thus surrounded by 40,000 men, commanded by 
Fairfax, Lesley, and the earl of Manchester; 
who erected several batteries against it. 

Sir Henry Slingsby, who espoused the royal 
cause, and who was present at the siege, has given 
a particular and no doubt a correct description of 
it, in his Memoirs, lately published ; from which 
we learn^ that the enemy began his approaches 
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by raising a battery upon the Windmill-hill, ou 
the road to Heslington. Five pieces of cannon, 
planted upon this battery, played for some time 
into the city. He then approached nearer, and 
took the suburbs without Walmgate-Bar ; plant- 
ing two pieces of cannon in the street against the 
bar, and another at the dove-cote, within a stone^s 
cast. The enemy next worked under ground, 
close by the bar, and made his mines in two 
several places. 

One cannon-ball, weighing sixty pounds, shot 
from '' Mill-Hill," without Walmgate- Bar, passed 
through the steeple of St. Sampson's church ; an 
appearance of there having been such a per- 
foration is yet visible. The spire of the church 
of St. Dennis, in Walmgate, was also shot through 
by the besiegers*. 



* In an old manuscript journal, kept at this period by 
a citizen of York, is the following curious anecdote, which 
is extracted verbatim, to show W^originality. " During 
the time of the Leagure, the Enemy Shott well nigh forty 
hott Bullets out of their Morter Pieces, which Protidence so 
Directed as the most of them were Quenched in the River 
Foss, only one Slew a Maid, in Thursday Markett as above 
said, and a Shell of that fell into Mr. Clark's Chamber, 
the Writing Master there, which broke down a Sparr of 
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The king's friends on their part, were not inac- 
tive ; but sharply returned the fire of the enemy» 
They also drew within the walls, the inhabitants, 
of the suburbs, and set fire to their houses, which 
occasioned many smart skirmishes, through the 
exertions of the besiegers to preserve the builds 
ings for their own convenience. 

The only hopes of the besieged were centered 
in the speedy arrival of prince Rupert, who, 
after defeating the parliament's army, and raising 
the siege of Newark, was hastening to their 
relief* The day of his arrival being very un- 
certain, the marquis of Newcastle endeavoured^ 
by a pretended treaty with the besiegers, to di- 
vert their attention from an immediate attack. 
Several letters passed — a complete cessation was 
agreed upon — commissioners met, and terms 
were proposed, which after a week's deliberation, 
were fully rejected on the 15th of June, 1644. 

When the cessation of hostilities expired, the 
three generals violently renewed their 'assaults 



the House, and Cast down a Couple of Ling upon Old 
Mrs. Clarke, which Knocked her under the Table, being 
almost Eighty Years of Age, so that the Table did Pi*e- 
serre her from Hurt, save only that there was a Scarr 
without a wound/' 
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upon the city. The forces of Manchester under- 
Viined St. Mary's tower, near the Manor, and 
major-general Crawford sprung the mine, which 
took effect, and buried many in the ruins ; but 
he did not inform the other generals of his in- 
tention, or they might have made a diversion in 
favour of the storming party. The mine was 
sprung on Trinity-Sunday, when most of the 
commanders in the city were at the cathedral. 
Sir Henry Slingsby being more minute on this 
point than any other writer, his own description 
will be found highly interesting. 

^^ The building fell outward, which rendered 
the access more easy. Then some at the breach, 
and some with ladders, got up and entered, to 
the number of five hundred. Sir Philip Byron, 
who had the guard of that place, was unfor- 
tunately killed, as he opened the doors into the 
bowling-green, where the enemy had forceti their 
way. But the difficulty was not much ; we soon 
beat them out again ; having taken 200 prisoners, 
and killed many of them, as might be seen in 
the bowling-green, orchard, and garden. 

*^ The enemy were, all this while, busy about 
their mine, at Walmgate-Bar, and we as busy in 
countermining ; but, at length, both gave over, 
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being hindered by water. Tbey bad beaten 
down the top of the bar^ as low as the gate^ 
which we had barricaded up with earth; and 
besides^ had made a traverse against it, and pulled 
down some bouses near the gate." 

Another writer says that one of the enemy 
being taken prisoner, at that time, in '^ St. 
George's Close," then under the command of 
the governor, was conveyed to Clifford's Tower, 
and there closely examined by the lieutenant 
colonel, respecting the operations of the enemy. 
During this examination, the prisoner confessed 
that a mine had been begun in a cottage near 
Walmgate-Bar, which the enemy at that moment 
had extended more th&n half way under the 
gate. ' On receiving this information. Sir Tho- 
mas Glemham immediately proceeded to frustrate 
the designs of the besieging army. He com- 
manded that several houses near the bar should 
be destroyed ; and that a mine should be opened 
above the other, into which he bad large quan- 
tities of water poured, to prevent the enemy 
from proceeding. This plan prmluced the de- 
sired effect ; the governor, however, being fearful 
it might not answer, had previously ordered a 
strong rampart of earth to be raii^ed, at some 
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distance within ih^ bar^ for the better security pf 
the city. 

Early on the morning of June 24^ a party of 
about QOO men sallied out of Monk-B^r^ and 
furiously assaulted the earl of Manchester's quar? 
iex^y but w^re soqn driven back with considerable 
1qss« 

The siege was carried on for nearly another 
ife^hy ^ith the utmost vigour on the part of the 
PArlictmcntari^nisi ; and their repeated attacks 
^^r^ 9S bpldly repulsed by ^he besieged army, 
gp JoyaJ v[pre jhe inhabitants of York to their 
{fQvereigp, that even the women incurred great 
f^puger^ ap<| ^ndurpd fnuch fatigue in it's dpr 

fence, 

A )ipe of circumyallation drawn round the 
pity, effeptually cut off the supply pf fresh pror 
TiMon^, so that iputton spld at si^tepn s^iillings 
per quarter, beef i^t four shillings per stpne, pork 
pt seven shillings, bpcqn pt fpur shillingii, eggs 
p( threepence each, fresh butter at twp shillingft 
pn4 eightpeppe pef ppunc|, pnd oatmea) at twp 
shillings and ejghtpenpe ppr peck. Suph a stock 
pf salt proyisiops and grain, howeyer, )iad been 
laid in by the earl, in expectation of the siege^i 
fl^Ht; tbe^e wps no want of either; and li^uo(i| 
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were plentiful. The high prices of some articles 
were, nevertheless, severely felt, *^ My lord,'* 
says Sir H. Slingsby, ^^ took a course to have 
the soldiers, &c. billeted, and proportionably laid 
upon the gentlemen and officers, either to find 
them meat or money, after a groat a man per 
diem ; which, for my share, came to four pounds 
five shillings a week: the money being raised 
out of the corn that I bad brought into the 
town.'' 

Under these circumstances, eight men were 
ichosen, to pass the enemy's scouts, and liasten to 
inform the prince of their situation ; but, the 
writer just alluded to, informs us, that all or most 
of them were takeni either going or returning. 
He also adds; '^ We made fires upon the minster, 
and were answered by others from the towers of 
Pomfret castle* They kept so strict guard, either 
in night or day, that 1 could get no one to go to 
Red House ♦, and bring me word how my children 
did." 

On the 30th of June, the parliament's forces 
learned that prince Rupert, with twenty thousand 



* The ancieot seat of the Slingsby family, situated on 
llie southern bank of the Ouse, about seven miles north- 
lyest of York, 



Digitized by 



Google 



170 HISTORY OF THB 

men^ had advanced to Knaresbrough and Bo* 
roughbridge; and^ being conscious of their in- 
ability to contend with him in the situation then 
occupied, they resolved to withdraw from the 
siege; and accordingly retired, the following 
day, to Marston-Moor. 

The prince had then arrived within four miles 
of York ; and, according to the account given by 
Sir H. Slingsby, sent to request the earl of New* 
castle to meet him with the forces he had in 
the city. On the second of July, therefore, his 
lordship marched out with all his forces, except 
the regiments of Colonel Bellasis, Sir Thomas 
Glembam, and Sir Henry Slingsby. 

A council of war was consequently held, at 
which the marquis of Newcastle endeavoured to 
persuade the prince not to attempt a battle; 
urging, in support of his opinion, that consider- 
able discontent existed among the generals of 
the parliament's forces, and also, that in two 
days, he expected Colonel Clavering with five 
thousand men. The marquis proved correct in 
his remarks ; but the prince, stating that he had 
received orders from the king, to fight, added 
he was determined to attack the enemy, im- 
mediately. 
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Sir^bomas Fairfax observes, that the forces 
of parUament were, more numerous than those 
of the king ; but they were divided in .ospmion, 
the English forces wishing to flight the i-oyalists, 
whilst the Scots were desirous to retreat, as they 
alleged, both to gain time, and possess them- 
selves of a more advantageous situation* 

Kupert lost no time in following the retiring 
army^ and arrived at Marston, just as his 
enemies had broken up with intention of pro* 
ceeding to Tadcaster. Drake observes, that 
part of his forces being on the north side of the 
Ouse, had to cross Poppleton ferry, which for* 
tunately happened to be fordable; but Sir H. 
jSlingsby says, the Scots had made a bridge of 
boats over the river, by which prince Rupert's 
forces were enabled to pass. 

The king's forces immediately possessed them- 
selves of the principal part of the moor; and, 
the parliamentarians finding the prince resolved 
to attack them, ranged their army in a field of 
rye, at the end of the village of Marston, front- 
ing the moor from Marston to Tockwith. 

Sir Thomas Fairfax commanded the right 
wing of the horse, consisting of eight troops, — 
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The main battalia^ and the foot towards the right 
wing^ were commanded by bis father^ lord Fer- 
dinando. General Lesley commanded towards 
the left; and the earl of Manchester, and his 
lieutenant-general, Cromwell, led on the left 
wing; making, in all, about seventy troops. 
Their field word was " God with us ;'* and pre- 
yious to the attack, they were heard singing 
psalms ; an employment highly commendable in 
itself; but which, in the present day, on such an 
occasion, would appear very extraordinary. 

The two armies had formed about three in the af- 
ternoon. The prince's forces amounted to 14,000 
foot, 9,000 horse, and 26 pieces of ordnance: 
Himself led on the left wing, the earl of New- 
castle the right ; and lord Goring, as general of 
the foot, assisted by Major- General Porter and 
Sir Charles Lucas, led the main body. The field 
word, given by the prince, was : '^ Gody and the 
king:' 

The mark of distinction, in the king's army, was 
to be without either band, or scarf. That of the par- 
liament's, to place a white paper, or handkerchief, 
in their hats *. The great guns played on both 

* Vicars's Parliamentary Ghronicle. 
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Bides for about two hours^ with but little effectj^ 
though a cannon shot, from the parliamentarians^ 
killed a son of Sir Gilbert Haughton^. The 
army moving down the hill^ in brigades of 800^ 
1000, or 1200 men, descended into the plain ; 
and, advancing towards the royalists, they were 
mrithin 'musket shot of each other, at five 
o'clock, and an awful silence for some time per* 
Taded both parties; for there being a ditch and 
bank between th^m, each hesitated about com* 
mencing the attack. At length, the forces of 
parliament, by a running march, made their way 
over the ditch, and charged the king's troops. 
. The first division of the royalists advanced 
against them, with great fury, and charged Crom- 
well's division of 300 horse, but was unsuccessful, 
as Cromwell's forces broke through; and, as- 
sisted by the rest of his horse of that wing, and 
major-general Lesley's regiments, they also com- 
pletely broke all the right wing of the prince ; 
whilst the earl of Manchester's foot, on their 
right, dispersed and cut -down Rupert's foot. 
The marquis of Newcastle's own regiment, con- 
sisting of 1000 stout Northumbrians, being at 

t Sir Heory Slingnby V Memoir*. 
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tbis time deserte*! by the horse, were literally 
cut in pieces. The rest of that wiug iled, ia 
eoiU*usioti, towards York. 

The prince, with the left wing had better suc- 
cess; for, though Sir Thotnas Fairfax and €oloneI 
Lambert, with five or six troops, charged through 
them, the rest of the parliament's forces! were 
defeated, and their main body left the field, and 
fled several miles towards Tadcaster and Cawood^ 
under the impression that all was lost. This 
idea the three generals, Manchester, Lesley, and 
Fairfax, also entertained ; and they all were, con- 
sequently, quitting the Held, when Cromwell'^ 
having observed the Royalists too eagerly pur- 
suing their ilying enemies, rallied, by the assist- 
ance of Sir Tliomas FairfiEix, some of their hors6 
and Manchester's foot, and chained the prince's 
wliole forced. The situation of the two armies 
was now completely reversed, and the royalists 

* The following note is takea from the Diary of genera^ 
Sir Thomas Fairfax. — " I must ever rememt>cr, with 
tliankfulness, the goodness of God to me, this day ; for 
having charged through the enemy, and my men going 
after the pursuit, and returning back to go to my other 
troops, I was got in among the enemy, wlio stood up and 
down the field, in several bodies of horse ; 'so taking the 
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marched, with considerable resolution, down the 
corn field. 

Thus after each side had supposed themselves 
victorious, was the battle renewed with desperate 
efforts. At the expiration of three hours of hard 
BghtiRg on both sides, victory crowned the ex- 
ertions of the parliament's forces ; who, before 
ten o'clock, cleared the field, recovered their own 
ordnance, took the prince's train of artillery, and 
pursued the royalists within a mile of York; 
eight thousand men, according to some accounts, 
having been slain in the whole, on both sides* 
The poor villagers, who were commanded to 
bury the dead, asserted they interred 4150, — 
two thirds of whom appeared to have been me» 
of rank. Their graves are yet to be seen near 
Wilstrop Wood. 

Immediately after this bloody contest, the earl 
of Manchester rode through the ranks, thank* 
ing his troops for their gallant behaviour ; and 
exhorting them to ascribe their success to the 

signal out of my bat, I passed through them for one of 
their own con^manders, and got to my lord of Manchester's 
horse, in the other wing ; only with a cut in my cheek, 
which was given mc in the first cliarge, and a shot which 
my horse received/' 
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Lord of Hosts. He also added, thai thougb i^ 
was then t(K> late to administer to their several 
necessities^ at day-break they should receive 
every attention^ 

Evening bad far advanced, when the royalista 
arrived at Micklegate-Bar, and there a scene of 
confusion and misery ensued, beyond description^ 
None but the garrison being suffered to entery 
the admittance ivas extremely tedious; and many 
of the wounded, fainting under fatigue and 
anxiety, filled the air with sounds of distress. 

In a small work, entitled <' A Military History 
of Germany and England/' written by an English 
gentleman, who served at this time in the royal 
army, is the following curious paragraph :— 

^^ Tlie prince got into York with the earl of 
Newcastle, and a great many gentlemen, and 
seven or eight thousand of the men, as well 
horse as foot. I had but very coarse treatment 
in this fight ; for, returning with the prince from 
the pursuit of the right wing, and finding all lost^ 
I halted with some other officers, to consider what 
to do : at first we were for making a retreat in a 
body, and might have done so well enough, if 
we had known wliat had happened before we 
saw ourselves in the middle of the enemy ; for 
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iSir Yhomas Fairfax, who had got together his 
scattered troops, and was joined by some of the 
left wing, knowing who we were, charged us with 
great fury« It was not a time to think of any 
thing but getting away, or dying upon the spot : 
the prince kept on in the front, and Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, by this charge, cut off about three re* 
giments of us from our body, but, bending 
his main strength at the prince, left us, as it 
were, behind him, in the middle of the field of 
battle. We took this for the only opportunity 
we could have to get off, lind^ joining together, 
we made across the place of battle in as good 
order as we could, with our carabines presented* 
But our work was not done yet $ for^ on a sud- 
den, we saw ourselves under a necessity of fight* 
ing our way through a great body of Manchester's 
horse, who came galloping upon us over the 
moor4 They had, as we suppose, been put* 
suing sdme of our broken troops, which were 
iled before, and, seeing us, they gave us a home 
charge* We received them as well as we could, 
but pushed to get through them, which at last 
we did with a considerable loss to them. How- 
ever, we lost so many men, either killed or 
separated from us^ (for a}l could not follow the 
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same way,) that of our three regiments we could 
Xkot be above four hundred horse together^ when 
"we got quite clear, and these were mixed men, 
some of one troop or regiment, some of another. 
Four hundred of this body, as 1 afterwards un- 
derstood, having broke through the enemy's body 
another way, kept together, and got into Pon- 
tefract castle, and three hundred more made 
northward, and to Skipton, where the prince 
afterwards fetched them off. Those few of us 
that were left together, with whom I was,, being 
now pretty clear of pursuit, halted, and began 
to inquire who we were, and what we should do? 
and, on a short debate, I proposed we should 
make to the first garrison of the king's that we 
could recover, and that we should keep together, 
lest the country people should insult us upon 
the roads* With this resolution, we pushed on 
westward for Lancashire." 

The same account further adds, that they were 
followed by a party of the conquerors as far as 
Bramham-Moor, where, under cover of a wood, 
the former attacked the pursuers, and completely 
overpowered them. 

The disasters of this day were attributed to 
the waiiit of sufficient .coolness in prince Rupert. 
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tie hBs, howcvet*, been also accused^ by some 
writers^ of wanting courage; a charge which 
by others is believed to be completely unfounded: 
Walter Scott, in his poem of Rokehy, thus speaks 
of Rupert's attack : 

<< Till, like a stream that bursts if s bank, 
Fierce Rupert thundered on our flank ! 
^Twas then, midst tumult, smoke^ and strife^ 
Where each man fought for death or life, 
*Twas then I fir'd my petronel, 
And Mortham, steed and rider^ fell ! 
Monckton and Mittou told the news, 
How troops of Roundheads chok'd the Ouse i 
And many a bonny Scot, agast^ 
Spurring his palfrey northward, past, 
Cursing the day when zeal or meed, 
First lurM their Lesley o'er the Tweed. 
Yet, when I reached the banks of Swale^ 
Had rumour learned another tale P' 

In the '' History of the baronial house of ^^ 
merville/^ is the following account of the flight 
of General Lesley. This commander perceiving 
the success of Rupert's first attack^ supposed 
the battle was irrecoverably lost; when, in 
compliance with the request of several friends^ 
he hastened from the field of battle, and riding 
in the nighty did not halt till he arrived at Leeds. 
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About twelve tbe next day, however, an express 
reached him, communicating the change of for* 
tune, and requesting his speedy return; on 
hearing which* Lesley, conscious he had not 
acted a manly part, smote his breast, and ex- 
claimed : ^^ I would to God, I had died upon the 
place." 

Among the royalists who fell, were Sir Wm. 
Wentworth, Sir Francis Dacres, Sir Wm. Lamb- 
ton, Sir Charles Slingsby, knight, who was in- 
terred in the cathedral, Colonel John Fen wick, 
whose remains could not be ascertained among 
the heaps of dead; Sir Marmaduke Luddou, 
Sir Thomas Metbam, captain of the Yorkshire 
gentlemen volunteers ; Sir Thomas Gledhill, 
Sir Richard Graham, and more than 4000 others. 
General Sir Charles Lucas, General Porter, Ge- 
neral Tilliard, lord Goring's son, with many 
more field officers, &c., amounting to upwards 
of 2000, were taken prisoners. The prince like- 
wise lost 2S pieces of artillery, 130 barrels of 
powder, several thousand stands of arms, and 
about 100 colours. 

Sir Charles Lucas was desired to point out to 
the victors, such bodies among the slain, as he 
wished to be honored with private interment. 
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He was however^ unable to discriminate the 
person of more than one gentleman^ who had a 
bracelet of hair about his wrist ; which Sir Charles 
requested might be taken off, as he knew an 
honorable lady who would thankfully receive it. 

The principal persons slain amongst the friends 
of parliament, were Major Fairfax; Charles^ 
brother of Sir Thomas Fairfax, who was interred 
at Marston, aged 23 ; Captain Mtcklethwait, and 
Captain Pugh. They themselves would not own 
to the loss of more than 900 subalterns and pri* 
rates ; but, from the circumstances of the bat- 
tle, as stated in the preceding account, they must 
undoubtedly have lost a number nearly equal to 
the royalists. 

The following is an extract from a manu- 
script diary, written by an officer in the Norwich 
troop ^. ^^ After the battle, we continued 
two nights on the field; in which things were 
very scarce, and much raided in their value ; a 
cup of foul water being worth drinking, and 
taking pains for." 



^ This troop served id Crom^eirs regiment, and wii 
called the Virgin Troop, from having been raised by the 
voluntary subscription of the young ladies of Norwich, 
in 1643. 
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In the life of Sir George Radcliffe^ knight. 
It is stated, that Charles Townley, of Townley, 
in Lancashire, esquire, having fallen at the battle 
of Marston*Moor, his lady, IMary, the daughter 
of Francis Trappes, esquire, who was then with 
her father at Knaresbrough, hastened the next 
morning to the field of battle, to search for his . 
body, whilst the attendants of the camp were 
stripping and burying the dead. There she was 
accosted by a general officer, to whom she told 
her melancholy story. He heard her with great 
tenderness ; but, earnestly desired her to leave il 
place, where, besides the distress of witnessing 
such ft scene, she might probably be insulted. 
She complied, and a trooper was immediately 
called, to take her behind him to Knare^brqugh. 
On inquiry, the officer who had showed sp much 
humanity, and to whom ishe was so greatly inr 
debted, proved to be Lieutenant QenercU O*om- 
weU. 

The marquis of Newcastle, and about ninety of 
his friends, being disgusted by the rash conduct 
of prince Rupert, informed him they intended 
to leave the city and country. They immediately 
went to Scarborough, and thence embarked for 
llamborough. The prince rallied his forces^ and 
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marched into Lancashire ; thus also deserting our 
city in it's greatest extremity. 

York was soon surrounded a second time hy the 
forces of parliament. They summoned Sir Tlio^ 
masGlemham, the governor, to surrender, uncon* 
ditionally. A negative answer was returned, but 
in a few days afterward, finding the besiegers 
had approached almost to the walls, and were 
preparing scaling ladders ; the garrison, from the 
reduction in their numbers and means of defence, 
were fearful of the result, and judged it advisable 
to apply for a treaty. In compliance with their 
request. Sir Wm. Constable and Colonel Lam* 
bert, were deputed to enter the city, and conclude 
upon conditions of surrender. 

The terms were extremely favorable to the 
friends of the king ; a circumstance which has been 
attributed to the existence of considerable dissen- 
sions amongst the forces of parliament. Whether 
that was the real ca,use or not, they are highly 
worthy attention, and will be particularly in* 
teresting, when we consider them as the result of 
the last active warfare in which this venerable 
city has been engaged. Under this impression, 
a copy of the conditions of surrender, is sub* 
joined. 

M4 
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TERMS. 

First That Sir Thomas Glemham^ as go* 
yernor of the city of York, shall surrender and 
deliver up the same, with the forts, tower, can^ 
BOD, ammunition, and furniture of war belonging 
thereto, on the J 6th of July, 1644, at elevea 
o'clock in the forenoon, to the three generab, or 
to whom they shall appoint^ for the use of the 
king and parliament, in the manner, and upoii 
the oonditioQs following ; 

Second. That all the officers shall march out 
of the city, with their arms, drums beating, 
colours flying, match lighted, bullet in mouthy 
bag and baggage. 

Third. That they shall have a convoy, that 
no injury be done them in their march to Skip* 
ton. 

Fourth^ That sick and maimed soldiers, shall 
pot be hindered from going, after their re* 
coveriest 

Fifth. That all soldiers' wives and children 
inay have liberty to go to their husbands and 
fathers, to their own homes and estates, and to 
^njoy them peaceably under contribution, 

Sixthf That no soldier be enticed away. 
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SeremUkm That the citizens and inhabitants 
may enjoy all their privileges^ which formerly 
they did at the b^inning of these troubles^ and 
may have freedom of trade^ both by sea and land, 
paying such duties and customs as all other cities 
under obedience of parliament 

Mighik. That if any gai^iscm be placed in 
the city^ two parts in three shall be Yorkshiremen ; 
no free quarter shall be put upon any, without 
his own consent^ and the armies shall not enter 
the city before the governor and lord mayor be 
acquainted. 

Ninth* That in all chaises the citizens re- 
siants, and inhabitants, shall bear only such part 
with the county at lai^e, as was formerly in all 
other assessments. 

Tenth. That all citizens, gentlemen, resiants, 
sojourners, and every other person within the 
city, shall, if they please, have free liberty to 
remove themselves, family, and goods, and to 
dispose thereof, and their estates, at their plea- 
sure, according to the law of the land, either to 
live at their own homes or elsewhere; and to 
enjoy their goods and estates without molestation, 
and to have protection and safeguard for that 
purpose, so that they may rest quietly at their 
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abodes, and travel safely and freely about tbeir 
occasions; and^ for their better removal, may 
have letters of safe^conduct, and be furnished 
with horses and carriages at reasonable rates. 

Elewulh. That all gentlemen and others 
that have goods within the city, and are absent 
themselves, may have free liberty to take, carry 
away, and dispose of them as in the foregoing 
articles. 

Twelfth. That neither churches nor other 
buildings, shall be defaced, nor any plunderings, 
nor taking of any man's person, nor any part of 
his estate, suffered; and that justice shall be 
administered within the city by the magistrates, 
according to law, who shall be assisted ther6in> 
if need require, by the garrison. 

Thirteenth. That all persons, whose dwell* 
ings are in the city, though now absent, may 
enjoy the benefit of these articles, as if they wert 
present. 

Signedy 

Ferdinanb Fairfax, ^ 
Manchester, J 

Adam Hepbornb, ^Thos. Glemham, 
Lord Humbee, m Goeemar. 

William Constable. ^ 
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Sttch were the favorable conditions on wbidi 
York surrendered to the forces of parliament, ott 
the i6th of July, 1644, after a siege of eighteen 
weeks; in which the garrison had repulsed 
twenty-two attempts to carry the city by storai^ 
and four countermines ; and in which time four 
or five thousand of the enemy had fallen before 
it's walls. The king's troops, amounting to more 
than one thousand, besides sick and wounded, 
accordingly left the city on the following day. 

The conduct of the victorious army on this 
memorable occasion, deserves particular attention. 
The parliament's forces having previously been 
drawn up on each side of the road, out of Micicle- 
gate-Bar, and forming a line of about a mile in 
extent ; the retiring forces, with arms in their 
hands, drums beating, colours flying, &e., marched 
through their ranks towards Skipton. One or 
two instances occurred, in which the soldiers of 
parliament, in defiance of the terms granted to 
the king's forces, plundered some of the latter as 
they departed* This base conduct was, however, 
properly resented by the earl of Manchester. 

On their departure, the three successful ge- 
peials^ the earl of Leven, the earl of Manchester, 
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and lord Fairfax^ immediately entered the city, 
and after receiving possession of it's forts, towers, 
36 pieces of ordnance^ 3,000 stands of arms, five 
barrels of powder, and other ammunition, pro- 
ceeded to the cathedral, where they returned 
thanks to God, for their success. On this oc- 
casion, Mr. Robert Douglas, chaplain to the earl 
of Leven, officiated ; and the following Thursday 
was appointed as a day of general thanksgiving 
for the whole army. 
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SECTION VI. 

Prom the capture of York^ hy the Parliament e Army ; 
to the RebeUioHy in 1745. 



X HE three armies^ which had united for the 
reduction of our city, on finding their efforts 
crowned with success, separated. The Scoto 
proceeded northward, and the earl of Manchester 
into Lincolnshire, leaving lord Fairfax governor 
of the city. He immediately removed Sir Ed« 
ward Cooper, from the office of lord mayor, be- 
cause of his fidelity to the king ; and placed in 
that situation Thomas Hoyle, an alderman, and 
one of the city's representatives in parliament. 

About this time Sir Thomas Fairfax, son of the 
governor of York, was severely wounded in the 
shoulder, whilst reducing the castleof Helmsley ; 
but soon recovering, he wa^ voted commander in 
chief of all the forces of parliament. 

On the first of January, 1646, a great convoy, 
commanded by major-general Skippon, arrived 
in this city ; bringing with them the sum of 
£200,000; which was paid in the Guildhall, to 
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the Scotsy for their services^ including theif 
treachery towards the person of the king, who 
bad thrown himself upon the generosity of his 
countrymen, for protection. 

That same year, the Walls of the city, which 
had been considerably injured during the siege^ 
were substantially repaired ; by order of the go* 
yernor and the lord mayor. 

The country being now wholly under the sub** 
jection of parliament, our city, in the following 
year, 1647, was deprived of it's garrison, with the 
exception of Cliiford's Tower, of which the lord 
mayor was appointed governor. 

This year a petition was presented from the 
inhabitants of the city and county of York, and 
from others, in the more northern parts of the 
kingdom, praying for the establishment of a 
University in York ; but in the unsettled state of 
the nation, it is by no means surprising that suc« 
cess did not attend the application. 

In January, 1648, the unfortunate Charles was 
beheaded, before his palace of Whitehall. This 
year, Micklegate, Bootham, and Walmgate Bars, 
which had suffered in the late siege, equally with 
the wall3> were repaired. The latter, which 
(Beems to have sustained more attacks during 
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this siege than any of the other bars, retains 
much of it's original form, though a part of it 
has been lately removed. The following is a 
correct representation of it's appearance within 
a few years. 



At the Lent Assizes, in 1648, held in this city, 
judge Thorpe presided, and, in his charge to the 
jury, endeavoured to vindicate the conduct of par- 
liament towards the late king. At these assizes 
also a woman was tried, and condemned to die, 
for crucifying her mother ; and it is added, 
that after perpetrating the diabolical deed, she 
had offered a calf and a cock, for a burnt sa- 
crifice. At the same time, twenty-three men 
and women were sentenced to die, twenty-one 
of whom were executed. 
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In August^ 16195 judge Thorpe was again scMl 
to Yorky for Ike purpose of trying colonel John 
Morrice, governor of the castle at Pontefract^ 
and lieutenant Blackburn^ who was one of the 
party that made an expedition to Doncaster^ and 
the person who slew Rainsborough* 

Those two unfortunate men, were taken on the 
surrender of Pontefract castle, and afterwards 
evinced an extraordinary instance of attachment 
and generosity, as will appear by the following 
anecdote. Having an opportunity to escape^ 
colonel Morrice descended from the walls of 
their prison, by means of a rope ; but Blackburn 
in attempting to follow, fell and broke his leg« 
In this unhappy situation, the colonel determined 
not to desert his friend ; and they consequently 
were both re- taken* After a formal trial, they 
were condemned to suffer as traitors to tlieir 
country; and were accordingly conveyed to 
Tyburn, and there executed. 

In July, 16d0, general Cromwell arrived at 
York, on an expedition to Scotland. Previous 
to his coming, the lord mayor had ordered the 
king's arms, which till then bad remained over 
Micklegate and Bootham Bars, to be taken 
down; and^ in the same situation, placed those 
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Df the existing government. All the artillery in 
the tower were fired^ to hail his approach. The 
next day he dided With the lord mayor ; and^ the 
following day, proceeded on his journey. This 
appears to have been the only time Cromwell 
visited York^ except after the battle of Marstori** 
Moor. 

It was not till three years subsequent td his last 
visit, that Oliver became invested with the title 
of *^ Protector of the common*- wealth of England^ 
Scotland, and Ireland ;" and York being now no 
longer the seat of imperial or national power, it's 
annals do not present us with any interesting 
memorials relative to this important period of 
history* 

The assizes at York in J 65^, were rendered 
remarkable by the attendance of that wonderful 
instance of human longevity^ Henry Jenkins, who 
appeared in the court, as witness in a cause^ 
brought forward to prove an ancient road to a 
mill, &ne hundred and twenty years before. 

The positive terms in which this aged man 
spoke, and the apparent improbability of his me^ 
mory being able to take such a distant retrospect^ 
struck the judge in so forcible a manner, that 
he gave him a severe reprimand. The veteran^ 
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instead of being daunted by this attack frdm the 
judge, boldly maintained his assertions ; and as a 
further proof of the truth of his deposition, said 
that he was then butler to lord Conyers, and 
that his name might be found in an old register 
of the menial servants of that nobleman. 

It is also remarkable, that there were on the 
teme trial, three or four men each about one 
hundred years old, engaged as witnesses on the 
opposite side ; who, on the judge objecting io 
the evidence of Jenkins, were interrogated re- 
specting him. They declared that he had been 
called Old Jenkins y as long as they could re- 
Wmber; and that he was born before parish 
registers were in use. 

This old man could neither read nor write ; 
hence he had to rely entirely upon his memory. 
The strength and correctness of this faculty of 
his mind, were however confirmed afterwards, by 
Dr. Tancred Robinson, fellow of the college of 
Physicians, and of the Royal Society. He as- 
serted, that Henry Jenkins having once entered 
his sister's kitchen, to beg alms, when be was 
present; amongst other questions, he asked the 
age of the mendicant, to which, after a little 
pause, the old man replied, <' One hundred and 
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Micty two or three." The debtor than inquired 
what sovereign of £oglmiid he could particularly 
remember^ and was answered^ king Henry the 
eighth. He also said that he was sent to North** 
all^rton^ with a horse-load of arrows^ for the 
battle of Flodden field, with which a bigger boy 
went forward to the army, commanded by the 
earl of Surrey ; king Henry VHI. being tit 
Tournay ; and, he believed himself then, to be 
eleven or twelve years old." Struck with sur* 
prise at this instance of mental retention, and 
doubting the possibility of it's accuracy, the Dn 
resorted to the page of history ; and found, that 
the battle was fought 152 years before-^— that 
Surrey was really the commander, and that the 
king, at that time, was at Tournay^. 

In the night of Saturday the eighth of De* 
cember, 1659, wasfi remarkably high wind, such 
as had never before been experienced in this city* 
So powerful were it's effects, that many dwelling 
houses were seriously injured by it, and the 
catliedral also suffered much on the oecasbn. 



* Henry Jenkins lived Jifteen years after giving* his 
evidence 'i|t York. He died on the 8th of December, 
1670, having attained the amazing age of 169 years. 
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Though few events of interest occurred in thii 
city whilst Cromwell was protector^ yet York 
seems to have had a considerable share in the 
restoration of Charles the second. Lord Fairfax 
observing several divisions amongst Oliver's 
party, commenced a secret correspondence with 
general Monk, who was in Scotland. He en* 
gaged, in concert with Sir George Booth, to 
raise forces and attack the rear of Lambert's 
army, which was stationed at Newcastle. This 
plan was, however, prematurely discovered ; and 
Monk knowing that Fairfax was not able alone 
to withstand Lambert, immediately marched 
across the Tweed. On lifonk's approach, Lam* 
berths army deserted their commander, and left 
the former in quiet possession of Newcastle; 
where he remained three days, and then pro- 
ceeded to York, January 11th, 1660; that city 
being in the possession of lord Fairfax. 

His entrance was made at the head of his 
army, with a presbyterian priest on each side of 
him, to whom he appeared to pay great attention. 
Such was the deception which the existing cir* 
cumstances of the times induced him to practise. 
Honk was met by immense crowds, who saluted 
him with loud huzzas, the men being fearful of 
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axpreasing their approbation of his sentimente 
more fully. Some of the women however wer^ 
less cantiauS) and showed their loyalty by ex- 
claiming:. <* Ah, Monk! God bless thee/' — 
adding, in strong but coarse terms, their hearty 
desire for the restoration of the exiled royal 
ihrnily. 

General Monk remained at York Ave daya; 
during which time, he new- modelled his army; 
and was much pressed, by Mr. Bowles, the chap- 
lain of lord Fairfax, and his chief counsellor, to 
declare in favour of Charles Stewart, aftenrards 
Charles the second. 

This general's conduct was observed by the 
government, with considerable jealousy, and had 
he not advanced so far towards the capital, there 
is no doubt but he would have been ordered 
again into Scotland. The inhabitants of York 
being friendly to his intentions, he was conn 
inanded to proceed immediately to London. 
On the receipt of that order. Monk reduced 
bis army, and sent major Morgan back from 
this city into Scotland, with two regiments of 
horse and foot, as a reserve there, in case his 
designs in England should not succeed. He also 
left a regiment in York, under the command of 
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Colonel Fair &x ; and then marched to Mansfield, 
in. Nottinghamshire, ivith an anny reduced to 
4000 foot and 1800 horse. His progress after- 
wards, presented a continued series of prosperity ; 
but here we must take leave of him, being 
anxious to confine this work as much as possible, 
to subjects immediately connected with the his- 
tory of York* 

This city, under all the late changes, had 
suflfered greatly. It consequently rejoiced at the 
restoration of th« roynl family ; and Charles the 
second was proclaimed in York on the eleventh 
of May, 1660. > 

In this ceremony, ilie lOrd mayor, aldermen, 
and other members of the upper house, pro* 
ceeding' on horseback^ were followed by the 
chamberlaini and common-council men, in tiieir 
gowns^ on foot. More than a thousand armed 
citiaens succeeded ; and, in the rear, appeared ^ . 
troop of two or three: hundred country gen- 
tlemen, headed by lord Fairfax ; each carrying 
his hat on the point of his. drawn sword. The 
proclamation wa9 rtod at the usual places-r-bells 
rung — cannon played from the tower — and, in 
the evening, the city was illuminated, and dis- 
played other demonstrations of joy. 
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Oa the twenty*Qintii of the same months being 
the anniverfiary of the king's birth«day> eflBgies 
of Cromwell J and of Judge Bradshaw^ the former 
clothed in pink satin, the latter in a judge's robe^ 
were hung upon a gallows, erected in the Pave<- 
ment, for that purpose. They were then burned 
in tar barrels; together with the Scotch cove- 
nant^ and Cromwell's state arms. More than 
one thousand armed citizens were present on the 
occasion, and a great number of other inha- 
bitants. 

Commissioners were now appointed by an act 
of parliament, to regulate corporate and other 
public bodies. On the third and fourth of Sep- 
tember^ 1691, they accordingly met in the Guilc)- 
hall of this city } and displaced most of th^ 
members of the coDimon council, with several of 
the aldermen. Others were immediately ap- 
pointed as their successors, who were considered 
more friendly towards the restored family. 

In the winter of 1663, a commission was sent 
dowB to York, to try several men, who had been 
taken at Farnley-Wood, Yorkshire, in an in- 
surrection, commenci^ for the express purpose of 
re-establishing a gospel magistracy and ministry. 
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the number of human Bacrifioes, but which 
would inflict some mo«t degrading punishment 
on every dmeliUty and on every abettor of this 
assassinating and frantic mode of supporting 
honour* 

In 1679, religious dissensions against the duke 
ran very high. He therefore determined to re- 
tire from the courts and repair to Edinburgh. 
On his journey, he again visited York; but 
though the sheriffs met him as before, the lord 
mayor and aldermen did not$ which neglect 
being represented to the king^ a reprimand, 
signed by the secretary of state, was forwarded 
to the offending parties, expressive of their so- 
vereign's displeasure. 

Sir John Reresby , bart. was appointed governor 
of York, in May, 1682, and was also returned to 
serve in parliament for the city, in 1684. This 
gentleman, who was the last military governor 
york ever had, kept a diary of the events of his 
day, which has since been published in 8vo, and 
contains many interesting recitals. 

The reprimand sent to the citizens, by Charles, 
was followed, in January, 1684, by a Quo 
Warranto^ which that monarch granted against 
the corporation. . In this instrument, the members 
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of that body^ were commanded to show how they 
came to ^^ usurp^^ to themselves^ several liberties 
which they enjoyed. Their charter was also 
demanded, for perusal, and detained by the 
mioisters. 

The same year, the notorious JeflTerys at* 
tended at York, as one of the judges of assize. 
The lord mayor and aldermen waited upon him 
soon after his arrival, to inquire concerning the 
king's intentions relative to the city. In answer 
to their inquiries, Jefferys remarked that the 
. king expected to have the government of the 
city at his own disposal; and tlie judge recom^ 
mended that an address or petition to that effect, 
should be prepared, by the corporation, which he 
would get presented to his majesty. This advice 
was complied with; and, in answer, Charles 
ordered Jefferys to communicate to them, the 
pleasure which the king derived from their pe* 
.tition, and that they should have a new charter, 
in which he would reserve to himself only " the 
nomination and approbation of the magistrates 
and persons in oflBce therein/' The death of 
this monarch, however, prevented the fulfilment 
of his promise.. 
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Charles, dying in February ^ 1684, was sue* 
ceeded by Jauies the secoud. The latter was 
proclaimed king, in York, on the eighth of that 
month, by the lord mayor. The same procla* 
mation was also announced in the castle-yard, 
for the county, by the high-sheriff; and in 
Thursday- Market, before the garrison, by l^hr 
John Reresby, bart. the governor. A new par- 
liament was aci'onnngly summoned, and four 
candidates offered themselves as members for the 
city of York. A strong contest ensued, in which 
five aldermen of the city were particularly active 
against the two unsuccessful candidates ; who, 
in the warmth of disappointment, represented 
the al 'ermen as disaffected and dangerous cha- 
racters. Four of them, were consequently ar- 
rested, as were, also, some of the common- 
council, by order of the king, and conveyed as 
prisoners, to Hull ; at which place they remained 
nearly a month. The duke of Monmouth's re» 
bellion, which had excited considerable alarm, 
being soon overcome, they were liberated, and 
took their places in their own court as before* 

The unfortunate James renewed the charter 
promised by Charles, under the conditions spe* 
cified by Judge Jefferys; and it was the last 
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churter granted to this city. Sir Henry Thompson 
and Mr. Soot^ inhabitants of York> commissioned 
for the purpose, by the king, entered the city 
with it, oh the eighth of August, having been 
met at some distance, by more ti.aii rive thou a id 
of the citizens. The whole corpor ite body also 
met them at Micklegate-Bar ; and with great 
formality proceeded, accompanied by martial 
music, to the lord mayor's house, where the 
health of the royal family was drank. The bells 
were rung, and various other tokens of joy were 
exhibited throughout the city. 

A very unusual circumstance occurred on the 
twenty-sixth of August, 1685; which, though 
Bot important, deserves some attention in the 
History of York. A large porpoise or sea-hogg, 
three yards and a half in length, and three yards 
in thickness, having left the sea, and entered the 
Ouse, was taken from that river, in Clifton I igs, 
near this city ; and, as might naturally be ex- 
pected, the singularity of the event, excited con- 
siderable attention and surprise. 

At the following March Assizes, an occurrence 
took place* which was thought worthy of notice, 
by the governor, Sir John Beresby, hart, in his 
^^ Memoirs." His recital contains much of the 
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marvellous blended with absurdity ; and is tbere« 
fore detailed in that gentleman's own words^ as a 
proof of the lamentable credulity apd grosa ig* 
noranoe of the age. 

^' Leaving the public affairs^ for awhile, at 
this untoward pass/' says Sir John, ^^ I would yen'' 
ture to take notice of a private occurrence whidi 
made some noise at York. The assizes being 
there held, an old woman was condemned for a 
witch. Those who were more credulous in points 
of this nature than myself, conceived-the evidence 
to be very strong against her. The boy she waa 
said to have bewitched, fell down on a sudden, 
before all the court, when he saw her, and would 
then as suddenly return to himself again, and 
very distinctly relate the several injuries she had 
done him ; but in all this it was observed, the 
boy was free from any distortion ; that he did not 
foam at the mouth, and that his fits did not leave 
him gradually, but all at once; so that, upon 
the whole, the judge thought proper to reprieve 
her; in which he seemed to act the part of a 
wise man. 

^^ But, though such is my own private opinion^ 
I cannot help continuing the story : one of my sol- 
diers being upon guard about eleven in the nighty 
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at the gate of Cltflbrd's Tower, the very night 
after the witch ]waa arraigned, heard a great noise 
at the castle, and going to the porch, he there saw 
a scroll of paper apparently blown from under 
the door, which, as he imagined, by moonshine, 
turned first into the shape of a mankepy and 
thence assumed the form of a htrkey-^ocky which 
passed to and frO by him. Surprised at this, he 
went to the prison, and called the underi- keeper, 
who came and saw the scroll dance up and down, 
and pass under the door, where there was scarcely 
an opening of the thickness of half-a-crown. 
This extraordinary story I had from the mouth of 
both the one and the other : and now leave it to 
be believed or disbelieved, as the reader may be 
inclined this way or that." 

Sir John Reresby, complains that though the 
manor of York was granted to him, by ^e late 
king, in his commission of governor, and con- 
firmed by James, yet it was regranted for a 
*^ popish seminary, to Father Lawson, a priest ;^* 
who went, in person, to claim possession of it, on 
the seventh of December, 1687. 

It appears by the ancient record, before al» 
luded to, that prior to the year 1687, the streets 
i>{ Tork possessed no advantages during the noc-» 
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turnai hoars, from artificial light. That pefio^ 
is however remarkable io this particular, as will 
be seen by the following extract : '^ This year 
beican Lamps to be hui^ up, in the chief streets 
of the city, yiz. : at the Minster- Gates, the west- 
end of Ouse-Bridge, ia the Pavement, &e«'' 
Hence we learn that the citiasens of York have 
eiyoyed this privilege, about one hundred mid 
thirty years* 

On the twelfth of February, the same year^ 
the shock of an earthquake was experienced in 
Feasegate, in York. It was however more se- 
riously felt at the village of Gate-Fulford^ about 
a. mile and a half from the city ; where a noise 
was heard in the ground, similar to that pro^ 
duced by the flring of cannon. The inhabitants 
of Naburn were also much alarmed, by it's effects 
ia their neighbourhood. 

In June, 1688, the queen was delivered of a 
prince ; on which occasion, it was determined as 
a mark of gratitude, that the lord mayor, a 
sheriff, and four other gentlemen, i^ould repair 
to London, to congratulate their majesties. li 
was also further determined that the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and twenty- four, should have two 
gallons of wine, and the commons four gallons^ 
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tt th^ public expeuse, to drink the health of th^ 
king and queen^ and of their royal infant. 

Shvaen, however, did not entirely approve of 
all the members of the corporation, and wishing 
to strengthen and confirm his interest at York^ 
exercised the power reserved to himself in the last 
charter) of r^ulaiing that body. He accordingly 
sent down a special messenger^ to displace th6 
lord mayor, Thomas Raynes, with several of 
the aldermen^ and others ; and, on the fifth of 
October, appointed as their successors, m^n who 
were joined to the Roman Catholic church, but 
^ho were not even freemen of the city. The 
latter circumstance supplied Raynes with a suf- 
ficient plea for not deliveiring up the gword and 
mace. The office of lord mayor was nevertheless 
declared vacant till Saturday the twenty-fourth 
4^ October ; when James, finding he had gone 
too far, adopted a different course. 

In the interim^ York was very remarkably 
situated : ^* It was," observes the governor, in his 
Memoirs^ ^^ an archbishopric without a bishop; a 
eity without a ttiayor ; and, a garrison witliout a 
soldier." He then adds : ^^ But these defects 
Were soon supplied — the old charter was restored, 
and the old lord mayor therewith — the bishop of 
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Exeter^ who ded fronn that city^ upoa the prince 
of Orange's landings was made archbishop of 
York — and I had one company of foot sent to 
continue with me/' 

This attempt at reconciliation seemed to have 
the desired effect ; and the whole of the citizens 
of York continued their loyalty to James, till 
the very period when it was fully ascertained, 
that his zeal for the religious tenets he had im* 
bibed in France, was leading him into measures 
subversive of the English constitution. Then, 
and not till then, they expressed their dissatis- 
faction, and joined in vindication of the rights of 
the people. 

Rumours now daily spread that William, prince 
of Orange, was preparing to land in this country, 
with a considerable force, as the decided cham- 
pion of the protestant religion. Such reports 
extremely alarmed the existing government, and 
roused all the energy of it's remaining friends. 
The deputy-lieutenants of the county of York 
were ten in number ; all of whom were then re- 
siding in this city. They immediately held a 
€OusultatIon> and Sir Henry Gopdrick proposed 
a meeting of the gentry and freeholders of the 
county, in York, for the purpose of preparing 
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ftnd signing a declaration of unshaken attach- 
ment to the king, in this season of danger ; and 
also for Considering what means would be most 
advisable to pursue, for preserving the public 
peace. This proposal was approved, and notices 
were issued for a meeting on Thursday^ the 
nineteenth of November, 1688. 

In the meantime^ the clerk of the west'^riding 
received a kiew commission, in which the names 
of about thirty gentlemen in the neighbourhood^ 
who had previously acted as magistrates, were 
omitted ; including that of Sir Henry Goodrick# 
The circumstance greatly exasperated this ba- 
ronet> and induced him to express his sentiments 
freely respecting his sovereign* 

To petition for a free parliafnent^ Was now 
openly confessed to be the object in view. 
On the report having reached the duke of 
Newcastle, his grace hastened to York ; and 
finding the rumour correct, made considerable 
objections to the number of militia then in the 
city. Hence^ it appears, the duke suspected 
that the business of the meeting might not be 
solely confined to petitioning. This nobleman^ 
however, finding hiniself in a very diminutive 
minority^ left the city in disgust. 
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Tile ^QVeriior, Sir ^ohn Bere«by, $till remained 
fixmly ^LttacUed tp Jaj][i08 ; a^id^ in hU memoim^ 
$Ji}nH e^ptcs^G^ Uupself : ^^ Ko.w came the Ua}- of 
moeting; a fotal ,Qoe I tkink* I would act gp 
^ tjiem 9.t ftbe ClQipuaoo-Hall; wbieh waa th^ 
^Ifice apjpiQ/jjited t ^or iniee^ was I very well 
able, by reason of soine bruUes I had received 
hy my Jxorse falling upoo me. But» I bwnl 
tbat in the midst of about a buniji'ei) gentlemen 
who met, Sir Henry Good rick delivered himself 
io this effect: That there having been gre^jt 
endeavours made by government of late yearly 
to bring popery into the kingdom, and by many 
devices; to set at nought the laws of the land, 
there could be no proper redress of the many 
grievances we laboured under, but by a free 
parliament ; that now was the only time to prefer 
a petition of the sort j and, thajt they could nqt 
imitate abetter pattern, than had been set before 
them, by several lords^ spiritual and temporal. 

*^ There were those who differed with him in 
opinion, and would have had sojine expressions in 
the paper moderated and amended ; ami observeii 
that at the same time that they petitioned as they 
designed, it would be but their duty to assure 
his majesty they would stand firmly by him^ hi the 
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milium ihe iBoagettt wbicb ikntit/MdlMMt Mtttf 
And his klDgdMaH at fbe km#d 44 tltti# Uvei 
and fiMrtinies ; iMA thiar waB'e¥er-rak!d>. 

<* Wh^i, Iherefore, iht dvoMgiC wttk &rt^ 
pleted, aeMiMiM^ fv Ihe mind of> Stf H«iUy 
€ioodrick- ated bitfrieads, tfi^ag^ aeVertJ dkfiHed 
h, and wienC «w*y, tbef pMt^edM' i&tigA ; ttM^ 
l«fot« a" HUMf man eouId'MAsMlfte'i^- hir ^unet 
«ne Bfr. Tankaiti, witft « ntefM s6»rf , That «A^ 
pe^^t t*«r^ rteeti ; and, Utet 1lhtey> Md ilcMdff:^ 
•fed upon' tke mtiftib titopii; 

<^ Alarmed at (his, the getttlenteitt tkn otMY 
and those that wei^ pfity Uf the d^si^, betoblb 
Itfem to theif honiesi Which' trei^'con'reniently i^ 
Band for their (nirpose. Iliord^ Oanfty, nmetftl^' 
while, in his lodgings, waited for the falMtdM'tiky 
mtf momited ^ith his sdn*, I6M1 LiMhley, Idrd 
HiM^tony loi*d Willd<%l!iby, and" dttteM i- itXnb; «o>» 
gether witlt fhc^ servants, foltaietf « iMMJPf e^ 
horse, ednsifMii^ of a hnridined tri dtliMiei-, well^ 
■Monted, and well aeeotttyiMl. 

<* These rbde up^ tb th^, fiiif^ itiffitia' ti<Mf^ 
dVtowiV cKit- oti' another tfccoatit,- rfhd eAti out, 
*' J^fftt parUameitt^ihe prbhtlitht* tdigitHfi'y 
ttnd'no poprfffJ" The ctfptatns* of ifieier troops; 
werelortf Fairftic, Sft*Tb<>rfn^GtowW, M^. ]Ro- 
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biDMii, and Captain Tankard ; who, being ad« 
mitted to the secret the night before^ and being 
prompt and ready enough in their nature for any. 
actiop of the kind, immediately cried out the 
9me, and led their troops over to them« 

^^ In the firs( pliice^ they went to the main 
guard of the standing coqapany, which, the num- 
ber not exceeding tweqty, th^y surprised^ before 
I hfid the least notice, or even jealousy, of what 
iwas io agitation ; not thinking it possible that 
men of such quality and such estates^ could give 
way to their discontent, howeyer great and just 
it might be, to the degree of engaging themselves 
In an at^mpt so d^p^rate, and so contrary to 
th? laws tl)ey boastedj and th^ religion they 
prpfe^sec}/' 

J^rd Danby, und some other gentlemen, en-* 
deavoured \q persnade Sir John Iteresby to join 
the insiirgients, urginjg, that they were in arms 
for the protestant rejigjop and government, which 
James had nearly r^sduped to nothing; but» 
whicl) the prince of Qrapge bad then landed 
\o restore, All their pvertiir^s were made in 
vain, and finding the governor firmly attached 
|o the king, he, and his inferior officers, were 
f§ken prisoners. He was not how^vf r consigned 
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to a prison^ but obliged to pledge his honor that 
he would not remove from his own house in York. 

The prince's friends immediately took pos- 
session of the guard -house^ which was then in 
Thursday- Market ; and seized on all the gates ; 
placed guards at each ; suffered none to enter or 
leave the city; and secured every person who 
openly displayed any disapprobation of their 
proceedings. The magazine and stores, on the 
following day, were examined, and the houses of 
several Roman Catholics were wantonly"^* ran- 
sacked, in search of priests, arms, and horses.'^ ' 

A company of foot soldiers, raised for the 
king's service, being at Tadcaster, were brought 
over to their cause, and also a company of gre-« 
nadiers, on their route from the north, through 
York, to London. 

On Thursday the twenty-ninth of th^ same 
month, November, a consideri^ble mob {(ssembled 
in the city ; which resorted to the Roman Ca- 
tholic chapels, and there committed great out- 
rages. They tore away all the pictures and 
images they met with, threw down the altars; 
and, after stealing the bopks and vestments of the 
priests, exhibited thein in different parts of the 
city, through the dayv In the evepfng, they 
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publicly burvi; ihsm in Coney&treei aivl (be 
Pavein,en.(i. 

The prince of Oraqgc's iRterest wa« lik.ei«ise 
considerably promot<^d in York by Um^ ^xer-^ 
tions of the lard mayoc^ lyha cajlled a mf^if^ 
find addressed his. fellowcijtizens^ desiring 1;heiii 
immediately to e^ppus/^ the c^use of the pco? 
t^ati^nt religiou. 

News soon arrived tha^ several nidbleweH. ii% 
^be vicinity of Notttiugham,, «n4 in oiheie parts^ 
h^d. d^lared for William. Thus stv^agtlM^iji^ 
less precaution ^a^. used at ^ork^ ^ijri Muk 
]^eresby was. allowed, to r,etire to his. coiin^y- 
house on bis pajTole; afiik soon afterwctr^a^ 4^mfM| 
d^eriied his army^ l^is country, an4 his crowa. 

No obstaclie npw, i^eoified; to preseiit itself^ tliad 
fcould prevent the prince of Ori^pg^ firoiii.taJI:iag 
(^(^aceable ppsaespion, qt the. throne^ The lord 
mayor and commpnalty of l^qrl^^.tlf^riefere gpettlgi 
recognised him ae^ the 4eUverQr of thQ pr^^testaoA 
r^Ugion ; and oflfered hia) t^ir« cordiaV and 
grateful acknowledgments^ in a warm addriesa 
pf congratulation^ da^ed the foiir^eenth, of Da*. 
eember^ 1689* 

Thi^ fourteenth ql, ]^ebruArji> 168&) was obn 
a^rved in Yoi;k^ ^s a day Qf geueral. r^oiciag^ 
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tm Am Miwewj of the nirtiom fimn tite^itolijgM of 
Jaoies ; anc^ cm ihe wyentemflh ^ Mie uhmm 
waamtih^ WiUiaoii Heniy, prince of Orange, m^ 
Maiy, hk princass^ who^ was fhe' dMighteir ef 
tile kf^ siwereiga^ weve pmctmmecl king audi 
queen of Englimfy Vrmte^y Hint tnlknA, m tii9 
itaaal^ nannev:^ aiui al the* a€Ouglamed« pIfeH;«» in 
this oity^ i» the- presence 06 many thoasanda^ afl 
qiectartmaw 

Tliis yeair- wa«< dMiiigaidied: by ona of th# 
gtMtmtt llwda ever kna«f^ii*at ¥a#k. . brOctobaiV 
the liver Owe so mueh arerllo^md^ ii'i^ banks> 
ifbait duriag three 8«eoes8i¥edhys> hoataweve ah^ 
solute!^ re<|iHafle a| the vus^ end o9 the bf^HP^ 

The dHke o4t Wirtemhurg, with a nanvbep of 
Dlmisb' setdiers^ amaontrng Uf^ M6O1 ftM)t an J 
lOOOihorae^ passed thi^ winter in¥oyk said the 
adjatmag' villages^ They were evt theip rente t^ 
Ireland ; forwhii^h pfaee-the duhe andf his f<^rem 
emlmrked in the spring, 

Ito tiienight of M^Midafy, the^seeondiof A<pril^ 
1604^ a terrible fire broke 9^> on- the p r ewigi e y 
af'^djariM^ WUH^ a flhic-dresser^ in^ the* parish^ of 
AD Saints, H^irO^taegate^^ which ragedi mik 
aueb fury, ttot the hemes en hetk sides efi the 
staeeft wera^ sooH' euvalaped- i&* ane* tyameadiana 
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conflagration* No lives, however, were lost on 
ibe occasion, but the fire continued for eight 
successive hours, in which nearly thirty houses 
were burnt to the ground. The damage sus- 
tained, was computed even in those days, to 
ftmount to Twenty Thousand Pounds. 

An act of parliament being passed for the re- 
gulation of the gold and silver currency of the 
country, the old coin was called in. One of the 
king^s mints, was consequently erected in the 
manor-house, without Boothsm^Bar ; and bullion 
and plate were there coined in 1696, to the 
amount of three hundred and eight thousand, 
six hundred, and twenty-one pounds sterling. 

On the twenty-»seventh of March, 1708, two 
troops of queen Anne's guards, arrived at York, 
with a great number of other soldiers, both horse 
and foot. They remained but a short time in 
this city, being on a northern expedition against 
the efforts of the pretended prince of Wales, who, 
assisted by France, had threaten^ to land a con- 
siderable force in Scotland, 

About the year 1716, a purious antique figure, 
five inches high, by four broad, representing the 
bead of a female, was found, in digging a cellar 
near the ruinv of St, Mary's Abbey. It was given 
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io Roger Gale, esquire^ the antiquary, who pre* 
served it with great care. That gentleman, 
finding it bore the marks of Roman origin, and 
knowing that the Romans had not any goddess 
in their system of theology, supposed it had been 
designed to represent the head of Lucritia^. 

* Lucretia, was a celebrated Roman lady, daaghter of 
Lucretius, and wife of Tarquinius CoUatinus. Her accom- 
plishments proved fatal to.ber; and the praises which a 
number of young nobles at Ardea, among whom were 
Cdllatinus and the sons of Tarquin, bestowed upon the 
domestic virtues of their wives, led to a revolution in the 
state. Exhilarated with wine, and warmed with the ideas 
which this discourse excited, these young nobles agreed to 
leave the camp and go to Rome, to ascertain the veracity of 
their respective assertions. CoUatinus had the pleasure io see 
his expectations realized in the highest perfection ; for, while 
the wives of the other Romans were involved in the riot 
and dissipation of a feast, Lucretia was found at home, 
employed in the midst of her female servants, and easing 
their labor by sharing it herself. The beauty and inno* 
cence of Lucretia inflamed the passion of Sextus, the son 
of Tarquin, who was a witness of her virtues and industry. 
He cherished the flame, and a few days after, secretly 
retiring from the camp, came to the house of Lucretia^ 
where he met with a kind reception. Of such treatment^ 
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Tke ftammer of 17911, claim a plftcd m tntr 
annuls, ffon an extrene ffrongblfi wUch preirailiMF 
genemlfy. Soch were it's effects at Totk, tiMf 
Hie waiar of the Ouse was reduced, tSH the base^ 
<yf the middle arch of Olise-^Bridge', fb^ sererdf 
yards TOuiid> was completely dry. 

1^ pnrred hinstelf unwotthjr; for, ia tHe dead' of nfght, be 
iatrodnced himself to Loeretts, snd preseifting- bis drawar 
aaord, threatened her with instant deadl if sbe ofl^red tO' 
resist his desire. This mtrtiiat» lady was mexorable, tilF 
the iolSMnottS ruffian declared that he would nort only 
nnirderher; bnt woufal lay a shive, also dead, by Iter side; 
snd report her ap^Mirent crime as real. Alarmed at tbe* 
thoaghts of inlkmy, she hesitated, and the vile Seittas' 
msed Hie eritical moment, in- the morning, Lucretia' 
rcisoWed not to pardon herself for the crime of anotller, 
and sent for her hasband and her father. After she had 
revealed to them the indignities that she had suiR^red ff'om' 
ttte king^s son, and entreated them to avenge her^ wrongs, 
she stabbed herself iiith a dagger which she had pre- 
viously concealed under her dothes. This fatal'blow was 
tfre signal of rebellion ; and the barbarity of the scnr, com- 
bined with tlte unpopularity of the father to cause tW 
entire expulsion of the Tarqnias from Romre. Ifienc^ 
arose the republicau or- consular gsvermnent of the Ronuur 
smptre. 
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poring the year 1734^ a smaU image of Saturn 
:sras found, hy a jperson who was digging a cellar 
10 Walmyjpaie, in this city. It was made of mixecl 
metal, the varknansliip being elegant, and iqp«- 
parentlj Boinao. From these circumstances^ ii 
appears to ba?e been one of their houseltoW 
jgods ; and^ as it was boUow, it bad probably beeii 
placed upon a staod> for the purpose of chamber 
worship. Into whose hands this relic of ancient 
superstition bas since fallen, is not known to the 
writer. 

Saturn^ in the heathen mythology, is classed 
^amongst the terresjtrial gods, and was supposed 
iQ he the forioer of the mind of man. He was> 
however, considered to delight in human blood ; 
.and the gladiators were, therefore, placed under 
his protection, and fought at his feasts. 

The ffBstiFals of the Romans, in honor of 
this god, were termed the SatwmaUa. They 
,were celebrated, according to some authors, 
on the 16tb, 17th, or 18th of December. At 
tiri^t, on one of those days only; but after- 
wards, they ,were continued two, three, and 
iw)nietimes even seven days. This custom ori^- 
ginated in Greece; and the Institution was in 
jremembrapQe of the fabled golden age, in which 
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all mankind are represented to have been equaL 
Sacrifices were made^ on this occasion, and slaves 
were allowed to take liberties with their masters^ 
and to inform them freely of their faults. Friends 
sent presents to each other, and reconciled all 
animosities. No war was allowed to be declared^ 
and no offender was executed. The schools kepi 
a vacation ; and nothing but good humour and 
mirth prevailed. But, these festivities frequently 
terminated in extravagance, and dissolute licen- 
tiousness. 

Hence, the household god lately described^ 
will probably bring to the reader's recoUectioii 
many historical facts, relative to the heathen 
world, and which can scarcely fail to be con- 
trasted with the superior advantages of the gospel 
dispensation. It will consequently, offer to the 
contemplative mind, a mingled source of painful 
and of pleasing reflections. 

About the year 1740, two very curious Roman 
urns were dug up near the Mount, without 
Micklegate-Bar. One of them was made of 
glass ; and being, by accident, broken in pieces, 
the inside of it was found to be coated, similar to 
a looking-glass, with a substance of a bluish' 
silver colour, termed by philosophers^the electrum 
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ef the aliciettts. Tke other urn was of lead, and 
was sold, by the workmeB, to au ignorant 
plumber, who immediately beat it together, and 
melted it down. A pedestal of grit, was also 
found, the same year, at no great distance from 
Micklegate-Bar, It had a short Roman in- 
scription upon it, rather defaced by time ; and 
measured two feet high, by ten inches in breadth. 
In the Rebellion which broke out in 1746, the 
citizens of York evinced great proofs of prompti* 
tude and loyalty. An association of the nobility 
and other leading characters of the county, was 
immediately proposed by the Rev. Thomas Her- 
ring, then archbishop of York ; and was entered 
into at the castle, on the twenty-fourth of Sep- 
tember. At that meeting, his lordship delivered 
a public address, in which all ranks were ex- 
horted to assist with their utmost efforts, in de- 
fending the British constitution, and in restoring 
and preserving the national tranquillity. More 
than eight hundred of the nobles, gentry, and 
clergy in the county, were by this means united. 
A subscription was immediately entered into, 
by the inhabitants of the county at large ; and 
the sum of thirty-one thousand, four hundred 
and twenty pounds was raised, for the support of 
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giowemmemiy wore ^rtiekimAjf in 4Aie ^elieiioe td 
the wealthy ^nd e&teaiii^ oouwtj ^ York. 

A Hieetiag a£ the ciiuens wci8 also ealledi Igr 
Jokn fiaper^ eiq. the lord oiayor^ £» the «Mae 
^rpMe ; and in addition to ether acte ^ loymlty^ 
the Mm of two thouaand four huMired^ aod 
thirty-five pouttda was Mibscnbed. The eiaslf or 
coofity of the city^ ako contributod tmo hundred 
aiid tuvmiy pounds. With this Bioney^ four 
oompaiiies of men were nased, chKhed^ aad sup* 
ported. Each compaBy <9onsiated «f seventy 
nMffi; exdusiTe of non-comoiissioned oficers; 
and this force ims designated the ^ Yoni BlmesJ^ 
They renained embodied afoont four months; 
during which tine^ the privates receiFed seven 
alitllings per week, the druoMners ten shillings^ 
and the sei^eanta, fsurteen; but die superior 
officers served gratis. Tlie gentlemen and other 
l^incipal inhaUtattts of the city, formed them* 
selves into a mjiitary body, for it's defence. 
They were clothed in uniform; accoutred at 
their own expense; and assumed the name of 
Independents. This respectable corpji remamed 
under arms aboiU ten months. 

The prince of Hesse honored thn city with 
his presence, on the twenty-eighth of May, 1746, 
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when on his journey from Scotland to London^ 
after the decisive battle of CuUoden. The lord 
mayor and aldermen complimented the prince^ 
by waiting upon him at his quarters ; and, the 
following day, that illustrious character proceeded 
on his journey. 

William duke of Cumberland, second son of 
George the second, commander, in chief against 
the rebels, was solicited by the lord mayor and 
commonalty, to visit York, when on his return 
to London, Their invitation, sent by express to 
the duke, was accepted ; and on the twenty-third 
of July he arrived, attended by lords Cathcart 
and Ancram, with several other military oflBcers. 
He alighted at the precentor's house, in the 
Minster- Yard, then occupied by Dr. Sterne; 
and was received by the archbishop, in a very 
polite manner. The two judges of assize, the 
high^sheriff, and several other gentlemen, also 
attended. A collation was prepared at the city's 
expense, of which the duke and the archbishop 
partook. After supper, the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and sheriffs, presented his royal highness 
with the freedom of the city* It was about nine 
«'clock in the evening, when the duke and his 
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attendants arrived, and at twelve the aame ni^k* 
they departed. 

Many of the rebels, who were at this thne 
tried at York, were convicted, and twenty-two 
were executed. As on former oceasione, the 
heads of two of them, William. ConoUy and 
James Mnyne, were placed on iron spikea, over 
Micklegate^Ban 
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J^^ffi the Sebelliony in 1745, to the preeent time. 



JL HE reader has now been conducted through 
all the national eirents of importance, in which 
the interest of the city of York has been involved. 
He has^ doubtless, contemplated the greatness of 
it's early periods, admired the grandeur of it's 
pristine glory, and beheld^ with feelings of tender 
emotion, the various occurrences which hav^ 
conjointly transmitted to the present generation^ 
the shattered bulwark and the mouldering pile. 

Associated with contemplations like these^ he 
may feel a consciousness of the instability of every 
thing this terrestrial globe can exhibit; and, 
whilst surveying the faded greatness of the se«- 
oond city in England, may call to mind the 
present degraded state of Athens, the once 
miglity capital of Greece, or dwell, with painful 
musing, on the wasting piles of Imperial Rome, 
her conquering rival, and the great antitype of 
our northern metropolis. 
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Struck with the survey, he may join wiih 
Armstrong f and exclaim : 

** Time shakes (lie stable tyranny of thrones. 
And tottering empires fall by their own weight ! 
This huge rotundity we tread, grows old, 
And all those worlds tiiat roll around the Sun! 
The Sun, himself, must die, and ancient night 
Again involve the desolate abyss !** 

During the latter part df the short period which 
this section embraces, war, with all it's desolating 
train, has raged on the European and Asiatic 
Continents, and erected it's crimson standard on 
the trans-atlantic shores ; but, we ought to re* 
joice, as a nation, that though we hare not been 
entirely free from the effects of those awful 
events, our own country has escaped the horrors 
attendant on the seat of hostilities. Hence little 
now remains to be recorded, but such local 
events of a civil nature, as have occurred to the 
inhabitants of York, and claim a place in the 
history of our city. 

In the year 1747, as several workmen were 
digging the foundation of a house in Mick- 
legate, opposite, the church of St. Martin, they 
found a curious piece of sculpture, about tea 
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feet below the surface of the earth, of which the 
following is an exact resemblance* 



This ancient relic is limestone, twafeet tlvree 
inches in lengthy one foot ten inches and three 
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quarters broad^ and seven inches thick: com- 
pletely smooth on the back and edges^ and with- 
out any inscription. 

Drake, the antiquary, was residing In' York, 
when it was found ; about eleven years after the 
publication of his Eboracum. On hearing of th^ 
circumstance, that gentleman took a drawing of 
it, which he sent to the learned Dr. Stukely. 
Xhe doctor returned the following explanatioii, 
which was afterwards forwarded, by Mr. Drake, 
to the Royal Society. 

^^ This drawing is a great curiosity. The stone 
which it delineates, is a sculpture of MHhntM, 
as usual, sacrificing a bull. He has on the 
Persian mantle, called candySy and the Phrygian 
bonnet, called tyara. He represents the Arcbi-* 
magus, performing the great annual sacrifice, at 
the spring equinox, according to the patriarchal 
usage. 

" These ceremonies to Mithras, were generally 
celebrated in a cave of a rock; therefore thte 
sculpture was found so deep in the earth. 

^^ There is commonly a figure on each side of 
him, habited in the same manner, standing cross- 
legged; the one holds a torch up, the other 
down. Here is only the latter in your sculp- 
ture — the other is imperfect* 
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^^ Undei^neath is tbe figure of a borse> iiiti- 
iMating the ftun'n course; fbr^ in the time when 
tbe old patritrcbiil custonis became propbane, 
and desecrated into idolatry^ they nade Mithras 
to be the Apollo, or Sun ; whence 'these sooip* 
tunes had a number of symbols relating to the 
solar eireuit of the year^ tbraugh the twelre 
Zodiacal oonsteUations. 

^^ The iiro figures attending 4hi the Airehi^ 
magtts^ ara ioierior offioevs to him. There is a 
mystery in their standing cross-^legged^ like oar 
effigies of Croisaders in chi»rohea> and it means 
the same thing ; for the dmn was one part ef the 
Hitbriac ceremonies. These iMio, by the diferent 
attitudes of their torches, represent day and nighty 
as Mitbias represents tbe sun. Tbe figure im« 
perfectly drawn at the tarl of Ihe borse, is, f 
believe, a gesuus twisted roniid with it snake; 
which means the vitality inq^aried tp sil things 
by tbe solar power. 

^^ The other figures are 4oo ivpepfSefet to 
trouble you wKh ^conj^tttres about them ; twt 
they all regard the same deaign. They are oil- 
eiatis^ priests, anfd lare dressed in a iqrmbolio 
•nannep, to intunate the sun's iafkuence swd 
tMHiad moiiitt. 
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^^ The Romans became extremely fond of Ifae 
Mithriac saereds^ whence here yon find this 
sculpture in the imperial city. I saw an image 
of Mithras^ at Chester, and no doubt there are 
many more in Britain. 

^^ St. Jerom, in his epistle to Lieta, writes, 
^^ A few years ago, your cousin, Gracchus, a 
name of Patrician quality, when he was prsefect 
of the city, destroyed, broke, and burnt, the ctive 
of Mithras." '< This was at Rome, and about the 
year 378. Not long after, we may well imagine, 
your Roman prefect of York followed his ens 
ample, and demolished the subterranean tempfe, 
in Micklegate, where this sculpture of him was 
found." 

This curious antique, was formerly in the 
possession of Mrs. Sandercock, of Lendal, in 
this city, by whom it was bequeathed, with 
other property, to Doctor Cappe. On the 
decease of that gentleman, it became the pro* 
perty of the present Mrs. Cappe ; to whom the 
author of this work is indebted for a minute eir« 
amination of the ancient sculpture. 

Some of the figures are defaced ; but when we 
consider that, in all probability, nearly two 
thousand years have elapsed since the hand which 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITY OF TORIL. 28S 

formed them mouldered into dust, our surprise 
will be excited that time has left so perfect a 
representation. 

A small pedestal of wood was made, most 
probably at the time the stone was found ; 
and in the front of it, was placed a brief 
description of the sculpture, to the following 
purport — ^^ The Basso RelieVoes of Mithras, the 
Persian Deity ^, performing the great annual 
sacrifice, according to patriarchal usage, which 
was worshipped all over the Roman empire, and 
very much in Britain. One day in the year the 
Romans celebrated a grand festival to Mithras, 
who was chiefly worshipped in a rocky cave under 
ground." Beneath this inscription, is a remark 

^ Lempriere, in his ^^ Classical Dictionary/* says, 
Mithras was a god of Persia, supposed to be the Sun, 
or, acoordiag to others, Venus Urania. His worship was 
introduced at Rome, and the Romans raised him altars^ 
on whicl^ was this inscription, ^^ JDeo Soli MitkrsB, or. 
Soli Deo invioto Mitkrse?'* The Pantheon also informs 
US| that those who desired to become the priests of 
Mithras, were previously obliged to undergo numerous 
hardships, disgraces, stripes, colds, heats, and other 
torments, before they were considered fit for that ex- 
alted station. 
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much defaced, but which appears to han^e bees 
a mere supposition relative to the times of the 
origin and destruction of the idolatrous cave. 

In the year )754, the heads of two of the 
rebels, executed in 1746, and which had been 
placed over Micklegate-Bar, were stolen from 
it. The theft was effected in the night of the 
28th of January, by William Arundell, a tailor^ 
of York, assisted by an Irish journeyman. Large 
rewards were immediately offered, for the appre* 
hension of the offender, to obtain which the Irish^ 
man was tempted to betray bis master. Arundell 
was committed to the jail on Ouse- Bridge, tried> 
convicted, and sentenced to two yean imprisoor 
ment, to pay a fine of five pounds, and to find 
sureties for his future good behaviour. 

In 1757, several new regulations in the miKtia 
laws, which obliged the poor to contribute eqaally 
with the rich, were conceived by the former to be 
oppressive and unjust ; and excited considerable 
tumult in the north and east ridings of York- 
shire. The latter is unconnected with the city ; 
but the former, claims our attention. 

On the fifteenth of September, the day ap« 
pointed for the meeting of the deputy- lieutenants 
and chief constables for the wapentake of Bulmer^ 
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great numbers of country people^ from more than 
thirty parishes^ assembled in the city of Yorki 
with intent to prevent the constables from pre-^ 
sentii^ the lists of men subject to the ballot. 
Thus met^ armed with club^^ and other unlawful 
weapons, they took a circuitous route, through 
Monk-Bar, to the C!ock pit- House, without 
Bootham-Bar* The deputy lieutenants, how-^ 
ever, had not assembled there ; but some of the 
constables were present, from whpm the mob 
forced the lists, and after disposing of all the 
liquors they could find, and destroying the in* 
ternal part of the house, they levelled it with 
the ground. 

Their attention was next directed to the house 
of Mr. Bowes, on the opposite side of the street^ 
which met with the same fate as the former^ 
Many other persons were pointed out, as friends 
to the obnoxious militia law, and would alse 
have been attacked, had not the lord mayor an4 
the high-sheriff of the county quickly appeared 
amongst the rioters; aud, by persuasive argu* 
mcnts and specious promises, soothed their irri* 
tated feelings, so as to induce them to disperse* 

Several of the rioters were afterwards appro* 
bended, and tried at the following assizes. They 
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were all acquitted but one ; who^ being capitallj 
convicted, received sentence of death, but had 
his sentence commuted to transportation for life. 

Edward, duke of York, passed through this 
city, on the 18th of July, 1761, accompanied by 
Sir William Boothby, bart.. Colonel Morrison, 
4tnd Major St. John. The duke was on a tour 
to Scarborough, for the benefit of his health, and 
therefore made no stay in York. Whilst he 
remained at Scarborough, however, Thomas 
Bowes, esq. the lord mayor, Peter Johnson, esq. 
the recorder, and two senior aldermen, waited 
upon his royal highness, to request that he would 
honor York, on his return, by spending some 
time in the city. The mansion-house of the lord 
mayor was also offered to the duke, for his ac- 
commodation. A gracious answer was returned ; 
and, on the I9th of August, Edward arrived in 
York. He alighted at the minster, surveyed 
that magnificent building, and then proceeded 
to the mansion-house; Stonegate, through which 
he passed, being lined with Colonel Thorntou^a 
militia. The lord mayor, recorder, aldermen, 
and sheriffs, were prepared to receive the duke; 
the recorder, in an address to his royal high- 
mess, also offered him the freedom of the city, and 
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this mark of respect meeting his approbation^ it 
was presented in a gold box^ Talue one hundred 
guineas. The duke dined with the lord mayor 
at the mansion-house, along with the earl of 
Gainsborough, and a great number of gen- 
tlemen. 

In the evening, a ball was given at the as« 
aembly-rooms. It was opened by the duke, and 
the sister of Sir John Lister Kaye, bart, then 
high-sheriff for the county. This illustrious per* 
4M>nage, lodged that night at the mansion-house^ 
and on the following morning, repaired to the 
race-ground, where he reviewed Thornton's mi- 
litia. He breakfasted at the grand stand, after 
which, he communicated the usual compliments of 
satisfaction, &c., and proceeded to London. 

On the eighth of January, 1762, war was for- 
mally declared in York, against the king of 
Spain ; and, on the following day, the high- 
sheriff of the county, Sir John Lister Kaye, bart. 
attended by two regiments of militia, and many 
gentlemen, caused the under-sheriff to read a 
similar declaration at the castle. 

A terrible hurricane was experienced in York, 
in 1763. It commenced about nine in the even- 
ing of Saturday the jBrst of December, and con- 
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tinned till neair eight the next morning. So 
powerful was the wind, that the weathercock^ 
and part of tlie battlement at the west-end of 
the cathedral, were blown down, and many houses 
in the city were greatly damaged. 

York was again honored with the presence of 
Edward, duke of York, on the eighteenth of 
August, 1766. Never were the races so nu-^ 
merously or so respectably attended, as on this 
occasion — the splendid retinues of the nobility 
which had resorted to meet the duke, gave ad- 
ditional brilliancy to the scene, and contributed 
much to the hilarity of the meeting. His royal 
highness attended the service at the cathedral, 
on the sabbath, and being met at the west door, 
by the residentiary, the lord mayor, recorder, 
and others, was' ushered into the archbishop's 
throne^ where he heard a discourse by the Rev. 
Mr. Sterne. On Monday he left York, pro- 
ceeded towards Scarborough, and again passed 
through this city in September following, on his 
return to the south. 

The king of Denmark visited York, the thirty- 
first of August, 1768 ; and, with many of his 
nobles, and officei^s of state, was accommodated 
at Mr. Bluitt's inn, in Lendal. The evening 
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ef that &BLjy the lord mayor and aldermen waited 
OB bis majesty^ in the usual manner^ and were 
reeeired with great respect. The king, however, 
could not be prevailed upon to remain long in 
York, but the following mornings after viewing 
the cathedral, and the other objects of public 
interest, he hastened throagfa Leeds and Man- 
<^ester, to London. 

The same year, as some labourers were pre- 
fmring a piece of ground for a garden, near the 
city walls, west of Mick)egate-Bar, they dis- 
covered a Il4>man Sepulchre, of a very singular 
form. Mr. William White, M. D. of York, sent 
the following description of it, to the Antiquarian 
Society, of which himself was a member. 

** The sepulchre was formed of tiles, being 
three in length, each twenty inches long, and 
fifteen inches and a half broad, with prominent 
edges. These, with the same number on the 
other side, were built up in the form of the roof 
of a house, making a triangle with the ground 
below. This was covered at the top with semi- 
circular tiles, of a small diameter, so close as to 
prevent the least particle of earth from falling 
within the cavity. 
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'< Each end of the dormitory was closed witli 
a tile^ of the same form and size as those «of the 
sides — On each of these is this inscription: 

ZiEG. IX. HIS. 

^^ Within the cavity of this sepulchre, were 
found the remains of a human body, which seems 
ip have been burnt; among them were a part of 
a (high-bone, and the lower jaw broken, but 
containing all it^s teeth. 

'^ There was likewise an urn, of a bluish-grey 
colour, containing ashes, covered with a piece of 
alate. I got it very well preserved, with one of 
the same sort, of a smaller size and broken. 
Near to this, was found another earthen vessel of 
red clay^ with a handle to it ; the bottom of it 
was broken oflf, by the workmen, in hopes of 
finding treasure, but I believe it contained no- 
thing but common earth. 

^' They brought me a silver ring, for the jBnger^ 
weighing seven penny- weights, which they said 
was found in the last- mentioned vessel ; but, I 
apprehend this to be a mistake, as it seems not 
to be Roman. 

^^ I was obliged to take the latter part of this 
account from the labourers, as I knew not of the 
discovery, till they brought me the urns, ring. 
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adii a iew coins^ bA except one^ miich defaced. 
t went immediately^ and examined the sepulchre^ 
in sitUy tneasured the tiles, and secured the two 
end ones, with the inscriptions^ The medal is a 
Damituin, well preserved* Reterse, f^iBsi 

IPUBLICAE. 

^ The ninth legion came dvei* into Britain 
tinder the emperor Claudius, and was surnamed 
Etispanicai under which title it Is mentioned 
by Tacitus. There have been many monuments 
found in Britain, wherein mention is made of 
this legion; but^ instead of the adjunct His* 
panica, all of them have that df Victriite* This 
puzzled Mr^ Horsley, who, in order to account 
for it, supposed this legion to have been incor- 
porated with the sixth, whose proper title was 
VietrtXy by which the latter became general. 

^^ By this inscription^ (the only one yet dis« 
covered in Britain, in which the ninth legion 
appears with it's proper title, Hispanica) we 
know that it retained that jiame long after it's 
arrival in this island, and when stationed at 
1Sboracum» If Mr. Horsley's opinion be true^ 
which is very probable, this monument must be 
prior to that period, and consequently to all the 
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monuments yet discovered^ iil which mention is 
made of this legion. 

^' This is doubtless the sepulchre of a soldier^ 
belonging to the Legio mana Hispanica.^^ 

Such is the interesting description given of 
this curious relic, the antiquity of which is so 
.fully proved, that further comment is unne- 
ces8arf% 

In the month of October, 1769, as several 
workmen were employed in preparing the founda- 
tion of a garden wall, between Gillygate and the 
walls of the city, they found a serrated Roman 
silver coin, which from it's extraordinary an«> 
tiquity, and peculiar rarity, merits a description 
in this work. On one side was a head in profile, 
and this inscription : " capit. cjxiii." On the 
reverse, were represented two oxen, with the 
yoke on their necks, but no plough : Above them 
was inscribed '^ cxiii." and, under their feet 

" C. MARI." 

Capita^ was the surname of the Marian fa- 
mily ; but, what is meant by cxiii. on each side 
the coin, is difficult to ascertain. It certainly 
cannot Iiave any relation to the number of times 
he was Consul ; as we are informed that he was 
slain in his seventh Consulship, eighty-four years 
prior to the birth of our Saviour. This piece 
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must therefore have been struck more than nine'^ 
teen hundred years ago. 

An antiquary^ who trAs living when it was 
founds ventured the following conjecture re** 
specting it. ^^ As the oxen are sometime^ ihe 
bymbol of peace, it is not improbable but this 
coin might have been struck upon Caius Marius's 
conquest over Jugurtha, one hundred and five 
years before the birth of Christ ; and the year 
before Pompey and Cicero were born : Or, on his 
conquest over the Cimbri, when 200^000 men 
were slain, and 90,000 were taken prisoners ; in 
his fourth Consulship^ which was five years after 
C. Marius had defeated Jugurtha." 

As some labourers were digging for gravel on 
the Monnt> near the south entrance to the city, 
in October, 1769, they discovered the foundation 
of an ancient building j and on close investi- 
gation, part of a vault was also found, in which 
had been deposited a large leaden cofiin. It 
contained a few bones; but no other fragments 
of antiquity. 

In Drake's Eboracttm, is the following ob« 
servation> which may be considered as having 
reference to the structure just mentioned : " On 
the east side of the Mount, stood formerly the 

Q2 



Digitized by 



Google 



944 fiTSTORY OP TH£ 

chapel of 8L iAmeu^ renuirkAble for bekig IJm 
place from which the archbishops of York kegu* 
their walk on/o^, to the cathedral^ at their 
eothronizatioii ; the cloth, which was spread all 
the way, for that purpose, being afterwards givea 
to the poor. This being a chantry chapel, it feU 
at the sappression.'^ Torre also obserres: '< The 
dean and chapter met the archbishop here, in 
their formalities; who, after being sprinkled 
with holy water, and thurified, then put off his 
shoes, and so proceeded thence barefoot^ fam th$ 
cloth prepared /br ihepurpowj to the minster; 
being attended by the clergy and people." 

When it is considered that the vault, coffin, 
and it's mouldering contents, were discorered on 
the north side of the road, towards the summit of 
the Mount, bearing eastward from it ; and how 
wide a difference there is between thb sepulchre 
and others found at various times near the same 
spot, we may be justified in concluding that the 
foundations which enclosed them, mark the scite 
of St. James's chapel ; and that the relics of nior-» 
tality bespeak some great personage, whose 
friends had chosen this sacred building as a fit 
repository for the mortal remains. 

The ground where the foundations of the 
chapel of St, James; and the remains of the vault 
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ivere foand^ is now the property of V, Beilby^ esq. 
who resides within a few hundred yards of the 
spot. It is close by the road side^ is elevated above 
4he surrounding eowstry^ and though at present 
occupied by the owner as an orchard, is generaBy 
known by the name of the Mill-Hill, from the 
circuinstance of a building; of thi^t sort having been 
erected upon it^ in modem times. No remains 
of the chapel or vault are now to be seen ; nor 
does the hill present to the eye any peculiar ap- 
pearance, calculated to raise in the mind of the 
{Stranger, the least idea of it's former importance.^ 
f n one part of the orchard, however, is a curious 
piece of grit stone, of a round or rather an ovai 
4brm, and. completely flat at the top, probably the 
pedestal for an image. Whether this belonged 
to the chapel, or is a relic of more ancient date, 
cannot easily be iteterntined, since it has not any 
'inscription, or other piark of Roman origin. 

In an adjoining fie^, the property of the same 
gentleman, 4s anotl^er hill or piece of rising 
ground ; which^ wb^n struck upon by apy hard 
substance, yields a hoUp.w sou,nd. By this, it is 
iiighly probable, tl^t a subterranean repository 
«or vault, would be found b/^nea^h,, was the hill 
opened foi^ the purpose, where som^ warriors of 
i>ld may have kmg reposed. 
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. A foot road winds near the spot^ and aa th* 
contemplative stranger pastes by> a single tree 
crowning the summit of the hill« with the herbage 
roundi may call to his recollection that passage 
in Ossian's Poems, which, in a most admirable 
manner, describes these dormitories of the dead : 

^< A tree^ with wmve a Uaf^Long ffra9»^ ihai 
whi$th$ in the wind, muark, to the hmmtet^e eye, the 
grave of the Might]/ ^ who$e voice woe like a etregm 
after rain — like thnnder qn dietant hiUi^* 



Whilst musing orep this deserted mound, the 
eye and the mind will naturally be led to wander 
around the neighbouring plain ; where many nn% 
ashes, skeletont^ and other remains, haye fre^ 
quently been found ; apd to whose cold eivbraces, 
no doubt, haye been consigned, the great, the 
wealthy, and the gay, the man of splendid talent, 
and the lovely form which shone in bright per- 
fection; all which have rested, undisturbed, ^ong 
mouldering through successive ages. SeldoQi in* 
deed, htis any part of the Mount bee^ explored 
much be^ow the surface, without some new disoor 
very of this uftture. The cause of those re^naiu^ 
being there deposited, will however, be treated of 
under a distinct head, in another part of this wqrli;* 
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In the month of August, 1770, part of the 
foundation of a Temple, of Roman brick work^ 
was found in Friars' Gardens, near Toft^Green, 
about two feet below the surface of the earth. 
It was so firmly cemented, as to resist the stroke 
of a pick ; and it's form^, was a semicircle, the 
other half being under an adjoining house. Be- 
neath this fragment, was a flat grit stone, three 
feet long, two fpet one inch broad, and seven 
inches thick; on which was the following in- 
scription, and curious carved work, ii\ verv finq 
preservation. 



The inscription maybe thus translated :— This 
Temple, sacred to the God, Serapis, was 

ISR^CTEP, A SolOy FHOM THE GROUND, DY ClaU- 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 HISTORY OF THS 

PIUS Heronymunus^ legate, or Lieutenant^ or 
TBE Sixth Conquering Legion, 

Serapis was a great Egyptian deity, known by 
the three names of Osiris, Apis, and Serapis^ 
Osiris, in the heathen mythology, is represented 
as the son of Jupiter and Niobe, but is said to haye 
been killed by his brother Typhon. The super- 
stition of the Egyptians, who believed the doctrine 
of Metempsychosis, induced them to imagine that 
the soul of Osiris had, after leaving the human 
form, entered that of an ox ; this animal having 
been of very essential service in the cultivation 
of the ground, and Osiria having introduced agri* 
culture Ipto Egypt. Apis is the Egyptian name 
for an o^ ; and tb)s name was aOecwards altered to 
Serapis. ^f empbis, Alexandria^ Canopus,and th^ 
great city of Athens, had each a magniliceut tem^ 
pie dedicated to this idol ; ^nd his worship was in- 
troduced also at Rome by the emperor Antoninus 
Piu8^ in the year 146 ; thence, no doubt, it bad 
been brought to this country, by the Romans,^ and 
thus had occasioned the erection of a temple 
sacred to Osiris^ in the anciept and then splendid 
city of Eboracum* 

Having explained the inscription, it will now 
be proper to notice the carving on each side of it. 
These are clearly emblematic of circumstanoea 
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connectefl with this object of idolatrous veneration. 
Pr* Adams^ in bis treatise on Roman Antiquities, 
says : ^^ Animals were joined to a carriage^ by wbat 
was called a Jvgwn (a yoke) usually made of 
wood ; but sometimeof also of n^etal> placed upoii 
the neck ; ope yoke cpmioonly upon two^ of a 
crooked form^ with a bend for (he neck of each^'' 
Such 9re the crooked figureif jiere r?presented| 
at each end of which the.)iopf of an ox ia 
evidently pourtrayed. The two smal} wheelp 
which are placed ne^r themi^ seem f^l$o to de« 
iiote the agricultural pursuit^ )n which tho os 
was chiefly ppaployed^ fsind fpr which it was 
deified by the Egyptians, The wheels might also 
have another signification , beings by their rotun* 
dity, emblematic of eternity^ and hence^ of the 
supposed endless duration of the god Serapis^ 

GouGH, in his edition of Camden's Britannu, 
mentions this ipscription, though in a very brief 
manner^ without attempting any explanation^ ot 
ever noticing the jugum or the wheels. H^^ 
however, remarks that Mr, Pegge refers it tp thta 
time of Hadrian or sooner ; and adds^ that several 
coins of Nerva^ Triyan> and Hadrian^ were found 
along with it« 

This curioi)s memorial of Romap idolatry^ was 
immediately removed from the place where it 
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had so long been deposited; and^ in the year 
1785^ it was in the possession of the late Fran'cia 
Smithy esquire, F. S. A. then residing at New-* 
buildings, near Thirsk, in this county. 
- As some workmen were digging a drain from 
the north-east of Davygate, to the corner of 
Lendal, in the year .1770, they discovered the 
foundation of three walls or buttresses, about 
seven feet below the surface of the ground. They 
were from nine feet and a half to eleven feet and 
a half broad ; about three feet distant from each 
other ; and were composed of pebbles strongly ce- 
mented, the space between the walls being se* 
curely filled with clay. Gough says, they were 
supposed to have been built by the Romans, to 
prevent the Ouse from overflowing the city. 

The same year, several antique remains were 
found by Mr. Thomas Beckwith, in a piece of 
ground on the banks of the river Ouse, which 
had been opened as a gravel pit, situate about a 
mile and a half east fVom the city. They con- 
sisted of several fragments of Roman earthen- 
ware: part of the bottom of a Patera ^^ in- 



s* Patera^ amongst the RoiBans, waa a goblet, or vesael 
•f gold, silver, marble, brasB, glasB, and eemetimes Qf 
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scribed CA^IASF — Another was also founds on 
which OPHILAS^ with several other names^ ap- 
peared very legibly. Within the compass of 
fifty or sixty yards^ were likewise many more 
pieces of paterae and ums^ some yery large ves- 
sels^ part of a patera much superior to the rest» 
being adorned with representations of vine leaves 
—part of an urn of crystal — an iron flesh fork, 
and a piece of brass. But amongst all these 
fragments^ only one perfect urui with it^s cover, 
was found. 

The most remarkable circumstance, however, 
connected with this discovery, was, that a stratum 
of oyster shells appeared to have been laid about 
two feet, in some parte three, and in others nearly 
five, below the surface, and above them was a 
sort of rich black earth, like soot mixed wittl 



^artb^ out of which they made libatioos, mid ofiered con* 
tecrated meats, to ths ^ods, Uk sacrifice. The patera i$ 
freqaently found represented on medals, in the bands of 
the emperors, and when thus placed, implies the junction 
of the sacerdotal vvitb the imperial authority. This 
vessel, after having served for funeral libations, was some- 
times inclosed in the urn prepared for the ashes of the 
departeds The name patera is derived firom pateo^ aa 
open vessel. 
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oil; among which were found pieces of burnt 
wood. Upon this singular substance^ were scat-t 
tered great numbers of bones of cattle ; chiefly 
heads and ribs. In one part were many heads oi 
beasts laid together ; and, in several others^ bones 
mixed with earth and fragments of eartbea 
ressels* Not far from those^ the earth, about 
three feet below the present surface, was dis- 
coloured and greasy, as though it had been 
soaked with blood to the depth of two feet. 

This unusual appearance, tended, with con« 
necting circumstances, to impress upon the minds 
of the antiquaries who examined the whole, a 
firm idea that a Roman temple had formerly 
stood there, and that those were the remains of 
the sacrifices and other ceremonies, customary in 
^e dark ages of Pagan idolatry. 

The preceding account is mentioned by Gaugh^ 
who says, that in the following year, 1771, a si- 
milar discovery was made in another gravel-pit, 
not far from the former. The particulars of 
the latter he gives in the following words: — 
*^ A fragment of a patera, seoespita, a flesh fork 
with the prongs bent down, brass needle, laige 
iron bolt, two square studs of brass, a whole 
patera with ears, two others broken, one of them 
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•denied with men and beasts, another with vine 
leaved and branches — a small urn, of coarse red 
clay, with a eover of bluish clay^--a small broken 
patera — a fragment of a light coloured coarse 
cover, with two ears ; and various fragments of 
urns. Within this pit, between layers of earth 
and gravel, was another of black earth inter*- 
mixed with burnt wood, and under it, a layer of 
oyster shells* In the middle of the pit was a 
hillock of the same strata, mixed with fragments 
of urns, some Inscribed, ofroni, catvs, &c. Some 
of larger ones, and of paterae, adorned with vine 
and i'y branches, lions, tygers, fawns piping on 
double flutes, &c.'' 

An antique brass flaggon was also found by a 
neighbouring farmer, whilst ploughing in a field 
near the city. It's weight was seventeen pounds, 
four ounces and a half, the lid alone weighing 
three pounds and six ounces. This ancient ves- 
sel was calculated to contain in quantity about 
five of our modern pints; it stood on three 
legs, and the top of the lid represented a head or 
face apparently connected with the heathen my- 
thology, but without any inscription. It was not, 
in any other respect, worthy the attention of the 
antiquary. 
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On the 22nd of October, 1772, the French allH 
i>a^sador. Count de Guigues, being on a tour t^ 
the north, visited York* He took up his quarter* 
at the Hotel, now occupied by Mn Etridge, in 
Blakestreet^ and was immediately honored with 
a guard of General Mordaunt's dragoons ; but 
not approving the formality, he gave the men 
twelve guineas, and dismissed them. He arrived 
on the evening of Thursday, and left York or 
the following Sunday mornings 

In November, 1773, Mr. Powell, the cele* 
brated pedestrian, engaged for a considerable 
wager, to walk from London to York, and back 
to the former city, in six days. He commenced 
bis task on the morning of Monday, the 29th of 
November, and arrived in York, about half-past 
two in the afternoon of Wednesday. Great 
numbers of people had assembled for miles on 
the road^ waiting his arrival; some of whom 
endeavoured to keep pace with him, but in vain. 
The distance from Tadcaster to York, ia nine 
miles, which he performed in one liour and seven 
minutes 

After taking some refreshment, and having 
reposed in bed about an hour and a half, he re-* 
commenced his journey in disguise^ in order ta 
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iivold the mtrusion of the crowd. About half- 
past three on Saturday, he reached Barnetj 
and was escorted from that place, by at least 
five hundred horsemen, to Hick's Hall, London ; 
where he arrived at half past six, that evening. 
Powell again performed the same engagement^ 
in June, 1783, in August, 1790> and also in July, 
1^792, in five days and about sixteen hours. 

The indignant feelings of the lower class of 
the citizens of York, were, in January, 1777, 
much excited, by the presence of a '^ Press 
Cfang;^^ and on the morning of Sunday the 
26th of that month, the lord mayor received an 
anonymous letter^ with the York post mark 
upon it, threatening that if those men were not 
sent from the city on or before the following 
Tuesday, his lordship's own dwelling, and the 
Mansion-House also, should be burned to the 
ground. 

The lord mayor and commonalty answered 
this villanous letter, by publicly offering one 
hundred guineas reward, for the discovery of the 
offSender. It was certainly a very proper mode 
of proceeding ; still, we cannot but here express 
our detestation of an infringement on British 
liberty, by which many poor men are torn away 
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irithont preparation, and ofteii without hopCf 
from all the endearments of social life, to brave 
ibe dangers of the ocean, to fight, and pro^ 
bably to fall, a sacrifice at the shrine of am« 
bition* ^ Shall the sword devour for ever !'^ 
Surely the demon of wai* may be satiated with 
tiie millions of tictims that have been immolated 
within the last few yeari^ ; and we may hope to 
see the time approaching, when ^^ nation sliall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more!*' J&a. ii. 4. 

On the first of May, the same year^ Wiliiam 
Cock, a sailor from Doticasfer, announced that be 
would that day leap into the river, from the bat* 
tlement of Ouse-Bridge^ an elevation of thirtj- 
«even feet. The performance of this extraor- 
dinary leap, though considered by many as highly 
improbable. Was witnessed both on that and on 
the following day, without any injury being sus- 
tained by the poor man; for whom a liberal 
subscription was immediately made. 

A slight slK>ck of an earthquake was felt in 
York, on Sunday the fourteenth of September^ 
1777. It was of short continuance here, but was 
experienced at the same time more seriously, in 
Leeds and Manchester. 
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Rumoars of an intended invasion of England^ 
by France and Spain, assisted by the Dutch^ 
being prevalent in the year 1782, orders -were 
issued by government for a general association^ 
to enable the inliabitants of Britain to resist the 
combined efforts of her enemies. On the 10th of 
May, an express to that purport, arrived id 
York. The lord mayor immediately called a 
general meeting ; and it was resolved, that a corps 
of gentlemen volunteers should be embodied, who 
would provide their own arms and accoutrements, 
but should not be under any other control than 
that of the civil magistrates. It was also agreed 
that four companies of men in humbler life, one for 
each ward, should be raised, supported, and paid 
out of a general subscription for the purpose* The 
latter, however, were to be under military law, 
and liable to be marched out to any part of the 
kingdom, in case of actual invasion or rebellion ^ 
but«not on any other account. 

Those resolutions being unanimously passed, 
a committee of the principal gentlemen of th^ 
city was immediately formed, to carry them 
into effect. The efforts of this committee were 
warmly seconded by tlie corporation of York, the 
members of which assembled a few days after^ 

B 
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and generously voted the sum of five hundred 
pounds^ in aid of the patrioti<^cause* 

In the course of this year, the names of the se^ 
veral streets were first placed at the respectiTe 
comers ; in imitation of the same useful plan in 
London ; no such r^ulation having ever been 
fpreviously adopted at York. The houses in 
our city are, however, not yet numbered as 
in the capital of the kingdom — this improve- 
.ment remains to be effected at some future time. 
When it's population and trade shall become 
more considerable than at present, it will be need- 
ful ; and even now, in a city so much visited by 
strangers, it would be no small accommodation. 

There is another regulation observed in the 
metropolis, which if generally adopted in our 
venerable city, would afford both to strangers 
and residents, a considerable alleviation of the 
difficulty arising from it's narrow streets and con* 
sequent narrow foot pavements. Those who have 
been accustomed to pass much on foot in London, 
and many other large places, will perceive that 
the rules for walking are here alluded to — they 
are few and simple* Foot passengers should 
always move to the right, by which they would 
pass each other on the left side, and thus avoid 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITY Of YOMC. 269 

that obstruction and dodging of one another^ in 
attempting to pass^ which not unfrequently occurs 
when two parties arrive at the same spot, who are 
equally disposed to be polite and give way to 
those they meet. 

That celebrated statesman, the Marquis of 
Rockingham, whose memory is dear to every 
"Yorkshireman, and whose virtues commanded 
universal admiration, departed this life in July, 
1782. His remains were conveyed to York, for 
interment in the cathedral; and the mournful 
occasion presented to the view of our citizens, 
a scene of such extraordinary attachment and 
respect, as perhaps may never be excelled in any 
age or country. 

It having been intimated that the funeral ce- 
remony would be performed on the twentieth of 
July, a great number of gentlemen, including 
several members of the Rockingham Club*, as* 
«embled about two o'clock, in the Minster- Yard ; 
and thence proceeded in a body to Dringhouses, 
about a mile and a half from the city. At this 
place they met the corpse, attended by a nu- 



* A political society, formed in York under the pa- 
tronage of this exalted character; but which has long 
been dissolved, and is now nearly forgotten. 

R2 
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nerous cavalcade^ which they joined ; and the 
procession, with slow and solemn pace, moyed 
towards the city, where they arrived at four in 
the afternoon, in the following order : 

ABOUT TWO HUNDRED CITIZENS ON HORSEBACK, TWO AND TWO. 

THE STANDARD AS LORD LIEUTBNANT OF THE COUNTY, 
Qmimlky agetUiemm on ktratbrnckf UU emi Add l»y mmiker m/mI. 

TWO AENTLEMEir ON HORSEBACK. 

THE BANNER OF THB ORDER OF ST. QEOR6R, 

OarrUi hp mgmiUmaH om honebadt^ Um MmrfWihtlngof^im MoHNMb 

Order of ike QaHtr, 

TWO GENTLEMEN ON HORSEBACK. 

THE GREAT BANNER OF THE FAMILY ARMS, &C«, 
Carried kf m gtntleman on Aortefodk. 

THE CORONET ON A CRIMSON CUSHION9WITH GOLD FRINGE, && 
Ckrried ly a gemilemen on hortebtKk^ harekemUd. 

THE HEARSE, COYERED WITH ESCUTCHliONS, &C., 

Containing the Bodjf in a Coffin^ covered wOk crimtom veinei^ amporbig 

omtfrnm/cfl. 

ON EACH SIDE THB HEAR8E THE BANNEROLS 

FalnUd wiik the Mwrriagea of hie Lordship' efamify^ nmd carried l» m gemttmum 

on horeebaek, attended tfy eight Pogea on foot, 

SIX MOURNING COACHES WITH SIX HORSES EACH, 
AND TWENTY CARRIAGES WITH THE PRINCIPAL GENTLEMBlT 
OF THE COUNTY AND CITY, 
Who came to attend the funeral of their much beloved and lameidedfriemd. 

On the entry of the corpse at the west end of 
the minster, it was met by the dean, residentiaries^ 
prebendaries, &c., who preceded it to the choir^ 
singing the service. The body was placed there 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITT OF TORK. 261 

during the evenjkig pmyer& — then carried to the 

▼Bult^ and depoBited with great solemnity. 

Such were the honors paid to the remains of 

this exalted statesman^ whose patriotic course 

presents to im successors an ample fund for 

reflection, and a bright and noble ^example £or 

their imitation. 

So may the people^ $ care nitmd 
Each atatesmaUf that's his eauntry*s friend ! 
And great and grateful honors bloom, 
For ever, round the patriofs tomfo ! 

The winter of 1 784, was extremely severe, all 
over Europe, In England, the severity was 
experienced as much as in any other country; 
and that period was remarkable at York for a 
very intense frost, and a heavy fall of snow. The 
river Ouse was frozen so firmly, that during 
eight successive weeks, it was frequented by the 
most timid with the utmost confidence, the same 
as terrafirma. The greatest inconvenience occa* 
sioned to the inhabitants by this frost, arose from 
the scarcity of coals ; for though they were brought 
up to the city by land, the price was considerably 
enhanced with the land carriage; and they were 
sold at from twenty- six to thirty shillings per 
chaldron, which was then thought extremely 
high : and is double the present price. 

R3 
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Under these circumstancesy the labouriog 
classes of society were becoming much distressed; 
but the liberality of the citizens of York^ which 
has long been proverbial, was not, less conspi* 
cuous than usual* On this occasion, a.eonsider- 
able subscription was raised, to purchase bread 
and coals ; and those two important necessaries 
of life were distributed gratis, to upwards of six 
thousand indigent individuals. 

The thaw was welcomed with grateful feelings 
by all; but the eflfects it produced were very 
unpleasant, and completely without precedent* 
The Ouse was so extremely high, that the water 
was a considerable depth, even on the high road 
without Castlegate Postern; the houses there 
were all inundated, and the water increased till 
it also extended within the Postern up Castlegate- 
Lane, now called Tower-Street. In Walmgate, 
the evil was more seriously felt, and the inha* 
bitants were obliged to move about in carts. 
But this difficulty did not long continue ; for, on 
the ninth of Marcli, the river subsided, the coal 
sloops came up, and trade began to resume it's 
customary appearance. 

The sufferings caused by the slave trade, were 
long an object of painful anxiety in the miuds of 



Digitized by 



Google 



•••••••• ••• 

: * •*• : ::••••. :•• :. : • 
••• : \ : •: :. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITY OF TOR&. 268 

many beneyolent inhabitants of York ? through 
whose endeavours^ a public meeting was called^ 
in 1788, to take the subject into more, serious 
consideration. At that meetings it was deter- 
mined to address parliament on the complete 
abolition of all such inhuman traffic ; and a pe* 
tition, signed by eighteen hundred citizens of 
York^ was accordingly transmitted to the Hon. 
Lord Viscount Galway^ and R. S. Milnes^ esq., 
on Wednesday the sixth of February, in that 
year, to be presented to the House of Commons. 
So early an interference in the cause of humanity^ 
evinced a nobleness of feeling Vvhich must com- 
mand admiration ; and is an honorable trait in 
the character of our city. 

York has not often been honored by the visits 
of any of the present royal family of Great 
Britain. One instance of this, however, occurred 
in 1789, which deserves attention. On Monday 
the thirty- first of August, in the race- week, .their 
royal highnesses, tlie prince of Wales and the 
duke of York, arrived on the race*pground, in 
their carriage. They alighted at some distance 
from the Grand Stand, whence they rode about 
on horseback, in order to gratify public curiosity 
with a sight of their person^. When the races 

»4 
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were concluded^ tkejr repaired io the carriage of 
earl Fitzwilliam, in which they proceeded towards 
the city. The populace observing their approach^ 
assembled without Micklegate-Bar^ took the 
horses from the carriage^ and drew them through 
the streets with loud congratulations. 

On the following day the members of the cor<* 
poration went in procession^ from the Guildhall 
to the deanery, whither the royal visiters had re- 
paired. They were preceded by a band of 
music^ and during an interview with the prince^ 
presented to him the following address, accom« 
panied by an elegant gold box^ inclosing the 
freedom of the city. 

To hi$ Royal HighneM, Georob Prince of Wales. 
May it please your Royal Highness, 

The Lord Mayor and Corporation of the City of York, 
animated with the most lively gratitude for the high ho- 
nour conferred on this ancient city by your presence, beg 
leave to approach your royal person with the utmost 
respect and most cordial affection. This honour, Sir, is 
greatly increased by your royal highness being the only 
heir apparent to the imperial crown of this realm, whom 
they have ever had the felicity personally to address. 

They cannot resist the present favourable opportunity 
of expressing their just admiration of, and unfeigned ac- 
knowledgments for, the wisdom and moderation which sp 
eminently distinguished the affectionate and princely con- 
duct of your royal highness, in the most awful and trying 
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wtnation, xvhen all men looked up to your royal highness 
for protection 9 with the fullest assurance of receiving it; 
and blessed as this kingdom hath been by Divine Provi* 
dence, in the happy recovery of our most gracious sove- 
reign, for whom they entertain the warmest sentiments of 
duty and loyalty, it. is their fervent prayer that when it 
shall please the Almighty to call his majesty to a heavenly 
throne, your royal highness may succeed him In the 
hearts and affection of a free, brave, and loyal people^ 
and long live to reign over them with the happiness and 
glory of a patriot king. 

Your royal highness is respectfully entreated, to permit 
your royal name to be enrolled amongst' the Freemen of 
this ancient city, and to accept the freedom thereof; which 
is thus humbly offered for your royal highnesses gracious 
reception. 

To this Addressy his RoyalHighness was pleased 
to return the following Answer : 

My Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

I thank you for your loyal and affectionate Address, 
and for the satisfaction which you express at my visit to^ 
the city of York. 

It gives me very sincere pleasure that my conduct has 
been properly understood by you, and that my opinions as 
to the powers necessary to have been trusted to me for the 
general welfare, have not been mistaken by the respectable 
citizens of York, for an extravagant lust of power, or an 
unbecoming baste to assume that seat, which to be called 
to as late as possible, is the constant and warmest wish of 
my heart. Impelled with these sentiments, I must^ above 
all others, rejoice in that happy event which is the subject 
pf your joyful congratulations, and which touches my feel- 
ings not more as an ajTectionate son, than as th^ person 
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the most interested in eyery thing which concerns the 
prosperity and happiness of the reahn. 

I with pleasure accept the freedom of this ancient 
city, and your oJBTer of enrolling my name amongst it's 
citizens. 

On the following Thursday^ his royal highness 
dined with the lord mayor^ at the mansion-house; 
in company with the dukes of Norfolk^ Bedford^ 
and Queensberry ; the earls of Derby^ Kinnoul^ and 
Fauconberg ; the lords Clermont^ Downe, Lough- 
borough, Henry Fitzgerald, Rawdon, Fitzroy, 
Fielding, Grey, and Geo. H. Cavendish ; Sir 
Thomas Dundas, Sir William Milner, Sir James 
St. Clair, Sir John Ramsden, Sir Watts Horton, 
Sir John Borlase Warren, Sir J. WoUey Gar- 
diner, Sir John Eden, Sir Charles Turner, Sir 
George Armytage, Sir James Ibbetson^ and se- 
veral other gentlemen. 

The presence of those two royal personages, 
contributed much to the advantage of the citizens; 
for during the short time they stayed, York 
was crowded with nobility. On the following 
Saturday, they proceeded to Castle-Howard, the 
seat of the earl of Carlisle ; having previously 
ordered lieutenant-colonel St. Leger to pay into 
the hands of Walter Fawkes, esquire, then high 
sheriff of the county, Ttro Hundred Guineas, 
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for the relief of debtors in the castle. They also 
gave twenty guineas to the gaoler, for the pur- 
pose of clothing some female convicts, who had 
been ordered for transportation. In addition to 
tliose benevolent donations, the prince of Wales 
discharged the debts of three prisoners in Ouse* 
bridge gaol ; and performed several other acts of 
charity. 

On Monday, in the August race* week of 1791, 
the great statesman Charles James Fox, honored 
this city with his presence, accompanied by earl 
Fitzwilliam. They were both in one carriage; 
and the populace, having assembled without 
the city, took the horses from the carriage, and 
drew it, through the principal streets, to the 
deanery* 

A meeting of the corporation was soon after 
called, at which the following resolution was 
unanimously passed: ^' Resolved — That the free- 
dom of this city shall be presented to the Aight 
Hon. Charles James Fox, in a gold box, of the 
value of fifty guineas ; as a proof of tlie high 
respect and sincere gratitude of this corporation, 
for the constant and beneficial exertion of hi9 
brilliant and unrivalled abilities, in support of 
the British constitution, upon the true principles 
of the glorious revolution ; of the just rights of 
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every degree of citizens ; and the peaoe^ liberty, 
and happiness of mankind." 

The above resolution was carried into effect on 
the following day*; and on the gold box was this 
inscription : 

THB CORPORATION OP THE Cm OF YORK 

PRESBMTED 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX» 

WITH THE FREEDOM OF THE CITTy 

AUGUST 25th, 1791. - 

THOMAS WILSON, ESQUIRE, 
LORD MAYOR. 

In the year 1794, the country at large being 
in a very unsettled and alarming state, a general 
meeting of the inhabitants of York was convened, 
in June, by the lord mayor, to consider the 
most advisable means of insuring public tran<^ 
quillity. At this meeting, it was resolved that 
the most respectable inhabitants should be en- 
rolled into different corps of infantry, and provide 
themselves with uniform, &c. ; but that the non- 
commissioned officers should be regularly paid 
by a general subscription raised on purpose, to- 
wards which our corporation generously gave, as 
on the former occasion, five hundred pounds. 

On the 28th of December following, these 
loyal infantry assembled on Knavesmire, and 
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were presented with colours^ in the presence of 
an immense concourse of people, by the lady 
mayoress, in the general name of the ladies of 
York. The chaplain also attended, and per« 
formed the usual ceremonies. 

The succeeding year, a very great scarcity of 
wheat was experienced throughout England. 
It was no where more seriously felt than at York ; 
and the corporation accordingly resolved to pur- 
chase a large quantity in Scotland, for the relief 
of the citizens. . Four hundred, quarters of wheat 
were immediately agreed for ; and other measures 
were adopted for the general advantage of the 
community. 

In November, the same year, 1795, his royal 
highness, prince William Frederick of Gloucester, 
visited Scarborough ; and on his return to the 
south, spent some time in York. He was pre- 
sented with the freedom of the city in a gold box, 
with the customary formalities; and after re- 
maining liere till Tuesday the twelfth of January, 
1796, departed southward, highly gratified with 
the attention paid him by all the inhabitants. 

On the twelfth of December, 1796, died at her 
house in Micklegate, Mrs. Mildred Bourcbier, 
relict of John Bourchier, of Beningbrough, esq.^ 
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whose death is rendered remarkable by the cif- 
cumstanee of a small Roman altar of stone being 
found amongst her furniture. It was about ten 
inches in heiglit, six inches in breadth at the base, 
near four and a half in the middle, and about 
five inches and a half at the summit. It's form 
is represented below ; and the inscriptioiT, though 
rather defaced by time, has been copied with 
great accuracy. 



Tlie above altar was presented, by Anthony 
Thorpe, esq., l)f this city, to the Dean of York, 
who immediately deposited it in the minster 
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library^ where it now remains-— an interesting 
object to the curious. 

It seems to have been a votive aUcuTy dedicated 
by a soldier in the Sixth Legion^ to the mother 
of the emperor Antoninus Pius ; but the in- 
scription is one of those^ respecting which there 
are various opinions. Mr. Thorpe^ who is a 
gentleman of considerable antiquarian research^ 
to whom the author of this work is much in- 
debted for several interesting communications^ 
having written to the Rev. George Young, a 
well known antiquary at Whitby, on the subject, 
received the following in answer ; with leave for 
it^s publication. 

*^ I read the Inscription thus : 

MATHI ANTONINI PII AUGUSTI NOSTRI 



MARCOS MINUTIUS UNUS DE 
MILITIBUS LEGIONIS SEXTiE VICTRICfS 
SUPER LEGtONE SEXTA 
YOTUM SOLVIT LIBENTISSIMB MERITO^ 

^^ Perhaps the second line should be read 
MARCUS MiNUMUs DE, for tliat is a more obvious 



♦ Qu^ry— M£R1T(£« 
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reading, and requires leas supplement than the 
above : but I do not find minumqs among Roman 
names. Yet, it might be a name as well as 
JUaximus — We have Littles in our country, as 
well as Mickles. Had there been another name 
besides the M. for Marcus, it might possibly have 
been read as an adjective — ^^ the heasi of the 
soldiers," &c., which would have made the sol* 
dier and his altar agree pretty well in size. Had 
^e penult letter of the second line been a P, the 
reading might have been ^^ M. Minutius nigiier 
miles," &c. but it appears to be a D in the 
drawing. 

^' If I recollect right, you supposed Snher to 
denote an office^ , but I rather consider it a mis- 
take for SUPER, B. and P. being often interchanged 
in inscriptions. 

<^ Of the reading which I have given of the 
first line, I have scarcely any doubt. Nothing 
was more common than to vote altars, to the 
mothers and wives of emperors, and other such 
home-made deities. Antoninus was a name so 
common among the emperors, that we need not 
wonder to find only the initial A. Whether this 
was the emperor to whom the name Antoninus 

* Perhaps the o£Eice of Under Paymaster^ 
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l^tW is now restricted, or whether it might bd 
VaracaUa (who, by the bye, had no good claim 
to the epithet PiusJ or some other emperor, I 
will not venture to determine*" 

The foregoing explanation having been showA 
to R. Surtees, esquire, the Durham antiquary 
and historian, that gentleman e:<pres8ed much 
doubt as to the reading of unus db militibus, 
supposing the name of M» Minutius is followed 
by his third name, which every Roman possessed, 
as Cains Julius dBsar^ &c., or else by his 
style of oflSce ; as it might be Tribune Standard 
Bearer, &c^ The same gentleman doubted the 
reading of suber^ he having never seen B sub- 
stituted for P, in any Roman inscription; and 
remarked, that if it would allow to be read sub tr 
it might be tran^kted Sub Tribune of the Sixth 
Legion» 

Such was the information the author had col« 
lected, without being able to ascertain where this 
altar was originally found ; when he accidentally 
met with a description of it in Gough's Camden's 
Britannia. That writer informs us it was found 
hi Micklegate, by workmen when digging a drain 
in the middle of the street. He says that in 1785, 
he could not hear any thing of the altar ; but 
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that a drawitig of it h^d been coDammiiGfted to 
the society of antiqiiariei^, ^nd (hat Ikfr. Prake 
feai| tbi^ inscriptjpQ 99 follows : 

Matribus Ailta Gen to 

Karciis Minutius Aude 

Miles legiuuU Y(. Yictricis 

Gubernator legionis YL 

Votuni solvit lubens merito. 

In the same work is also the following remark 
on the subject : ^^ Mr. Hill^ in the Gentleman's 
Magazine of 1T53, page 269, dedicated it to the 
same deities. Some observations on it by Mr. 
Ward, inserted in the Society's Register^ do not 
now appear ; but Mr^ P^gge, from a copy in the 
Gentleman's Magazine of I7i2y page 402, read it 

Marti iETolicp AFro ITAlico GAUico 
^ Marcus MINVtius MVREna 
MILes LEGIouis VI» VICtricis 
GVBERnatori LEGionis Vl«^ 
Votum Solvit Lubentissime Merito. 

7he opinions of those several gentlemen baTiog 
now been given, with an accurate representation 
of the inscription, taken immediately from the 
altar ; the reader wiU himself judge as to the 
•prrectness of ^aph. 
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l^evcral other antique remains were found 
along with thia altar, about eight or ten feet deep 
in the earth. The workmen met with two o? 
three firm parementi of pebble, one below ano- 
ther, beneath which were aeveral fragments of 
beautiful red glazed pater»» adorned with figures 
of birds, dogs, vines, &c. ; and on one of them was 
inscribed ianyf; there were also several altars^ 
one not above eight inches high, with .a cavity on 
the top, but without any inscription. A small 
curious earthen lamp was found near them, and 
some Boman coins of Constantino the great. 

On Monday, the 19th of June, 1802, as work* 
men were digging for the foundations of the 
New Gaoly near the seite of the Old Baile Hill> 
about one hundred silver pennies pf William the 
Conqueror were found, in good preservation. On 
some of them was represented the side face oC 
that monarch, and on others his full face, with a 
canopy over the head — ^styled a canopy type; 
which mark of distinction renders the coin more 
valuable from the scarcity of those so distin* 
guished. They are supposed to have been 
struck at York, from the circumstance of the 
word Eeorwickf being on the reverse ; and may 
probably have lain in the ground nearly eight 
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hundred yeftrs ; for the O)nqueror besieged Ydrk 
in 1070, and the city surrendered to him after 
a defence of sit months^ 

At the time the coins were found , and near 
the same place, were discovered one or two gold 
ornaments, anciently worn on the breast as gorgets. 
According to Leland's description of York, a 
castle undoubtedly stood here formerly, and the 
discovery of those coins and ornaments near the 
scite, was considered as a strong confirmation of 
Leland's authority. • 

The most venerable sepulchral remains which 
York has prei^ented to the antiquary, for many 
years, were discovered in September, 1804, by 
workmen when digging a large drain iji the 
Minster- Yard, from the south to the west end of 
the cathedral. Near the surface of the earth, 
were found great numbers of skulls, with the 
teeth perfect, and also other human bones. 
Descending further^ to the depth of about four 
feet, they met with two stone coffins, similar to 
what are generally found, each having been hol^ 
lowed out of solid stone, and with lids as usual ; 
but these not preventing the progress of . the 
drain^ they were left in the ground undisturbed. 
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The sepulchral antiquities to which we have 
alluded^ were still lower in the earthy about six 
or seven feet from the surface^ They consisted 
of a number of coffins, widely different from those 
jiist described ; each formed of stones, such as are 
brought from a quarry, near Malton. The stones 
were neither cemented nor otherwise fastened^ 
but were loosely placed together^ ten or eleven 
in number. The coffins were ranged by the side 
of each other ; with the feet nearly in the di- 
rection of south east, and were of very peculiar 
construction, being exactly in form and cli*^ 
mensions^ as represented below. 




Each coffin was covered with' a rough flag 
stone, four inches thick ; under which, when re- 
moved, skeletons were found; but they were 
laid on the bare earth, as there were not any 
bottoms to the coffins. The situation being wet^ 
and the ground completely saturated^ some of 
the coffins contained a quantity of clear ^ater^ 

S3 



Digitized by 



Google 



37§ HIBTOltT OF THB 

through which the skeletons af^eared entire^ 
though extremely black; but when the water 
was reiBOved^ and the skeletons were exposed ta 
the air> they crumbled into dust. 

The singular form of these coffins, the rough 
manner in which they were built, and the depth 
at which they were found in the earth, combine 
to prove their great anticjuity ; and to eontim 
a belief that they are vestiges, not merely of 
Saxon or Roman times, but of earlier days, wh»i 
the island of Britain was unknown to those 
people: when the rude race of it's aborigines 
were guided by little more than the mere impulse 
of nature ; which, as it ever prompts the mind 
to venerate departed friends, might cause them 
to surround their mortal remains, with all the 
care that affection could excite, or uncultivated 
ingenuity accomplish. 

In looking over Gough's Account o^ Sepulchral 
Monuments y the author of this work found the 
following remarks, which considerably strength-^ 
ened his opinion on the subject. 

^^ Mr. Thoresby tells us there was digged up ia 
the Roman burying ground at York, a sort of 
eoffiuy made of clay — I have by me, says be,, 
part of THE BOTTOM;, whicb, for the convenience 
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t( hoMngj t pr^sum^y MtiA dividtfd \tit6 s<^t^ral 
mich ^ris, Tkb h 6*nf ire, as first motilded by 
tfa« RbmariSy ik fourteefi inches ant! a balf long» 
Imd alftidit eleten bfofeid a< the narrow ett(^y and 
ttigb twelte dtid a half at the broade^" &c. tie 
addsy fhftt there ivere }ii his ^^Maseum, fragments 
als6 of sQch a coffin^ found dt BtirgodAnum. All 
which seeta to shotr that at first the stofie coffini 
both among the Britons and RirtnUMy .tonsit^ted 
of ii nuAiber of partd> aifd that the cuttmg then! 
out of a single block was 6 later inipWrein^nf ." 

Those brick colSai^ had bottoms to' then^y afnd 
th^reibre though very ancieiit ih^ntaelye^^ fhejr 
were certainly an improvemeilt ofn the fnd^ 
stoM'buiH coffins of which we have spoken. 
When we consider also' thte variety of sepdichral 
antiquities found in the Minuter- Yard at YoVk^ 
one higher tha* another^ cWre^pondiftg #ith th* 
differerit ages of improvement, little doubt caA 
be entertain^ of those rudely formed stoM 
<Boffins> containing the rema^msi of sbfoe ^ ovtt 
aboriginal British ancestors* 

from the great fiiittqaMy of Mttk c^ns, ihef 
are tery r*rely *« whhy p«rtieularly firi<h the 
recess fyt tfie head, a» beitaf exMbtted.- €r6ti^h» 
however^ mentions three which were found at 
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Cbriistclmrcfa^ in HaiqpBhire, ip 1771^ which he^jf 
8oine resemblance in every pther respect* ^^ 
describing them, he says ; ^^ They are compose4 
pot of ope block, formed by excavation, as stop^ 
coffins often and very ppciently were; but of 
various, not fewer than tep or eleven pieces^ and 
there does not appear to have been any stone up-p 
demeath, for the body interred to lie upon." 

Describing events which hiive transpired in York, 
in their regular suc^ssiop, we must now turn from 
the discovery of tombs of long past ages, tp scenei 
which have arisen in our own timet In the race- 
week of August, 180^, the city of York was 
gratified by the presence of the Bight Hon. John 
pari St, Vincent, whose great talents and courage, 
displayed in the service of his country, have ex- 
cited general admiration, The corporate body 
pccordipgly determined to present his lordship 
with the freedopi of this city, ip p box of ^^ Heart 
qf Oak.^^ With this intention, the lord mayor, 
pnd othef^ prippipal piepibers of the corporatioPf 
waited on the earl, pt the deapery^ about eight 
o'clock on Wedpesday ev«ping, August 21st | 
and St W« NicoU, esquire, one of the city counpi]| 
pre8eptc4 it with an appropriate address^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



. CITY OF TomK. S81 

His lordship received it very politely, ex- 
pressed himself highly gratified with the houor, 
und immediately took the usual oaths. 

On Sloaday, the 17th of August, 1JS07, whilst 
several labourers were preparing the foundatioa 
of a house at the east end of the Mount, near 
Micklegate-Bar, they broke into a Roman Vatdt^ 
in which was a stone coflBn, containing a skeleton^ 
lachrymatory, &Ct ; but as this antique sepulchre 
is preserved for the inspection of the curious, it 
will be found mpre fully described under a dis^ 
tinet head, in that part of this work, intended 
as the *^ Stranger^ fi Gvid^^ to objects yet ex- 
hibited in York, 

In the month of December, the same year,and in 
January, 1908, some workmen who were engaged 
in laying out and planting a piece of ground^ 
on the summit of the Mount just mentioned, 
found a small Roman lamp, of red clay or potter^a 
earth. It was about two ini^hes in length, and 
about one in breadth-^hollow within for the oil, 
and had a cavity for the voicky at one end, and a 
small handle at the other. There were also found, 
on the same occasion, six large Boman urns, and 
;two smaller ones; also a large Brass Filmi4B, 
father of a triangular shape.. They are all in the 
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possession of V • Beilby, esquire^ the present owner 
of the pkntation and adjoining premises; who 
favored the author with a sight of the articles^ 
and furnished him with these particulars of their 
discovery. 

The Mount was oertahily one of the places of 
interment used by the Romans; and all those 
antiquities are clearly Roman vestiges^ bat it is a 
rery natural question to arise^ why a bimp should 
be found amongst sepulchres. Nothing was more 
common than for the Greeks and Romans to burn 
lamps in honor of the dead — the Pagans and 
^ews, as well as the Gjreeks and Romans^ had 
their sacred fires and lamps ; and though this is 
considerably smaller than usual, yet it might have 
been used for the same purpose ; or deposited^ 
as a token of affection, to the memory of som^ 
dear departed friend or relative. 

Richard of Cirencester infSorms us, in speaking 
of the funerals of the Britons, that all things which 
they pri^d during life, even arms, animals, &c.^ 
were thrown into the pile or grave of the de« 
4!eased. Indeed, this was practised by most of 
the ancient nations ; and therefore, a lamp, as 
w^l as any other favoaritc iftemil, might be 
fonml in a Romtn sepulchre. 
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The urns were of the common sotiy made with 
a mixture of sand and clay^ some of a bluitlt grey^ 
and others of a red coloor^ dnd when found, did 
not contain any thing more than mere dust. The 
teason why some are larger than oitfaersiy may be 
assigned in the words of a celebrated writer on 
antiquities: '^ The urns nsed by the vulgar^wMe 
generally of a larger sort^ becaase the bonesj^ 
not being perfectly bnrnt^ took up a larger i^^ace; 
besides^ the same am often served^ amongst tha 
poor^ for both husband and wifc^ or sometime* 
for a whole family." 

We next come to speak of the Fibmhp. Thi* 
was a sort of buckle or elasp^ used by the Greeks 
and Romans to fasten their vestments. Men and 
women also, wore tbem in their hair and at tbeJr 
shoes; hence they were of yarious sizes and 
shapes* This Fibuhp, appears by it's size^ to 
have been used to fasten the cloak of a Soman 
soldier ; and if we but recollect that the Mount 
is believed to have been an ont-wdrk or forti-* 
ik»tion to the city, a» well as a place of inter* 
ment^ we can readily conceive that this may have 
belonged to some ancient warrior^ stationed there 
with others, probably when Eboracum was at thd 
summit of it's grandeur, to protect the principa} 
eptrance to the seat of imperistl authority. 



Digitized by 



Google 



284 History of this 

At the Asdizes held at York^ in March^ 1809, 
a case occurred^ which as it exhibited the extra- 
ordinary credulity of mankind, and excited con- 
siderable attention both in the city and county, 
may with some degree of propriety be noticed 
here. A woman, who had previously lived in 
York as a servant, but had left it in disgrace 
charged with a petty theft, and retired to Leeds, 
where she married, was apprehended for the 
most dreadful crime that can possibly d^rade 
humanity. 

Maky Batbman, for that was the name of 
this woman, long practised in Leeds the arts 
of Witchcraft; and in the broad glare of li- 
terary effulgence, in the mid-day of religions 
dissemination, and in the very age of mental 
activity, bad deluded numberless individuals, and 
defrauded them of their property, under the false 
pretence of gratifying their curiosity or accom- 
plishing their wishes, by her knowledge and 
correspondence with the world of spirits, and 
with the events of futurity^ Here, however, she 
did not stop, for in order to prevent detection of 
fraud, the yet more heinous crime of murder 
ensued. The mouths of many, there is every 
reason to believe, when likely to develope her 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITY OP VOAlt. 284 

system of depravity, were closed for ever by ihe 
poisonous cup^ presented apparently by the hand 
of friendship, as a means of enabling her to ac* 
complish her supernatural engagements. For 
one of those acts she was committed to York 
(»stle, tried, found guilty, and, on Monday the 
twentieth of March, the Yorkshire Witch^ as 
she was at the time termed, suffered at the New 
Drop, behind the castle. The concourse of 
spectators was unprecedently great; and such 
was the infatuation of her ignorant jdupes, that 
many are said to have entertained an idea, that 
even under the hands of the executioner, she 
would, by supernatural power, evade the punish* 
meut due to the offended laws of God and her 
country. ' 

Upon such (if such there were) her exit must 
have a very powerful effect. Still curiosity was 
not fully gratified — to view the lifeless remains of 
one who had through life performed so tragic a 
part, was anxiously desired. The hearse did not 
reach Leeds till near midnight, when, strange 
to relate ! even at that hour crowds of people 
assembled, and each paid threepence for a sight of 
the body ; by which thirty pounds were raised 
Cor the benefit of the General Infirmary, This 
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cave indeed exhibits a dreadful imiapee of the 
depravity of human nature, anc} a lamentable 
proof of the dark delusion under which many of 
our countrymen still labour^ even in this ent of 
literary attainment and intellectual light* 

If any crime can warrant human laws to take 
away the life of a fellow-being, surely her's was 
forfeited by a mass of accumulated guilt ; yet 
bow awful is the consideration of plunging such 
a soul precipitately into an unchangeable state of 
existence ! In the enlightened age on which her 
dark crimes hfive cast a gloomy spot ; is it not 
bigh time for the subject to obtain a fair con* 
sideration 9nd discussion ? Would not a solitary 
abode, beyond the reach of any means, that could 
drown the voice of conviction, be more terribly 
than death itself? To the offender, it would cer- 
tainly be a greater and a more lasting punishi- 
ment ; unless the aim be to consign to eternal 
misery, (dreadful thought!) whilst it also affords 
the highest probability, of an opportunity, by re- 
pentance, of the culprit averting, through diving 
grace, the anger of an offended Deity. 

The 35th of October, 1809, being the day oa 
which George the third, then seventy* one years 
of pge, enter^ the fiftieth year qf his reigp^ It 
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was celebrated throughout the country as a day 
of Jubilee. Previous io it's arrival, the lord 
oiayor and corporation of York assembled, and 
highly to their credit, resolved that to relieve the 
poor and distressed is always more commendable, 
than to expend money in wasteful and unmeaning 
illuminations ; and therefore, that it would be 
more advisable to enter into a general sub«> 
acription for the relief of the indigent^ than to 
exhibit public satisfaction in any other way.~. 
Accordingly, the corporation opened a sub« 
scription by giving £50, and the proposal meet* 
ing with general approbation, among the generous 
citizens, £500 were soon subscribed, and after- 
wards increased to a much larger sum. 

Public breakfasts were also prepared, and 
all the members of the corporation, in a body^ 
attended divine service at the cathedral; after 
which, a general meeting was held at the Guild- 
hall, and an address was prepared, and voted to 
the king on the occasion. The commoners of each 
ward had a public dinner, the soldiers at the 
barracks fired a/eti dejoie, and illuminated theit 
apartments; sixty- four debtors in the castle were 
treated by the archbishop, with beef, bread, ale, 
aad coals — ^the felons also shared in the festivity; 
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a partial illumination in the city took plac^, UMtiy 
private treats were giTen> and to conclude the 
ivhole, there was an elegant display of beauty in 
the Assembly-Rooms, joining in the sprightly 
dance. Thus every one seemed to participate in 
the pleasure; and harmony and good humour 
generally prevailed } a striking proof of the aU 
tachment of the citizens of York to their aged 
sovereign, even amidst the trying vicissitudes of 
his unfortunate reign. 

In March, 1813, two Romnn stone coffiits 
were dug up in a field without Bootham-Bar, 
near the scite where David Russell, esq. has 
lately erected himself a commodious residence. 
They each contained a skeleton entire, with the 
teeth completely perfect ; and the coffins, which 
were unusually large, were of thick light co« 
loured grit. One sid^ of each coffin had been 
carved and pannelled, but the other appears 
quite plain-^the carved sides were placed against 
one another when found. Each coffin was covered 
with a lid, curiously made in the form of the 
roof of a modern dwelling-house, sloping both 
ways ; with small uniform projections on th^ north 
side, but hewn fiat on the south. They wer€ 
immediately removed ijrom the field, by per^ 
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mission of the owner^ and after their antique ap- 
pearance had been in some degree defaced, by 
methods adopted to cleanse and beautify, they 
were deposited in the cathedral, amongst other 
iiepulchral antiqnities, as objects of interest to the 
stranger. 

That sach remains should be found without 
Bootham«Bar, we cannot wonder ; it is rather a 
matter of surprise that so few have yet been dis* 
covered there ; for the Romans certainly had their 
burying places without the two principal bars^ 
Micklegate and Bootham. Of this. Dr. Gale is so 
convinced, that he says the very name^ JSootham^ 
is from the British word boeth, to burn; from 
which he concludes that the principal scene of 
funeral pUes, was without this bar; but more 
will be offered on the subject under it's proper 
head. 

On tl)e 20tfa of May, the same year, as some men 
were digging for gravel near Middlethorpe, not 
far from York, in an inclosure called *^ Mr^ 
Barlow's York Field,'' about fifty feet from the 
hedge, near the side of the high road, and almost 
in a line with Fulford church, they found two 
stone coffins, seven feet in length, three feet wide^ 
Que foot and a half in depth> and six inches thicjc 
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at the bottom* Withia e&ch was a human ske* 
leton^ and a tmall quantity of limei 

They are at present in the possession of R. 
Simpson^ esq. of Middletborpe, who flivoured 
the writer with the dimensions^ ^c. of each ; and 
observed to him^ that one of the individuals 
whose remains were thus founds had in all pro- 
bability . been beheaded, as the skull laid on 
the chest of the skeleton^ when the coffin was 
opened. 

This circumstance gave rlse^ at the time they 
were discovered, to a rumour that the remains 
of archbishop Scroope, who was treacherously 
seized, in 1405, and beheaded in a field between 
York and Bishopthorpe, as mentioned in page 
107, had been here interred. Under this ideai 
crowds of people, for several days, repaired from 
York and the neighbouring villages, to see the 
supposed venerable remains of that injured 
prelate. 

Drake positively declares he was interred in 
the cathedral, and it is at least probable that 
those skeletons might be the relics of earlier times. 
The Romans generally interred their dead, after 
the introduction of Christianity, without the city. 
In compliance with their law of the twelve. tables^ 
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ibe places for interment were either in fields or 
gardens^ usually near the high-way, to remind 
passengers of their mortality. Vestal virgin^ 
irere, however, buried in the city ; and, some-* 
times, illustrious men« The right of making a 
Sepulchre for himself within the pomcerium^f 
was decreed to Julius Caesar, as a singular pri* 
vilege. 

Their ehoice of some open place for burials^ 
deserves imitation ; for certainly nothing can be 
more unwholesome to the living,, than to dwell 
amongst putrid eiLhalations, confined within nar- 
row streets and crowded cities. Dr. Armstrongs 
when writing on this subject^ says: 

. ** Ye whO) amid this feverish world, would west 
A body free of pains — of cares, a mind. 
Fly the rank city I Shim it^s turbid air 1 
Breathe not the chaos of eternal smoke 
And volatile corruption ! From the dead, the dying, 
Sickening, and the living world exhaled-^ 
To sully Heaven^s transparent dome 
With dun mortality!" 



* The />oiiiiertiiiii was an opetl space, within the city, 
between the houses and the city waUs, generally planted 
with apple-trees. — bedce we find it's name, alluding to 
that fruit. 
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But io return to these coffins, if we were •even 
to suppose that the spot on which they were dis- 
eoveredy was neither a Roman sepulture nor that 
of archbishop Scroope, we need be at no loss to 
account for their being deposited here^ when we 
call to remembrance the various revolutions^ 
changes^ and extraordinary events which have 
occurred in this neighbourhood^ duriug the re- 
volving years that have been treated on in the 
progress of this work. The religious recluse 
might inter far from the busy haunts of men, 
in order to. shun the eye of that worlds whose 
contaminations^ the religious principles of his 
departed brother^ had taught him carefully to 
shun through life; or the friend of some in- 
jured, or as in the case of Scroope, some mur- 
dered relative, might seek this silent, this humble 
retreat, as an asylum for the ashes of the dead 
from the persecution of the living. What may, 
with accuracy, apply to the instance under con- 
sideration, is however, and must eternally re- 
main, a matter of doubt, since the melancholy 
story connected with it, seems for ever *^ wrapt 
in the flight of ages past'* — destroyed with the 
forgotten archives of former years. 
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We bare frequently had to introduce stone 
cot&ns and other Roman sepulchral antiquities; 
but no mention hits hitherto heen made of lesse- 
latudpa^emeni^ Thoi^k feKques of Ihia natere 
have long been exhibited at Aldbroiigk> the scite 
of ancient Isurium^ yet nothing of the kind w9^ 
ever found at Yqrk^ till the month of March, 
1814. A most beautiful specimen was then dis* 
covered^ adjoining the rampart within Mickle- 
gate- Bar ; which having been cleared^ inclosetf^ 
and preserved for inspection^ will be found mor€ 
fully noticed in a subsequent part of this work. 

We are now drawing near a conclusioi!! of tlj^e 
general history of our city. The vestiges of past 
ages^ at different times discovered^ have been 
enumerated^ according to their regular suc-^ 
cession, and it only remains for the writer here 
to introduce such reliques of antiquity^ as havd 
been noticed by other historians, without f^ny 
positive account of the precise period when thejr 
were found. 

Camden is the first antiquary whose writings 
treat on the antiquities of York ; and that 
author. says, he observed in the house of one 
of the aldermen of this city, a curious sepul-> 

T3 
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<^hra} vessel, ^|tl| an inscription, as here repre^ 
iented; 



Canideii seems no^ ^o bftve known in what 
situation it was found, nor dqes h^ ptteqapt aoj 
ei^planation of the inscription. 

Dr. Gale sayai, ^e si^w i( afterwards in the yar4 
of an inp Qt Hull, where i$ had been placed to 
serve as a trough, for watering horses. He calls 
\t thec0, whi^h signifies a chest, or hol|ow vessel, 
for depositing articles in* 

Mr. Purton, in his commentary, attempted to 
explain the inscription; but Mr. Horsley, who 
saw the monument 4t Hull later than that an? 
^iquary, an4 from whose dfaught the preceding 
representation is giv^n, diflers wjth hin^ in ^h? 
reading, |Ie $ays it hftd been removed from the 
place, where Df. Git^e saw it, aud tl^at i^ was mi? 
aerably broken and defaced^ 

Drake, whp considered it as fi sepulchre mad^ 
b^ a Roman magistrate, (ejf the urns of hip^^f 
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^nd family^ saw it at Hull even after Mr. Horsley, 
but says it is now not worth removing. He 
also adds : '^ There have been some of tUese 
thecit found in the Roman burial-place^ without 
Bootham-Bar^ but no inscriptions on them : I have 
seen there likewise," says he, ^^ graves for urnsj 
square spots in the -earth, the bottom covered 
with white sand, on which the urns were placedji 
inverted, three, four, or more, together," 

Th^ iuscription may be read as follows; 

UARCV9 VEIUQCUNBUS BIOGSNES 

SJSXTUS VIR COLONICS JSBORACI 

IBIBEMUUE MORTUUS EST 

CIYIS BITX7WX CUBUM HT7NC SIBJ VIVVS FECIT 

Jl may be tran»laied ia the foUawmg purport : 
^< Marcus Yereeundus Diogenes, sixth time 
head of, or one of the six judges, in the colony at 
York, died at that place. He was a citizen of 
Bourdeaux, and made this square OT sepulchre^ 
for himself, in his life-time»" 

The size of this sepulchral vessel was con* 
siderable, being six feet long, and near three 
feet in depths It was of mill-stone grit ; and 
the inscription upon it, being the only BomaR 

T4 
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one yet founds in which the name of £&or i» 
particularly noticed^ renders it's memory doubly 
interesting. 

The next relique which deserves our attentioni 
is of Roman superstition — ^a rough gritstone^ with 
an inscription upon it, as represented beneath ; 




3f r, Thoresby, the Leeds antiquary, was living 
when this stone was found, and he sent the UA^ 
lowing account of it to the Boyal Society } 

^ The Boman monument lately dweovered at 
Yor)c, was fpiipd not fur from the Roman wall 
and multangulajr tower, which Dr. lasfier hu 
given so ciirious a descriptiqn of, This monu-' 
paent, dedicated to the geniM, or tutelar detty of 
the place, is not of the course rag, that the ge«i 
nerality of the Bqmaii altars Are, but of a 0ner 
grit,. like that at wy lord Fairfax's house m 
York. It is tw«i|ty*one Hidbes long, and eleven 
Wf^fl 9 lk(id ig inaprih»d ^wiq i«ci fjbucitm» 
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There vas a larger atone found wiih it, but with* 
out any inscription ; nor is there upon either of 
them the representation of a serpent, or a young 
visage ; by both irhich, the ancients sometime^ 
described these on topici. If the name had beea 
udded, it would have gjratified the curiosity of 
pome of our mectmc antiquaries. But they must 
yet 4icquiesce, for ought I know, in their old dti^ 
who is said to be the tutelar deity of the city of 
the BriganteSf 

^^ The author of this roti ve monument, seems to 
have had the same superstitious veneration for the 
f/emu$ qf Yorky as those at JRame had foi^ theirs^ 
whose name they were prohibited to mention or 
inquire after* Hence it is, that upon their coins, 
the nanie of this deity is never expressed, but in 
H more pcfiulur inanner by Genivh P. R*> or 
Pop. Bom." 

Drake also mentions this stone, and says it wa^ 
discovered in digging a cellar in ^^ Can]fng^ 
f <rep<," in the line of the ^oman wall. He adds> 
fhat it was immediately ^( put up in a back^yard 
wall of Mrs. Cntmpion^s hp^^e, below the Black 
Swan inn, in that street.'^ In speaking further 
on the subject, that celebrated antiquary makes 
tiie following observations ; 
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<^ The dedicatimi of this votive tablet, fof 
4dtar it's shape will not admit of^ is most cer« 
taiqly a great compliment paid to^our city ; and 
Rome itself could not have had a greater in it's 
fullest glory. It is well known that the «iper« 
stitious Romans believed a good and a bad genius 
did attend both .persons^ cities, and countries ; 
hence Virgil, at Aeneaa^s entrance into Itafy; 

^ geniumque loci pHmamqne deorum 

Tetturem, &eJ Genio Pop. Rom. in coins, k 
eomroon quite through the Pagan^ empire ; Hor 
is there wanting many instances in Qruter^ 
Camden, Manfmucon, and Horsleff, of altars^ 
and other monuments, dedicated to the genii of 
persons, places, &c. But yet I never met with 
an inscription of this sort, with so remarkable an 
adjunct Bn/eUciter to it It seems they thought 
the tutelar deity of Eboracvm was happily placed, 
by being guardian of the imperial;city of Britain, 
and gave this testimony of their veneration oi it 
Gbnio loci feliciteb fregnantij or some such 
* word, seems to be the sense of the inscription ) 
and it can hardly bear any harsher construction.'' 
In his Appendix, however, Drake observes that 
/eliciter might merely be a short prayer for a 
happy issue of the dedication of this votive tabl^ 
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io the genius of the place, as the word is some* 
times used by JuvencU in that sense, 

Camden mentions this stone, and connects it 
Yfith ^^ the Bargw9t of York.'' This idea may^ 
however^ have arisen from that author having 
seen in another work, the following paragraph ; 
^^ As the heathens had th^ir good geniiy so liker 
wise their evU ones ^re traditionally handecl 
^own to us ; by those many idle stories of local 
ghosts, which the common people do still believo 
haunt cities, (owns, and family seats, fampus foe 
their anti^juities ^nd decays. Of this sort, are 
the ^ppmltiona at Veruhm, Silchester, Re^ 
culver, and IZoeA^^l^r— the idematt of Tedworth 
—the i$laC&^i9og of Winchester— the I^Hfoot 
of Ponfrete; and tfee 3torgUC0t* of York J' 

The wajl in a y»rd in Coney-street, where 
Prake says this stone was placed, having since 
liis time be^p taken down, this curious inscription 
was removed to the Guildhall, and is now de-i 
posited there, in the chamber where the city 



* This term is evidently from the old Celtic words Bar% 
and Ghaist, which imply a naked spirit— A being purely 
spiritual, divested of every particle of gross matter. It is, 
however, generally received by the ignorant, as indicating 
9U evil genius^ vUible only in the hours of c(eirifcfie#«.. 
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reoords are kept; being still, after a lapse of 
nearly two thousand years, in Tery good pre<» 
serration. 

There is one more curious inscription which 
shall be noticed, before we conclude the general 
history. It was on a Pbdbstal, dug up within 
Micklegate-Bar ; and though passed over in the 
regular succession^ for want of a date, the writer 
has since discovered that it was found in 174d> 
being four years after Drake publish^ed his Sib^ 
fracum. Tlie inscription was 

BRITANNIAS 

SANCTJB 

P^ K1KOMEBE8 

AV6G. N. N^ 

LIBERTYS. 

Dr. Stukeley compares it with that in Horsley V 
Appendix to Scotland, No. 34, brigantiae s„ 
which Camden also thinks should be so read here. 
Mr. Roger Gale says the only instance of a pro* 
Tince deified, is that of Brtgantite S. Amandus ^ 
And in Gough's edition of Camdenj^ Mr. Drake 
}s represented as having asserted that this is the 
only instance of Britannia being deified. The 
letters AE conjoined, are very rare in the early 
times, and Mr. Gale observes that M is not for 



Digitized by 



Google 



CITY OF yoek:« 901 

the dipthongy as the Romans were unacquaiDted 
with it, but merely a nexus literarum. 

We have next to speak of the Coins which^ 
at various times^ have been found in the city of 
York and it's vicinity. They may be classed 
under the several heads of Roman^ Saxon^ 
Danish^ and English ; but to give a list of them 
mighty to the generality of our readers^ be unin- 
teresting, and would certainly tend to enlarge this 
work beyond the limits proppsed. They shall 
therefore be spoken of in general terms, com- 
mencing with the most ancient. Dr« Langwith 
sent Drake a catalogue of Roman coins, from 
Augustus down to Gratianus, 124 different sorts, 
all found in York. They are chiefly of the lower 
EMPIRE ; and amongst them, Geta's are the most 
common of any. 

A gold Crispus was found here ; it's in* 
scription, fl. ivl. crispvs nob c. — the reverse, 

PIIINCIPI IVVENTVTIS AQ. A gold COiu of CoU- 

stantius, jun., was also found in 1739, on the 
west side of York, near Ouse- Bridge, in digging 
a cellar, deep in the earth : The head was armed 
with an helmet, and the figure held a spear in 
one hand, round which was inscribed fl. ivl. 
GONSTANTiYs PER P. AVG. — Reterse, a priest and 
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briestess seated, holding a rotive tablet ^^ ^w.** 

* ' O JOLT XXX^ 

GLORIAE REIPYBLICAE^ CXergUe KONSAV"* Th6 

doin of Sererus, mentioned by Mf. Camden ai 
haviiig Col. Eboracum Leg. VI. Victrix on it, 
rests on the very uncertain authority of Goltzius. 

Gildas, the historian^ says that the JSritani 
had no coin of their own, but thfat all their gold, 
silver, and brass coins, were stamped with th^ 
image of Caf$ai*i 

The Saxons ih firitsiiij^ Hot only had coin cf 
their own, but al^o had k mint at York ; and 
many of their coins have been found with th^ 
name of this city upori them. The greatest cu*^ 
riosity tfmong them was a cdin of Edwin the 
Great, beirig the rarest and the most ancient, 
consequently the nmst valued by connoisseursr. 
Danish coin have also been found, at variouil 
times; and when we com6 to s^eak of the 
English, it is merely requisite to say that nu-^ 
merous ttiints have been erected at York, as 
mentioned in the preceding pages, and that coins 
of every reign have in succession been disco- 
vered, amongst the vestiges of revolving years'^ 
and the wreck of desolating time *# 



* One of the articles of impcachmeDt agdinsb Cardinal 
WoUey^ contained tlie following charge rcflatit^ to the 
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Seals and Medals, in great variety, some of 
yery ancient date^ have likewise been here col« 
lected, by gentlemen of antiquarian research* 
One of the former was found so lately as in the 
summer of 1816, by workmen whilst digging in 
Fryars^ Gardens^ in Tanner- Row, on the very 
site of ^^ The monastery of the Fryars Preachers i^^ 
or Begging Fryars : which scite was granted to 
this religious sect by Henry the third. The seal 
alluded to has nothing particularly striking about 
it; but is in very high preservation, as. here re- 
presented : 



It is purely of brass, about the thickness of a 
half-crown, and at one end of it is a small flat 

silver coinage at York, in the reign of tlenry VllI :— 
^ Also the said Lord Cardinal, of his further pompous 
WikA presumptuous mind^ hath enterpri^ed to join and im- 
print the CardinaPs hat under your arms in your coin of 
groats made at your city of York ; which like deed hath 
not hsen Seen to be done by any subject before within 
your realm this time.^^ 
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l^rotiiiberanM, with a hole through it^ as thotigh 
it had been hung to a watch chain. The in« 
scription is le sbei. « ibhan . lb crob 'f* and in 
the centre is a sti^^ The general conjecture is^ 
that this seal belonged Uy one of the superiors 
at the monastery^ and we think it highly pro* 
bable. It is now in the possession of Mesar^* 
T. and J« Backhouse, very extensive and re« 
spectable nursery*men> who occupy the gardens 
where it was found, and who politely lent the 
seal to the writer* 

In the same gardens stands an old fiomaa 
stone coffiu, dug up in the neighbourhood, some 
time ago ; and indeed most of ^e gardens and 
old walls in, and near the city, contain desolated 
and mouldering remnantii^ of Roman and early 
British times. 

Having described every past event of interest 
connected with the History of York, it now only 
remains for us to notice those several objects 
which still present themselves to the eye of the 
observer ; whether they are adorned by modern 
symmetry and beauty, or invite attention by 
the more venerable, more affectii^, appearance 
of mouhlering greatnj^ss and faded grandeur; 
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It we fake a retrospect of the general evetitii 
which have been narrated. We may be ready t<^ 
combine effects with causes ; and when heaving a 
sigh over the accumulated misery which has been 
detailed, we cannot but observe that the horrors 
of war have been the effects of pride and am>* 
bitioik — ^that religious persecution has arisen from 
a bigotted or avaricious spirit ; and that, whilst 
all the pleAsiog scenes which are presented in 
the pages of history, have been produced by the 
exercise of more virtuous feelings, the calamitous 
events> generally speaking, have resulted from 
ill- regulated desires and implroper piirsuits.^^ 
That such should have been the case in the 
earlier ages^ before the petice^ul doctrine of 
Christianity was known amongst men, is not sur* 
prising; but that the religion of the Redeemer 
should have had so little effect in later times^ 
is certainly a lamentable consideration^ 

Hence we learn, that while man is ready to 
arraign the wisdom of his Creator in the eco-* 
taoroy of earthly affairs, the great evil rests with 
himself* It is true that the virtuous are often 
neglected — that genius is often ^^ bom to blush 
unseen;^' but, in the neglected retreat of the wise 
and virtuous, we should also remember, there i» 

V 
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>RP exemption Atqvi the attarei aad teolptations 
^ a^ore active life. There the aopl, free from 
4he deapiGaUe teoptuoiely of the proud aiid the 
4i^raceful ^^siff^M of the wicked^ niay punue 
the eren t^wpr of tt'« way, and store itself witti 
ihose qifiil|Q<^iwis whieh will fit it fm celeitial 
-e^i^jmi^ m t))e peaceful tpaowHia of wiBor- 

Compared with this, what are the possessioiMk 
of a cfmqiieror--^the greatness of a monarch — or 
the iplendour of a crown ! Instead of promoting 
the end of our beings the glory of the Most High» 
and the welfare of our feUow*men, they are^ 
{instructive lessoq !) but toaoften so many strong 
incentives to that pride, arrogance, and usurpa- 
tion, which cause the devastations we deplore--^ 
which destroy the comforts of both public and 
domestic life } and, the indulgence of which, in 
the common course of nature, fits the human 
mind, not for that peace and comfort which hope 
ever pursues with avidity, but for a miserable ai$- 
sociation with congenial spirits, in the everlasting 
abodes of wretchedness and pain* 
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SECTION nil. 

Oo^emmehi of the Cihfj including a JUit of Lord 
Attyor$ rnnd Sheriffg — Accomnt of the CowrU of 
Law held m York-^lteicnption of the Cihi A rmo • 
Ancient Cueiome. 



Haying now completed the ^' Hiatory oC 
York" from the etrliest ngen to the present 
period ; it is requisite that some notice should be 
taken of it's goYemment. The reader has beea 
informed^ that Eboracum was once the illttstrious 
seat of the Roman emperors ; he has seen the 
dignity and splendour of imperial Rome and 
it's superior lustre, for a time, ennoble our 
city; he may therefore naturally and correctly 
conclude, that under so warlike and pc^hed a 
people, Eboracum was governed unitedly^ by a 
civil and military power, the same as the parent 
city of those c<Miquerors of the earth. 

After the departure of the Romans, various 
modes of government were adopted peculiar^ 
the people who^ in succession, conquered and 
ruled the country, a» recorded in the preceding 

V2 



Digitized by 



Google 



a08 tttSTORT OF THIS 

pages. We shall therefore not trouble the reader 
with repetition on this subject^ but immediately 
describe the presebt mode oi^ governments which is 
by a lord mayor^ a recorder, two city counsellors, 
twelve aldermen, two sheriffs, seventy-two com- 
mon-councilmen,and six chamberlains; including 
such other citizens, as* after serving the office of 
sheriff, become members of the privy council, 
and, under the title of the twenty 'four ^ compose 
a part of the upper house. 

The office of Lord Mayor of York is a very 
honorable and important station, he being sur- 
passed in rank and power by none, within his 
own jurisdiction, but the sovereign himself^ or 
the presumptive heir to the British crown. Even 
the judge of assize in the courts of justice, sits at 
his right hand^ whilst he occupies the chair ; and 
at the sessions of the peace he is supreme. 

Prior to the honorable title of lord being con* 
ferred on the mayor of York, we find the office 
was occupied by one individual for several years. 
This is confirmed by the circumstance of Ni- 
cholas Langton having been elected mayor of 
'York, in the year 1342, for the seventeenth time. 
^ At present this chief magistrate is annually 
W^ho^en, from amongst the aldermen who have not 
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twice served the office^ or hare not performed it's 
duties within six years. On the 15th of January 
evefy year^ except when it falls on a Sunday, the 
several members of the corporate body assemble 
at the Guildhall ; and the common councilmen 
present to the upper house^ a list of three of the 
most eligible aldermen, from which one is chosen. 

On the third of the following month, the pre* 
ceding lord mayor resigns bis power^ and the 
lord elect takes the necessary oaths, and enters 
upon his office ; a formal procession being gene-* 
rally made of the whole corporate bofly, with their 
subordinate officers, music, Ac, through several 
streets of the city. Should his lordship die or be re« 
moved during his mayoralty^ a successor is chosen 
in the same manner as at the annuaL election; 
and should he have to leave the city for any 
short period, whilst in office^ be must sub* 
stitute one of the aldermen as his deputy, who 
will possess the same power as himself, except in 
signing notes for money, during the lord mayor's 
absence. Tf his lordship be married, his wife 
shares in his honors, and is dignified with the 
title of, ^^ The lady mayoress.'^ 

The persons who are by custom appointed to 
live and diet at the mansion- bouse, are achaplaiuj 

V9 
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ihe towiiHrderky with bis ienrant, two esqmreg^ 
Tix.9 the sword and laaee bettrers, four officers at 
mace, (formerly sixO ^ porter^a oook^and a baker, 
with tbeir assistaata. 8uchaQ establisbment in* 
eoni a considerable expense on tbe lord mayor ; an 
annual salary is therefore attached to this high 
office^ which in 1681 was fifty pounds— in 17769 
it had been advanced <4> five hundred pounds — 
and a few ^ears ago^ il's amount was eight bun* 
ilred and forty. The pecuniary a^iirs of th^ 
^rporation have* however, lately been not quite 
to flourishing as they were, and several gentlemen 
therefore have served the office without any sa« 
lary $ eonse(|uen|ly» the expepses have been curr 
tailed, aecor«(ing to the pleasure of the chief 
magistrate for the time being. 

The next in dignky to the lord mayor, are the 
two SraaiFFs of the city, who are annually 
ebosen op the twenty-first of September, in lieu 
of the three bailiflb formerly appointed, and in 
the saw^ manner as the lord mayor. The sfaerifii 
have a double function, ministerial and judiciaU 
By the tfrst, they execute and make returns of 
all processes and precepts of the courts of law ; 
and by the latter, they have authority to hol<l 
f^yerftl o^ur^ pf a distinct nature. They coUeef 
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•11 poblie profits^ costMos^ and taxes^ of file eity 
and county of the same, and have tRe csbalrge ef 
fill prisoners for debt and misdenleanora. Tkdy 
have authority ^Q tiew and iilspect all weights 
^od measures; tp yisit the parkeAiy amf ride tho 
fairs ; and they are answeynble tof the king^s^ ex« 
chequer for al} issues amd profits^ iirMng fram the 
eflfee. Every gept)eiii9ii pb<>seii $;■ sherHT^ mnet 
perform the duiiea of the ottke^ of p^y to the eofd 
poration the fine of one ))iii|dved gfiineaa. Aboa| 
a month aft^r the sheriflT l^ pleftted, ^e takes aif 
oath of secrecy in the cQunpj) phc^mbef, and' i« 
then admitted one of the priyy pptincil^ in the 
presence of the lord mayor^ aldermpp, f ecprder^ 
and the rest of the epunciL Aftef whiphj^ they 
all drink wine together out of a htr^e bawl<| fcept 
for the occasion. 

It is customary fpr the sfaeriflfa> or their de«» 
puties, kloxtg with spme of the inferior officers of 
^he corporation^ sopn after the former are chosen^ 
to ride with white wapds in their hands, into the 
yard of the Priory of the Trinity, in |if jcklegatet 
and read a proclamiition ; alsp to read the same 
at the corners of the streets on the west side of 
Ouse- Bridge, at the corner of Castl^pate and Ouse« 
^te, of Cooeystreet and Stonegate, opposite the 

U4 
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CpmoiQq-Hall, and at the south gate to the 
IKipster ; at the tower in Marygate, and in most 
Qf the principal streets. 

This ceremony formerly exhibited a very grand 
procession, with sergeants at mace, musicians, a 
large concourse of country gentlemen, and others ; 
but the pustom now presents so little of it's 
former parade and consequence, that it attracts 
scarcely any attention. The following is a copy 
of the proclamation formerly read, though a 
trifling abridgment of it is^ at present, considered 
mflicieat) 

lg)rocIamattent 

^ O ! yes^ &c. We command^ in our liege lord*s lie- 
half, the king qf England, whom God save and keep» 
Aat the peace of the king be well kept and maintaine4 
within ^Is city, aqd thfi 8ubarbi( thereof, by night and by 
4ay, With all manner qf n^eii bo^ ^enUe wA ^ple, in 
pain that falls thereon. 

*^ AtsQ we command that no man w<^lk anmed within 
the city by night or by day, ei^cept the officers assigned 
for keeping the peace, on pain of foiffeiting his armour, 
and his body to prison. 

** Also we command that the bakers of the city bake 
good bread, and of good boulter, and sell after the 
assise, ^c. ; and that no balier nor no bnckstei: put tp satfl 
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iHy manner of bread, unless that it be sealed with a seal 
delivered from the sherifls. 

*' Also we command that the brewers of the city brew 
good ale, and wholesome for man's body, and sell after 
the assize, and by measure ensealed. 

^' Also that no manner of man pass out of the city by 
night or by day, to encounter any manner of victual 
coming to the city to sell, neither by water nor by land, 
to lett to coma to the market, upon pain ordained 
therefore. 

^< Also that com brought to the market be pursuand^ 
i. e. as good beneath in the sack as above, upon forfeiture 
of the sane com, and his body to prison. 

'^ Also that corn thafs once brought into the market to 
«^U, be not led out of the market for to keep from market- 
day to market-day, without licence of the sheriff, or his 
deputies, upon pain that falls thereupon. 

^ Also we command that no manner of man yfvJk in 
the city nojr in the suburbs by night, without light before 
him, ir e. from ^atfCflt to Michaelmas after ten of the 
clock, and from Michaelmas to )^a0Cl)e after nine of tha 
dock. 

<< Also we command that no ostler harbour any strange 
man no longer than a plgbt and a day, unless he do the 
riierifis to witt, and if he do the contrary, he ^all answer 
for his deeds. 

'^ Also we command that no foreign victualler bring 
any victuals to the city for to sell, whether that it be flesh, 
or fish, or poultry, that he bring it to the market-stead 
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Kmitled therefore in the city, asd not seH it ef it 
there, upon pain that fall9 thereiipMi* 

*^ Also we eommand that the ^iiea im)4 streets of the 
city be cleaiised of all nanner of Buiaanoe, i. e^ of stoeka, 
of stonesj of middings, and of all ^planner of filthy on tho 
pain that falla thereon. 

'^ Also we command that no mao^r of mea ma^e nq 
ioftuf^ection, congregation or assembly, within the city ot 
ailbnrba, in diaturbance of the peape ; nor in letting off 
the execi^tion of the common law, upon pain of punish* 
pient, and all that he may forfeit to the Un^. 

*^ Ako that no common wowMm walt^ i|i the street 
without a nfji'k^ on her head, ai|d a wamd m het 
ban^.'' 



A Prothonotary is appointed by tbe whole cor- 
|ioratipn ; to attend the sheriffs' courts, enrol the 
proceediiig«, take care of the records^, upd see 
that the d^ci«ipns of those courts are carried into 
effect. The situation, which ia at present heki 
by John Seymour^ ^fquire, of this city, is oik of 
considerable trustj ai^d cpntiniies during the life 
of the possessor* 

As ft list of tho9e w\k| hiive served the two 
most important offices in th^ government of tbe 
city, may be interesting, it ii^ finnexed, com- 
mencing with the <:hief magii^trat^s from the 
origin of the title of lord mayor; iind, with the 
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officers next in importance, from the clilinge oC 
three bqil^s to ttpp iiheriff$—1)^ formejr in the 
jear 1399— the latter in 1397. 

^O^p MAYORS and S^BRIFF^ 
OF YORK. 



1369 Wmkm ae ^^ (3d ti|iie)>-^ jwoftf, 

1390 Thamap Smith, 

1391 Thonui^ Smith (9d tim^} 
1398 Robert Sarage (8d time) 

1393 Robert Satb^b (3d time)>ir«finac«, 

1394 Thomas de Stayvelay, 

1395 William Hehnriejr. 

1396 Thonuii Stayrday (9d time.) 

herd Mayers. Sheriffs, 

}397 ^ WiDiam frost, iOMght John Moreton^ Thomas Howden^ 

1398 Thomas Qaie William Selby, John Hewyke. 

1399 Robert Talke^i Robert Howome^ Wm. Scawsby. 

1400 Sir W. Frost, knt (2d time) Thos. Doncaster, J. Bamacastle. 

1401 ;. (3d time) John Wranby, Edwd. Cottsbrook. 

140« (4th time) WiUiam Bowes, WiQiam de Lee. 

^403 (5thtime) Adam Bridge, Thomas Santon. 

1404 c (6th time) Ridiard Howe> Henry Preston. 

1405 John del Bank John de Bedale, Joseph Wythen. 

1406 Sir W. FiDSt, knt (7th time) Robert Kirkby, John Usebum. 

1407 Henry Wyman Thomas Hasle, William Maiston. 

1408 (9d time) John Moreton, Robert Gare. 

)409 .«.•.. (3d tin^) John Northhy, Robert ddGare^ 
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hard Mayors. 

1410 John Bolton 

1411 John Creven 

1418 Robert Howam, merchant 

1415 Nich. Blackburn, mertMni 
1414 Thomas de Santon 

141^ WilHam Ahie, merchoad 

1416 John }<^orthby, merchant 

1417 Williaii^ fiowea, mtrehant 

1418 John do Moreton 

1419 John de Bedale 

1420 Thomas del Gasa 

1431 Richard Rusael, ivmAtfii^ 

1422 Henry Preston 

1423 Thos. Esingwald^mmrAoiif 

1424 Thos. Braoebrigg:, merchant 

1425 Wm. Qnnsheved, mtrdumt 

1426 Peter Buckcy 

1427 J. Aldestanmoor^ merchant 

1428 William Bowes (2d time) 

1429 X.B]«ckbume^aen.(2dtime) 

1430 Richard Russel, (2d time) 

1431 Johp Bolton, merchant 

1432 Thomas St^Tr^ai, peufterer 

1433 Wm. Ormahered, (2d time) 

1434 Thomas Gayer 

1435 Thomas Kirkham 

1436 Richard Wartyr, merchant 

1437 William Bedale, merchant 

1438 Nich. Usflcet, merchant 

1439 Thomas Ridley, 



Sker^. 

Hiomas del Mare, Robt. Lokto»« 

Peter Buckcy, Thos. Esingwald. 

Richard Russel, John Pettyckri. 

(No Sherifi^) 

Wm. Winkbum, Godfrey SAvage» 

Wm.()nnaheTed, Richard Spencer* 

Thos. Braoebridge, Rd. Burton 

Jdm Vaughan, Ridiaid Snawden* 

Robert Yannn, John Lofthonse* 

Robert Middleton, J. Bainbriigg;. 

John Bolton, Thomas Davy 

John LilHng, Joseph Gasooigne« 

John Aldestanmoor, Thos. Aton, 

WiDiam Cravoi, Thos. Kirkham, 

John Warde, John South. 

WflHam Bedale, WaiiamGmteshed. 

Richard Lsuth, John Dodyngton. 

Thos. Broij^fl^te, Wm. Girlington. 

KIch. Blackbwpj^ Thps. del Carre. 

Thomas Gare, ^ohf Raughton. 

John Ratdiff,^ Tho^ias Cat^ck. 

Richard Wartyr, Wm. ?ellfbrd. 

William Bowes, John £singw(dd« 

Thos. Kirk, Thos. Rotherham-r; 
6b* Hiomas Rokesby, elect* 

Nich. Wyspyngton, Nich. Usflete. 

Thos. Ryddey, Robt. Ebchester. 

John Thrusk, Richard Bugden. 

Richard Shorewood, Wm. Burton. 

Nich. Blackburn, Robert Gray?— 
o^. Wm. Stockton, elect. 

William Xorthby, John Cnmr* 
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Lord Ma»fw$. Shtrifft. 

1440 Williain GirlingtMi^ draptr WOIiim Holbeck, Wm. Danby^ 

1441 Hionutt Kirke^ mercer Thomas Dalgare, Wm. Aberfordi 
1448 John Thrusk* Thoe. Cnythorae, John Turpill. 
1413 WiDuun Bowea Hern. Market^ Thomas Burton. 

1444 Richard fiudcden^ mthhaid Thomas Catterick, John Goodtxall. 

1445 Thomas Crathome William Cliife, Rd. Claybroke. 

1446 William Stockton Robert CoUiniton, Wm. Staines, 

1447 John Crosyer ThOmaii SCaw^by^ Rd. Thornton. 



* This gntlaaan vis also mayor of the staple of Calais, ancl ireaturcr thertS 
as appean by the following extract icspecdiig the Histoiy of York. ** Anno 
Reg; 27. Edward III. die Staple of Wool, whidi had before been kept at Brid0t^ 
in Fkndcn, by act of parfiamc&t was fixed at York, and some odicr places In 
Bni^and. The act caBs it die staple for wool, leather, woolfeUs« and lead. In 
tfatt ldng*s reigny amongst other of Us conq[ue8ts, the important town of Calais 
fell into his hands; and, in the fourteenth of his suocesior, the staple for the 
export tiade of the whole kingdom was fixed at that place. Hiis was a hody 
corporate, govoned by a mayor, two constables, &c, had a common seal, and 
continned in great affluence of trade and riches, till the tdwn was unfortunately 
kit, in the reign of queen Mary. That the merdhants of York had a oonsiderahle 
share fa tlus wtapU^ and were many of them members of this oorpoiradan* appears 
- in die catalogue of oar ssnatora, wlMSre anno 14^, John Umiak, a great mer- 
dvmt idio dwdt in Hungate, m this dty, is styled mayor of the ttofk qfCalaU^ 
as also treawrtr then. Anno 1449, William Holbeck, mayor of York, is called 
mtrcltant of diis sUple ; and, anno 1460, Sir Richard Yorke* one of the guests at 
archbishop Nevil^s great feast, is there called imryar of the tiaple of CalaU that 
year, and was sktr{f of this dty at the same time. Several conveyances I have 
seen in our own and other records, of meichandises and monev left by win, be- 
kmging to the dtizens of York, who were menMnU of this staple.*' 

Here we see the distinction between mayor and menhawi of the staple— thi 
fonner being the elected head of that body, whilst the merthantt merely con- 
stituted the members ; and no doubt, but merchants of the greatest weight afld 
impoitanee, would be chosen to serve the hjgfa office of mayor. 
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LoTa MMljfOTSm 

108 John (Vpe 

1449 Wm. Holbe^k, men^aid cf 

the staple 

1450 Tlkonus Burtob^ grocer 

1451 RichanlWaityr(9dtiiiie) 

1452 Thomift Danby> merchaki 
1463 John Catterick 

1454 ThodiM NebKm> merchtmt 

1455 Richurd Lematon 

1456 John Calre 

1457 Rohert CoBhiaan, merckmt 

1458 Wmiam Holhecfc 

1459 NichoIaB Holgate 

1460 lliomaK Beterley, merd^ni 

of the staple 

1461 John Stockton 

1462 John Thtusk 

1463 Thomas Scawsby 

1464 J. Gilliot^ knight of the Scdh 

1465 Thomas Nelson (2d thne) 

1466 John Kent, merchant 

1467 John Marshall^ merdutnt 

1468 William Snawsdell 

1469 Richard Yorke^ knt., mer* 

chant iff the staple 

1470 William Holbeck (2d time) 

1471 Thomas Beverley (2d time) 

1472 William Holbeck (3d time) 

1473 Christopher Marshal 

1474 Sir J. Gylliot, knt. (2d time) 

1475 William Lamb 

1476 Thomas Wrangwish 

1477 John Ton^ 



Sherijfh* 
Ridhaid LemMta, Tbo«. KctMk 

Nidiolas Holbeck^ Robert 7tert« 

Joh& Mortoli^ llMlmas Curtoiae. 
Tlioroaa Beverley, Wm. Bariow4 
John Stienaal, Thomas Dangel. 
John GyDiol;, John Bouze. 
John Ghufyn, William Wright 
Wm. Braoefarigg, W.Sherewood. 
John Inoe, \^ni]iam Cleveland. 
IlioB. Hdmaley, Wm. Sheffield. 
Thoa. Bromflete, John Marshal. 
John Copeland, Wm. Bradley. 

Chriatc^her Booth, John Marshal 

John Kent, Ri<jiaid Clsyfarook. 
William Skynner, Christ MarshaL 
William Thoip, John Semper. 
William Crosby, John Coates. 
John Brearton, Wm. Snawsdale. 
Richard Yorke, Thomas Catouie.. 
Thos-Strangewsys, J. Towthoipe; 
WlUlam Welles, John Leathley. 

William Lambe, John Tonge. 

Robert Amias, Thomas Glaayn. 
John Lightlampe, Thos. Allen. 
Henry Stockton, Robert Harwood. 
John Feiriby, 'Vniliam Knowles. 
Henry Williamson, T. Marriot. 
John Newton, Wilham Chimney. 
Allen Wilberfoss, Thos. Stockton. 
Waiiam Todd^ Kich. Pierson. 
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Lord MayoTi. 

1478 John Ferriby, fnerchani 

1479 WiUimn Welies 

1480 Jobn Manh«Il (2d time) 
1461 Robert Amyas 

1482 Richard Yorke^ Id^t, ma^ct 

146S John Newtwn, dyer 

1484 Hum. Wrangmth^ (2d time) 

wttTchmA 

1485 Nicholas Lancaster, L.L.D. 

1486 William Chimnej, <lra^ 

1487 SirWm«Tddd,bit.fiim:A«ii/ 

1488 Robert Hancock, ^Tocar 

1489 John Harper> merchaid 

1490 John Gilliot, merchma 

1491 John Ferriby, ob, in <fficio, 

Wm. AVhite, eled. 

1492 HionaB SoOtton, merchant 

1493 Nich. Lancaster (2d time) 

L.L.D., mtrdiMd 

1494 Michael White, dyer 

1495 Geoige Kirk, merchani 

1496 Robert Johnson, grocer 

1497 Thmnaa Gray, goldsmiih 

1498 John Metcalf> merchani 

1499 John Elwald, mencAan/ 

1500 William Nelion^ merchani 

1501 John Stockdale, merchani 

1502 Richard Thornton, grocer 

1503 Sir John GilBot (2d time) 

merchant 

1504 Thomas Jameson, merchani 

1505 Michael White (2d time) 



Robert Haneocdt, Wdl Spencer* 
Robert Gi)]» \ftUiam T^yte. 
John Hagge, Michad White. 
John Haiper, William White. 

Thoe. PeirBon, Miles Greenbanket 

Richard HardttM^ Wm. Barker. 

John Gilliot, Thomas Findu 

John Bererleyi Roger Appleby. . 
John Beasley, John Shaw. 
Geotge Kirke, Robert Jcdmson. 
Thomaa Falneby, Thomaa Gray 
William Barker, Alex. Dawson. 
John Elwood, John Norman. 

John Stockdale, John Hntton. 

Peter Cooke, Edward Forster. 

Thomas Darby, John Costaaee. 

John Metcalf, John Petty. 
William Nelson, Rd« Thornton. 
Miles Arwayn, Bertram Dawson. 
Thomaa Jameson, John Dodgson. 
John Birkheady Richard Winder* 
Allan Stardy, Robert Petty. 
George Essex, Thoa. Bankhonse. 
William Skipton, Thos. Freeman. 
John Likolne, Thomas Parker 

John EIUs, Thomas Braikes. 

John Hall, Oliver Middleton, ob. 
Robert Simpson, elect, 

Wm. Willson, Thos. Drawsword^ 
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1506 AJIan SUTelej^ mert^tmi 

1307 John Birldiead, tmtrckant 

1308 Sir Jobs Pet^, kit^ giaader, 

ob. in officio 

1509 George Efiaex^ apothecary 

1510 John Shawe^ merchant 

1511 Bertram Damon, merckitni 
1519 Geoi^ Kirk (Sd time) 
1513 William WlUaon, goldsmith 
151 i Johh Hiornton^ merchdni 

1515 liiomBs Drawsward 

1516 John Hall, tanner 

1517 John Dodgaon 

1518 Wmiam Wright 

1519 Allan Stately (2d tiflle) 

1590 Thomaa Ptfker 

1521 T. Bankhouae, (frapfr; oh. in 
(ifficioS. Vickars, elect. 

15S8 Paul Gillour, merchani; ob» 
in (fficio, T. Burton, elect. 

1523 Tho6. Draw&word (fid time) 

Id24 John Normail 

1525 William Barked 

1526 Peter Jackson 

1527 Aobert Wylde, merchani 

1528 Thomaa Maaon 

1529 Robert Whitfield 

1530 George LawBon, knight 

1531 Henry Dawson 

1532 William Barker (sd time) 

1533 John Hodgson 

1534 Greorge Gaile, goldsmith 

1535 William Wright (fid time) 



Sheriffk. 
Roger Sawyer, Richard TM>4 
John Beiaby> WiBiam Hnby. 

John TlMmtton, John Batemau « 

John Leng:ton, John Greggs. 
William Gametj Ibhn White. 
William Wright, William Gary 
John Chapman^ Chiiat Homers 
Simon Vickara^ Richard North. 
Paul Gilloor, John XormaA. 
John Raain, John Geldarl 
John Wetheretl, William Barkef. 
Thomas IHN'Bon, Jdhn GiBbanL 
Thoifias Burtoti, Thoa. MaaoO. 
Robert Whltfidd, Henry Hohn& 
Peter Jacksoif, Biohert WEde. 

Robert Fowesi Thonaa 6iiegge< 

John MarahaD^ Thoa. Biyley. 

James Blaides, Rd. Hutchenson^ 
Henry Dawson, John Rogers. 
Hugh Hawley, Robert Comot. 
R. Pulldd, J. Smith, J. lister'. 
Johii Hodgson, Johh Richardsotf. 
John Shiiw, Jdm Collier. 
John North, Richard Simpson. 
George Gaile, HeAry Bidby. 
Wm. Harrington', L. Mooslome^ 
Robert Elwald, Wm. Dodgson. 
Robert Hall, John Plowman. 
John Shadlocke, Robert Cook&r 
Robert Heckleion, Wm« Hohne^ 
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i^S JqIhi Sfaowe (9diime)^ »t 
qfficio, John Norths r/Iec/, 

1539 Robert Elwalii^ mervhant 

1540 William bodgtoiv* mcrdtant 

1541 Robert Hall, merchani 

1549 John Shadlock 

1513 Robert FtecillctQh^«;^o«^ief 
1544 Peter Rabimon^ merdhant 

l&H John iesaie, innJwidcr 

1546 William Holme^ 
i547 William Watson, fnerc)idni 
1548 Robert I'eacock^ merchant 
I5i9 .George Gaile (2d time) 

1550 John I>ewis^ drapet 

1551 Thotnas Applcyard 

1552 Richard White, dfape^ 

1553 William Coupland 

1554 Jobh North (2d time) 

1555 Win. DeckWitli, m^chaiU 

1556 Richard OeuMtliospe 

1557 Robert Hall (^ time) 
1556 Ra]ph Hall, rMi^chani 

1559 Thomas 8tandcvcii 

1560 Jamos Harrltigton* 
l5*l Percival Ciawforth 

1562 Tliomai LftWsdH 

1563 Tiwmos Applcyawl (2i! time) 

1564 Jacob Simpson, fanner 

1565 John Beane (2d time) 



J^oIhi £Mkr}nn, Wmiiiin S<(^iiUI 
Joba fLemiB, IWter l<id4ail. 

Peter Robinson, John Bcand 

ThOis. Thorhtott, Rd. TomUns^^Si 

Robert Peaoocki Richard Sav^ 

William Watson, Wnu Hai^i 

l*bo6. Appleyard, John Bobsoni 

Wm. Beckwit3[i> Wm» doUplandi 

Ribhard White, Michael Binke^ 

Ralph lUIwick, oh, in i^cto, Mortift 
Soza, Richard Foxgill. 

kobert Broddys, Peter Eshei 

ThoSi Stahdeveh, James Simj^fli 

Wm. iJatchelor, lliosi Gloodycor* 

iaa, tlamhgtoh, G. Hutche»SQ))i 

Pcrcival Crawforlli, Ei (irechburXi 

Rd. Goldthorp,.John Shillitoe; 

Tlios. Lawson, Hios. Willson* 

Ralph Hall, Williiim Hargill. 

Robert Criplingj Wm. Grisdaldi 

Ricliard Brearvj Uobeirt li^ggei 

Adam Binkcs, Ricliard Drew* 

Christ. Hall, Christ^ LiddaL 

John Hall, William IJrogdcQi 

Hugh Greaves, I'hofi. Harperi 

Rd. Calom, Edward Willcocksi 

Martin Straker, Jolm Roc&jsoili 

\Vm. Harrison, t. tta!*rison. obf 
in rjf, Leonard Temple, ekct,. 

Robert MaftkcW, John Weddd. 

Thos. Middleton, Wm. Thompsoff j 

Edmund RichaKlson, Jolih Smith » 

X 
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Lord Mmfors, 
iS66 Wmiam Watson (9d time) 

1567 Robert Peacock^ merduuU 

1568 Wm. Coupland 

1569 Wm. Beckwidi (sd time) 
1^70 Richa]:d Calom, draper 

1571 Gregory Peacock^ merchant 

1572 William Allen, mercer 

1573 Christ. Mert)erty mercha^ 

1574 Robert Maskewe, groceir 

1575 ThoB. Harrison, innholder 

1576 E. Richardson, pewterer; ob. 
in off. R. Hall, merchant, elect 

1577 John Dyndy, draper 
1^78 Hi^h Graves, merchant 

1579 Robert CripUtag 

1580 Robert Askwith, draper 
*1581 Wm. Robinson, merchant 
1583 Robert Brooke, merchant 

1583 Christopher Maltby, drapei^ 

1584 Thomas Appleydrd 

1585 Andrew Trene, merchaid 

1586 Henry Maye, innholder 

1587 Ralph RichardBon, merchant 

1588 J. Birkby, council a^omey 

1589 T. Jackson, council attorney 

1590 Thos. Moseley, merchant 

1591 Robert Walter, haberdasher 

1592 llioe. Harrison (2d time) 

1593 Robert Askwith (ed time) 

1594 Wm. Robinson (2d time) 

1595 Robert Brooke (2d tune) 
>596 Jacob Birkby 



Sheriff 
Grtffaj Pleaoock, Richard Alleil. 
Christ. Herbert, John Dinely. 
Wm. Robinson, Andrew Treve* 
Peter tludless, John WiUdnson* 
Henry Maye, Thos. Middletcm* 
Jacob Birkby, Edward Tumei*i 
Ralph Micklethwait, Rt. AskwitL 
John Stephenson, Thos. Temple. 
Robert Brook, Thomas Jadcson. 
Thos. Appleyard, Christ Moltby. 

Edmund Sands, Walter Mudd. 

Ralph Richardson, Gea Fanoett 
Lawrence Robinson, Ed. Vavasoiur. 
Francis Mapples, Edwd. Faucett. 
Robert Maude, Leonard Belt 
Christ Beckwith, Richd. Morton* 
Christ Cottcett, John Standeven. 
Perdval Brooke^ Thoe. Mosel^. 
Fiands Baine, Robert Watter. 
Rowland Fauoett, Wm. Gibaoil. 
Robert Peacock, Henry HalL 
Leonard Beckwith, John Weddd. 
William Peacodc, James Mudd. 
Marmadukc Sotheby, Wm. Allen. 
William Calom, John Yewdale. 
ThoB. Herbert, Christ Turner. 
Robert Dawson, Thos. Askwith* 
William Wood, John Harrison. 
Robert Myers, Wm. Greenbury. 
George Watson, (reorge Elwyke. 
<ji6oi]ge Watkinson, George HalL 
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Lm^ Mayors. 
1^97 Cbriftopher Beckwitfa 
1598 Edward Fauoett 
1499 Christ Coaoett, apothecary 

1600 HeiHry Hall, merchaM 

1601 Robert PMoock 

1609 Thoa. Moadey (9d time) 

1603 Sir R.WaIker>kt.*(9d time) 

1604 ThoB. H^bert^ mtreharU 
1604 Wm. Gieenbury^ draper 

1606 Bobert Aakwith^ draper 

1607 Robert Harxiflon^ merihiOiiiM 

1608 Robert Mien, iiwrver 

1609 a Conoetty apotk, (9ddme) 

1610 Hemy HaU, (9d time) 

1611 William Breary, m^rcAanl . 

1612 John HarriaoB, merduaU 

1613 Thoa. Aiaxshall^ mercer . 

1614 Leonard Besson, saddler 

1615 EliaaMicklethwaitet^fum^ 

1616 Wm. Greenbury (9d time) 

1617 SirR. AriMtb^kt (9dtime) 



Sheriffs. 
George RoiiG, Perdval Levett* 
Lawrence Wade, Wm^ Breary. 
Robert Aakwitfa, Thoa. WilaoiL 
Lawrence Edwarda^ J. BnafieUL 
Bobt Harriaim, Heary Thompaoiu 
John Robinson, George Bucke* 
Michael Hartford, Rd. Binkea. 
Wm. Sunley, Leonard Besson. 
£» MicUethwait, Gecnge Aislabyk 
John Wadsworth» Wm. Maakew 
Wm. Robinson, Thoa. MarahalL • 
Cludat Dickenaon, J Standevett^ 
Edward Croas, James Godson. 
William Morton, George WataoiL 
Michael Scarr, Edward Calrert. 
William Watter, Thomaa Agar. 
Matthew Topham, Thomaa Kay. 
Robert Belt, F^rands Waide. 
George Faucett, Thoa. Rawden. 
Francis Wharton, Thos. Lawne. 
John HutfthensoB, Robt Weddatt. 



*Ms.BbbartWa]kffWaskiu^htadbykingJaaMB> on dietw«itieih«f Apri^ 
IMS, at Grimnoiia, near Tadcaster, then the itmdmn of Bdwd StanhopSp 
cidof Cmbedand. To 8b B«bcrt Walks, knii^t, York it InddMed for tfas 
fold chain, now wani bjr it*s ducf iiiagiiiiiaUi <lnl gsntkman haTing left it, by 
vin, to the coiporete body* 

t Blias MScklcUiivaite» was a man of ntyr^gioai piineSplas, and one who 
vould not luffer his ezaltalion to enwe those impNerions from hit mind. He 
aeeoidSiig^y ordered that the gates of the dty should be kept doted on the 
nhhsth-di^; and hit order was tcncdy attended to. 

X2 
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Lord Mayors, Skeriffi. 

1618 Thomas Agar*^ isiuter Christ Croft^ Peter Middletoiif 

1619 Wm. RoMnaon, nurv^nf A. Hemmihgirajj Chriat. Waide. 
1699 WiDiam WaMer, midhr Edmd. Cockier, Ilebt Remswoctfc. 
1(»1 <^hn8t. Diddttflon^ merthoMl llios. Hfiyk^ J«hn Vans. 

i6» Bobert Mien (^ tine) Leonard Weddel, Wm. Alkusen. 

1623 Wm. Brearp (^ time) Christ Topham, Rd. Ifertford. 

1624 MacttliewTopliara, mcrtkamt James Hntdieasoii^ L. JadcaoOr 

1625 lliomas Laime William floott, WfDiam Todd. 

1626 Leenard Bessonf (2d time) Thos. Hodgaon^ Wm. WhortoB« 

1627 Efias Micklcthwttt (2d tkne) Henry Thanifisoii^ T. AtlenifioB« 
1629 Robert Belt, merchant Thos. Dawson, Roger Jaquea. 

1629 Christopher Croft, mercer Thos. Peigher, John Miers. 

1630 Edmund Cooper, merchant John Pej^cr, Jolm Bradkj* 
16S1 Rdbeit Hemsworth, draper James Brooke, Thos. Hewley# 
1632 llkomas ffoyle^, merchant Ph9. Merbeit, John Oddart 

* Thomas A^ar wu lAifortuiuite during liis nmyoraltf . He had by soifi^ 
lueans incurred the ^Bspkasure of a person named Chailes Coelson, a tailor by 
irade ; and thfis man being one ^ in "it juor, and 'wann with a Bfixk of resent* 
ment, watched a hLjaatMt oppoitunit)', and stabbed die lord noagror arfaSi ■ kaif¥ 
fas hsd pr^amd Isr the |NU|iaB& The vaaad did aat jnnvt martal ; and tha 
Tillain WM BecOTcd, tried, and condenuied to seven years imprisonment* to ba 
fettered with heavy xransy and to pay a large fine* His sentence a]s» ordained 
Aat he dbauid %e eenvcyed dinmgh the cky en lion^adc, ewfy foairtcr aiailona 
during diat time; wjth Ins fiMe towards tha tail of the faorse, Md with a paper 
•xed on his fevebcad, denatfaig his «teie s Ha wai also dblSged to stasd an Urn 
pillory, ibr certain heurt, at eveiysatwn of <he said ^vaxter sessmuL 

-)- This gentlemaut who resided in St MicfaacTs parish, gave by wlU- the mm 
af thif^ poMndi to the aaipqtatioivfa the purpose of yiwhaang plate for die use 
•f each suacessive lord ma^OB' 

X Lamentable indeed was the case of diis gentleman, tie served the oflloe widb 
much credit to himaelfy and lived vary respectably till the year UMy when on tfta 
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less Sir W. AUenson^ knt, draj)er 'Skiflk Heiteli^ WMtun Wflfeoi^ 

1634 James Hutchenson^ merchant Stephen Watson^ Geo. FliUin. 

1635 Thomas Hodgson^ mercer fTolm Mason^ Tbos. Mastermaiu 

1636 Henry TLompson^ mercKani Kobert Horner^ John fied^e. 

1637 John VauJbi^ prothomttuy Wm^ fdatmim, Wm, fairweatfMV 

1638 William Scott^ merchant, C^uistaphci Biearyy Jl^Iaxm. CwSU 

1639 Sir R. Jaques^ knt. merclumt Leonard ThompfioB^ S. Coulton. 

1640 Sir It Bdt^ knt. (2d: time) nos. tfidkemxm, Paids Beale 

1641 Sir C. Croffc^^knt, (2d tin»> l^omaa^ Cafey, Mm Calvert. 

1642 Sir £. Cooper, knt. (2d time) Samoel Khreary, Jems Spacy. 

1643 Sir£. Cooper, knt (3dtiniey Johnr Kihingtaii, Janses lAreaty; 

1644 Sir £. Cooper, kt*(4t& time) WnHam Taybr, tliomis Nayfor. 
1(645 John Geldait, merchant Robert Scott, Thomas DHffielcL 

1646 Stephen Watson, grocvr John ftijgfaew, Edwaitl Gray. 

1647 ThoB. Dickenson, merchant Christcypber Tophsm^ B, Watmam 

1648 Robert Homer, merchant Ridiard P^tt, Thomas JSfaacm. 

1649 Leonard Thomson, merchant Henry Tyreman, Peter Man. 

1650 William Taybr, merchant Creasy Burnet, Geo. Feacock. 

1651 James Brooke, merchant Bryan Dawson, Francis Ewbanky 

1653 Henry Thompson (2cltime) Ralph Chayter, George MancUin. 

1654 John Geldart (2iltime) Christ Hewley, William Wasse. 

1655 Sir W. Allenson (2d time) Richard Hewit, Richard Booths 



%AKA Ttankrm "* ^ Nichoks Towers, oh, Henry Shaw. 

I65* Sttptoi Wata6» p^^ Mawburn, elel ' 



pOth of Jai»uuy» about tfaf same hour that Chadat the fizst waa bcbcaded^ 
Alderman Hoyle, who wm alio a BAember of pazliameot, hanged biaoself in his 
pwn house at Westminster. His ladj had been abroad that numung^ andoa ha 
aetum, was the first who disoovered liie dnadfiil oataaCxcphc» 

*S&B.ebeper was dispbeed by brtf Faote, after Ae snnenchr of Yd«|^ 
^ ThonM 0oyk, one ef Ae ddemuDt war duMdi in his ait^^ 

X3 
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Lord Mmf9r$, SSieriffs, 

X«*7 Thomas Didcenson (ad time) ru^,^^ q^.. v«..t Un^^ 

knighted by Oliver George Scott, York Hotimx. 

1638 Robert Homer (9d time) Wm. Berwick, Wm. Riehardson. 

1059 Leond. Thompflon (Sdtime) Wm. WilkiBBon, Thos. Reynolds. 

1660 ChritTopho-, ««**«.< ""T^S^^^^Jr^ 

im J.nj« ft^ke^toe) by ^^ Wheelwright, Rd. Shaw. 

1669 George Lamplugh, merchami TfaoB. WiDJamsgn, Joseph Beares. 

1663 Henry Thompson, nurchani Timothy Squire, Geo. Gleadstone. 

1664 Edwd. Elwick^ apothecary PhiL Herbert, Richard Tenant. 

1665 Ricfad. Hewit, men^mii Edward Gaile, Abraham Faber. 

1666 George Mauckli^, skinner Richard Metcalf, Joseph Morley, 

1667 Creasy Qumet, mer^AatU Rd. Kilvington, Christ Simpson^ 

1668 llenry Tyreman, draper Christ Cooke, Thomas Cooke. 
166a CliristopherBreary,iii«rcAaii^ William Ramsden, William Bell^ 
167Q Tbos. Bawtryt, mercimt Andrew Ferrot, John Becket 



* This ^Ueman was insphed duiii^ bis mayoralty, by Sir Miks St^ildoi^ 
of Wighill^ Bemg diaoidered with bqoor* and entertaining some feeliAg of la- 
sentment against the lord ma^. Sir M. proceeded to his house, where he mst 
with his Uudahipt and stru^ him fith his eane. But for Ais ofibioe, the baieoel 
▼o^ naixowly escaped the most severe punishment-r-He was indicted at the 
fbUowing sessions^ and appearing penonally at the bar of the Comnoii-Ha]!^ 
confessed bi> guilt, eiqpressed much sorrow for his past conduct, and threw him- 
adf upon the mercy of the court His ftiends also made interoessioQ for him ; 
and on their account^ the punishment intended was roiMced to the penalty aC 
^hwtdredpoundin 

* Mrs. Bawtry was the first hdy mayoress that wore the gM eMa. It wss 
giren about this time for the lady mayoroM of York, by Mr. Maxmaduke Bawdai« 
• merchant in London, and it*s weight then was sixteen ounces. The same gen* 
tieman also gave a silver xfestel^ wdgfaing fifty ounces, expressly for the use of 
e^ successive lady mayoress ; and also pressnted die coipoiation of York with 
wdsgandygiUbowL Air. Rawdoi likewisa gave ^ the lord mjos «Dd copit 
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Lord 3€tnf0f^» 
1071 Wm. Richardion^ draper^ 

1672 SirH.Tbomp8oo^]tt.ffien(*M. 

1673 ThoB. WiQianuNm^ men^ard 

1674 RichcL Metcalfb^ merchant 

1675 Wm. RamsdeDj merchant 

1676 York Horner^ merchant 

1677 Francis £loockj gywer 

1678 Philip Herbert^ merchant 

1679 Bichaid ShaM, butcher 

1680 JohQ Constable, grocer 

1681 John Carter^ merchanf 
1689 John Wood 

1683 Edwd. Thompson, merchant 

1684 Robert Waller, attorney. 

1685 John Thompwn, goidsmitk 

1686 Leonazd Wilberfoss 

1687 Thos. Moeely, apothecary 

1689 John Foster, haberdasher 

1690 Samuel Dawson, merchant 

1691 George Stockton, silk'^iueaver 



Sherifi. 
Thol Niabet Francis Calvert. 
Thos. Waynd, Robert Horsfidd^ 
John Pecket, George Ramsdoi.. 
RjOber^ Wall^, Francis Elwick^ 
Thomas Carter, Jc^ Foster. 
John Mowld, Joseph Blackburn. 
William Baroo, WiOiam Watson. 

Henry Pbwson, Roger Wilberfbss^ 

Thomas Mosely, Geo. Stockton. 

Thos. Thomdike, G. Bracebridgt 

Wm. Heather, Wm. Pickering. 

Wm. Charlton, Roger Shackleton. 

Francis Duck:wpirthA Thos. CookjH, 

Joseph Pemberton, Thoo^ Suttpp. 

Francis Taylor, Leonard Robinson.. 

Wql Appkton, Thos. Watson. 

John BeO, Peter Richardson. 

C Matthew Rayock, Mann. Butler^ 
XTho6.Fothergill, Christ. Hutton. 

John Thorpe, Thomaa Barstow. 

Thos. Bradley, Robert Clarke.^ 

Geo. Pickering, Robert Foster^ 



■unudQr the sum of four hundred* pounds, for the erectioii of a Market>Croit in 
the Payement, which was acoordw^x built Dsnr the diuzch of All-SaintSy but 
has nnoe been removed. The turn ef one hundred pounds was also left h% 
Mr. R. for the poor of the pariah of St. Crux.. 

" The reaeon why two lord mayras are this year repreMnted, has been stated in 
page 209. Thomas Rayncs was displaced by king James, and Robert Waller, 
who was more friendly to the king's refigious tenets, wu iqppointed in his stead. 
Baynes refbsed to resfgn— WaDer had thcrafora the name withoni the power | 
and thus York was considered by some, as having two lord mayen ; and hf 
•then, as not having any pcngn who IcgaSy filled diis high office. 

X4 
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Lord Mwpr$. 

]6f>9 Avibeir Pcrwl, iumtei^ 
1094 Robm Dftvy, Amwt 

)604 Sir a Metcslf, kpt mcrdumt 

]69« John Constable (9d time) 
)a97 Mark Gill« goldmith 
)69a Roger Shacldeton 
)<^99*Henry Thompeop^ esq.* 
)70Q Sir Wm. Robinson^ bartt 
J70^ Tolw Jenldps, esq, 

)701) Jobp Peckit^ imrrAon^ 

^10$ Thomas Vvwwn, merchant 
1704 Elias PawiOB, merchant 
>7(K( ChorW Re^oonj toymem 
1709 Emanuel Jufitk^e^ m^rckan^ 
1707 R.Bensoii^LordBingley 
J70« Riehd. Thompsop, merchanJ^ 
J70a William Pickeripg 
17IQ Charles Perrot^ merchpii 
1711 gliomas Pickering, aitomtj^ 
1711^ W iUiam Cornwall^ brewer 
yi\Z Chiistopher Umam, ghter 
)7]4 WiBieai Redman^ jB^jMr 
171A Robert Faff&x^ esq. 
1716 Richard Townes, mercer 
\1\1 UmFj Raines^ ^o^Nrnm 
^718 TiMMd RebiaiiMr> esf, 



EmsMial Aistioe, Muxk GM, 
Petn Daivaon, CSeev^e F^chngii 
Chiles Rhoada, Walter ] 



John PeekU, Robt RaArta^, (A, 

Francis Tomlinson. 

Richard Wood, Sornud Ruxton. 

Jcfm Wdbum, Thomas Agar. 

William Rudley, John Smith. 

John Thompson, Rartli. Geldart. 

Wm. Redman, Wm. Cornwall 

Thomaa Ma^pn, George Jadcson, 

Joel S^vile, cbif Hemy Baine^n 
Rowland Moaely. 

Joseph Lecoh, Edward SeDer. 

Matthew Ingram, Robt. Pbrrol, 

J. Stainfbnh, Percy WinteiskeU; 

James SconrfieH, L. Thompaon, 

Thot. Pickering, Frirnds Hewettt 

Thos. Rfsdiey, Robert Hotham 

^ohn Alderson, Drury Peake. 

William Lister, Vita. Wdghtman^ 

John Dixon, >Iattheir Lindley. 

Matthew Bigg, William Jackson^ 

WiDIa^ Dob«>B, Savrnd Cltfk, 

Al«c. Lister, Jofcn WifliaiMon, 

Tancred Robifison, Rd. Benton, 

Edwd. ^wflerson, Jbmea Borstow, 

J Ab Whilefaead, Ek. Lewooek. 

8amu4 DswfiOD, H. GseeDHwd. 



•Mt. H.TlMiipiQii*irimiki4v»^srY€itt iMUicd 
krtakmdMniaBdidhBk,v?d0, tatfaathiicoadiMiglUf 
inw aooordiPi^y toe at Mb « 
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Jjord Mayers. 

1719 John Reed^ toyman 

\19f} T. Jenkins^ esq. (3d time) 
1721 It Thompson^ m«r.(9dtim«> 
X799 C.Redinaii,/oyman(3dtime) 
1723 C. Ferrety mmiAffn^ (2dtime) 
172'! Tho6» Agar, weellenHk-apcr 

1725 W.C6niwdl,Areu;cr(2dtixne) 

1726 Samuel Clarke, haberdasher 
)727 Richard Bawe^^roff^ 
J728 PeteiWhittMi, grocer 

1729 Wmt pobBon, apothscafy 

1730 John Stainforth^ esq, 
}73I Jonas Thompson^ attorney 
1732 Henry Baincs (2d time) 

J 733 J.DodsworihjapotLS^' grocer 
J 734 Wm, Whytehead, attorney 
1735 James Barnard, mercer 
J 736 Samuel Clarke (2d time) 

1737 Sir John leister Kaye, bart, 

1738 G. Benson, ob. in o^— Sir T. 

B«bijM(m, dipd. (2d tims) 

nS9 Georgie Eikricke, halter 
174/0 George Skelton, merchant 
1741 Rd. Lawson, wine^merchant 
J 742 John Mayer, attorney 

1743 Wm. Stephenson, merchant 

1744 Thomas Agar, merchant 

174A Mkn Bapcr, mov&oii^ 
1746 John Read (2d time) 
)7^7 Geo, Eskiicke (2d time) 



SOMjfs. 

Join %per, mcr#. cAwi. S* flB» 

lary^ RcL Cordukea. 

John Bowes, John Owram, 

Wm. Hotham, Jonathan Be&soa, 

Geoige Baxnat^ William Cooper* 

Henry Pawoon, Samuel Snkh. 

Francis Newark, Wm. Huichiiuni^ 

Rd. Chambers, Francis Buekle, 

Christ. Jackson, Geo. AtkioscHii 

John Ambler,. Francis BoltoB. 

John Haughton^ Isaac ManafieM* 

J. Dodsworth^ W. Lambert, morU 
Benjamin Barstow, elect. 

John SutteB, Joseph Buckle, 

Samuel Waud, Edward Sdler, 

John Richardson, Edward Wjlwi^ 

Wm. Stephenson, (jreo. Eskricke, 

Joseph Scolfield, John White. 

Thomas Agar, Richard Lawson. 

Henry Richmond^ John Vougler, 

Anby Taybr, John Blythe. 

Jomes Robinson, Emanuel Stablef 

Thos. Beverley, Christ. Rawdoo, 

John Raper, Thomas Matthews, 

Thos. Norfolk, Geo. Gibson 

Amor Oxiey, John Hildyard. 

Rd. Dawson, Charles Weightman, 

John Hihiegh, morf. F. JeffersoB, 
Hcary llreaaiiii. 

ThoEk Spoaaer, ThM. Fei«haraki«« 

Gasige ThqHqnMk, Mat Ustoe; 

James Rowe, Tliomas Clifton, 
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1746 FianciB Jeflfenon^ merchofU 

1749 James Rowe> druggist 

1750 M. Lister^ iimber-merchani 

1751 Geoi]ge Skdton^ (2d time) 
1753 James Barnard (2d time) 

1753 William Coates^ glover 

1754 Bichard Lawson, (2dtttiie) 

1755 Thomas Matthews^ hreiper 

1756 Rd. Farrer, ufhclsierer 

1757 George Fox Lane, esq. 

1758 John ADanson^ merchant 

1759 Godfrey Wentworth, esq. 

1760 Fran. Stephenson^ merchant 

1761 Thos. BoveSy apothtcar^ 
1769 John Mayer (2d time) 

1763 Anby Taylor^ apothecary 

1764 Francis Bacon, c^paihecary^ 

1765 Henry Raper, merchant 

1766 John Walcefield^ merchant 

1767 Richard Garland, /oc^or 

1768 James Rowe (2d time) 

1769 Richard Farrer (2d time) 

1770 John Carr, architect 

1771 Edward WaDis^ a/jo/Aecorsf 

1772 Charles Turner, esq. M. P. 

1773 Henry Jubb, apothecary 

1774 Hugh Robinson, merchant 

1775 John Allanson (2d time) 

1776 F. Stephenson (2d time) 

1777 Thos. Bowes (2d time) mort. 

F. Bacon (2d time) 



SkeriJfK 

John Allanson, Francis Ingruii, 

£dward Thwing, Henry Grice, 

Herbert Feireman, Wm. Coaiek 

John Tellbrd, Bichard Fairer 

Fhmds Stephenson, J. SldlbecL 

Wm. Baker, Thomas Hungate. 

Henry Jubb, Thomas Marfitt. 

John Bradley, William Dunn. 

John Greggs, Richard Garland: 

Thomas Bowes, Thomas Mason. 

Edward WaBis, Francis Lofthouse. 

John Wakefield^ Wm. HftughtcttK 

Seth Agsgr, John Atkinson. 

James Clifton, Benj. Atkinaon^ 

Thos. Barstow, Hale WyvilL 

John Stow, Christ. Oldfield 

Edwd. Smith, Stephen Buckle 

William Siddall, Wi]Iian\ Biltoq^ 

Thomas. Wilson, Thpms. Varbw. 

John Hardisty, Samuc;! Woucmald^ 

Hugh Robinson, George Hughes. 

Edward l^rteus, Wm. Beckwith. 

Edmd. Knipe, mart, .^imes Todd» 
Richard Tirema^. 

T. D. Garenderes, J, WHJiamson^ 

Peter GouUett, Robert Deighton, 

Thomas Spooner, John Craft 

James Richardson, Edwd. Stabler. 

Butler Burton, John Varlow. 

Robert Barker, Francis Hudson^ ' 

Henry Myres, Ralph Dodsvortk 
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Lord May<}rs, Sherijfi, 

1 778 Thomas Barstow, esq. Thomas Smithy Bichaid Heutn* 

1779 Edward Stabler^ merchant John AUanson^ Jun.^ Thos. Kilby; 

1780 ThaCordley, wine-merchaiit Joseph Deighton, J. WbodhouK. 

1781 Henry Myres, merchant Frauds Saunders^ J« Hutchinsoii. . 

1782 Henry Riqier (8d time) WiQiam Porter^ William Bloitt 

1783 Wm. SiddaU^ wooOefk-dra^per Richard Su^i^^^ John Wri^^ . 

1 784 Thomas Kilby^ brewer Henry Jowett, WiUiam Slatar, 

""* "^^^'^r"- J-« Rob«n, Thonuu, Gilba«k. • 

1786 Thos. Smithy merchant WiUiam Clarke^ Richard Kitason. 

1 787 Sir Whl Mihier^ hart. M. P. Richd. Metcalf^ John Dodsworth. 

1 788 WilHam Bluittt, esq. T. D. Garenderes^ John Hay. 

1 789 Thomas Hartley^ brewer George Healey, George Kitson. 

1790 Joshua Oldfield^ wine~mer* John Bagley Samuel Wormald. 

1791 Thomas Wilaon^ ^ooJr«^22er John Lister^ Stephen Hartley. 

\ 792 Ralph Dodsworth^ merchant Thos. Sanderson, Robt Thomtoii. 

"»' ''?iSl?§iSt^& •n«m«.Waid„soB,Wm.Fawl-. 

1794 John Hay, wooUen-draper David Phillips, James Croft 

1 795 Rd. Metcalfe, merchant-tailor Robert Houseman, William EBis. 

1 796 T. D. Garenderes, apothecary Frederick Atkinson, Rt. Wright. 

1797 Rd. Hohson, wooUen-draper William Cadday, John WiUdnsOn. 

1 798 Sir W. Milner, bt (2d time) Robert Rhodes, John Newton. 

1799 William Ellis, merchant John Sutcliffe, Robert Stockton. 

1800 James Robson, Unen^^buper John KOby, William Staveley. 

1801 John Wilkinson, druggiH R. W. Hotham, Geo. Darbyshiie.. 

1802 William Hotham, esq. ^"6J>^e"F5S."'^''^^ "^^ 

1803 Thomas Hartley, esq. Joseph Volans, Christopher Cattle^ 

1804 John Kilby, breteer George Dodsworth, John Prince. 

1805 Robert Stockton, druggist John Dales, William Dunslay. 

1806 Thos. Wilson, esq. (2d time) Isaac Spencer, Francis Theakston. 
]|807 Wm. EUis^ esq. (2d time) William Hornby, Rd. Simpson. * 
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LordMagfors. Sherijg^ 

1808 R« Bhodes, merduad^iaaor Robt. FnkuiMB, W. H. UMn^ 



1809 Samuel Wonnald, iatmw Jmm Skephfisd> Sobl^LsUiui^ 

mo Geoige Peuoi^, esq. Mm Browii> Wffliaiii Hwifef. 

18» H«k L, D«]icla8> H. F; William Cbopev, JiAn JhAmh. 

18U ImacS^eer,4ftii^^p«i: George GpeaKy^ JiMq»h Jkgtf. 

1813. Thee, Smkh^ merehm^ Bteund Gill, 'H^oiiiM BmL 

1814 William Doinlay, Imtwr G. W, Wentwortft^ Wm. OidfiaM; 

1815 Wm. H. Hewron, Ua^-dealer G. WiUdnaoB, 9. H. CoppcfliMfi^ 

1816 John Dales/ druggist Robert Cattle, Thoa. Cattlej, Juiu 

Robert Chaloiier, esq. M. P. for Richmond, is the present lord mayor^ 
(1917) and the last named Sheriffs hftTe not jet completed the 
u^nal period of tjieir o$pe^ 

The Bkcordei^ ^11^^ in digi^ky ia the sheriflgt; 
and eren ranks before them when the nrembers of 
the corporation are enuipevated^ Thia officer 
must be a barrister at law, being considered as 
the particular guardian of the privileges of the 
citizens^ the preserver of the anciept records and 
charters ; and the person, whose diiij it is i^ re^ 



* During ^tda gentleman't mayoralty* and in sopie degree threu|^ the cx« 
mAaoB of himMlf and & W. KkoO, esq., a FrotMetU fmt&iaiim^ at SAVING 
RA^K, was ewtabtishffd in Yosft ; in which the labouzing dan of aooiety may 
iepodty for any length of timet their little savings, and thereby avert the miseiy 
vhich must ever be Mt, when age and infirmity aie accompanied* by extrans 
pcBmy. The lord mayov for die time being, is the praodent— Mbetrrespeetabla 
fentlmien we appointBd as dSr ccta B» S tock is pttBehand with: the mottey— ita 
qtaittnent at the oomes o£ Mewstreal^ ig engigvd as a Banhmg Shq^ and «S 
add« with much pleasuiSt the depostlaare ahcady very conadaaUai 
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giBter all new ads, by-laws, Ac. By Vflrtiie ot 
kts situatieo, he is also a justice of tbe peace and 
of tbe qworum — He therefore sits at the right 
hand of the lord aiayor, as bis assistant ; and is 
the public orator, for the corporate body, on aU 
oocMions. The recorder is always chosen by a 
full houfle,or general aieeting of the corporation—* 
all the members of iC having an equal right to 
vote 4>a the occasion ; but he cannot enter upon 
bis oflice, without the approval of tbe king* 
And, after being so approved, he is obliged to 
take oath that be will, always, freely and Atitb* 
fully give his advice and council to die k>rd 
mayor, aldermen, sberifis, and commoners^ for 
tbe benefit of tbe said city. The salary of the 
recorder, as trifling, and the office, wbich is for 
life, is always considered more as a place of 
faoaor €faaa of profit* Robert Sinclair, esquire, is 
the prcaenrt recorder of the city of York. - 

Two other coanseilors are assigned to the lord 
mayor^ to act in unison with the recorder, who 
are eAso justices vf the peace, of tbe quorum^ 
and consequently rank superior to the alder- 
men. They are called the ^^ City Cmmselj^ and 
often are of much service to the chief magistrate, 
in assisting bim through the great weight of bti* 
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•iness which, in his official situation, he is obliged 
to encounter. S. W. Nicoll, and John Hey- 
wood, esquires, at present fill that department. 

The name of Alderman, is a corruption of the 
word elderman'-'^a person dignified by time and 
experience^ This magistrate is generally chosen 
from that class of citizens who have served the 
office of sheriff^; though, in some cases, without 
any such qualification. The regular fine for 
exemption from this office, is three hundred 
guineas i but the court possesses a discretionary 
power on this, as on several other subjects. An 
alderman has little business, when not serving 
the office of lord mayor, although he is a justice 
of the peace ; and, if a senior, is also one of the 
quorum. He. is always summoned to attend the 
sessions, council chamber, and every election of 
the several members of the corporate body; but 
he is not obliged to appear if inconvenient. 

The Common- Council Men are seventy-two in 
number. They are the representatives of the 
iniiabitants of the city at large, the same as the 
members of the House of Commons in the British 
parliament, represent the nation. They vote in all 
elections of magistrates, on the disposal of the city's 
revenues, and respe(:ting all other acts which pais 
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the official seal. The cominon-oouDcil iqen were 
formerly chosen from the several companies of 
tradesmen in the city; but> by a charter of 
Charles the second^ the city was divided into four 
Wards^ which take their names from the four gates 
of the city, vit: Micklegate-ward^ Bootham* 
ward. Monk- Ward , and Walmgate- ward. Mick'- 
'tegate'WUrd, in the south-west part of the city^ 
is encompassed on one side by the city walls, and 
on the other, by tHe river Ouse. This ward con- 
tains six parishes, viz. : Bishophill, the elder and 
younger. Trinity, St. Martin's, St. John's, and 
A 11- Saints. Bootham-ward occupies the north- 
west angle of the city, and has, in it's district 
three parishes, viz: St. Michael-le-Belfrey's, St. 
Helen's, and St. Martin's. Monk-ward is the 
north-east part of the city, and comprises five 
parishes, viz :— Trinity, St. Cuthbert's, St. Sa- 
H^iour's, Christ's, and St. Sampson's. Walmgate^ 
wUrd is on the south-east, and contains seven 
parishes, viz : — St. Margaret's, St. Dennis's, St. 
George's, St. Crux's, All-Hallow's, St. Mary's, 
and St. Michael's. 

These four divisions comprise the whole city 
within the walls, excepting the close of the ca- 
thedral, which will be mentioned in the distinct 
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deaeriptioli of ti»9ii clMiroh aod it's liberty^ Soac 
df tbe abav«-naMed parisbe»> however, ^exteHil 
withoiit <lie walk, aad eaaiirace other part« af the 
•city, which it is needlefts here to «pecify. £ack 
4rmioa {provides eighteen <UMiHMQejiSH-the senior 
of n^hon pnesides over bis particular ward ; aBd 
ikete is also mft^remamy or i|^aker5 fbr tfae whok 
&ody» Whtfi ony member dies^ or resigns his 
«fice^ the remainder present to the lord majsr 
ooonl sddennea, upon oath^ the names of ttiree 
proper citjoens^ residing in 4he same ward as the 
|nrecoding one ; irom which list, este is choseii^ to 
onpply the place of the person deceased, or jk> re* 
signing. The individual chosen, is obliged to re* 
M vc tfae sacraniont, take oertaui customary oaibi^ 
coincide with oone oliier osual oeremoniea^ and 
4hen enter wpon his office. IThiis is our jBTmcs^^ 
o^ CmnimamB formed — while (he aMermen and 
twenty^fotir constitnte the Upper Jfiauae, 4U5d 
ibe lord nnyor^ presiding over the whole^ i& ilne 
M€»ereifm df the jurisdiction. 

The office of CuAxncRLALN ii^s fermerly ooti* 
sidered highly honorable^ it^s duties behig to oolr 
leift tfae city's rents, and ail «ther firofits ; ^iab to 
take cam? of aU plate^ Jewels^ botKk^ >cliarltafok9 
bequests^ Ac.^ lielcmgiiig to the city jj but we fi^d 
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that in the present day, the office is rather 
shunned than courted. Chamberlains^ however, 
possess Considerable power^ for no man can lawr 
fully commence any trade or occupation in the 
city, without appearing before one or more of 
them> with the lord mayor> and being enrolled by 
them in a book of record. There were formerly 
eight or more annually chosen ; but, of late years, 
the number has been confined to six. They are 
elected on the same day as the lord mayor, in the 
following manner : The old chamberlains present 
to the Upper House, a list of the names of 
twelve (formerly sixteen) freemen of the city, 
proper to serve the office ; from which the lord 
mayor, aldermen, and twenty- four, choose six. 
After this, however, the chief magistrate has the 
power of crossing out one of the names so chosen, 
and of substituting another in it's stead, the 
latter being termed ^^ the lord mayor's chamt^er- 
lain.'^ If any dispute should arise among the 
chamberlains, as to superiority, his lordship, if 
l^e thinks proper, may decide the point. 

In this office, the son of an alderman always 
takes precedence of a merchant or other trades- 
man ; and every new chamberlain pays, at his 
election, trix pounds thirteen^ ehiUings andfour^ 

X 
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penoey whidi smn includes ail fees, &e. Tor fhis^ 
says Drake, ^^ he is ever after reputed a gemtU^ 
m&m.^^ Jofan Dodseo, ie 1489, refused to eerve the 
irfBce, and was fined the sum of forty pounds. 

There were anciently two JBridge Masters 
fleeted, as awbtants to the ebamberlains, whose 
4uty was to take care that the bridges, which in 
foim^T times ^oeusisted chiefly of wood, were kepi 
in proper repair $ but those officers hemg discon* 
iinued in the first year of the reign id Charles 
the first, a CiU/ Steward was appointed, to 
eollaet ifae eity-s rents, &c. Mr. Atkinson, a 
most respectable architect of ¥ork^ now fills this 
4lepartment 

in addition to the preceding, is the office of 
Town Clerk. It is a place of great trust, and 
is more profitable than any other which the cor^ 
poration of York has to bestow. The candidate 
for this office must be elected in the same manner 
as the recorder, and must also be approved by 
Ihe king, before he can enter upon it. Richard 
Townend, esquire, at present occupies this offiee^ 
highly to his own credit, and to the satisfaction 
«f the public. There are likewise several inferior 
officers, oopneeted with the corporate body, but 
they are scprcely worth particularizing in this 
work. 
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t*w0 C/OHOTfEMs are eho^ten trf tlte rotes erf alf 
the BUembers of the ec^poration^ Tlldr jurist 
dictioa h for the ctty Btid ainrty^ in any part o# 
which they t>oth Itate an eqtral right t6 acf in 
tfae)r official capacity^ A third coroner is ap-t 
pointed for the liberty of St^ Peter^ but the cor* 
poration of York hare no interest in his election* 
Two CoNBTAlsLtis abo are annually chosen^ by the 
bench and privy-council^ for each parish* 



Ztttient and ^vtstnt €ouvt^. 

We have next to speak of the courts of hkitf 
tkpressly faelonging to the city of York* Of 
thesC) the sheriff's eourtsi, as anciently hetd^ tnay 
certatnly be termed the principaL They wete 
three in numfae^-The Sbisr^s' Ttm^Tke 
Caunfy CotcH— and the Court o/T Commas 
Pleas. The first was held for hujUfry kito aU 
criminal offences against the eonmeo law^ mvt 
prohibited by any statutes. The times mmi place 
of holding this court ate deseribed in the §oh 
lowing extract from Drake : *' The court of 
Sherds' Turn, mcident to that eCoe, is kept 
twice a yeai-^a month after Easter and 1£U 

12 
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ehaelmas. The sheriffs do^ by custom^ keep thii 
court at a place called the ButU, at Dringhouses' 
town end) in the weapontack of the Ancity*^^ 

The County Court was held^ to hear and de- 
termine all ciril causes under forty shillings* 
From an old manuscript respecting the city of 
Yorky the following extract i^ taken, relative to 
this court: ^^ The sheriffs of York shall have 
their county court, in the same form as other 
sheriffs of England ought to have, with all the 
freedome that belongs thereto — And, the county 
court shall be holden on the Monday, and so it 
shall be holden from month io month, without 
end.'\ 

The Court of Common Pleas was held, in 
order to determine any case whatever, cognizable 
in a court of common law. Bespecting this 
court, the manuscript already alluded to, says: 
«^ The sheriffs of the city of Yorky do keep a 
court of record, within the same city, by pre- 
scription and custom ; where they hold pleas of 
debt, for any sum whatsoever^They have their 
court both of men of the city and of strangers, 
but in several degrees. The court between 
franchised men of the city, shall be three days in 
the week, and no more : i. e. Tuesday, Thursday, 
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tndSattt£day} bat tf tibe^meW the pi^rties be a 
stranger and infranchised^ then the court shall be 
every day exoept Sunday^ for the ease of the 
stranger^ at the will of the sheriflli.^ 

Such were the courts formerly held by the 
sberiffii of York ; but ti me^ ihe great innovator^ 
has introduced a new system. The three courts 
have become consolidated^ and these officers now 
hold a court in one of the rooms at the Guildhall, 
in the city^ weekly, at their pleasure ; but gene- 
rally every TnesdQtfy where the business of theiv 
office is transacted. 

We now pass from the courts of the sheriffs^ to 
those formerly held by the Lord Mayor. They 
were very numerous, but are now also become, 
in some degree, consolidated. The same busi« 
ness is, however, transacted by the same power, 
though in a rather different form, and therefore 
a description of the several courts is requisite. 

The court of GuUd-HcM is a very ancient 
court of record, held as the name expresses, 
before the lord mayor and sheriffs of York, for 
the time being, ^^ for pleas, real, mixed, and 
personal ; and when any matter is to be argued 
or tried in this court, the recorder sits as judge^ 

Y9 
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wUk the lord mayor %u4 «berMSi, nnd §giwp$ nlm 

Tim court of Hwtmg$i ^e MtiBe m om of 
^hat qame in Crifiidlially Loodoo, was ordftined to 
^ ll^ld ey^ry |tfoodi^r T\^ priyi)«^€(| of ihi^ 
ppurt vf^re y^ry peculiarf apd are thtts deaeribed 
io lio an^sient Record : '^ In ^hki co^rt^ deedf 
fiay t^e eiirolledx f^coyev^ may be passedt 
iriUft loay 1^ pfoyed ; repleyioni writts pf error> 
|rfkt# pf right, paf^entii nrri^ts of wfutte, writts of 
l^r^jtipni ai^d wrUta pf dpwer, may be determined^ 

for any niatters within \^^ V^V Pf ^9f\^ A>4 
}l))erties thereof, 

ff Tb^ foetlMHl of porpUing deeda )• tfaus :nr 
^r»t, the parties t^at sealed j^tiedeed^ mua^^^i 
l)pfpre ^bp Iprd mayor^ pr ^ recorder and oi^ 
^^fwapi apd acknowledge i^ to be tbeif act aii4 
lieedTvaqd if a ^f^e be 9 pafty , ide is pKavii(ie4 
\>y tbeip whether i^ wps done freely by her, an4 
frithout ppmpulsioQ ; iui4 (beif his Iprdsk^ip, &.c 
|et9 VS% or t)ieir hpnds> in testioippy hereof, 
Tl^en the deed must be delivered to the clerk of 
fbe enrQlltnent#9 who wiUt at ihc cp|ir|; pext fbl? 
Rowing, papse proclamation to ^ made, if an^r 
person pan say any thing wbjr t^e said deed sha|) 
^ot be enfplJfed, ^^ then procee(|s ifi enroll 
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^ A 4teed enrolled in thb tourt of €iftfaa«i2; 
itt Terk^ is aecounted m |;#od te a fine in com«* 
mon law ; for tfant it karm the vafffe frnm €hiioiuig 
lier dbwer. 

^^ When a) will is te^ be pvered m tke court of 
euiUkaU, and il fbeir eYidenee be fall, the 
elerk of tke enrrilmeata wUl eaiet H iipeii< pe^* 
cerdi^ wbieb ifl» the besC way ef ptetil]^ wil'Ik 
touching estotes. in- the eitj ^ Yoitky and Ittkeniiea 
tiier0D<v Sec. 

*' When any perMn would* reptevy goadil ia 
York^ he must go to theprotiHMioteif3r> or elevk of 
the court, and give in the partiottlartf^ and M* 
esrity ta^ restore the goods or the value^ m ease 
vpcot a tryal it shall appear tiie same did not 
belong nnio hinn And the» the clerk will give 
a. warraiUI to one of the riurviflb' officers, to cause 
the goods to be appraised, andto deliver thenrta 
the plakitiff.^ After the appraisement made, aad 
the good» delivered) the officer must make retun 
thereof to. the clerk, &c.^ who will immediate!!^ 
thereupon, certify the record thereof into this 
court, where the same must be decided. And if 
issue shall be joined, tt> try in whom the property 
of the goods was when Ae same were taken, a 
jury mus^be summoned, to try the issue, &c.'' 

Y4 



Digitized by 



Google 



844 HISTORY OF THB 

In addition to the preceding, several minof 
courts were also formerly held, yiz.: — The 
Lord Mayor's Court, or Court of Mayor and 
Aldermen— The Court of Law and Equity-^ 
The Court for Correction of Offencea— The 
Court for determining of Pleas^— The Court of 
Orphans — The Court of Common Council-^The 
Court of Ward-mote— The Court of Hall-mote-^ 
The Court of Chamberlains— The Court of Co* 
roner8«ii»The Court of Escheator — and the Court 
of Conserration of the river Oufe. 

Some of the above courts are yet held ; and 
though the remaii^ler are not separately sum* 
moned as heretofore, the general tenor of each 
and all of them, is carefully and strictly attended 
to. For this purpose, the lord mayor sits at the 
Guildhall, for the administration of justice, as 
well in his judicial, as in his magisterial capacity, 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, between 
the hours of twelve and two^ In the admi* 
nist ration of justice, his lordship is generally at- 
tended by one or more aldermen, and the lav 
officers. 

The Court of Conservation of the River Oums, 
is, however, held before the lord mayor^ at any 
time he may appoint^ within the respective countiea 
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pear the eity. This is a very singular privilege 
jpossessed by the chief magistrate of York> aad 
therefore deserves particular notice. It is thua 
described in the old manuscript before mentioned: 
^< The lord mayor^ aldermen^ and recorder for 
the time being, four, three, or two of them, of 
whom the lord mayor and recorder always to be^ 
have the conservation, and be justices to oversee 
and keep the waters and great rivers of Ouse, 
flumber, Wharfe, Derwent, Aire, Dun, as well 
in the county of York and Lincoln, and in the 
eounty of the city of York, that is the river 
Wharfe^ from the water and river of Ouse unto 
tiie towii and bridge of Tadcaster-^D^rtc^m/, 
unto the town and bridge of Sutton — Aircy unto 
the town and pool of the milns at Knottingley — 
JDiffi, to the town and milns of Doncaster, to 
correct and amend the defect thereof, and to the 
due execution of the statutes made for the like 
purposes, according to the strength, form, and 
elSects, of the same, as well by their overseeing, 
advisements, and directions, as by inquisition to 
be taken thereupon within the liberties, and 
without, if at any time it shall be needful ; and 
tQ hear and determine upon the premises, ac* 
cording to the law and custom of the realm. 



Digitized by 



Google 



S46 SMSTOBT OF TBX 

They are also to foresee tiie stream, nilMi^ 
atankesy pales, piles, aadkUldalB, made beftne 
the time of Edward, the son of king HeBty ; aad 
those which shall be foMBd too high or strait,, to 
correct, pull dow», and meoA, according to the 
form, force, and effect, of the aforesaid statutes^ 
and according to the law «id custom aforesaid; 
and have authority to punish such as use n«- 
lawful nets, or other unlawful engnies in fishing, 
OF that take fish under size, or nnseasonably^ 
And to do and execute ail other things sinf^lar 
in the waters and riTers aforesaid, within the 
narks and limits aforesaid, as the mayor and 
citizens of the city of L&mhm ha^e used, or 
ought to do, in the water and river of ThanesL 
Vide dkari. Edward IV. attmhregm^y Hannm 



SitTM Of tf)z (titj^ Of |8arft. 

Thb arms of the city of York are reps cscn te d 
in the title-page of this work. Prior i» the 
reign of William the Conqueror, they were 
argent, & cross gules, \ix. : St. GeongeV Cross. 
The fivaLian^ we are informed, were added by 
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due Conqueror^ in memory of fire irorthy uni 
heroic migistrates, vie. : Sir Robert Clifford — 
JEfowngate — ^Talbott^ ivho afterwards became lord 
Talbott-^Laaselk^p^and Erringbam^ who long 
und resolutely defesded the city against him, till 
fiiaise obliged diem to submit. This was a very 
natnral ocourreace for the days of chivalry; 
when to confer honor, as a reward for superior 
valonr, was ennsidered the greatest virtue of n 
oonqueror. 



Sndent dlustomg. 

J)8A|LS meotions an ancient custom which waf 
formerly observed in Yorl^, on St Thomas's-day; 
i>ut which is |iow nearly forgotten. A friar of 
the priory of St. Poter ip York, used to rid^ 
({trough the city, on hondiaclc, baying his face to 
the horse's tail, with (^ rope in one hand, and n 
shoulder of mutton in the other. He bad two cakes 
Jianging, one on his back, and also another on his 
breast. {lis face, was painted like that otajew; 
and the young men of the city riding with him^ 
fhputed i/otf/", youl; whilst the oflScers preceded 
the procession, and proclaime4 thus : ^^ On t)iis 
^y$ is ^ third ^^r 9^ th§ r^igu of Wil^Am 
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the Conqueror^ the friars of the priory of St 
Peter betrayed the city> by suffering the forces of 
the^Norman to pass through their religious house, 
in the dead of night, and thus effect^ what they 
could not do by force of arms*" 

On this subject, the same writer further ob- 
serves — ^there is a tradition that the conqueror 
having raised the siege of York, accidentally mot 
with two poor friars, who had been in quest of 
provisions, and were returning laden as^ above 
described. Those friars, induced by a promise of 
reward, betrayed the city into the hands of the 
Norman ; and thus gave rise to this custom, which 
continued till the dissolution of the priory of St 
Peter* lt'9 remembrance was kept up long after- 
wards, by the artizans of the city dressing one of 
their comrades, as a friar, whom they designated 
youl. This faint representation of that ancient 
custom is, however, now no longer practised* 

Another singular custom, not more ancient, 
but certainly more cruel, still exists. St. Luke's 
day is known in York by the name of Whip^ 
Dog- Day y from a strange custom in use among 
boys here, of the lower classes, who whip all 
the dogs that are seen in the streets on that 
day. ^< Whence," says Drake, ^^ this uncommon 
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^^necution took it's rise^ is uncertain ; yety 
though it is certainly very old, I am not of 
opinion with some^ that it is as ancient M the 
Romans. The tradition that I hare heard of 
it's origin^ seems very probable, that in timed 
o^ popery> a priest celebrating mass At thiA 
festival, in some church in York, unfortunately 
dropped the paw after consecration ; which was 
snatched up suddenly, and swallowed by a dog 
that laid under the altar table. The profanation 
of this high mystery, occasioned the death of 
the dog ; and a persecution begun, and has since 
continued on this day, to be severely carried on 
against his whole tribe in our city/' 

Whatever may have been the cause of it^i^ 
origin, the practice is highly reprehensible* To 
teaze and torture those faithful animals> as we 
see it annually done, is suflBcient to drive them 
to madness; whilst the ferocious delight which 
the practice excites and nourishes in the infant 
mind, must be highly detrimental to more vir-» 
tuous impressions, and to the growth of refined 
sensibility. 

Under the impulse of those feelings, excited 
by having himself witnessed the evil effects of 
this cruel and barbarous custom, the author can« 
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not but here express a hope that the chief 
gistrate of this cit}'^ and it's priaoipal inhahitaBts^ 
will^ ere long, unitedly eirince that the sufferings 
of the animal creation are not deemed unworthjr 
of their notice; by ajudicious interference to pre* 
Yent the. continuance of a practice, repugnatit 
to those benevolent feelings which charaeteriat. 
the name of Britons. 
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APPENDIX 

TO VbL. I. 

OF THE HISTORY OF YORK, ^c. 



f.AT£8T ACTS OP PA&llAMBKT FOA CLEANSING AN]> LIGHTING THX 
STREETS, FOR IMFROnNG THE NATIGATION OF THE RIVER 
OUSB, &C* 



1% the year 176S, the following Act uhu obtained, iniituled, " An Act 
fir the better cleansing and enlightening the Streets, Lanes, and public 
Ways of the City of York, and the Suburbs thereof, and of the Liberty 
of St, Feter wiMm the said city ; and for keeping the same in Repair 
and free from Annoyance ; audfir regulating the Hackney Coachmen 
and Chairmen, Carfnen and Draymen, within the same," 



w. 



HERZAS the City of York is tbe capital dty of IVeomU^ 
the northern ports of England, and is a place of great 
resort, and much frequented by persons of distinction and fbrtune, 
whose residenGe there is of great benefit and advantage to the dtusena 
of the said dty : And whereas the streets, lanes, and puUie ways of 
the said dty, and the rabttrbs thereof, and of the liberty of St. Peter 
within the said dty, are not suffidently lighted in the ni^t->tiine, far 
the convenience or safety of the inhabitants, or of passengers therdn ; 
and the pavements of such streets, hnes, and public highways arft 
not suffidently deansed or repured, and are suljeet to many annoy- 
ances, which cannot be efibctuaUy redressed without the aidandautho* 
rity of Parliament : May it therefore please your M^esty that it may 
be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, 

Aa 
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aiKl oonmums in this present parliament assembled, and by the aatbo- 
rity of the same. That all and every occupier and oc- 
K^^ cupiera of any botise or other building, tenement, gar- 

den, or grounds adjoining to any street, lane, or public 
way, within the city, tiuborbs, or liberty aforesud ; and the church- 
wardens of each of the parishes in tjie said city and suburbs, and the 
owners, hcad-officen, governors, directors, or managers of meeting- 
houses, halls, and other public buildings «nd places within the said 
city, suburbs, or liberty, shall, from and after the first day of May, 1 763, 
twice in every week, to wit, on every Tuesday and Saturday, between 
the first day of OctiJ^r and the first Sky of May, and once in every 
week, to wit, on Saturday between the first day of May and the fint 
day of October, sweep aild cleanse, or cause to be swept and cleansed, 
all the {lavements before or against their respective houses, buildings, 
tenements, walls, gardens, and grounds, and before or against all 
churches, chapels, and other public buildings and places within the 
city, suburbs, and liberty aforesaid ; and shall respectively cause all 
the dirt and soil, which shall be upon tlidr said respective pavements, 
io be carried away from such pavements, the same day on which the 
same are hereby directed to be so swept and cleansed, before sun-set, 
on pain that each person who shall be guilty of any n^lect or default 
herein, shall forfeit 3s. 4d. for every such neglect or 
'^ de&ult, to be levied and recovered as hereafler men- 

tioned : And tliat in case any such house, buihling, 
Unoccupied tenement, garden, or grounds, sliall be unoccupied, 
and the pavements adjoining thereto sludl not be swept 
and cleansed, and the dirt and soil carried away therefVom at the times 
herein before directed, then the surveyon to be aj^inted as hereafter 
mentioned for the parish or place wherein such unoccupied house, 
building, tenement, garden, or grounds, shall be situate, shall, and are 
h^by authorized and required to cause such pavements to be swept 
Mid cleansed, and the dirt and soil to be carried away therefirom, at 
ilie times herein before directed, the expense whereof shall be charged 
to, and allowed by, the parishioners of such parish, in such surveyors' 
accounts, and the. amount of such expenses sliall be charged upon, and 
paid by, the next succeeding occ^upier or occupiers of such house, 
building, tenement, garden, or grounds, to be levied and recovered as 
hereaAer mentioned : And in case such succeeding occupier or occu- 
pien be a tenant, or tenants, then he or she shall and may, and is 
hereby authorized to deduct, out of the rent of the same premises, 
what shall have been paid or recovered from him or her on that ac- 
oount, and the same shall be allowed to him or her, by the owner or 



Digitized by 



Google 



CIJBANING THB STRI2ETS, &C. 353 

owners of sudi hoose^ buHding, tenanent, garden, or ground^ ao* 
eordingly. 

And it is heveby ftnther enacted, Tliat the mayor ^^^^ ^^^ 
and eoimnonalty of the said city, and the dean and ^^l^^fmd^* 
chapter of the cathedral and nietropoIitiGal cfaurcii of Chanter, S^e, 
St. Pteter of York, and the sub-chanter and Ticara '<* ckante, <^c. 
choral of the same church, shall cause to he swept and deanaed* on the 
respective days, and at the respectiTe* times afbresaid, all the market* 
^aces, bridges, and other pavements within the said dty and suhurfas, 
and within the said liberty, the maintaining whereof doth by usage^ 
prescription, or otherwise, respectirely belong to the said mayor and 
ooramonalty, dean and chapter, suh-dianter, and ricars choral; and 
shall cause all the dirt and soil thereof tobe carried away ftom such 
pavements, on the same day on which the same are hereby directed to 
be 80 swept, under the Hke penalty of 3s. 4d. for every i# ,^ 

n^ect or default therein, to be paid by the steward sT*^^ 
of the sttd mayor and commonalty, and the reoeivers 
respectively of the said dean and chapter, and sub-chanter, and vican 
choral, and to be levied and reoovered as hoeafter mentioned. 

And it is hereby finrther enacted. That if any person 
or persons shall throw, cast, or lay, or cause, or wil- PemdiyofAnt 
ailly suffer, to be thrown, cast, or laid, any hay or ifoy($rteesinihe 
straw, or any wood, bricks, stones, casks, scaffi>ld- '^^ ^* 
ing, gravel, whins, ashes, manure, or other obstnic* 
tions or annoyances, into or in any of Ae said streets, lanes, or 
public ways, (other than and except sudi rubbish, earth, and dirt, as 
shall be occasioned by the erecting:, repairing, or pulling down any 
building, or digging any foundation, cellar, or drain) and shall not 
cause the same to be carried away, and the pavement whereon the same 
shall have been laid to be well swept and deansed the same day before 
sun-set, and shall not also in the meantime leave sojBicient room for 
carriages to pass saf^ by the same, sudi person or persons shall fbrfdt 
and pay the sum of da. and the like sum Ibr every day he, abe, or they 
shall permit the same to continue in any such street, lane, or public 
way, to be levied and recovered ^ hereafter mentioned : And that all 
such rubbish, dirt, and other annoyances, as shall be ,^ ^j, . . 
in any such street, lane, or public way, by reason of, jSmfJn^tobe 
find during the erecting, repairmg, or pulling down renutvedassoon 
any building, or the digging any foundation, cellar, os possible, and 
or drain, shall be carried away, and the pavemaifta JSJ^iufWiS 
whereon the same shall have been laid, shall be well isJbusM. 

Aa9 
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•wept and cleansed before the end of every week, and wliile aoch ihIh. 
hifih ahall remain in any such street, lane, or puUic way, sufficient 
room shall be left fbr carriages to pass by the same; and in case sudi 
work shall not be finiahed in one week, then all such dirt, rubbish, or 
other annoyance, ahall be carried away, and the pavements whereon 
the sane shall have been kid, shall be well swept and deanaed every 
Saturday, during the continuance of such work, before sun-set; and 
Liffhi to be ^^ "^ fS^^ *>^ aofficient light ahall be placed every 
hung out in the night before 8un«eet, and kept burning all night, so 
ffuantime. ^ear the place where any heap of rubbiah^ dirt, or 

other annoyance, oocaatoned by any audi work, ahall be left, or where 
any pavements shall be broke up for any purpoae whataoever, and left 
open and unpaved after sun-set, that such place may be distinctly seen 
and avoided by passengers; on pain that any peraon to whom such 
work shall be done, or who ahall have the direction and management 

thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of lOs. for every 
^Qg^ *^ neglect or default herein, to be levied and rec o vered as 

hereafter mentioned : And that no person shall, on any 
Other Armo^'* pretence whatsoever, hoop, wash, desnae, or fire fbr 

bending, or cause to be hooped, waahed, deanaed, or 



fired for bending, any cask, tub, or other vesad ; or daughter, or ( 

to be slaughtered, any cattle, edves, sheep, lambs, or awine, in any 

iuch street, lane, way, or public passage ; or throw any dirt, nibbiah> 

dung, or other filth, into any public or private drain, vault, or sink, in 

the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, on pdn of forfeiting 

^' '* the sum of lOs. for every sndi oflfenoe, to be levied and 

recovered as hereafter mentioned: And that no person shall, on any 

pretence whatsoever, set, phu», or keep, or cause, or wilfliUy sufifcr^ 

to be set, placed, or kept, any ahop, stall, ahed, table^ 

T^ti Stalls inihe . ' , ^ i u i * • «. 

Streets. bench, or seat, or any vessd or basket, m any swa 

street, bine, or public way, fi>r the sde of firoit, toys, 
tst any other wares, (except only in the public market-placea of the 
9aid dty on market-^Iays, or fair<KlayB) on pain of forfdting the sum 
v> >^ n \. J of Ss. 4d« fbr every such ofienoe, to be levied and rec^ 
TenaUy:^sM, ^ ^te«i^;.entioned: Andd., thu»«per«« 
»hall pick or sift any dirt, dnat, or ashes, in any street, lane, or puUio 
way "within the said dty, suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, on pain of for* 
fbiting the like sum fbr every such offenoe, to be levied and recovered 

in like manner : And that no waggon, cart, w other 
Carriafres not cirriage, shall remain longer in any sudi street, lane, 
in the Streets ^ public way, then whilst the seme can be convQ^ 
^c, piently loaded or unloaded, and not afUr it is darkj 
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Iwr witbout some penoa aUe to guide the horses drawing the sane, 
nor 80 as to obetruct or hinder other carriages from safely passing bj 
the same : And that no ooach^ chaise^ cart, waggon, or other caniage^ 
4ir any part thereof, shall be set in any such street, lane, or public way 
to make or mend; and that no empty coach or chaise shall remain 
longer in any such street^ lane, or public way, than whilst the same is 
in waiting for ocHnpsny, nor without some person able to guide the 
horses drawing the same : And that no person shall tiun out or driye^ 
or cause to be turned out or driven, any horse or horses loose and un- 
guided into or in any such street, lane, or pubhc way : And that no 
flriver of any coach, chaise, waggon, cart, or other wheel carriage or 
dray, nor any person or persons riding or leading any horse or horsey 
shall, without necessity, drive, ride, or lead the same upon the flag-- 
atones designed fbr foot-passengers, or so near the houses in any of the 
said streets, lanes, or public ways, that foot-passengers cannot safely 
pass by the same, on pain that any driver of any such coach, chais^ 
csrt, waggon, or other cprrii^gey w ^ny coach-maker, wheel- wright, or 
other person, who shall, by act or wilful de&ult, offend in the pre- 
mises, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 5s. for each ^^ n , ^ 
offenoe, to be levied and recovered as hereafter men- ^^ ^ ^ 
tioned. 

And for the keeping ihe pavements of the said dty, 
suburbs, and liberty, in good repair and order. Be it ^"'P*^^ 
further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all TencTnents U 
and every occupier or occupiers of any house, building, keep their 
garden, or grounds, a4Joining to any street, lane or -Pflf^Jw^"^ » 
paUic way within the dty, suburbs, or liberty afore- ^^""'' 
flBid, and the owner or owners of any such house, building, garden, or 
grounds, being empty, or untenanted, or unoccupied, respectively, and 
the diurchwardens of each of the psrish churches within the said dty, 
and the owners, governors, directors, wardens, or managers of all 
meeting-houses, halls, or public buildings, within the dty, suburbia 
and liberty aforesaid, shall, before the 99th day of September, 1763, 
put into good and suffident repair, and from thenceforth keq> well and 
Buffidently repaired, all the pavements within the said dty, suburbs^ 
and liberty, which, by tenure, usage, or otherwise, ought to be by them 
respectively repaired and jnaintained: And also that the mayor and 
iwmmonalty of the said dty, and the said dean and chapter, and the 
ssid snb-dumter and vicars choral of the said liberty, respectively^ 
shall, before the 29th day of Sq>tember, 1763, cause all the pavement! 
within the said dty^ suburbs, and Hberty, whidjiy by tenure, usage, or 
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otfaerwiae^ ouglit Id be repaired and roalntained at the diarges t^ die 
aaid mayor and OHninonalty, dean and ^bxpUr, nub-chanter^ and ricars 
cboral^ respectively, to be put into like good and snfBdent lepair, and 
fiom thenceforth to be kept well and sufficiently repaired ; And that 
when any pavement in the aud dty, sabarbsy or liberty, shall be laid 
anew, or repaired, the same shall be laid upon a level with the a^ioin* 
ing pavements on each side thereof, and with a sufficient slope for the 
water to run off towards the channel ; and in eaae any such occupiers 
or owners, church-wardens, governors, directors, or managers as afore- 
said, shall neglect to repair and make good such pavements in manner 
aforesaid, for the space of ten days after notice given thereof to the 
person or persons, body politic or corporate, who ought to maintain 
such pavement, (which notice the mayor, or any justice of the peace 
of the said dty, or any justice of the peace fbr the said Hberty> 
or the surveyors to be nominated or appointed as hereafter men« 
tioned, or any of them, sre or is hereby required to ^ve, or cause 
to be given) then the surveyors of the respective pariahea and places 
wherdn such neglect or default shall be, or any two or more jus* 
tioes of the peace within whose jurisdiction such pavements shall lie, 
shall and may, and they are hereby authorised and required to order 
and sppoint such person or persons, as they respectively shall think fit, 
cfiectnally to repair and make good the same, or cause the same to be 
M> repaized and made good, at the charges of such occupier or occu- 
^rs, owner or owners, chmrchwardens, governors, directors, ormsr* 
nagers, respectively, who is or are respectively Uabk by law, to repair 
and make good the same : And in caae any such person or persons, so 
liable, shall refuse to pay the charges of such paving or repairing as 
aforesaid upon demand, any two or more such justices shsll and may, 
and are hereby authorized and required, by warrant under thdr hands 
and seals, to levy and raise, by distress and sale of the goods and chat* 
tels of the person or persons so reftusing, such sum of money as will 
atiswer and pay the charges and expenses of such paving and repairing 
as aforesaid, and also the charges and expenses attending such distress 
and sale, leaving the overplus in the hands of the constable, for the 
use of the owner or owners of such goods and chattels : And in case of 
such default in the said mayor and commonalty, dean and chapter, or 
sub-chanter and vicars choral, respectively, such penalty shall be paid 
by and levied upon their several officer or agent, called the dty 
steward, or receivers of the said dean and chapter, sub-chanter, an 
vicars choraL 
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And it is hereby Airther enacted. That when any Patemetds 
pavement In the said city, suburbs, or liberty, shall be taken upfbr 
taken up for the purpose of kying, fixing, or repairing, ^^^^^^^^^^j 
any pipe <» {Hpes under the same, for conveying water again. 
from the water-works in the said city to any house or 
building, the pavement so taken up shall, within one day after such 
pipe or pipes is or are so laid, fixed, or repaired, be well and sufficiently 
renewed and made firm and level with the rest of such pavement, to 
the satisfiustion of the person or persons, body politic or ooiporate, who. 
shall by law be bound to keep such pavement in repair ; and in the 
meantime, until the same is repaired, the owner, i^ent, or manager of 
such water-worlds, shall, at his own charges, fix up a sufficient light so 
near the phue so dug up, that the same may be distinctly seen, and 
shall continue such light fh>m sun-set to sun-rising, on pain that such 
owner, agent, or manager of such water-works shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of lOs. for every neglect or default in not q p ^^ f 
fio repairing any JNivement so dug up, or not fixing up iqj. for each 
and continuing such light as aforesaid, to be levied and . neglect, 
recovered as hereafter mentioned. 

Provided always. That it shall and may be lawful Causeways in 
ibr the said mayor and commonalty to cause any of the the Suhiirbs 
foads m the suburbs of the said dty, whidi they so ^^y ^ thrown 
Cfught to repair as afi>reBaid, to be thrown up and co- J^ gravel!^ 
vered with stone and gravel in the manner of turnpike- 
nods, so as such roads be kept constantly weU covered with good 
gravel, and in good order and condition, on the penalty 4i[ft?rff?aidB 

Provided also,. That nothing herein contained shall 

extend to charge any person or body corporate with the 

repairs of any such streets, or public passages or places, who or which 

is not by law now chargeable with the repairs thereofl 

And it is hereby further enacted. That the wheels ^^^ , ^ 
, . « , Wheels of 

of every waggon, cart, or other carriage of the like Wagons, S^. 

kind, kept or used for carrying goods or other things to have Fellies 

for hire, withm the said dty, suburbs, «f liberty ; and '"^ '"^^' «"'^^- 

the wheels of every waggon, cart, or other such carriage, in which 

bricks, tiles, stones, or gravel shall be carried within the said dty, 

suburbs, or liberty ; or in which coals are carried from the river Ouse. 

or any ooal-yards in the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, to be delivered 

in the same dty, suburbs, or liberty; and the wheels of every dray, 

rully, or other carrii^e of the like construction, or used or to be used 

fir ^e like purposis as ruUiea are now used for, and which shall be 
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Arawn alid utfed within the said dty or the sabioite tl^^ orfitiaty 
sfbresaid^ for hire, shall, after the 5th day of Aprils 1764, be made 
with felliea dx inches broad at the leaaty and of a flat e?en anrfhoe ia 

ererypartofiQchfelliea; and alao that no mote than 
nn more^h^ one ton of any sort of liquid ahall be drawn at one time 
atte Ton of Li- upon any sach rally, or other catiiage of the like con- 
^id at one atmction aa rulliea, on pain that the owner or ownera^ 

driver or drivers, of any such waggon, cart, dray, mUy^ 
cr other carriage of the like oonatraction, used or to be naed for hire 
finr the like purposes fbr which rallies are now used, and which shall 
be so used or drawn after the said 5th day of April, 1764, with any 
wheel or wheels, the felliea of which shall be leas than six incfa« 
bcoad, and not of a flat even surfiuse in every pert thereof, and the 
owner or ownets, driver or drivers, of any such rully, or other carriage 
of the like construction, on which more than one ton of any sort of 
%aid shall be drawn at one time, shall respectively, for every offence, 

Oa Penaiiy of *"^^* '^^ Wt ^^ «»» of 6a. to be levied and reoa- 
St* each, vered as aforesaid. 

And for the better lighting the said dty and 
Lampi. aoburbs, and liberty aforesaid, in the ni^t-time, be 

it ftu*ther enacted by the authority aforesaid. That, fiom and after the 
S5th day of June, 1763, such a number of lamps aa are particularly 
mentioned in the sdiedule hereunto annexed, marked with the letters 
A A, and intituled, A schedule, $homng the number qflampt to bejixed 
vp and lighted in each parish and place within the city of York, tutmrbt 
thereof y and liberty of St. Peter, within the said city, with the distances 
at which the same are to be fixed in the principal streets and places, shall 
be provided by such parochial rates and assessments aa are hereafter 
expressed, in the several and respective parishes and phtoea within the 
asid dty, and the suburbs thereof, and within the sdd liboty ; and 
that all such lampa diall be bell lamps, and eleven indies in diameter, 
and all as near aa possible of the ssme kind and goodness in all respects, 
and shall be dther fixed with irons against the walla of the streets, 
lanes, and public ways of the said respective parishes or places, or upon 
strong posts At to support the same ; and that, from and after the first 
day of October, 1763, all sudi lamps shall be lighted at sun-aet every 
civening, and kept burning till twilight every morning, from the fim 
day 0^ October to the Slst day of March indudve in every year, and 
during the week of the annual horse-raoea at or near York ; and audi 
■nmber of lamps shall be so provided for and kept ilxed up as afbre* 
aaid ift eack of the add puiahes and places within the asid dty. 
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taiburbs, and liWty^ as is particularly specified and expressed in tlie 
Baid schedule herein before referred to as aforesaid. And it is hereby 
further enacted^ That^ in such streets and places where the distance 
between one lamp and another is not fixed by the said schedule, not 
exceeding forty yards on the same side of the way, the lamps shall be 
placed in such places, and at such distances, within the said dty and ' 
suburbs, as the three aldermen of the respective wards in which such 
atreets and places shall be respectively situated, and the two surveyors, 
and one of the collectors for the time being, to be appointed in pur« 
suance of this act for such respective parishes^ or the migor part ot 
them ; and, within the said liberty, as two justices of the peace of the 
said libtf ty (one of whom to be the dean or a residentiary of the said 
cathedral church) and the two surveyors thereof, or the migor part of 
them, shall think fit, so as no such Ismp be fixed &rther from the end 
of each such parish in the said dty and suburbs than twenty yards; 
and that the said aldermen, surveyors, and collectors, respectively, or 
the major part of them, if they find it necessary, may add any number 
of lamps, not exceeding two In eadi or any of the parishes in the said 
dty and suburbs, to the number specified in the schedule hereunto 
annexed ; and that such two justices and surveyors of the said liberty, 
or the msgor part of them, may add any number of lamps, not exceed- 
ing five in the said liberty more than the number respecting them in 
the said annexed schedule. 

And it is hereby fhrther enacted. That the charges of purchasing 
and providing such a number of lamps as shall be necessary to bepur- 
diased, to make up die number to be fixed and set up in each of the 
said parishes and places within the dty, suburbs, and liberty afbresald, 
and the irons, posts, and other materials necessary and requisite for 
fixing and supporting the same, as well as the charges of lighting, at-* 
tending, and dressing all the lamps in the said respective parishes and 
places, shall be paid out of the first year's rate or assessment which 
shall be made upon the said parishes and places respectivdy, as here- 
after mentioned; and the future charges of lighting, attending, dress* 
ing, and repairing all such lamps in each of the said parishes and 
places, from time to time, shalr be pdd by and out of the annual 
lates and assessments* to be made upon the said respective parishes and 
places, as hereafter mentioned., 
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Parishioners Sf ^ And ibr the better and more efiectiud execatioQ ef 

'i^^d^%\ flife act, and for defraying the expense of buying, set- 

vearS^npwar^ ^ing up, and maintaining €[ie said lamps, and supply- 

*To choose 5Kr- in^ the same with proper materials, it is hereby further 

t2*^ ^ ^ enacted. That the inhabitants of dach of the parishes 
Street^ ^alio , ' , . , , ^ , ., . 1 ^, % 

Jissessors and ^^ extraF-parochial places of the said city of i ork, 

Colfeciors of ^nd the suburbs thereof, and of the hberty of St. Peter 

^* Within the said city, who shall be rated and assessed 

' to the land-tax at four pounds by the year, or upwards, for any (ene- 

inent or. tenements in each such parishes or places respectively, or in 

the said liheriy, and Vio other person or persons, are hereby authorized, 

cmpoweined, and required to assemble and meet on the ^t Wednesday 

'in f/iKRe, 17(13, and on the firet Wednesday in June in every year fol- 

lowirig, between the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon^ in the 

' vestry of their respective parish churches, or in some other proper 

. place (public notice having been first given thereof in 

jrivetu ^^ respective pariah churdies of the said dty and 

suburbs, on the Sunday next before such intended 

meeting, immediately after divine service, and in the sessions-hall, or 

' court-house, for the liberty of St. Peter aforesaid, at the general quarter 

'sessions fbr the said liberty, or any adjournment Uiereof next pre- 

'^oeding Che said first Wednesday in June in every year ; which notice 

l!he churchwardens of eacli such parish, and the derk of the peace for 

ihe said hberty, at such sessions or the adjournment thereof, shall, and 

are hereby required to cause to be given;) and on the day of such fiist 

meeting, or on any other day or days before the S5th day of the same 

month of June f (of which the like pubh'c notice shall be given as afbre- 

-said) the said inliabitants so assembled, or the major part of them, 

shall and may, and are hereby required to nominate and a|^int four 

substantial inhabitants of each of the said respective parishes, and of 

the said liberty, respectively, then being householders in the parish or 

place for which they shall be so appointed, and liable to serve parish 

' offices therein, two of which fbur persons shall be appointed by the 

inhabitants of the said parishes, places, and liberty, respectively, to be 

'surveyors of the streets, lanes, and public ways witliin the respective 

parishes and limits for vihich they shall be so chosen and appointed to 

^aforesaid, and also assessors of the rates and assessments to be made 

upon the said respective parishes and places, for the purposes hereafter 

mentioned ; and the other two of such fbur persons, so to be nomi- 

sated, shall, by the rest of such inhabitants respectively so assemble, 

«r the nuyor part of them, ht appoiated collectors of the same rates 
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wpA duties; «Dd sach resj^tlvie pei90p(i|, so to b^ •ppoii^tcd suxreyor^ 
pfsuch streets^ lanes, and public wa^^ ar^ hereby autbori^ ai^d re^ 
quired to cause this act^ and every clause and provision barein^ to bf 
duly; observed and put in ^ecution witlu9 theiji^ several parishes am} 
limits, respectively, and the several forfeitures ai^ peqaltiea whicb 
ahaU or may become due or payable fjf>i the brcac^ tjiereo^ by i^rtu^ 
of this act, to be duly levi^, recovered, and i|pplied» fVpm time to 
time, according to the tme intent and meaniin^ of this act : And suck 
surveyors a^d collectors respectively, ^ to be nominated and appointed, 
abaU serve and execute the said offices and e^nployn^enta respectively 
taxfn, th^ S5th day pf June in each year, foi; pne -^hole year next en- 
puing, and tiU other sy^ch pjfficers sha^ be so nominated and appointed 
in their roon:^ : And in case any person, 90 nominated ,- ^ -. 
4>T appoin^d, shall happ^^ ^9 die or remove out of the j)^aff^ a^ 
said ptfudah of place, fo which he was 90 appointed sur- others to be 
▼eyoif o^ collector as aforesaid, be^ve his year is ex- ^A^*^* 
pjred, or ^hall refttse ^ ^^glect to t^ke upon him ^uch office ; in an j 
pf those cf^s the churchwardens of the parish or place fyt which suck 
person, so, 4yui& reuioved^ or ^efhsing to act (i^ case such parish or 
place be within die said city or suburbs) (>n the i^ext Sundtuf after such 
vaouK^ shall have happened ; and the ^k of the pe^ fi)r the said 
liberty (in case such vacancy shall ^ppeu int^ifi thp same) at the ^ext 
general quarter-sessions for the said Uberty, ox any a^ournmept pre- 
yious thereto^ shall give such public notice, aa herej^ before mentipnec|, 
f|f such vacancy, and pf the day on which such inhabitants as afore* 
«aid 9f the same parish oif plfice are required to meet to supply the 
same ; and such inhabitants ^ afi>resaid of the same parish or place 
shall and may, and are hereby require^ to focet, on the day for whic)& 
yuch notice shall be so given, in the vestry of the same parish, or in 
such other proper place as aforesaid, an4 then and there t|iey, or the 
major part of them, shall nominate and appoint some other substantial 
^householder of the saxnc parish or place, liaUe to serve parish officer 
as aforesaid, to supply such vacancy along with the other surveyor or 
oollector (as the case may luqipen to be) of the some parish or place, 
till the aimual day of election of surveyors and ooUeetors then next 
ensuing ; and to act in the meantime with the same power and au«« 
thority in all respects, as if such person had been nominated one oi the 
IBud suryeyora at such annual day of election as aforesaid. And it ia^ 
hereby further enacted. That every person, who shall be ao annually 
iiopinateji and appointed to any such office or employpaent aa afore* 
wid| or who shall be so nominated and appointed in the room of any 

Sb9 
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other perton to dyiiigy ranoTed^ or reftunug to ut, duJI, within im 
days after sudi appointment, accept of aach office or employment to 
%rhich be ahall be ao appointed in purauanoe of tbia act^ and aignify 
ancb bia acceptance bj writing under bia band, in the public book to 
be kept fbr tbe purpoae of entering tbe acoounta of aucb anrveyora in 
eacb of tbe aaid pariabea and placea ; and if any peraon, ao nominated 
imd appointed, abaU n^lect or refuae ao to accept of tbe office or em- 
ployment to wbicb be aball be ao appointed in pursuance of tbia act, 
aucb peraon, ao neglecting or refuaing, aball forfeit the 
^S Bum of 5/, to be levied and recovered aa bereafter 

mentioned, and to be paid to tbe acting surveyor or 
anrveyon of tbe same pariab, to go and be applied for and towarda tbe 
cxpcnae of ligbting and maintaining tbe lampa in tbe parish or place 
for which ailcb person bath ao neglected or refUsed to aerve. 

And it ia hereby Airtber enacted. That ao much of 
Fi^Itob^ the atreet oalled New^Sireef, otherwiae Cumherland^ 
nexedio certain Bow, aa ia deemed to be extraparochial, ahall be con- 
f^rUhesfor^ atrued and taken to be within the parish of 5^. Jfor. 
5JJ^**^ ^ Hn, Conetf'Streetj in the aaid dty, for all the purpoaes 
of tbia act, and shall be within the survey of the sur<« 
'veyors of the said parish of St Martin, herein before mentioned; 
and that the place called Mint-Yardf and so much of tbe street called 
JLendal, aa is deemed to be extraparochial, ahall be construed and taken 
to be within the parish of St. Wilfred in the said city, for all the pup- 
-poses of this act, and shall be within the survey of the surveyors of tbe 
(uiid parish of St, Wilfred herein before mentioned, in the same manner 
as if tbe aaid respective placea had been anciently within the said 
respective parishes : But that to aU other purposes to which this act 
doth not extend, the aaid respective places, or so much thereof as is or 
are now extraparochial, shall from henceforth continue and remain aa if 
this act bad not been made, any thing herein Qontained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

' And it is hereby ftirtherenact'^d. That fWxn and afle# 

made l^ the ^® """^ *^^ ^^7 of June^ 1 763, the several persons who 
Surveyors for shall be nominated and appointed surveyors of the aaid 
providing and respective parishes and liberty, shall, within fourteen 
^Hf" *^ i*' ^yg nftgy ^^y gjjj|i \^ gQ rcspcctively appointed in 
every year, meet at some public place within their respective pariabea 
and limits, (notice of every such meeting being always given in their 
respective parish churches as aforesaid, for the said city and auburbi,* 
' {b^ Sunday next before such vaeeting^ immediately after di^iae \ 
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«Dd in the said senioiis-ba]]^ tv ooat^-hoofle^ fbr the said liberty^ three 
days before every such meeting; which notice the surveyors of each of 
the said respective parishes, or one of them, and the constable of the 
said liberty, are or is hereby required to give or cause to be given) and 
then and there the said surveyors, or one of them, together with such 
other parishioners and inhabitants of their said respective parishes, and 
of the said liberty, respectively, being then assessed to the land-tax 
«i 4^ by the year, or upwards,^ as shall be there assembled, or the 
major part of them, shall and may, and are hereby empowered and re- 
quired to make a rate or assessment upon all houses and public or pri-i 
vate buildings of every kind, which, at the time of the making of any 
such rate, are assessed or assessable to the land-tax (courts of justice, 
hospitals, alms-houses, and work-houses for the poor, only excepted ;) 
and upon all frontsteads, yards, orchards, and gardens, assessed or 
assessable to the land-tax, sftuate, lying, and being within the said pa- 
Tishes respectively, and within the said liberty ; such rate and assess- 
ment to be a charge upon the occupier or occupiers of the premises so 
rated, in case there be a known occupier or occupiers thereof; and if 
not, then to be a charge upon the owner or owners thereof respectively; 
and in case of such public buildings, then to be a charge upon any 
person or persons who shall act as owner or owners, governor or go- 
▼emors, director or directors thereof respectively, and to be made by 
an equal pound-rate in proportion as the same premises are or shall be 
assessed to the land-tax ; which rate and assessment, when so made in 
pursuance of this act, together with a duplicate thereof, shall be signed 
and confirmed by two or more justices of the peace of the said city and 
county of the same, for and in respect of the respective parishes in the 
aaid dty and suburbs, and by two justices of the peace of the said Ii« 
berty, for and in respect of the said liberty. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That after such rp t^ n ^ 
rate or assessment shall be so made and confirmed as Quarteriy. 
aforesaid, one part thereof, so signed and confirmed, 
shall be kept by the said surveyors, or one of them-, and the duplicate 
thereof, 80 signed and confirmed,' shall be delivered by the said sur- 
veyon, or one of them, to the two persons who shall then be collectors, 
appointed as aforesaid, of the rates and assessments to be made by, yir- 
tue of this act ; and such oollectora, or one of them, are hereby re-« 
quired, without any other warrant, to demand and collect quarterly 
the several sums specified in such rate or assessment, of and from the 
eeveral persons who ought to pay the same by the true meaning of this 
^iCt, and to give receipts^ In writing under their hands, (if required) 
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for what they shall so receive; and the same, when so collected andt 
received^ shall be paid oyer (quarterly by the said collectors^ or one of 
thcnij to the then surveyors of the same parish or place for which^ such. 
r«.tc shall have been madcj to be applied as hereafter is directed ; which 
said surveyors shall give receipts^ in writing under their hand^^ to the 
tiaid collectors for what they shall so receive. 

^ And it is hereby further enacted;^ That if in any 

App^ment P®™^ ^ P^«*> parishSs or places, within the said dty, 
^Surveyors suburbs, or liberty aforesaid, no such surveyors shail 
h Parishes, \^ appointed in any year, within the time herein before 
PQ^^ mnited and prescribed for that purpose^ or such an-^. 

nual rate shall not be made^ aa is herein be&re di-^ 
rected, withhi the time for that purpose herein before Hmited, thea 
the mayor and any two other justices of th^ peace of the said city and 
county of the same, (in case such default ahall be in any of the pa» 
rishes of the said dty and suburbs) or any two such justices of the 
said liberty^ (in case such de&ult shall be in any place within the said 
liberty) shall and may nominate and appoint two of the ^ost sub- 
stantial inhabitants of the respective parish or place, parishes or places^ 
wherdn such default shall be, liable to serve parish offices therein, to 
be the surveyors for such respective paridi or parishes, place or places^ 
till the then next annual day of election o£ surveyors as aforesaid^ 
which surveyors, so by the said justices to be ap|ointed, shall l^lve the 
pame powers and authority, and shall be subjeft \o the same nenaltiea 
«nd forfeitures in all respects, as if they had been nominate^ by the 
psrishioners and inhabitants of such parish or p}ace as aforesaid i and 
A J ^L tn - in ^^^ such annual rate or assessment shall not be 
Case of Default made as aforesaid^ for any parish or place, parishes oc 
of making places, within the said dty or suburbs, within the^ 
'*^^'' time herdn before limited for that purpose, then thft 

^aid mayor, or any two other justices of the peace of the said dty and 
eounty of the same, (in case such rate shall be neglected to be made i 
any of the parishes of the said dty or suburbs) or any two justices of 
the said liberty, (in case such rate shall be so neglected to be made in 
the said liberty) shall and may, and are hereby authori^ and re^ 
quired to make and settle such rates and assessments^ as ought to havjp 
been made by the said surveyors, ^n each such paridb or plape within 
the said dty at suburhs, or liberty aforesaid^ by the true n^eaning of 
Uus act ; which rates and assessng^ent, so in^de by the said justioea 
rcq[)ectively, shaD, in those cases, bo as t^4 ^d effectual, to jfdl ig^ 
t^nts and purposes^ to be deouuidedj collected^ and Ipvied^ as if tltf^ 
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Xnd such justices respectively shall also, in such cases only, nominate 
«nd appoint two suhstantial inhabitants of such respective parishes and 
|)laces as aforesaid, to he collectors «f the rates so by them to be made 
«8 aforesaid ; and audi surveyors aad collectors, do by them to be no* 
inhutted and appointed as aforesaid, 45hall and are hereby required to 
take upon them the eaid offices respectively, end to execute the came 
in all respeds as if they had been nominated by such .parishes «nd 
{ilaces tespectively^ on pain of forfeiting the like penalcics as are herein 
h^bre inflicted Ibr neglecting or refusing to execute sbch dffites 
respectively, * upon the nomination of the said respective, paridiionera 
and inhabitaBts thereto. 

And it is hereby fUrther enacted. That if any penon or persbns, by 
whom any such notice ought to be given as aforesaid, shall wilf\illy re« 
fbse or n^lect to give, or cause to be given, such notice in the proper 
parish church of the said city and suburb^ or in such sessions^hall, or 
by the constable for the said liberty, as is herein before directed or rc« 
quired, ar to ^ussess or collect sach rates and assessments as aforesaid, 
being thereunto appointed as aforesaid, every such person shall, for 
every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five 
. pounds, to be leviedand recovered as herein after men- Penally for not 
• ,. , ,1. ^ 1. 1. . ^'WBtf- Notice. 

tioned, to be apphed towards the expense of lighting 

the lamps in tlie parish or place in respect whereof 
such ofilnce shall be committed. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That in case any jj^^, ^^ ^./^ 
person <x persons, so rated and assessed as aforesaid, viedbyDistnu 
shall refuse or neglect to pay the sum or sums of ^^^'^ ^ 
money at which he, she, or they shall be so rated or 
assessed, for the space of four days after the same shall be demanded 
as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawfid to and for the said collectors 
Teq>cctively, by warrant under the hands and seals of two or more of 
the justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction the party or parties 
so neglecting or refhsing shall respectively reside, to levy the money, 
so refused or neglected to be paid, by distress and sale of the gooda 
and chattels of tlie person or persons so refusing or neglecting, together 
with all the costs and charges of such distress and sale, rendering tha 
overplus (if any be) to the owner or owners of such goods and chattels. 

And it is hereby farther enacted,. That in case any 
money, received by any such collector or collectors, by fluencies io te 
▼irtuc of any such rate or assessment, shall at any tune fHadc up hy m^ 
be lost by the insolvency of amy si^ch collector or col- ^cssnu7U% 
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ledan^ then a new or odditional assessment or assessments shall \m 
made by the surveyors for the time being, and parishioners of the ssme 
parish, or inhabitants of the said liberty^ where snch loss shall hajK- 
pen, or the major part of them, at a public meeting to be by than hdd 
fbr that purpose, (such notice ha>ing been first given thereof by suck 
■ocrveyors as aforesaid) for the supplying and making up such loss or 
deficiency, and also the charges necessarily occasioned by or on acoonnt 
«f thepame. 

^^. . And whereas several houses in the said dty an^ 

Case ofHmtses ^"^^^^9 <^<1 i^^ the said hberty, are, by the landlord* 
iet in Mcvertd at owners thereof^ let out in divers tenements to se* 
nMUTene-' TCral tenants, whereby it is difficult to rate and 
such houses, or to recover such rates and 



nhen made, fbr remedy whereof be it enacted by the authority afore- 
■dd. That the owner or owners of all such houses or tenements^ whidl 
afaall be so let to or occupied by two or more tenants, shall and may be 
lated and assessed in and towards any annual rate or assessment to be 
Blade, as herein before directed ; and the sum or sums, at which the 
respective owners of such houses or tenements shall be so rated, shall 
be demanded of, and shall be liable to be paid by, any two or more of 
the occupiers of any part or parts of such houses or tenements : And 
in case any occupier or occupiers of any part of such houses or tene- 
ments shall refuse or neglect to pay the same for the space of jfoor days 
after the same shall be demanded, then the same, or so much thereof 
as shall not be so paid, shall be levied by distress and sale of the 
goods or chattels of- him, her, or them so refusing, in like manner as 
ether like rates and assessments may be levied and recovered by virtue 
of this act ; and such occupier or occupiers of such houses or teneihenfif^ 
is and arc hereby required to pay the sum or sums of money, which 
shall be so rated and assessed on the owner or owners thereof in pur* 
nance of this act; and such occupier or occupiers is and are hoeby 
authorized to deduct the same out of his, her, or their rent, (unless 
there be an actual agri^x^mcnt between them and their respective land- 
lords to the contrary) and the said landlords, both mediate and inmie« 
diate,' according to their respective interests, are hereby required to 
allow such deductions and payments upon receipt of the residue of 
their rents; and every tenant paying such asst'&anent or asscssmen^^ 
shall be acquitted and discharged for so much money as the said a»% 
BOBsment or assessments shall amount unto, in the same manner as if 
the same had been actually paid to such person or persons to whom 
l^, hsf, or ti^eir rent should have been dne ajgid payable, so as dMCs 
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be no sucb agreement between such respectire tenants and their land* 
lords to the contrary. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- /^ ^^^^ ^f q^^ • 
s^d. That when any person or persons shall come into, eupiers remov* 
or occupy any house^ ground, or tenement, chargeable ^^y^^^f^^ohe 
with any assessment by virtue of this act, out of or 
from which any other person, so assessed, shall be removed, or which^ 
at the time of making such assessment, was empty or unoccupied, thiMt 
then every person so removing from, and every person so coming into 
or occupying the same, shall be liable to pay to such assessment in 
proportion to the time that such person occupied the same respectively, 
in the same manner, and under the like penalty of distress, as if such 
person so removing had not removed, or such person so coming ia of 
occupying had been originally rated in such assessmei^t ; which said 
proportion, in case of dispute, shall be ascertained and detenmoed by 
two or more justices of the peace within whose jurisdiction such assess* 
ment shall be due and payable. 

And itMs hereby further enacted. That it shall and 'Survey or4 io 
may be lawful for the said surveyors of the said re- contract for 
spective parishes within the said city and suburbs, -^'"/w> ^<^' 
and for the said surveyors of the said liberty, with the consent of the 
major part of the parishioners of such respective parishes, and of the 
inliabitants of the said liberty, respectively assembled at a public meet- 
ing, (after notice thereof, given as aforesaid, three days before such 
meeting) to contract with any person or persons for the lamps herein 
before directed to be provided in each of the said parishes and places 
respectively, and for proper irons and posts for fixing the same on, and 
for finding and providing the said lamps with all requisite and ne- 
cessary materials ; and for lighting, attending, dress- ^ . ^, .. , 
ing, and repairing tlie same, according to the tenor ♦. ^J^^ 
and purport of this act, for any time not exceeding one 
year, so as ten days notice at least be given by writing, to be fixed up 
at the Guildhall in the said city, for the said city and suburbs, and at. 
the sessions-hall of the said liberty, for the same liberty, for all persons, 
willing to undertake the lighting of the streets, lanes, and public ways, 
of such respective parishes and places, according to the true intent and. 
meaning of this act, to make proposals for that purpose to the said 
surveyors, at a. certain time and pkce in such notice to be mentioned. . 
Provided, That any person so employed by such sur- 
veyors shall and may at any time be discharged, for dilcha^^or 
misbehaviour or neglect of duty, by the said surveyors. Misbehaviour. 

Cc 
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or by the said porishionen and inhabitaiits of the said parish or plaM 
fbr which he shall be so employed^ or the maior part of them^ assembled 
at any public meeting; and that any person or persons may be em- 
l^ed as afbresaid, in the room of the person so discharged ; and any 
such discharge, being made or confirmed by such parishioners and in- 
habitants, shall and is hereby declared to be a determination of such 
contract as to any such person so discharged : And in case any difibr- 
ences shall arise between such surveyors^ or such parishioners and in- 
habitants, and any person so discharged fbr misbehaviour or neglect of 
duty, concerning such contract, or concerning the money which shall 
have become due to him before such discharge, the same shall be heard 
by any two Justices of the peace (one of them being of the quorum) 
within whose jurisdiction such difference shall arise, who shall make 
such adjudication of the matters in dispute, as shall appear to them to 
be just : And in case there be no appeal, or if, upon an appeal to the 
next quarter-sessions, the sentence of the said justices be th^e con- 
firmed, such sentence shall' be final and conclusive to all intents. 

, And be it further enacted by the authority afbre- 

^cowiU. ' * ^^* '^it^i the said respective surveyors, for the said 
respective parishes and places, shall keep proper books 
of accounts, in which shall be duly and fairly entered^ fh>m time to 
time, all the money by them respectively received, paid, and disbursed, 
under or in pursuance of this act, distinguishing the times when> and 
of whom^ by whom, to whom, and on what account, such money shall 
be so received, paid^ and disbursed ; which books shall and may be 
produced to, and inspected by^ the parishioners and inhabitants of the 
respective parishes and places concerned therein, at any public meeting 
to be held in pursuance of this act: And the said respective surveyors, 
and also the respective collectors of the said rates and assessments, and 
every person who shall receive any money, by virtue of this act, fbr 
(he purposes aforesaid, shall, from time to time, and as often as the 
parishioners and inhabitants of the respective parishes and places afore- 
said, assembled at any public meeting for the purposes aforesaid, or the 
major part of them, shall require, or at least once in the year, and 
within fourteen days after new surveyors and collectors shall be chosen, 
make and render to such respective parishioners and inhabitants so as- 
sembled, or the major part of them, a true and perfect account (to be. 
confirmed by the oath of such person or persons, or upon his or their 
solemn affirmation, (if he or they be of die people called Quakers) 
which oath or affirmation, the mayor, or any one justice of the peace of 
the '^d city and coiinty of the same, and any justice of the said 
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uberiy, respectively^ is hereby authorized and reqiured to administer, 
of all sums of money by such x>erBon or persons collected or received^ 
or which shall have come to their hands respectively^ or which shall 
have been rated and assessed as aforesaid^ and not received^ and all 
other matters and things committed to their charge^ by virtue or under 
the authority of this act ; and shall pay and deliver all the money 
which shall remain in their hands respectively^ at the time of such ac- 
counts, to the acting surveyors then appointed by virtue of this act^ 
and acting for the parish or place, to whose use toch money ought to 
be applied : And in case any such surveyor, collector^ or other person, 
shall refuse or neglect to account for and pay all such money accord- 
ingly, every such surveyor, collector, or other person, so refusing or 
n^lecting, shall, for every such offence, refdsal, or ^^^.^ 
neglect, forfeit and pay the sum of iOL and any two accoi^lnig, 
or more justices of the peace, (one being of the quorum ) 
within whose jurisdiction such money ought to be so accounted fbtr 
and paid, shall and may cause all and every such sum and sums of 
money, as shall so remain in the hands of each such surveyor, collector, 
or other person or persons, at the time of such account as aforesaid, as 
also the said penalty or sum of 40/, to be, from time to time, levied by 
distress and sale of the goods and chattels of each such surveyor, col- 
lector, or other person or persons respectively, rendering to the owner 
the overplus (if any) after the charges of such distress and sale de- 
ducted ; and in case no sufficient distress can be found, then such 
justices shall and may commit each such surveyor, collector, or other 
person or persons respectively, to the common jail, there to remain 
without bail or mainprise, until he or they shall have made a true and 
perfect account and satisfkction, or shall have compounded and agreed 
to and with the parishioners and inhabitants of the parish or plaee 
concerned in such account, assembled as aforesaid, or the m^jor part df 
them, (who are hereby authorized to compound for the same) for so 
much as upon the said account shall appear to be remaining in theii^ 
hands respectively, and until he or they shall have delivered up to the 
said then acting surveyors, all the books of accounts and vouchers re-* 
lating to the premises ; which said penalty or forfeiture of 40A when 
recovered, and also the sum and sums of money so unaccounted Bat 
and levied as aforesaid, or compounded and agreed for as albresaid, 
ahall be paid to the acting surveyor or surveyors of the parish or place 
concerned in such account, to go and be applied fi>r and towards the 
expense of lighting and maintaining the lamps ih auch pariah OD 
pbce. 

C68 
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Application of And it is hereby fur^er enacted^ That the money 
the Jiates, ^ y^ raised and levied by such rates and assessments 

as aforesaid^ shall be applied for the uses and purposes for which such 
rates and assessments are hereby directed to be made^ and for no other 
vse whatsoever : And in case the money to be collected in one year^ by 
virtue of this act^ shall not be sufficient to answer the purposes for 
which the same was so assessed and collected, such deficiency shall be 
isupplied by the assessment for the next ensuing year : And in case, at 
the end of any one year, and the closing the accounts of the said year^ 
any surplus of the money to be raised for that year, by such assessment 
to be made, by virtue and under the authority of this act, shall remain 
over and above what shall have been issued and applied, pursuant to 
and for the purposes of this act, such surplus shall, from time to time, 
as the ssme shall happen to arise, be paid and applied towards the suc- 
ceeding year's expense, for the purposes before mentioned. 
j^^^. ^ . And it is hereby further enacted by the authority 

£^^^pg^in aforesaid. That the property of the lamps fixed up, 
whom vested. and to be fixed up, in the said city and suburbs, at the 
public expense, shall be vested in the churchwardens 
for the time being, of the several and respective parishes within the 
said city and suburbs, for the use of the inhabitants of such respective 
parishes : And the property of the lamps fixed up, and to be fixed up, 
in the said liberty, at the expense of the inhabitants of the said liberty, 
shall be vested in the dean and chapter of the said cathedral church 
within the said liberty, for the use of the inhabitants of the said li- 
berty: And such churchwardens, and the said dean and chapter, 
respectively, ore hereby authorized to bring actions and prosecute in- 
dicunents for stealing, taking away, breaking, spoiling, or extinguish- 
ing the same: And ii* any person or persons shall 
sUdi^^mpt. "*^ *^y ^^^^ Isaa^, or any part thereof, or the fur- 
niture thereof, or any part thereof, and shall be duly 
convicted thereof at any quarter-sessions of the peace to be held for the 
said city of York and county of the same, or for the said liberty^ 
respectively, such person or persons shall and may be pimished by 
whipping, or by fine and imprisonment for any time not exceeding 
six months. 

And be it further enacted by the authority afore- 

.fuUy h^eak^, ^^^' '^^^^ ^ ^^ persoix or persons shall wilfully or 

Ihrowingthwn, maliciously take away, break, throw down, spoil, or 

spoiUnjr,or fx- extinguish any Lamp that is or shall be hung out or 

Lamps. "^ ^P ^ enlighten any street, lane^ or public nvay in 
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ifsc sold city, sabarbs, or liberty, or shall wilfiilly damage the paitSy 
irons, or other furniture thereof, every person so ofiending therein^ 
and bdng tliereof convicted by the oath of one or more credible wit* 
nesa or witneaaes, before one or more justice or justices of the peace 
acting for the jurisdiction within which such ofience shall be com- 
mitted, shall, for the first ofience, forfeit the sum of 40^. for each lamp 
80 taken away, broken, thrown down, extinguished, or otherwise da^ 
maged; and, for the second ofience, the sum of 4/., and for the third, 
and every other ofl^ce, the sum of 6/. to be levied and recovered m 
hereafter mentioned, and to be paid to the surveyors of the parish or 
place where the ofience shall be committed, to be applied towards 
lighting and maintaining the lamps of such parish or place ; imd in 
case no sufficient distress can be founds then such justice or justices 
shall and may, and is and are hereby authorized and required to com- 
mit the person or persons, so ofiending, to the common jail, fiar any 
time not exceeding three months, or until such ^nalty or penalties 
shall bcpaid. 

And it is hereby further enacted. That in case any PenaUjfofDt^ 
person or persons shall carelessly, negligently, or acci- ^^"S^^ '^V tare^ 
.dentally break, throw down, or otherwise damage or 
extinguish any of the said lamps so hung out and set up, or to be hung 
out and set up as aforesaid, or the irons, posts, or other fumituie 
thereof, and shall not immediately, upon demand, make satisfaction 
for the damage done thereto, then and m such case it sha)l and may be 
jawftd to and ioir any one or more of the said justices, within whoee 
jurisdiction such damage shall be done, upon complaint to him or them 
thereof made by any one or more credible person or persons, to sum- 
mon the person or persons who shall be so complained of for doing 
.«uch damage as aforesaid, and upon hearing the allegations and proofii 
of both parties, or upon non-appearance of the person or persons so 
complained of, to award to the party to whom such damage shall be 
done, such sum of money as shall appear to such justice or justices to 
be a full and adequate compensation for such damage, to be paid by 
the person or persons doing such damage ; and in case of refusal or 
neglect, to pay any sum of money so awarded witlun three days after 
the same shall be demanded, such justice or justices shall and may, by 
warrtot under his or their hand and seal, or hands and seals, cause so 
much money to be levied by distress and sale of the goods uid cbatteb 
of the person or persons against whom such complaint shall be made, 
ju^ the said sum so awarded, together with the charges of such warrant 
and distress shall amount to, and the sum so awarded shaU \» paid 
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thereout to the rarreyors of tlie parish or pkce ^/hfre such daffidjgtf 
shall happen^ to be appHed towards lightmg and niaintaining thd lamptf 
in such parish at place ; and the oteiplus, (if any shaQ be) after de- 
ducting the cQsta and chaigefe of such warrant and distress^ shafi be 
returned to the owner of such goods and chattels; and, in case no suf- 
ficient distress can be found, such justice or justices shall and may, by 
like warrant, c^mit the person dr persons, so neglecting or revising 
to pay the sum or sums so to be awarded as afbresaM, to the common 
jail, there to remain until he, she, or they shall make such satisfaetioB 
as aforesaid, or fbr any time not exceeding die spaee often days. 
Spouti. -^"^ ^ ** hereby flurther enacted, lliat Ukj ownera 

of all houses, shops, warehouses, or other edifices or 
buildings whatsoever, now adjoining or contiguous to, or which shall 
adjoin or be contiguous to, any street, lane, or public way within the 
dty, suburbs, or liberty afbrc8aid> (except the cathedral diurch of the 
said liberty, and also except as herein after is excepted) and the owners 
and goYcmors of the meeting-house^ halls, and public buildings, and 
the churchwardens of each parish church within the said dty and 
suburbs, shall, on or before the 89th day of September, 1763, or within 
six months after any such house, shop, warehouse, or other building 
shall be finished, shall, fVom time to time, and at all times thereafter, 
cause all the rain and snow-water to be conveyed fVom the rooft, eaves, 
comishes, and penthouses of all such houses, shops, warehouses, edi- 
fices, churches, meeting-houses, halls, and public buildings, to the 
bottoms of all such houses, shops, warehouses, diurches, meeting- 
houses, halls, edifices, and buildings respectively, and so into the com- 
mon channels or drains by proper and sufideot pipes to be fixed to 
the sides of such houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, churches, meet- 
ing-houses, halls, andbufldinga reflectively; or otherwise that the 
respective owners of all such houses, shops, warehouses, and other edi- 
fices and buildings, shall cause all sueh rain and snow-water to be 
conveyed from the roofs, eaves, comishes, and penthouses of such 
houses, shops, warehouses, edifices, and buildings respectively as aft>re- 
said, into their own respective private grounds ; and in case any owner 
of any such house, shop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, or 
the diurchwardens, owners, or governors of sudi meeting-houses and 
halls, shall refrise or neglect so to do, fbr the spaee of forty days after 
the time herein before limited for that purpose, every person, so neg- 
lecting or reftising, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 10/. to be recovered 
and levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the owner 
<» owners, occupier or occupiers, of such house, shop, warehouse, or- 
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j^flier edifice or ImiUing; where such defindt BhaU happe^i to be« the 
said mm of lOL or so mueh thereof aa shall be necessary to be applied 
in the making; fixing, or r^airing such pipes as aforesaid, and the 
sinrplua thereof to be returned to the person or persons upon whose 
goods the some dudl be levied : And it shall and may be lawfU to and 
for the tenant or tenants, occupier or occupiers, of any such house, 
ahop, warehouse, or other edifice or building, to fix up and repair such 
pipes, from thne to time, and to de&lk and retain the charges and ex-. 
penses thereof and also any money which ahaQ or may be levied upon 
the goods of any such tenant or occupier as aforesaid, by way of pe- 
nalty for not fixing or repairing sudi pipes, out of the next rent or 
rents payable fyr the same houses, shops, warehouses, or other edifices 
or buildings respectively; and every owner, proprietor, or landlord 
thereof is hereby lequixed to allow the same in such manner as herdn 
before-mentioned, concerning the rates and assessments, herein befofe 
directed to be charged in certain cases upon the ownjos, and to be paid 
by, and recoverable from, theoccupieisof any houses or tenements as 
aforesaid ; and the churchwardens of such respective parish churches 
shall and may charge, in their accounts, the expense of so conveying 
such water from any such parish church, and raise, levy, and recover 
the same by an assessment upon the inhabitants of their respective 
parishes, as other church assessments aie or may be raised^ levied, and 
recovered. 

Provided nevertheless. That nothing herein oon- PlacaexcepUi 
tained, with respect to the fixing such pipes, or con- ^' present 
veying away such rain and snow-water as aforesaid, shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to the owners or occupiers of any house, shop, 
warehouse, or other edifice or building, now erected or built in the 
streets and places within the said city and suburbs hereafter men- 
tioned; that is to say. Si. MarHn^Lane; Barker-Lane; Tanmer^ 
Mow; the Water Lanes; WiUmgate, and the streets, lanes, or passages 
on each side of Walmgate; without Walm^e^Sar; Hungaie, and the 
streets, lanes, cfs passages from thenoe to Peateholme^Green and Foms^ 
gate; PeasehoUne-Green; St Andrewgaie; the church-yard a^joiuing 
thereto ; Spen-Lane; Oldwark; Swinegates; High Jvbbergate; Silver^ 
Street; Newgate-Sireet; Barker~Hiil,uidvfiihovLt Monk-Bar; GUl^ 
gate; Coffee- Yard; Lendal^HUl, and the lanes or passages leading to 
the river of Ouse, from Coney-Street, North-Strett, 
and Skeldergate; but that nevertheless any boose, tJ^d to Hovses 
shop, warehouse, or other edifice or bmlding, hereaiter hereaJUr to bt 
to he ereeted or built in any of the said last-^ientioned ^"'^^ f^^^* 
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■Creels cft places^ sludl have the nin and snow-water conveyed ftdfti 
therooft^ eaves, comishes, or penthoufles thereof respectively, in the 
nine manner ta the same ought to be conveyed tiierefrom by the tme 
Keaning' of this act, if such houses, Aops, warehonses, or other edifices 
or buildings were erected or buflt in any of the principal streets of the 
said city ; and every owner of such new-erected house, shop, ware- 
bouse, or other edifice or building, not conforming hereto, shall be 
sabject and liable to the penalties and forfeitures herein before inflicted 
§K the like ofience, to be levied* recovered, and applied as herein 
be£bre-mentioned . 

CfiairmcH and ^^ ^^ *« ^*« regulating and governing tlie 
Mack'nfjf chairmen and hackney-coachmen of tlie said dty of 

Coaohmiii to York, suburbs, and liberty, it is hereby ftirther 
Ac" liccfiscdi- 

enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'Hiat the mayor 

and aldermen of the said dty, or any two or more of them, (whereof 
the mayor finr the time being, or his deputy, or the senior alderman, 
to be one) at the Guildhall of the said dty, and any two justices of the 
feaoe for the said liberty, (whereof the said dean or one of the resi- 
^entiaries of tlie said church of St. Peter to be one) at the sessions-hall 
or oavrt-houae of the said liberty, are herd)y authorized and required, 
an the first Thursday in Julxf, 176S, and on the first T%ursday in July 
In ev«ry year ibllowing, to license, by writing under their hands and 
aeals, without stamp, every person residing within their respective ju- 
lisdictions, and now keeping any coach or chaise, or other such wheel 
carriage, for hire, or any sedan chair for hire; and every other person 
so residing, and having a settlement within the said dty, suburbs, or 
liberty, respectivdy, who shall apply for a license to oury or keep a 
aodan diair for hire, or to keep and drive any coach, chaise, or other 
anch wheel carriage fi>r hire within the said dty, suburbs, or liberty, 
respectively, and who shall leave a note, tn writing, of his or thdr 
name or names, and place or places n^ abode, two days at the least 
before the day of granting sudi licenses in each year; sudi note of 
every such person so applying, and residing in the said dty or suburbs, 
lo be left with the common derk of the said dty ; and such note of 
every sudi person so applying, and residing within the said liberty, to 
be left wth the clerk of the peace of the same liberty: For every of 
which licenses there shall be puid to the common clerk of the said dty, 
by every respective chairman, coachman, and driver of any such car- 
riage, residing in the said city or suburbs, the sum of Ijr. and to the 
deric of the peace of tlic said liberty, by every respective chairman, 
coachman, and driver of any such carriage, residing in the sard liberty. 
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Ibe ram of 1#. And the said licenses^ and erery of ftbem, sbaU be 

granted to continue for and during the term of one year from the date 

of such respective license, and no longer. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aftre- After the firtt 

aaid, Thatfromand after the said tot Tkurida^m j^^'^^lg*^ 

Jtdf, 1763, no person or peraons shall presume t« keep, Chairman 'or 

or carry, or drive, or ply with, or let to hire by the Coachman to 

hour or day, or otherwise, any coach, chaise, or other I^Sf far Hire 

wtihotU Itctmt* 
such wheel carriage, sedan diair, within the said dty, 

suburbs, or liberty, without such license tot had as 

aforesaid, upon pain to forfeit, fw every such o&nce, pgnalty 

the sum of 13s. 4d. 13i. ^ 

And it is hereby ftuther enacted. That the said mayor and aldfer* 
men, or any two of them, (whereof the said mayor, his deputy, or the 
said senior alderman, to be one) and the said two justices of the peaoe- 
for the said liberty, (whereof the said dean^ or one of the said red-* 
dentianes, to be one) within their respective JurisdictionB, shall, from 
time to time^ order some figure or mark of distinction Coaches and 
to be plainly and distinctly made upon both the doors Chairs to be 
of every such coach, chaise, or other wheel carriage as ^''^''^^^ 
aforesaid, and on the back of every such chair, by the owner or keeper 
of every such coach, chaise, or other sudi wheel carriage, or chair, in 
the most conspicuous and convenient manner to be taken notice of; 
and that no person shall ply with, or carry fbr hire, N(metobeused 
any diair, or ply with, or drive fixr hire, any coach, jbr Hire but 
diaise, or other such whed carriage, within the sdd ^^b, as are 
dty, suburbs, or liberty, other than sudi as shdl be '''^'***^ 
flo marked ; nor shall blot out, obliterate, dter, or de&oe, the mark or 
figure whidi shall be so ordered to be made, from time to time, upon 
any such chaise or other such whed carriage or chair, on pun of lbr<« 
felting any sum not less than 90«. and not exoeeding 3i!. oU|^ 
fox every such oflence. Provided neverthdess. That 
any person may drive for hire any coach, diaise, or other whed car-r 
riage, or carry for hire any chair, whidi any person or persons shall 
keep for his, her, or their own private use, dthough the same be not 
licensed as aforesaid, any thing herein contained to the oontrary no^ 
withstanding. 

And be it frirther enacted by the authority afine- RatesofChaire 
tfdd. That from and after the said first Thursd^ in and Hacknaf 
tJuJy, 1763, no chairman, carrying any chair, licensed, ^^.^^* ^"•* 
or to be Uoenacd, by virtue of this act, 4udl presume 

Dd 



Digitized by 



Google 



970 AClfi OF PARUikJUENT. 

to take, ask, or densnd more tkaii the sum of 6d before ten of tbe 
^0^ at tdf^X, or U. efier that hour, for aay one &re, fiom any place 
within the walls of the add city« or within the aaid liberty, to any 
other place within the walla of the same city, or within the said li- 
berty, or to the caatle of Y^ric, jor from the caatle of York to any place 
within the waOs of the aaid dty, or within the said liberty, or from 
any place wihout any of the ban or poatems of the same dty, to any 
other place witliout the aame bar or poatem, being within the aubuiba 
df the 8ud dty, whether any audii fare be long or short; nor from any 
place within the walls of the aaid city or within the said liberty, toany 
place withoat anjr of the aaid ban or poatems, not exceeding half a 
mile the one from the other; nor for any frre from any place without 
any such bar or poateixi, to any place within the walls of the said dty, 
or within the said liberty, to any distance not exrewHing half a mile 
the one place fipm the other: And if any such fare, from any pert of 
the said d^ or liberty, into any part of the aaid suburbe, or from any 
part of the said suborba into any part of the said dty or liberty, jot 
from any part of ,the aaid saburbs without any bar or poatem to any 
other part of the aaid suburba without any otho* bar or portem, shall 
exceed half a mile, then audi chairman shall and may demand and 
take, before ten of the dock at night, Ia, and after that hour 1<. 6d. 
for audi fitre, and no more: And no audi ehairman shall demand or 
take more than the sum of U. for the frnt hour waiting and carrying, 
induding his fore, and 6J. te the like for every hour after, till ten of 
the dock at njg^t ; nor more after ten of the dock at night than 1«.6<2. 
for the fint hour waitiiig and canying, induding his fore, and \s. for 
the like for every hour after: And that no driver of any sudi coadt, 
diaiae^ or other whed carriage, for hire, herein before directed to be 
licensed aa aforesaid, aball presume to take, aak, or demand, in the 
flay-time, or before ten of the dock at nig^t, for any one fore, from 
any one part of the aaid dty, suburbs, or liberty, to any other place in 
the said dty or the suburbs thereof, or in the said liberty, more than 
^ sum of U, or after ten of the dock at night more than the sum of 
1^. ed, nor ahall demand or take .more than i^. 6<2. for the first hour 
waitin2^andl4.ffareveiy hour after till ten of the dock at night; and 
if he be aalled in^ vviuting after ten of the clodc at night, then 2s. for 
the fint hour, and Is. 64L fbr every hour after. Provided always, 
JProvUo. ^^ ^ '^^''^ chairman or driver shall be required or 

oibli^ged to carry any diair, or drive any coach, chaise, 
or oUier audi canii^, forther tlum the extent of the suburbs of the 
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•rid city, on any side thereof, far the nSm herein befiire mentiaaed^' 
■ny thing herein oontuned to the oontrvj notwitlritfmding. 

Provided elm. That such peiwKK, as any audi dudr« j^.^ . 
man ahall at any time carry, may came the aaid diatr* and how hng, 
man to atop « often aa he or she shall leqiiire, ao as Chairmtmmt^ 
aoch peraoD do not detain such chairman abore the ta^^n ^ 
space often minutea in erory sixpenny ftre, or twenty 
minatea in every tuelfepenny fare, any thing herein contained to th^ 
contrary notwithstanding. 

And it is hereby ftirther enacted. That in qiaeany «,^ ^ 
ehaurman, or driver of any ooadi, chaise, or odier soch funi^ioatxtpt 
carriage, shall refiiae to carry any soch fia«, or wait iheRatest^ore^ 
and cany by the horn* for the prices or soms of money ^J!!^-^f*^ 
above-mentioned, or shall exact, demand, or take more guage. 
for his hxe, hire, or waiting and carrying, than the 
several rates by this act allowed, or shall utter any abosiTe langoage^ 
or ofibr any other insolt to any person he so carries, such chamnan, or 
driver, so offending, and being thereof convicted, (by the oath of one 
or more credible witness, or witnesses, before the mayor, or any two 
other justices of the peace of the same dty, or fbr any like offinoes 
committed within the said liberty, before any two justices of the same 
liberty) shall, for every such oflf^oe, forfeit and pay any sum not ex- 
oeeding the sum of 10«. to be levied and recovered in the manner afbre- 
said, and ta be applied to the use of the poor of the parish where sndk* 
oflfenoe shall be committed. 

And it is hereby fVirtha: enacted. That it shaD and Qf^jj^intt to 
may be kiffVd to and for the mayor of the said dty, he heard in a 
for the time being, «r any two other justices of the tumrnarymai^ 
peace, (one bdng of the quorum) for the said dty and "^' 
county ot the same, to hear and determine, id a summary manner, any 
offences which are made subject to, and punishable by, any penalties 
or forfeitures by virtue of tlus act, a^d whidi diall be committed 
within the said dty or suburbs thereof; and th«t it shall and may be 
lawAil to and for any two justices of the peace of the add liberty, to 
hear and determine any such offences aa aforesaid, which shall be com* 
mitted within the said liberty; and sudi mayor and justices, re- 
spectively, are hereby authorized and required, upon infonnation or 
complaint within one month after such oflfenoe committed, to summon ' 
the party or partiea accused, and after oath made of the commission of 
any of the offbnces above-mentioned, by one or more crediUe witness 
pr witnesses, to issue a warrant or warrants for apprehending thc^ 
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party or pardes ao offisnding; and upon the appearance^ or eontempl 
of the party accnaed in not appearing, to proceed to the examinatiott 
of the witnesa or witnesKa, upon audi oath or affirmation, respectively) 
aa aforeaaid, (which oath or affiimation such mayor and justices je- 
apeotively are hereby impowered to administer) and to give such judg- 
ment or determination aa qhall be just and conformable to the true 
meaning of this act; and where the party aocuaed ahall be convicted 
of such ofienoe upon aadi examination, or upon hia or her own con- 
ftaaion, and ahall not gtve notice in writing of his or her intention to 
appeal from audi sentence or determination, according to the proviso 
herein after oontfdned, such juaticea respectively shall and may, and 
are hereby required to levy the penalty or penalties hereby inflicted for 
mich ofSeaoe or offences, in the manner directed by this act ; and all 
constables, and other peace officers within their respectire limits, are 
hereby injoined and required duly to obey and execute all wurants of 
8^ch justices, from time to time to be granted and delivered to them^ 
far the puipoaes albresaid, 

J n/' finn r '^^^ ^ ^^ flirther enacted, That all penaltiea and 
j^naltieM. forfdturea by this act incurred and imposed, the man* 

ner of recovering and levying w)iereef is not otherwise 
hereby particularly directed, shall bQ levied and recovered by distress 
and sale of the gooda and chattels of the offender or oflenders, by war^ 
rant under the hand and seal, or hands and seala, of the mayor of the 
tfdd dty for the time bdng, or any two other justices of the peace (one 
being of the quorum) for the said dty and county of the aaroe, where 
any such off^^nce shall be committed within the said dty, or the 
Buburbp t)ierepf ; and under the hands and seals of any two justices of 
the peace of the said liberty, where such ofience shall be committed 
within the said liberty ; and that all the costs and charges of such 
distress and sale shall, in lil^e manner, be raised and levied, together 
with such penaltiea and forfdturea, and the overplus (if any) of the 
inoney to be rfdsed by the aale of such goods and chattels shall be re- 
turned to the owner thereof; and such penaltifs and forfdtures, when 
recovered, (the application whereof ia not herein before particularly 
directed) ahall be paid and applied aa follows: that is to say, one 
jqoiety thereof to the informer, and the other moiety thereof to the 
acting aurveyors of the parish or place wherdn such oflence shall be 
committed, or one of them, to be applied towards the charges of en- 
lightening the streets, lanes, and public ways of sudi parish or nlacq 
^y)iere s^cfi offi:noe shall be ooqmitted^ 
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Provided also^ That if any person or persons shall Appeal io Utc 
find him, her, or themselves aggrieved by, or remain ^*^^^^f^' 
unsatisfied in the judgment of the said justices, or by any rate or 
assessment made in pursuance of this act, then such person and personi 
«hall and may, by virtue of tliis act, complain or appeal to the juetlcei 
of the peace at the next quarter sessions to be hdd for the said city 
of York and county of the same, with respect to any such rate or oon« 
viction to be made or had witliin the said city of York or the county 
of the same city, and to tlie justices of the peace at the next quarter 
sessions to be held for the said liberty, with respect to any such rate 
or conviction to be made or had within the said liberty ; which juatiees, 
at their sud respective sessions, are hereby impowered to summon and 
examine witnesses upon oath, and finally to hear and determine the 
matter of such complaint or appeal ; and, in case of conviction, to issue 
A warrant or warrants for the levying and enforcing the {uiyment of 
the said penalties and forfeitures, by the ways and means befbre-mea^ 
tioned, together with such costs and charges to tlie party, iu whoae 
favour such appeal shall be determined^ as the justices in their said 
sessions shall order and direct. 

And it i^ hereby further enacted. That it sliall and Power for the 

may be lawful to and for such of the parishioners and ^^J»f'*fj/ oftJie 

inhabitants of a»y pf the parishes within the said city ^^^'^ t/Oiik'M 

or the suburjbs thereof and such of the inhabitants of to appoint Sca-^ 

the said liberty, respectively, as «re hereby impowered ^f'jhf^'l'^ ««^ 

, . X. 1. Watchmen for 

to nommate and appomt surveyors for the purposes ^/,^,y ^^^^ p^ 

aforesaid, being assembled at any public meeting of rishes, and to 

such parish or place^ (public notice being giyen thereof J'^™*^ Rates fir 

in the parish church of such parish or place in tlie ^ poses. 

said city or suburbs, on the Sunday next before such meeting, im« 

mediately after divine service^ and at the sessions-hall for the said 

liberty, in manner as aforesaid) or tlie m^or part of them so assembled, 

(if they, or the nuyor part of them, shall think fit) to contract and 

Hgree, or to impower the surveyors of such parish or place to contmct 

and agree with any person or persons, by the year or otherwise, for 

sweeping, cleansing, and carrying sway all the dirt and soil out of all 

the streets, lanes, and public ways of such parisli or place, pui-suant to 

this act; and also to contract and agree, by the year or otherwise, with 

any able and proper man or men to patrole the streets, lanes, or public 

ways of any such parish or place, respectively, in the night-ttime, as a 

watchman or watchmen, for the prevention of fires, burglaries, rob* 

fc^es, aod other outrages, so as each such opntract be for no longer 
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tfane than one jtn, akid soti ten dkyv noCiee, in writing, be hung up 
in the Guildhall afbraaid for the said dty and aaborbs, and in the 
ieMion»-haIl aforeudd ibr the nid hberty, fiir all penons willing to 
eontract for the aame to make their propoaali: And for the raising 
money to pay audi acavenger or aeaTengeia, watdmian or watchmen^ 
eoe or more rate or aaKanaent^ ratea or aaMannenti^ ahaH and may be 
made and confirmed by aucfa peraons, and upon all aach tenementt and 
persons, and in such manner, and with audi notice first given of the 
making thereof, as n and are herein befi>re directed to be made fi>r 
lighting the streets, lanes, and public ways of the said dty, suburba, 
and liberty ; and sudi rale or rates, aaseasment or aasessmenta, so made 
and confirmed, shall and may be collected, levied, and recovered, by 
the same coDecten> in the same manner, by the like ways and means, 
and with the same powers and provisions for making up defidencies^ 
and in all other respects aa such other rates or asseasmenta are herein 
before directed to be levied and recovered: And audi surveyors and 
collectors, and all other persons, who shall or may receive any money, 
by virtue of any such rate or assessment, for a scavenger or scavengers, 
watchman or watchmen, aa aforesaid, shall account for the aame in like 
■lanner, and under the like penalties and forfeitures, respectivdy, aa 
are herein before enacted and directed concerning such other rates and 
assessments aa aforesaid y and the respective justices, having power Uk 
coropd sudi surveyors, collectors, and other persons to account for the 
money by them recdved on account of sudi rate or assessment, fi)r 
providing, maintaining, and lighting such lamps, shall have the same 
powers, in all respecta, of compelling sudi surveyors, collectors, and 
otiier persons, to account for the money by them recdved or had, in 
case of any such rate or assessment bdng so made for a scavenger or 
acavengers, watchman or watchmen^ as aforesaid ; and also to pay and 
deliver up such money, and all vouchers, books, and papers relating 
thereto, according to the order of sudi justices ; and that such sca- 
venger or scavengers, watdiman or watchmen, shall and may be dis- 
charged by such surveyors as aforesaid, for misbehaviour or neglect of 
duty, which discharge shall be a determination of such contract : And 
all difibrences which may arise concerning such contract, or concerning 
any money pretended to be due thereupon, shall be heard and deter- 
mined by two justices of the peace in the same manner, and with the 
same liberty of apped, as the like di^rencea concerning contracts re-i 
lating to such lamps may be heard and determined, as herein before 
mentioned ; and in case of no appeal, or of a confirmation of such sen- 
tence at the next quarter-sessions, such sentence shall be final and 
conclusive to aJl intents. 
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Ancl be il ftirthcr enacted by the aatbority afore- Distrt9s not io 

ttid. That where any distreaa shall be made for any ^ ^^^ "?" 
^ J . ^ lawful Jor dc" 

sum or sums of money due on aooount of any aflsesa- fcctofform, 

mcnt to be made by Tirtae of this act, the distress 
itself shall not be deemed to be unlawflil, on account of any defect or 
want of fiMin in such assessment, or in the warrant of distress there- 
upon; nor shall the party or parties distraining be deemed a trespasser 
or treqiassersy ab initiOy on account of any irregularity committed or 
snfiered after such distress ; but the party or parties aggrieved thereby 
shall and may recover only a satisfaction for the special damage he, 
she, or they shall have sustained thereby, with Aill costs of suit : Pro- 
vided neverthdea. That no phdntiff or plaintiflfo shall recover in any 
action, finr «ny sudi irregularity as aforesaid, if tender of sufficient 
amends hath been made, by the party or partiea distraining, before 
auch action bnnxght* 

And be it hereby fiirther enacted. That any two or Power of ma* 
more justices of the peace (one being o^ the quorum) king Orders 
for the said dty of Yorit and county of the same, or ff removing 
for the said liberty of St Peter, respectively, shall and 
way, and ^Skj are hereby authorized and impowered, upon view or 
infoffmatioB, from time to time, to make orders for removing any an« 
noyances and obstructions out of sny highways, streets, lanes, and 
passages within the said city and suburbs, or the said liberty, respect- 
ively, whidi cannot be eflfectually removed by the provisions and 
clauses herein before contained. 

Provided always. That no penon shsll be liable to No person /t- 
be doubly prosecuted upon this and any former law; ^^ toa double 
but that any person, who shall be convicted by virtue ^^ 
of any former law or statute, for any of the ofiences aforesaid, shall 
not also be sulject to any prosecution, penalty, or forfeiture, by virtue 
of this act, for the same ofeice ; and that any person who shall be 
convicted of any ofienoe by virtue of this act, shall not also be subject 
to any prosecution for the ssme offence by virtue of any former law, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided also, Hiat nothing in this act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to alter, pre- ofRiirhts, 
judice, impeach^ or lessen the legal rights, powers, and 
privileges of the mayor and commonalty of the said dty of York, or of 
the justices of the peace for the said dty of York and county of the 
same, or of the justices of the peace for the said liberty, respectively, 
aor to impower the justices for the said dty and coun^ of the same, 
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to exercise sny act of jurisdiction within the said liberty, nor to in* 
^wer the justices for the said liberty to exerdae any act of jurist 
diction within the said city, or the county of the 8aine» any thing 
herein contained to tlie contrary notwithstanding. 
Om Month's And be it Airther enacted. That no action or soit 
Not fee in wn- ^g]] ^ commenced against any person or penoni 
^;^t4'Z wh.t«ever. for «.y nutter or thing by bim or them 
iSon be cotn^ done in pursuance of this act^ until notice, in writing, 
menced, Sfc. ^ .^^ intended action or suit shall have been de- 
firered to him or themj or left at bis or their usual place of abode, by 
the party intending to commence fmch action or suit, or his or her 
attorney or agent, one month at least before such action or suit shall 
^ commenced, in which notice shall be deariy and explicitly con« 
tained the cause of action which such plointifrhath, or chdmeth to 
have, against such person or persons, and on the back of whidi notico 
ohall be indorsed the name of such plaintiff^ his attorney or i^ent ; 
and that no such plaintiff shall recover any verdict, in any such case, 
where tlie action sliall be grounded on any act or acts done in pur« 
suanoe, or under odour, of this act, unless it be proved, upon the trial 
to he had thereupon, that such notice was given as afore«dd; but in 
de&ult thereof, such defendant or defendants shall recover a verdict, 
together with his, her, or their full costs of suit 
Ammds may "^"^ ^ ^' hereby fturther enacted. That it shall and 
be icuderedbe^ nuy he lawful to and for any sudi defendant or de- 
f*rr Actions fcndants^ within one month next after sudi notica 
"^ ' ^^* given 08 aforesaid, to tender amenda to the porty com- 
plaining, or to his or her agent or attorney, and, in case the same ia 
not accepted^ to plead such tender in bar to any action to be brought 
against him or her, together with the plea of not guilty, and any other 
plea with leave of the court where such action shall depend; and i^ 
upon issue joined thereon, the jury shall find the amends so tendered 
to have been sufficient, then they shall give a verdict for the defendant 
or defendants; and in such case, or in case the plsintiff shall become 
non-suited, or shall discontinue his or her action, or, in cose judgment 
shall be given for such defendant cur defendants upon demurrer, such 
defendant or defendants shall be intitled to the like coots as he or they 
would have been intitled to, in esse he or they had pleaded the general 
issue only ; end if, upon issue joined, the jury shall find that no 
amends were tendered, or that the same were not sufficient, and also 
against the defendant or defendants on such other plea or pleas, then 
they shall give a verdict for the plaintifl^ and auch dami^;es as th^ 
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lihall think proper^ which he shall recover together with his or their 
costs of suit. 

And he it further enacted, ¥hat no evidenoe shall No Evidence 
he permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trfal *7aJ^1^""^ 
of any such action as aforesaid of any cauke of action. Action thdoi 
except such as is contained in the notice hereby di- mentitmed in 
rected to be given. «^A Notice. 

And be it f\irther enadted by the authority afbre- «- . ^ . ^ 

4aid, That if any action or suit shall be coninienoed ^^^ms. 

against ahy person or persons, fbr any thing done in 

pHTsuance of this act, then, and in every littch tete. Such actioil or suit 

shall be brought within three calendar months next after the cause of' 

action shall arisej and not afterwards, and shall b^ laid aiid brought in 

the city of York, or in the cohnty of York, of in the court of pleas £di 

the said liberty, if the cause of action shall arise in the said liberty^ 

and not elsewhere ; and the defendant or defendants in sucn action or 

suit shall and may plead the general issue, and give ^^ 

this act and the spedd matter in evidence At th^ trial ^^^' 

to be had thereupon ; and if it shall appear to be done in pursuance o€ 

this act, ot that such action or suit shall be brought after die time 

herein before limited in that behalf^ or in any other county or place 

than as afbi'esaid, then the jury shall find fbr the defendant or de« 

fendants ; and upon such verdict, or if the plaintiff or plaintaflb shall 

\» non-suited, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions, suit 

or suits, or if, upoii demurrer, judgment shall be given against the 

plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall and may re-( 

cover double 6o6ts, and have sush remedy for the same ^ , , ,_ 

, ,« , , « - , , , . Double Costs.* 

fts any defendant or defend^cnts hath or have in any 



J by law. 

And be it further enacted by the mithorlty afore^ PiiUic Act, 
teid, Thiit tliis act shall be deemed, adjudged, and 
taken in all courts of justice, to be a public act, and shall be judicially 
taken notice of as such by ail judges and justices without spedally 
pleading the saiae« 
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(A A) A SCHEDULE, sh)wii^ the Nuwher of LAMPS io he fixed 
mpttMdliskiedUetickpariMk and place vUhU ihe GlsofYark, iXe 
Sabarbsihcrci^, mnd ike Liberty of St Peter wUkiu the taid Cdy, 
„Uhthe3htamtiaivfUAthesam4^toteJisedimtkepri^ 

Streets and Placei, 

No- OF Lamps. 

1 



Tbwity, til Mield^^e. 
m^MA Mickkprte-Baf and Middegftte, boA 
skies of the street -------- 

•Trinity-Lane, one side -------- 

St. Maetin », in MickUgale. 
lvri(Skle^tc,lK)tli«dcs of the street - - - - 

Trinity-Lane, one ditto - 

St MartinVLane, hbth sid« ------ 

BaAef-LaBe, foT ditto *-------- 

Xaanev-ILow, ditto - ----"-"" 

AiX Saints, in Narth-^red. 
tffmier-Bcm,hotbaflc8ofihestrett^- - - • 
North-Street, ^tto, snd Chureb-Vam - - - 

St. John's, in North-Sirea. 
jriclclerratctwtli sides of the street - - - 
North-Street, ditto -------- 

Skeldergate, ditto --------- 

Fettera-Lane, ditto -- ------ 

BisaoPHiLi Juxiom. 
Fettera-Lane, both sides cf the stwet - - - 

St. I&«rtin's-Lane, for ditto * 

Bisliophill, ditto --------- 

BiSHorHTLL Senior. 
Skddcrgatc, both ffldes of the street - - - 

St. Michakl's, in Spurriergate. 
Ousegatc, both sides of the street - - - - 

Spuriergate, ditto - ------- 

JubbergatjB, for one side ------- 

NoBsgJite, both sides -------- 

Coppergate, for one si('c ------- 

First Water-Lane, both sides 



t2« 



10 






9 

4 
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i 
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3 
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2 

I 
3 



«r 



19 



10 



16 



Digitized by 



Google 



SCHKDUXJB CO* I^^StSa. 



9BSt 



No. OP Lahps. 



PARISHES. 

St. Mary's, in CmffegtUt, 
Ctstfegate^ Ixith sides of the street - • 



Coppergate, lor one fide 
Middle Water-Lane, both rides 
Fa» Water-Lane, ditto - - 



•I 



51. 



Aix Saints, P^eveTneat 

Copper^le, both ^des of the street, md ike 
BOTjith aide of the Pavement --.-•- 

H^b"0u9eg^te, an4 the north side of the F^ye- 
ment - ------------ 

PETE«-THE-rLlTTLE, !» FeUT^fjmfi* 

Pteter-Lane, bothsideaofthratow^ . - . . 
Jttbbergste, ditto -.-. ^ --.-•-«-' • 

Fcascgate, ditto ---- 

High-OusegBte -.. 

St. Sampsok's, in Shinu^ate. 
Feaaegate, both sides of the street, and ronnd 

Thursday-Market 

saw-Street, both side* .,.--*--- 
Juhbergate, ditto - - n -.---.--.- - 
Three-Crane-Lane -t-^t^-----: 
Newgate-Street, for one side - - - - 
Swinegate, both sidea ------ 

Gir41erg-Jte, ditto 

Grape-Lane, one side ------ 

Swinegate, both sides (London Carrier s Wiire- 

house ---------- 

FinklBrStreet, ditto ^ . - . - - 



} 



Christ-Chcbch, in CoUicrgaie. 
Petergate and Coliiergate, both sides of the street 

Great Shambles, ditto r 

Little Sliambles, ditto --------- 

St. Andyewgate, ditto ---rr---- 

Newgate-Street, ditto 

Goochamgate, for ditto .---•---- 
Girdlergate, forditto --------- 

St. Crux, in Skamikt. 
CoBiergate and Fossgate, both sides of the street 
Hosier-Lane, ditto -.---•---- 

Great Shambles, ditto --------- 

PaTement, ditto ..r- ------- 



B 
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i 
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la 



3 

3 
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8 
1 
1 
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2 
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20 



20 



15 
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ACTS OP PARLIABIBNT* 



PARISHES, 

St. Saviour's^ in Si. SavkurgatCk, 

Bt. Saviourgatej both sides of the street • - - 
Spen-LAoe and Feaaeholme-Green, ditto - - - 
liuBgatej ditto ---------- 

St. Cuthbert> in PeasdidvH-Green. 

Peaaehohne-Green^ both sides of the street - • 
Hungate snd theLane toPeasehohne-Greeo^fordo. 

Aldwork, ditto 

<ioo4nmigate,&r one side ^ . « ^ • . • . 

St. Andeew^'S. 
St Andrewgate^ both sides of the street, Church- 
Yard^ and Spen«Lane^ ditto 

St. Maubice> in Monkgate. 
Jtfonkg^te^ both sid^ of the street t * * r - 

St. John Delpiie. 
Aldwork, for one side of the street - - - - . 
Goodramjea^, both sides -• -•-.-. 
TTgglefprtn, ditto ^-. .--.•-• 

St. Trinity, in Goodratngate. 

Goodramgafe, both sides of the street • - • - 
Petergate, for one side ..-----•• 

St. Michael-le-Belprey^ m Petergsie. 
Petergate, both sides of the s^^t - - - - - 

Stonegate, ditto "••:"• 

Lop-Lane, dittA ----------- 

Grape-liane, ditto ---------- 

3ooth&ro, one side of the street on the right-hand 
sjde - • - * • * ; V w • • i ; - 

St. Wilfrid. 

Lop-Lane and Blake-Street, both sides of the street 
Bk^c-Street, one dde • - - t- --- - 
Lt ndal, from Bkke-Street to the River^ ditto - 
Ditto, on t)ie east side pf the waj - . » « . 

Mi NT- Yard. 

Blake-Street and Lendal, one side of the street 
Mint-Yard^ bdtJt^ sides .^v-^f.p^ 



No. OF I«AHr^ 
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KCHSDUX^E OF LAMPS, 



3S7 



No OP Lampa. 



PARISHES, V 

St, Helen^ St. Helen' S'Square. 

'^negftte and St. Helen's-S^izare^ both sides of 
the street ----------- 

tow Swin^^, ditto ^.,--^-- 
pavygate, cTitto ---.--r---T 
Blake-Street, ditto --*,--*r-r 
JLendal^ for one side •«•-.---•• 



13t. Margin's, in Coney'SlreeU 

jConey-Street, both sLde3 of the street - - - - 

LeniJ, one side ---------- 

Jubbef]gate, for ditto -•--^--.- 
gt, Heten's Square^ ditto f---?f-r 

New-Street, 
NewrStreet^ both sides of the street . • ^ - 

St. Giles. 

Boothom^ one side of the street on the right 
hand side --.--------- 

Oillygate^ both sides •.-•----- 

St. Dennis, in Walmgaie, 
Walmgate, both sides of the street - . - • . 

St. Margaret's, in Walmgate. 
Walingiite, both sides of the street 

St. Peter in the Willows, in Walmgate, 
Wahngate, both sides of the street * -^ * « ^ 

The Liberty of St. Pet^r. 
Mnster-Yard, from the Gates of the Prebendal 
House of Stillington to Precentor-Lane - - - 






14 
3, 



Precentor-Lane -t- r-- 

Bookbinder-Lane .--. 

TJggleforth, from the Great Gate to the Minster- 

Yaid 

Little Alice-Lane 

Jeddern - 



ill 



^ 
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Jn Apt vMdc to the etghih fear of Kimg George i&cjlrsi, Jor Ae ieffcr 
preventing Abuses eomrnitted in Weighing and FiO/dcing cj BiUUr im 
the City of York. Chap. 27* 

rrcamble. ^- Jf} oEAancn as batter iaoneaf the Mefeaaaaa^ 

iHtky of tbe pr^^ct of Beveral parta of the eoiuit j of York, and 
covnt J of the same dty, and great quantitiea the9«o^ »r hsQ^ht into 
the city of York» finom thence to be transported beyond the seas, and 

otherwise disposed of: And whereas there hath, time ont. of miad^ 
been withift the said dty a ftve market for butter, which fbr many 
yearsy hat past, hath been kept in MicLlegaie; in the said dty : And 
wheieas the bringing of butter to the said market, where the same 
was searched and weighed, hath been &und to be tbe moat efiectnal 
neana of prcTenting the hike weighing and packing of bptter, and did 
fi»rnierly gain a great reputation, both at home and abroad^ to butter 
brought to the said market; but of late years several &nneta of dairies 
owners, and other traders in butter, the better to conceal the false 
weighii^ and packing of their butter, to be by them disposed of, haw 
neglected to bring the same ta the said market to be searched and 
weighed ; by means whereof, not only the tiaden in the ssid oonw 
meddty at home, but foreigners also, hare been greatly deceived in the 
weight, goodness, and soundness thereof, and thereby the said com* 
modity yields not that price, nor is sold in such quantities as otherwise 
it would be : For remedy wheieof, and fet the better encouraging the 
Slid butter trade, and (in order thereunto) fer the better preventing the 
framls and abuses in the weighing and packing of butter, may it please 
your moat excellent majesty (at tlie humble sequest ai the mayor and 
commonalty of tlie said dty) That it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the king's most excellent mijesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of tbe lords spiritual and temporal, and commons in this 
4fi M / P'^^^^^ parliament assembled, and by authority of the 
95 1722, Mic^ some. That ftom and after the five and twentieth day 
ttU'^xLfe or (wp of IMarch, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
i4htr jilac^e in^ ^^^ Micklegate market aforesaid, or any other part or 
etecfioH of the P^^><^ of or in tlie said dty (which the mayor and 
ma^tr, iic.J commonalty of the said dty shall, from time to time, 
xAt/// f rerjf <4r/y j^^gg most commodious and convenient, and for that 

tU the Wicky •'° .N,um^ :... 

eici'pt Snndatfs, purpose appomt) shall be every day in the week 
he a free mar- (except Sundays) a free and open market for butter; 
kctjbr hutUr. ^^ ^^ .^ j^ ^^ ^y ^ ^^^ ^^ ^y p^^j^ ^ 
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HrfilCHTNG ^TITTER, &€. ^SSB 

ppemtta to \my or «^ any Votter in the sud moilcet witbout sny dis- 
tnitMmee ; and tliftt fhim and after the said fite and twentieth day of 
March, tme thousand seven liitndred and twenty-two, all butter brought 
to the said city of York, in firkins, half fbrkins, tubs or other casks, or 
Sb pots or ol3ier vessels, to be aold, or to be exported or water-bons 
fmm the said city, or fana any part of the river of (tee, as far as the 
nrer af Wharfe, AaR be brought to the said mai^et, to be viewed, 
•earched, weighed, and sealed wrdi the seal of the s^ market, which 
the pmper officer "fiv £bt time being is hereby required to do; and 
tiiat it shall and may be lawftd to and for the said mayor and com- 
monalty, and their successors, or their proper officer ^^ ^tdfer 
fyr Ae time being, appointed fiom time to time, and trouglit to 
at aH times after the said five and twentieth day of York to bf sofd^ 
Marcb, one thousand -seven hundred and twenty-two, 2a^f ir^i^ 
to ask, demand, recdve, and take of and from every ed, searchedy 
person and persons that shall bring any butter to the ^nd sealed, «« 
said market, to be ae»ched and weighed, for the ^«*<'*'^^ 
aeoNbingy weighing, and sealing thereof, the several 
sncient and accustomed rates and duties herdnafler- Rates fohe pttid 
mentioBed, and no mone; that is to say. For every ^ seardixg, 
cuch firkin, balf firidn, or other cask or pot, or other 
tressd of butter as aforesaid, one baU^ny, and 80 proportisnably ftr 
any butter put into erery tub or vessel, containing any greater quanti^ 
<tf butter than a firkin : and in case of refusal, neglect, ^^ _ 
or denial of payment, on demand of the said several metd, ^c maif 
rates and prices before-mentioned, the said mayor and detain angjirm 
tommonahy, and their successors, shall or may detain '*' ^^ 
Old malce stay dt «ny firkin, half firkin, cask, pot, tub, or vessel of 
flutter, for which the said rates and prices ought to be paid^ until thej 
shall be paid and satisfied the same. 

2. And for the further prevention of any firand or abuse in the 
weight or false pocking of butter. Be it further enacted by tlie antho- 
rity aforesaid. That if any dsdry farmer, owner, or Dairy Farmet 
trader, or any other person or persons whatsoever, do ^'^» *?/^»ai^ ct 
or shall firom and afler the said five and twnitieth day (^ftJr iefo^ H 
9f March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty- be brought fd 

two, bring any butter in fMnas, half-ftrkins, or other {^ ^natfcet U 

" "^ he viewed, ^c, 

casks, pots, or vessels as aforesaid, to the said city of jha/t ftrfeit for 

York, to be sold there, or to be exported or water- ^^'f^JV .A'^^oh, 

Item fVora thence as aforesaid, ftoro any part of Ae 

river Oase, as £ir as the river of Wharfe, and shall sell or transport 



Digitized by 



Google 



Md ACM OP P.iItLlAK£NT/ 

Ae same before it be brov^bt to the said butter-niarkety to be tber 
-viewed^ searched^ and weighed^ sliall upon proof thereof^ by one oi' 
more credible witness or witnesses upon oath, before any justice of the 
peace of the said dty, or county of the same city, forfeit for every 
firkin> half firkin, or other cask^ pot, or other veaael, the sum of three 
shillings and fourpencc; and in default of payment 

Distress. thereof upon demand, the same shall or may be 
IcWed by distress and sale of the offiender'a goods, by 
Warrant under the hand and seal of any one or meore jostioe or justices 
vTthe peace of the said cit)', and county of the same city, rendering to 
£hu^nlft the ^^^ oflfcnder the overplus (the charges of distraining 
^rurft^CySic. being first deducted) and the onc->half of such fbr^ 
^ other to the feitures shall be to the use of the poor people inhabit- 
Informcr. ^^ within the parish where the offence shall fiom 

l&ne to time be committed, to be paid to the churchwardens and 
ererseers of the poor of and in such parish^ and the other half to the 
nibrmcr or mibrraers* 

3. And whereas by an act of parliament made in the thirteenth and 

fimrteentb years of the reign of the late king Charlea the second, in* 

lituled. An act for the reforming of the abuses committed in the 

we^ht and false packing of buttex, the weight thereof is ascertained^ 

^^ ^ , . and the goodness of the butter is secured, under the 
Tt anv nrfiin, . , ,.,. .,«.*, 

Ar. of butter P^^^^ ^^ penalties therein mentioned^ Be it further 

Mil ^be ^faulttf enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That if any firkin^ 
%diu'^%e^ half firkin, of pot or other vessel of butter, which 
oufier * shaft he ^rcm and after the said five and twentieth day of 
IkihU' to the March, shall be brought to the market aforeoaid, by 
'^S^irf U Car. *ny o^^^ ft^fif* or packer Of butter, ahafl befbund, 
//. C 26. * ^IM>n ^^^ searching and weighing thereof,r to be fkulty 
in the full quantity or due quality appointed by the 
i^d recited act, every such owner, ftrmer, or packer of butter shall be 
liable U> such, pains, penalties, and forfeitures as are mentioned^ 
contained, and expressed in the said recited act« to be levied as 
afbmaid*^ 

Frosecvtion to *' I^ovided that every prosecution or suit which 
he to four shall be brought for any ofience committed against 
moMs. ijjg ^^^ gjj^ii ijg commenced within four months 

aflcr the oflfence committed. 

5. PrcriUcil a?vays. That the officer or other perscm to be ap* 
foanted fixr the scttrchinis^ weigjbing, and sealing of die said firkifi^ 
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llalf firkins, or other cades or pots of butter^ shaU be 1^ tntiyor to 

appointed by the mayor of the said city for the time ^i^^^^^ r^ 

&eingj and shall be sworn at the general quarter seft- ^}^^ ^ 'sioom 

aions to be held fhr the said city of York, and county at Easter Se*^ 

of the same, next aft«r Baster-day, ye«rly, ft^ the due *^'^' 
ocecution of the said office. 

6. Provided also. That if any person or persons Persons i^- 
shall think him or themselves aggrieved by any deter- ^'^'^ ^^ 
mination of any justice or justices of peace, who shall ^Sessions 
at any time act in pursuance to the power to him given whose deters 
by this act, it sliall and may be lawftd to and for such "^"^^ '*^ 
person or persons to appeal to the next general quarter 

sessions of the peace, to be held for the said dty, and county of the 
same city, the determination whereof shall be final and condusive to 
all parties, and they are hereby impowered to award costs to either 
party, as to them shall seem meet, in respect of such appeal. 

7. Provided also, and be it further enacted. That 

nothing in this act contained shall extend to compel ^"* ^ ^^ 
the bringing to the said market any vessel of butter, ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
which shall contain but the quantity of four pounds of iaimng only 
butter, or under, or to make the said vessels liable to fi^^ pounds or 
the said duty, any thing in this act contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

8. And be it enacted. That in all actions and suits that shall b» 
brought against any person or persons, for what he or they shall do by 
virtue of the true intent and meaning of this act, the person or persona 
so sued or molested shall or may plead the general Q^nerAl Issue. 
iflsue of not guilty, and give the special matter in evi- 
dence; and in every such case, if the verdict shall pass for such person 
or persons, or that the plaintifi* or plainti£& be nonsuit therein, or in. 
case such action or suit shall be discontinued, the person so sued ahatt 
have his double costs, and shall recover the same, JOoMe Costs* 
as 'in cases where costs by law are accustomed to be 

ncovereC 
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An Act fir Imprwing the Navigation, of the River Ous&, tffOi ntaSe tn 
the year 1726-7, ami syhseipiently another Act to amend the same ; 
hut as these are not of such general concern as the two farmery it ma^ 
suffice to give a brief extract of the purport ofetsdu 

PreamhUtothe TT hereAs die ancient dty of York hath been anil 
act of 1726-7. ^ y^^ considerable for it's tJ'ade bbth at home and 
abroad, and as well the said city and county of the same city, as the 
county adjoining upon or near unto the river Ouse, in the county of 
York, hath been mudi relieved, maintained, and supported by the 
said river, which of late years, in divers places, hath been filled, 
choaked, and stop})ed up with sands and other obstructions, that ships, 
pinks, keels, boats, lighters, and other vessels cannot without great 
hazard and difficulty come up to the said city as in times past, which 
is not only detrimental to trade and the public good, and prejudicial to 
, the said city, but to all traders thereto, and to the owners and occu- 
piers near thereunto ; and will be yet more injurious to them, if some 
speedy remedy or course be not taken and provided for repairing, 
amending, and making the said river more navigable and passable. 

For remedy whereof, ^-c, trustees were appointed, 

consisting of " the right * honourable the lord mayor, 
recorder, two city counsel, aldermen, and sheriffs of the said city of 
York for the time being, six of the four-and-twenty being of the 
privy-council of the said city, twelve of the common-council-men of 
the said city, that is to say, three of every ward in the said city, to be 
elected in the council-chamber of the said city, as usual in electing 
committees for other purposes in the same dty." As any vacan- 
des by death, or refusal to act, occur, '^ the surviving trustees, or 
tiie major part of them, shall, fVom time to time, by writing under 
their hands and seals, elect and constitute a new trustee or trustees in 
the i^ace of him or them so dying or refusing to act, so as tlie vacancy 
•f one of the said privy-coundl be supplied by one of the said privy- 
eoundl; and a Taoancy of a common-council-man, be supplied by one 
of the coramon-coundl-men of that ward where such vacancy shall 
happen, and so and in the like manner, from time to time, as any such 
Tacancy shall happen." 

The said trustees or the miyor part of them^ or any 

person nominated '^ by any writing under their hands 
And seals/' " have full power and authority by this present act^ to 
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dettise, scour, deepen, open, enlaige, or straiten, and make more n^ 
xpigable the said river Ouse, for ships, pinks, keels, boats, lighters, and 
other yessels, and fimn time to time to continue, support, and main- 
tain such navigation ; and for the better carrying on, effecting, and 
continuing thereof from time to time, as they shall think fit, to dig or 
cat the banks of the said river, and make new or larger trendies, cuts, 
or passages ftar water, in, upon, or through the lands or grounds ad« 
joining to, or lying near the said river, as they shall think fit ;" " and 
to build, eiject, and make upon the lands in or near the said river, 
banks, staiths, pens for water, cranes, wharfs, and warehouses, and 
other works proper and convenient for the navigation of the said 
river," and 'V to do all other works, matters, and things, which shall 
be by them adjudged necessary and convenient, for the better improve- 
ment, use, or conveniency of the sud navigation, and for the repairing, 
continuing, and aupportxng the works so to be made." 

Before the trustees ^' meddle with any of the land, possession, or 
property of any person or persons, bodies politic, corporate, or coU 
kgiate," {" aaving only for the surveying, nurking, or laying out the 
jground, or other matter or thing they intend to use for the purposes 
^foresaid* which it shall and may be lawfUl for them at convenient 
time and times to do) shall ^(mipound and agree with f^ Compound. 
the owner or owners thereof for such damages as shall 
be thereby done, or procure some order therein to be made by the 
commissioners, or any five or more of them for that purpose, in man« 
ner and form as is hereafter expressed." 

For ascertaining and adjusting damages, in cases of ^ 
dispute, commissioners were appointed, with power 
vnder the ^' hands and seals of any five or more of them, to settle and 
proportion what satisfaction shall be made, and to whom, and how to 
be dirided betwixt landlords and tenants, or any other having any 
particular interest or estate in any of the premises whiqh ^all be dam- 
nified or used as aforesaid, for his respective loss or damage." 

If any person neglect to treat after SO days notice, the commissioners 
are to issue precepts for a jury of 24 persons, against whom all persons 
concerned, have their lawful challenge. The place in question is to be 
yiewed, and notice must be given in writing to the jiarties concerned, 
eight days before the jury meet to give their verdict; which verdict ia 
to be binding. The said commif^sioners are to meet " at York, Selht;^ 
(kiwoody or Howden, and not elsewhere," and for determining dif- 
ferences " at such of the said places as shall be nearest to the place 
l^h^e tibe controversy or matter to b^ inquired of shall arise." 

Ff2 
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3Bi ACTS OF PAmUAMENT* 

Boatmen may haul tkair vesaelsj by means of wineha* 
o ^^ ' or other engines; and five or more of the oomniis- 
nonere to appoint what sums to be paid to owners of land^ fi>r haulinc^ 
ways^ and maintaining the same, &o/' Master of vonds are an* 
awerable for damages done to the towing-paths, or hauliog-ways. 
Owners of ''All ow^iers of, and all and every person or per- 

lands to have sons occupying any lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
jpUamre-boaU. adjacent or near unto the said iiTer, shall have ftee 
liberty to keep or use any boat or vessel, boats or vessels, upon the 
said river for pleasure." 
Ottmers of '' Provided, That the owner or owners of the asid 

boats not to boats shall not carry any goods or merchandise in the 

carry Goodsor ^ ^o 

Merchandize, "^^ hMltoj exoq>t such for which no toll or rate Is to 

except such for laid or paid by this act, and what shall be neccsswy- 

^hnotoUis for the time such boats are used for pleasure." Cquh 

missioners must settle damages by a jury. 

j^fjflnsh ^y P^i'son throwing toil, zubfaiah, &c into the 

thrown into river, or laying it in the streets, &c. so as to wash 

the Rtver. ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^ oflfence. 

** Commissioners not to interfere with the mayor and commonalty. 
Kot to affisct or destroy commission of sewers for Hatfield Chaoe." 
Disputes about ^^ ^Y d^Ptt^ arise about the weight of goods be- 
ihe Weight of tween any master of a vessel and the trustees, the loid 
Goods. mayor may administer an oath to aoch master, &c.; 

^and if he refuse to take it, ^e trustees may weigh the goods at such 
master's expense; and if he refuse to pay the same, may seU so much 
of the said goods as will satisfy the same^ 

The trustees may borrow money on the security of the tolls, which 
are to be moderated as soon aa sufficient money is raised for the pur* 
poses of the act. 

The cpmmisfiioners derk to give security fyr monies coming into 
his hands. 

The commissioners have power *' to asaess and rate the prices of all 
carriage of goods whatsoever water»bome, to be brought unto or car- 
ried fVo^i the said dty of York, or to any other place or places, town 
or towns, upon or a4i<^u^g ^^^o ^^'^ ^^ river, by any master of a 
ship, pink, keel, boat, lighter, or other vessel, and to cause the ratea 
and assessments so made to be hui^ up'in some public places, where 
such ships, pinks, keels, boats, lighten, or other vessels do come from, 
or to which all persons may resort for their infiirmation ; and that no 
such master of a ship, pink» keel, boat, lighter, or other yemi, styfl 
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Imt the frei^t or biinging of soch good* take above the rates or priceB 
aet thereupon^ upon pam of fti^ting for every such offence the sum 
of 4As,, to be levied by wairaut mider the hands and seals of one or 
more of his inajcst/s Justices of the peace for Che sedd city or ridings 
where such master of a ship^ l^nk, ked^ boat, lighter, or other vessel 
shall reside, or where sueh goods dull be brought as aforesaid, to the 
use of the said tniston." . 

The trustees or oonmuasioiiera are not " to stop, hinder, or pnjudioe 
the navigation of the river Dun, or Ae new river or cut through whidi 
the said river Jhtn fidls into the river Ouse, commonly called the New 
Ihiich Cut, or to hinder the passage of boats, barges, and other vessels 
through the said river Dun and new cut into the said river Ouse, nor 
to prejudioe the navigation of Aire and DerwenU** 

The undertakers for improving the navigation of the river Dun, 
may remedy obstructions occasioned by the Ouse. 

The commissioners of sewers Ibr the level iif Hatfield Chase^ have 
the same power over the proposed new cuts as they had before, by 
virtue of their eommissbn. 

Any action, &c. to be brought within three months after the £ict ia 
committed. This aet a public act 

By the subsequent act, ftt)m and afler the 2ith of June, 1732, the fol^ 
lowing duties are to be paid :r— on " all and every the . 

goods, wares, and merchandizes, and otlier commodities -^ 

carried and conveyed on the said river Oz<«e above Wharf- 
Mouih (except such manure, dung, compost, or lime only, as shall be 
water-borne, and used and applied in tillage ; and also except all tim- 
ber, stone, and other materials made use of in or about the works ne<* 
cessary for improving of the navigation of the said river) shall pay the 
tolls or mtes following, that is to say. For every ton of wines and 
groceries, almonds, arrack, brandy, cyder, cyder-eger, hops, fish oil, 
line oil, florence oil, scvil oil, and turjicntine oil, rum, spirits, tobacco, 
vinegar, bacon, hams, sides, and pork, cases and chests l^ measure, 
china, coffee, cork, drugs and medicines, dyers* ware (except logwood, 
copperas, and allum) flour, glass, (except green glass bottles) haber- 
dashers' wares, household fiimiture, iron wrought ; linen and linen- 
drapers' wares, lemons, oranges and nuts, leather and calvLS-skin^ 
mcrceryware, silk and woollen, paper white, and bocks, gardeners* 
seeds, salt, tea, and woollen-drapery ware, 2s. 6d. resijectivoly, and so 
in proportion for any greater or less quantity; for every ton of cheese, 
flax, pewter, soap, marble, bell-metal, brass, batter^', and copper, 2s. 
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respectively^ and so in proportion for any greater or leaa quantity ; fir 
every ton of oak bark, com of all aorta, earthen-ware, green f^$» 
bottles, iron cast and on wrought; lead, white and red ; paper, cap, 
white, and brown; g ran n s ee ds, beans and pcaae, impe-aeed, stone, 
tallow, tin-plates and wire, timber, oak, ash, and dm, U. respectively, 
and BO in proportion for any greater or less quantity ; fbr every ton of 
alluro, copperas, logwood, brimstone, bricks, tiles, eoab, hemp, hay, 
lime fbr building, lead, and turft, 6dL respectively, and so in propevtioii 
for any greater or leas quantity ; fiv every firkin, pot, caak, or other 
vessel of butter. Id. £at every hundred of oysters. Id. and that all other 
goods not herein particularly rated shall pay ad vahrem, such rates or 
4uties as shall be ascertained by the commiasionenk*' 

In case of refusal to pay the tolls, the tmotees, &c, may detain any 
vessel, boat, &c ; and if not redeemed within 10 days, may adl goods 
out of her, to answer the same and the chaiges. 

Masters of vessels, &c., must enter goods before they are unladen, 
and give copies of the bills of lading, and pay the tolls before they un- 
lade the vessels, under the penalty of 90i. per ton of goods so nnhulen: 
If required, bills of lading to be attested on oath. 

Trustees may mortgage the tolls so ss not to exceed 5 per cent, in- 
terest, and not to ii^ure a former mortgage. 

The duties to be lessened by the commlBsioners, after moniea bor« 
rowed are discharged. 

Persons removing to avoid penalties, may be followed and their 
goods distrained by a warrant froQi the justices of the district into 
which they remove. 

Casting soil, rubbish, &c., into the river, or laying the same in the 
streets, &c., subject to a penalty of 55., to be levied by warrant, &c.; 
or in case of wanting effects, to be imprisoned till paid ; or in case of 
inability, fbr any time not exceeding 14 days. 

Masters, &c., are liable for the offences of their servants in laying 
soil, &c. 

Justices of the peace for the city, at the quarter sessions, may ap- 
point one or more persons to cleanse the streets, &c., lading to the 
river, or any rivulets running into the same, and for defraying the 
charges, an assessment to be made not exceeding Qd. in the pound. 

In case of non-payment of the said rates for 10 days after demanded, 
the same may be levied by distress and sale, &a 

Any action, suit, &c., must be brought witliin six months. The 
general issue may be pleaded, &c. This act is deemed a public act. 
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CHARITABLE DONATION*. {{97^ 

An ACT of PARLIAMENT, 

J^ASSED JULY 9Tn, 18l2, FOR THE REOI8TERINO AND SECURING Of 

CHARITABLE DONATIONS^ 

16 TO THE FOLLOWINC; PURPORT. 

1st. J HAT a statement of the real and personal estate^ and of the 
gross annual income, investment, and the general and particttlar ob>« 
Jects of all and every charity and haritable donations, for the benefit 
()f any poor or other persons, in any place in England and Wales, which 
nhall have been foundtd, benefited, increased, or secured, together 
With the names of the respective founders or benefactors, and also of 
the person in whose custody, possession, or control, the deeds, wills, 
and other instraraente, whereby such charities or donations shall have 
been established, benefited, or increased, &c. may be ; and also of the 
names of the then tnistecs, feoffs es, or possessors of such real or per- 
sonal estate, shaily after six calendar months from the passing of this 
act, be registered by the persons in trust, in the office of the clerk of 
the peace of the county, or city, or town, being a county of itself, 
within which such poor or other persons shall be ; the statement thud 
iregistered being signed by the persons in trust, and left with the clerk 
of the pence, he must transmit a copy of it to the enrolment office of the 
liigh court of chancery. 

Form, required by the Act. — '* A memorial ot statement^ in pursu- 
ance of an act for the registering and securing of charitable donations, 
whereby it is declared by the undersigned C state the name or names of 
the "persons who sig-n the memorial or statement J That the real or per- 
sonal estate fstate this as the case may be) of the (state the title ot 
appellation of the charily or charitable donation J consists of (state this 
as the case may be ; and if real estate, whether it be in lands, tenements, 
4fr Jicreditamenis, and of wliat tenure, and where the same are situate, or 
whether of any char^ or incttmbrance on any lands, tenements, or here-* 
difamcnts, and whe? e situate ; and if^tersonal estate, describe the nature 
nfit, and how secured), and the gross annual income arising therefrom, 
amounts to (state the sum), and the objects of which charity or cha- 
ritable foundation are (state the general or partiadar objects of the cha-* 
rity) and which charity or charitable foundation was, according to the 
best of my (or our, as the case maybe) knowledge and belief, founded 
by (state Ity wfiom ; and if benefited, increased, or secured Ity any other 
person, state the same, and by whom) and the deeds, wills, and other 
instruinents (state this as the case may be; and if no deeds, wills, or 
ether instruments exist, state the same) are, to the best of my (or our) 

TOL. U'^to follow page 39€. 
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8984^ CHARITABLE DONAtlONl. 

knowledge and belief^ in the custody, poflsession, or control (state (hii 
as the case may he) of (state the name nfihe Wy corporate, or natural 
person) and the trustees, feofiees^ or possessors (state this as the case 
may be) of the said real and personal estate (state this as tJie case may 
btj are, to the best of my (or our) knowledge and belief (state the 
nttme of the body corporate, or natural person, as the case may be), 

C" A. B. 
Signed j" C. D. 
'" E. F. 
" Trustee, or trustees, feoffees, possessor or possessors^ 
of the real or lK^rsonal estate (as the case may be) of 
tlie charity or charitable donation hereby memo- 
rialized and registered/' 

td. Wherever any sudi charity shall be founded, increased, or ae- 
cured by any deed, will, or other instrument ttcreqfler to be made by 
any person, a similar statement shall be registered as aforesaid, within 
twelve months afler the decease of the person by whom such instrument 
«hall have been executed. 

3d. The clerk of the peace to provide, as occasion may require, pro- 
per books of parchment or vellum, wherein such registers shall be made 
and entered ; and the said book to be kept at the ofEce for public use 
mniiuspeclion, together with an index of the charities, distinguishing 
each by the name of the first founder, where known, ix the name by 
which each is generally known. 

4th. In case the persons to be benefited be not wholly within one 
county, the clerk of the peace where tlie charity is registered, shall 
notify, in the London Gazette, the name thereof, as entered in the in- 
dex, and the names of the places wherein the objects of such charity 
lihall be, and the particular or general objects thereof^ and the name 
•f the county wherein the statement is registered. 

5th. If any such charity or charitable donation shall not be duly me- 
morialized, stated, and registered, acconling to the provisions of this act» 
It shall be lawful for any two persons, or more, interested in such cha^ 
rity, to present a petition to the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or 
Lords Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal, or Master of 
the Rolls for the time being, or the Court of Exchequer, complaining 
thereof; and they are hereby required to hear such petition in a sum- 
mary way, and upon affidavits, or such other evidence as shall be pro- 
duced upon such hearing, to determine the same, and to make such 
order therein, and witli respect to the costs of such application and 
proceedings, as to him or them shall seem fit, and which order shall 
be final and conclusive. 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th. ]^Iercly state that no jirocredings as above 
iduU decide any right or title to property so registered, or as to penona 



Digitized by 



Google 



Entitled to tlie benefits of such charities. That each derk of the peace 
^Iicn rsquired, shi^ make search for any memoriak so registered^ and 
khaU give copies thereof^ when required, to all persons willing to pay 
the usual small allowance for the trouble thus occasioned. That the 
clerk shall be paid fbr the trouble and expense occasioned by advertii^ 
Ing in the London Ga2ette ; and that where a^y difficulty shall occur 
!n preparing the statemefkt, (he court of quarter sessionii^ where the 
memorial ib intended to be r^stered, shall alloW fhrther time^ as cir^ 
euinstances may require, hot exceeding six calendar months* 

loth. Tlie court of quarter sessions, as above, to allow the costs slU 
teniling the preparing and registering of the stat^ent to the ^rsoh 
who has efifedted the same, he deducting the sum from the money in 
hand. But these provisions not to extend to any donation not secured 
upon lands, tenements, or directed to be invested in the government^ 
or any public stock or funds, " nor to any thairitable dotlatiofi what^ 
ioever, which, by the direction of the donor there<)f, ot by ^he lawful 
rules ot any charitable ihstitutioh whatsoever, i&ay be wholly or itk 
)pait expended in and about the charitable purposes, fbr which the 
same may have been given; at the discretion of the governors, directors/ 
managers, trustees, Sia of such, charitable institution, at any timd 
whatsoever. 

11th. This act n6t tb extend to any institutfoiis of royal fbulficiation/ 
nor to friendly societies, not to certain infiriniuries, &c. enumerated ik 
iheact. 

l2th. Kot to extend to aity charitable foundation giteh to of fblr thd 
benefit of the society of friends, and tinder the Superintendence and 
lK>ntrol of persons of that persuasion. • 

13th. Not to extend to any cKaritable foundations, the accouhts 6i 
which are directed id be passed in the cCurt of ehancery. 

14th. Wiiere any body corporate, guild, or fttLtemitf, shall be etl* 
trusted with the possession or distribution of divers eharUiei, thelvhold 
inay be registered in one memorial or statement. 

15th. Saving to tbe king, and to all other persons ftuch (wWet tt 
Superintending and r^;ulating charities, aa they respectively had be4 
fore the passing of diis aet^ 
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400# OttlGIN OF THE 

ORIGIN of the MONASTIC LIFE. 

A^ frequent mention !s made In this work, especially in the second 
volume, of the several religious orders, a brief account of them may 
be acceptable to the reader. 

The monastic state originated in the east. In the earliest ages of 
Christianity, many persons, in imitation of the Rechabites, the pro- 
phets, and John the Baptist, under the Jewish dispensation, embraced 
a life of solitude, and dedicated all their time to prayer, fasting, and 
other penitential exercises. They were called " Monks," from living 
alone. Otliers, particularly in time of persecution, retired to lonely 
deserts. In the year 2o0, St. Paul, the first hermit, retired into Up- 
per Egypt; where, having attained his 113th year, he died, in 341. 
About the same time, St. Anthony, afler spending many years in per- 
fect solitude, permitted a numerous body of men to live in community 
with him, and to lead, under his direction, a life of piety and manual 
labour, sanctified by prayer. 

St, Pachomius was the first who composed a written rule for the 
conduct of monks. The communities under his directions inhabited 
the desert of Tabenne, a small island in the Nile, between the *own 
of Girge and the ancient Thebes. Thirty or forty of them composed 
one house ; and 30 or 40 houses composed a monastery, and the desert 
contained about 13 monasteri*^. A Dean was placed over every ten 
monks ; every house had its superior, every monastery its abbot ; and 
a general director superintended the whole. Every Sunday, all the 
monks of a monastery met at its common oratory, to attend at the ce- 
lebration of the Divine ^Mysteries ; and at Easter, the monks of all the 
communities, sometimes amounting to 50,000, assembled in one body, 
for its celebration. Some aiming at higher perfection, retired to a 
stricter solitude. This divided the monks into the Cwnobites, who lived 
in community, and the Anachorites, who lived in separate cells. Each 
separate cell was sometimes bounded by a small inclosure ; their gene- 
ral precinct was called a Laura. The number of these monasteries was 
very grpat, but almost all of them were destroyed by the Saracens. 

St. Atlianasius introduced the monastic state into the west. About 
SOO years afler its first introduction, St. Benedict, an Italian monk, 
iVamed his religious rule for his convent, at Mount Cassino, between 
Rome and Naples. It was formed on that of St. Pachomius, and con<« 
tained the same division of time, for prayer and manual labour ; the 
same silence, the same solitude; but there was some relaxation in 
the article of diet. His rule was embraced by all the monks of the west. 
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A celebrated Protestant historian, IMallet, in his history of the Swiss^ 
rol. i, page 105, speaks thus of their services, rendered to society :— 
'* The Christian Clergy, like the Druids of Gaul, were the only depo- 
sitaries of knowledge; the only lawyers, physicians, astronomers, his- 
torians, notaries ; the only persons acquainted with the Belles Lettresi 
the only persons who could instruct youth. The monks softened, by 
their instructions, tlie ferocious manners of the people ; and opposed 
their credit to the despotism of the nobility; who knew no other occa* 
pation than war, and grievously oppressed their subjects and inferiors. 
On this account, the government of the monks, was preferred to theirs. 
The people sought them for judges : It was a usual saying, that it 
was better to be governed by a bishop's crosier than by a monarch's 
sceptre. The monks were engaged in useful emplojrments; they cleared 
and cultivated barren tracts of land. Next to preaching, agriculture 
was their principal occupation." 

'* When," adds the same author, " we consider the profound igno- 
rance of the nations who established themselves on the ruins of invaded- 
Rome, their exclusive passion for war, their contempt for the sciences^ 
the arts, and even for writing, what was it that preserved the human 
mind from being plunged into the darkness of the greatest barbarism, 
and fVom losing the last remains of Greek and Roman lore ? Nothing 
less than the power of the Christian Religion could subdue those bar- 
barous prejudices. It was necessary there should be a sacred Book, 
wliich made the knowledge of vmting indispensable — a particular class, 
an order of informed men, bound to study and to teach its contents." 

In the Quarterly Review for the month of December, 1811, we 
read : '* The world has been never so deeply indebted to any other 
body of men, as to this illustrious order ; but historians, when relating' 
the evil of which they were the occasion, have too frequently forgotten 
the good which they produced." With this remark the writer fully 
coincides, but still he cannot either recommend or approve the seclu- 
sions fVom the world, at the present day, which these religious orders 
adopted ; yet it is but candid to acknowledge that it might be warranted 
in their times, when persecution pursued the religious, and when ig- 
norance was in open warfare with science and with truth. In the re- 
cords of past ages, we find the characters of the venerable Bede, and 
many others, pourtrayed in colours which must command our admiri^' 
tion, and rivet our attachment ; for though the original course and de- 
signs of the first founders and members of many of the orders which 
we liave here to notice, were, in afler ages, grossly perverted ; piety 
towards the Deity, and good-will towards men, were certainly too 
conspicuous in their actions to pass unnoticed, by any but the children 
of prejudice and error. 

FfS* 
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In consequence of the general devastation and oonftuion, occasioneS 
in Italy, by the Lombards ; in Spaii), by the ^acens ; in France, by 
t^e civil wars among the descendants of Charlemagne ; and in £ng-> 
lami, by the irruption of the Danes ; the Benedictine Monky fell from 
thiir original fervour. St. Odo restored it at Clupi, and several mo- 
nasteries adopted his reform. By degrees, the congregatipp of Cluni 
wanted ft reform. Towards the middle of the 11th century, several 
eminent inen arose in the Benedictine order, and endeavoured to re- 
store it to its ancient purity ; and each, by adding some new statute 
or custoip tp the original rule, became the founder of |i secondary order. 
Such are the Carthusians, the Camaidales, the Celestines, the monlq 
qf Grandmont, the congregation of St. }Iaur, the order of Citeaux, 
and the filiation from it, the monks of La Trappe ; of the latter of 
^hom, a late Protestant fiuthpress )\as spoken in very high terms*. 

The monks of Vallombrosa, in Tuscany, are the first among whom 
Vy brothers are found with that name. They were merely attached 
to the order as servants at first ; but, afterwards, they were permitted 
tp make their yows i and haye been |in(^ looked upon as professed 
l^ligious hrpthers, 

The capons regular of St. Augustin, derive their origin from certain 
rcBpectable ecclesiastics, who, in the 8th century, formed themselves 
ipto a kind of middle order, between the monks of the secular clergy. 
They adopted so much of the monastic discipline, as to have their 
dwellings and ta^le in common, and to assemble aX stated houn for 
the divine service ; but they mode no vows, and often discharged th^ 
(unctions of the holy ministry, in churches committed to their c^re. 
By degrees, relaxation crept into this body, and in the 12th century, 
a considerabl<? reformatipn too^ place, under t]ie aui»piccs of Pope Ni- 
cholas the second, 

Other individuals, in consequence of the sealous exhortations of Ivo, 
t>ishop of Chortres, subjected themselves to an austere moile of living, 
uid resembled the discipline of a monastic life. Hence the distinction 
between the secular and r^ffvlar canons ; the former observing the de- 
^ee of Nicholas 11. — the latter the directions of Ivo, which were formed 
^n the rules laid down in St. Augustin's letters, and thence their name 
tiC Regular Canons uf SL Aug^vsiin, Tlic-y kept public schools, and 
9therway8 rendered thepistlves of great utility to the church. A spirit 
pf relaxation, however, finding its way into their order, St. Ncrbert 
Introduced a reform intp his convent at Preuiontri, in Picardy ; with 
great rnpidity, it spread through Europe, and converts, embracing thii^ 
refomij were thence called FremonsiraUmses. 



? See Lancelot^i Tour to Aletj^ 
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Convents of religious women were founded, the institutes of which 
torresponded with those of the religious orders and oongr^taons above 
noticed, and with some of their principal reforms. 

During many centuries, the Benedictines, and the congregations 
which emanated from them, with the canons of St. Augustin, were the 
only monastic orders of the west ; but, in the 13th century, arose the 
Mendicant orders : These were the Franciscans, the Dominiccau, the 
Carmelites, and the Hermits of St. Augustiru 

The Franciscans were disciples of St. Francis, of Assissium. He 
was a man of little human learning; but, in the science of the saints, 
he had few equals. From humility, he called his religious, Friarg 
Minors, or the little brethren. Their chief employment was in the la- 
borious parts of the sacred ministry. In hospitals, in prisons, among 
the lowest orders of the poor, in every place where labour and danger, 
without any worldly remuneration, attended the exercise of the mi- 
nistry, there the Franciscan friars were sure to be found. Many of 
them were also eminent for their learning ;' and some were exalted to 
Che highest ecclesiastical dignities. 

There are three orders of St. Francis. The first divaricated into the 
Conventual Friars, who admitted mitigations into their practice of the 
rule ; and the ObservarUine Friars, who derived their name from their 
etricter observance of it. In France, they were caUed Cordeliers, from 
•.cord, with which they girded their habit. The principal of the re« 
formed congr^;ation9> are the Recollects, or Grey Friars, and^ the 
Capuchins. 

The second order of St. Francis, is that of the poor Clares, and is re« 
markable for its extreme severity. The third order was instituted by 
St Francis, for persons of both sexes living in the world, but united 
by certain rules, compatible with a secular life. This institute was 
imitated by the Dominicans and Carmelites. There were some mo« 
nasteries, particularly in Flanders, of Nuns, who were called of the 
third order of St. Francis : they vowed inclosure, and had a n^itigated 
rule. 

The Dominicans derive their name from their founder, St. Dominic 
He first adopted the rule of the Canons Regular, of St. Augustin, for 
which he afterwards substituted that of St. Benedict, but with so many 
alterations, as almost to make it a new rule. Public instruction was 
his great object ; hence the disciples of St. Dominic were called the 
Preaching Fryars. 

The Carmelites derive their name from Mount Carmel, which, from 
the earliest time, an uninterrupted succession of hermits are said to 
have inhabited, till the 12th or 13th century ; nrhen the rule of the 
Carmelites, as now observed, was established by St. Simon Stock, in 
Palestine. Albcric^ their 3th general, removed from Palestine ; and 

F f 4* 
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houses (^ their order were established in many parts of Europe. A 
reform was introduced into the order, by the exertions of St. Theresa. 
Those who embraced the reform, were, from their not wearing shoes, 
called the Discakeated, orunsbodden Canuelites, in opposition to those 
who continued CcJceated, or sbodden. 

The Hermiit of St, Augviiin derive their institute fhnn a bull of 
pope Alexander IV., which collected into one order, under that name, 
several orders of hermits, and presented a rule for their government. 
An order is considered to be strictly mendicant, when it has no fixed 
income, and derives its whole subsistence fh>m casual bounty. To 
that St Francis did not wish his brethren to have recourse, till they 
£mnd their own exertions and earnings insufficient. '* I labour," says 
the humble founder, " and wish all my brethren to labour incessantly, 
dm a decent livelihood. Let those who have not learned any laborious 
employment, learn one ; not from an improper desire of gain, but ss a 
good example, and to keep off idleness; and when we do not receive 
the wages of our labour, let us then approach the table of the Lord; 
and beg from door to door." 

Experience soon discovered (hat many spiritual and many temporal 
evils attended mendicity. In consequence of these, some of the Fran- 
ciscan establishments, and almost all the establishments of the three 
ether orders, b^un to acquire permanent property. This the churdi 
£rst permitted, and afl.r^\ards countenanced; and the council of 
Trent confined menilicity to the Observantines and Capuchins. 

In 1534, St. Ignatius laid the foundation of ihe Saciefff of Jesus, and 
the order existed during two centuries. The Jesuits were, however, 
put down in 1 776, by Pope Clement XIV. ; but were restored the 
16th of August, 1814, by the present Pontiff, Pius VII. 

The Oratorians, the Lti^arists, and the Su/piciens, were either 
founded or first established in France, during the refgn of Louis XIV. 
They lived in community, without being bound by religious vows, in 
the observance of certain settled rules. The Oratorians were particu** 
larly given to Hie study of theology and sacred literature. The Laza* 
rists and Sulpiciens courted obscurity. The character of the Sulpi- 
dens, given by Bausset, the fbnncr bishop of Alais, in his very inte* 
resting life of Fenelon, may be applied equally to the Lazarists.— * 
*' Avoiding public notice, engaging in no contest, resigning to others 
those gootl works which confer celebrity, it was theirs to be actively 
employed in the service of the church, in the most obscure and hum-< 
ble functions ; and, within that modest but usetul line of duty, their 
exertions were uniformly limited." 

0£ Military Orders iT\ the church of Rome, there were the Knights 
ffSt^ jQhn ofjprvsalpn^ who, after the loss of ^he Jloly Land, retire* 
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Urst to CypTTw ; thence to Rhodes^ and in 1522, to Malta ; and from 
that time have been generally known by the appellation of Kftighis of 
Mait(L The Knights Templars were estiiblished aliout the same time, 
and took their name from a monastery, given them by Baldwin, second 
king of Jerusalem, which immediately Joined the temple in his palace. 
They 3were suppressi'd by the Council of Vienne, anno 1312. The 
Teutonic Order was founded in the model of that of the Knights Tem- 
plars, in 1191. The order of A7. Ijimrus was originally founded, to 
take care of persons infected with leprosy ; in the course of time it be- 
came a military order. It returned with St. Louis into Europe, in 
1954, and was afterwards united with the order of oiu- Lady of Mount 
Carmel, in France, and with that of St. Maurice, in Savoy. All these 
orders displayed heroic acts of valour during the prevalence of that ab- 
surd rage, in Christendom, which produced the enteriirizes of the Cru- 
foders, to recover the Holy Land. 



THE RIVER OUSE 

Being neeeasarily noticed in various parts of this work> it is requisite 
the writer should give a brief sketch of its source and course ; but in 
doing this, he will avoid the uninteresting arguments which at various 
times have arisen relative to the origin of the name. 

The Ure, which is termed the Ouse^ after its junction with the 
Swale, a little below Isurium, rises amongst the Cot ferine Hilh, in 
the farthest part of Richmondshire, about 14 miles beyond Middleham 
It collects many tributary streams in its course through the beautifiil 
valley of Wensleydale, and then flows, with a bold current, for many 
milea within the North-Riding. After y}assing Ousebum, where the 
name changes, it runs to Linton-upfm-Otise, Newton^upon-Ouse, and' 
Nun-Monkton ; where it is joined by the river Nid, Thence it 
pursues its course to Red-House, Overton, Nether Popplefon, CHfton, 
and YoKK. Here it is augmented by the stream of the Foss, and Hows 
on past Water FuJford, Bitliop-Tfiorp, &c. with a winding course, al- 
most full Boutli, forming a boundary between the East and West Hid- 
ings. Near Nun-Appleton, about 8 miles from York, the Ouse is cok» 
fliderably augmented by the junction of the Wharf; and hence it flows 
south-east by Selbify till, about 4 or 5 miles further, it begins to pur- 
sue an easterly course, and soon receives the Derweni, The Otise ia 
next joined by the united streams of the Colder and Air, within a 
quarter of a mile of -BooM-Ferry. Two or three miles further the 
Ouse receives the Don, and thus augmented, its stream is as broad as the 
Thames, near London ; it is also soon after further enlarged by its 
confluence with the Trent^ at Bromejkei, and there chsngca its name 
t» that of The Humber. 
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Respecting the NavigatioTi of the Quae from the Humher to Yatk, 
in former ages^ Drake remarks to the following purport : Free and 
open it must have heen anciently^ with a atrong flow of tide; or such 
ships as Malmshury speaks of, which then navigated the German and 
Irish seas, could not have sailed up to unlade their hurdens, in the 
heart of the dty. Invaders of this country, with their fleets, some* 
times consisting of five hundred sail or more, came very h^ up the 
Ouse, before they landed, as may he seen hy the accounts recorded in 
this History ; on some occasions, within six miles of the city. 

Drake concludes his observations with stating, there is ^' irequently 
a strange flow or back torrent of water, not ruled by the tides, called 
the Eager. This makes a mighty noise at its approach, so as to be 
heard at some miles distance ; and, if it was not well known, would 
cause a great deal of terror to the country about it. The cause of this 
preternatural current I shall leave for the naturalist to determine/' 

In process of time, the trade of York, and the navigation of the 
Ouse, rapidly declined. Various proposals were made, and plans sug- 
gested for their restoration, with little effect. But in the reign of 
George the First, the act was procured, the substance of which is given 
in this volume, and it has contributed more to the improvement of the 
navigiition than any preceding measure. To enter into the particulara 
of this l^^ative enactment would be superfluous, as they are already 
given. It will therefore be sufficient here to remark, that on Saturday 
the 24th of June, 1727, tonnage was first taken on all water-borne 
goods, towards defraying the expenses of the improvements efl^pted 
by it. 

In this volume, page 126, an account is already given of the fi!^!'^ 
garths, which were in the rivers Ouse and Humber, about the yeai 
1530. And at page 344 to 346, is a description of the Court of Con- 
servation of the river Ouse, a most singular privilege possessed by the 
chief magistrate of York. 

About 50 years ago, a lock was built a little below Nabnm, 4 miles 
from York, prior to which time, the flow of the tide was observed al 
Ouse-bridge, a course of 80 miles from the sea, to be 4 feet ; but since 
Nabum lock was built, the river on this ade of it is not affected by 
the tide, except when the lock is under repair. In the second vo- 
lume of this work, pages 168 and 169, are accounts of the Old and 
New Cranes, in Skeldergate, which are closely connected with this 
navigation. The writer has, therefore, only to notice, in oonclurion^ 
the number of vessels, with thdr oamea and tonnage, which are con 
aected with the trade of York, 
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REGULAR TRADERS. 

Londo* and York. 

TONg TONS 

tOuse, Plaxton , 160 Spring, Bailey ^ 110 

Means, Lea^ 140 Vinp, Steele ^ 140 

£bor» Colljer ., 160 Masham, Handley ISO 

York, TiU , laO JubUec, Plaxton 120 

Wethcrby, Temperton 130 Dairymaid, Corbctt 100 

Knaresbrou^h, Sbilleto,. 110 Ripon, Leetham..v 110 

HuU and Vorfc 

TOKg TO^i 

Active, North 00 William and Sarah, Darbyshire . 60 

Phcenix, North 90 Carysfort, Whitehead ., 00 

Ploughman, Stephenson „ 65 Friends, Scaling ,., 60 

Piienda» Stephenson , 60 SooceeB, TooUe ,„ 60 

Gainthorough and York, 

TONS Toirs 

Biotfaen, WindnaQn ............... 80 Resolution, GumiH ^ m. IM) 

Rotherham and York, 

Charles and Eliza, Deamaly 65 Torn. 

SeOn/ and York, 
flohn and Mary, Field (Packet Boat) ...... 40 Top& 

Ripon and York* 

TOWS TOKi 

York, Howling , 60 Borougfabridge, Kerndgo ......... 60 

Leed* and York. 

TOWS TOKg 

Leeds Packet, Hewitt 60 Fly PackeL.................. 25 

Ripon and Hull, 

TOWS TOWS 

Industry, Kitchen €0 Poor Brothers, Pew 60 

Good Intent, Wrigg^esworth 60 Phccbe, ScatcUerd 60 

Tra£dgar, HaidcasUe 60 

Ncwcaitie and York* 

Britain, SwiA GO Tons. 

Besides the above rt^ailar Traders, there are many vessels employed in the oors 
fmd coal trades, and the following Packet Boats : — 
One from Newton-on-Ouse, which arrives ard returns every Saturday, 
One from Cawood, arrives and returns on the same ('ay. 
One from Bub with, about once in six weeks, carries 3r> Tons. 
Also a Steam Packet, from Hull and Selby ; at first every day, but now very 
uncertain. 



Wgttelt which paued through Naburn Lock from Jen. 1, 1815, to Jan, 1, 1816^ 

Vessels that paid lock dues 2395 

Bitto, with lime, that pay no lock dues 296 

pittOj with manure, about ,..« • 200i«— 389| 
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THE RIVER FOSS 

Rises in the ancient forest of Galores^ a little above Shcriff-Hatton ; 
and^ pursuing the course^ whicb^ no doubt» was fonncd by the lio- 
roans, enters the suburbs of the city of York, flows by the walls of the 
county g&ol, into Browney* Dike ; and, crossing the new walk, yields 
to the Ouse its tributary stream. 

The situation of tlie grand bason, or reservoir, which the waters of 
the Fobs anciently formed, is already mentioned in pages 33 and 34 of 
the second volume. 

Gough, in his edition of Camden, confirms this account by quoting 
3Ir. Drake's authority for supposing it made by the Romans to drain 
the great forest of Galtres, and serve as a bason or harbour for vessels. 
This prodigious collection of water had five bridges over it. The Foss, 
which has undergone many improvements, Ibrmerly surrounded the 
castle and CUffbrd's tower, as mentioned at page 227, &:c. of vol. 2. And 
referring from the times of the Romans, to those of more modem date^ 
we find it is termed a Fi;ih Pond, and belonged to the crown ; for in 
30th of Edward the Third, it is called Stagno Dom. Regis de Foss, as 
appears by an inquisition. In the reigns of Edward I. of Henry IV. 
and Henry VI. it is also termed the royal fishery. This fishery, called 
Foss Dyke, was grunted to the Archbishop of York, for the terra of 21 
years, the 18th of Henry VII.; but afterwards the whole river and 
fishery were granted to the Nevils, lords of Sherifi-Ilutton, fh>m whom 
it came to the Ingrams, and afterwards to the faii^ily of Lord Irwin. 

In 1793, an act of parliament was obtained '^ For making and main- 
taining a navigable communication from die junction of the river Foss, 
with the river Ouse at or near the city of York, to Stillington mill, 
in the parish of Stillington, in the north-riding of the county of York; 
and for draining and improving certain lew lands lying on each side of 
the said river Foss." Also in 18U1, an act was passed to explain and 
amend the above, so far as relates to the navigation ; and for enabling 
the company of proprietors to complete the same. 

To these two acts of parliament the writer must refer those who are 
anxious fcr further particulars, as the limits of this work will not ad« 
mit of a more minute detail. 

* The Brownep, in the dark ages of ^-up^rbtitifm, implied a spedes of evil spi- 
rits, which differed trom the fairies t tlie laiter being ounsidered sm good spirits,— 
This Bro-h'u.^ Dike is a place where boy** generally resort to bathe and Itarn to 
swim. Hci.ce it is not imj)robablc, that tliii appellation may have been given by 
their parents, to deter them from the daageious exercise. 
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Ihincipal Citie$,Tonm8j Bathing 8f Watering Places^ Sfe* 

IN TUE KINGDOM. 

TJte Utter S. prccedinjZt denotes a Sea^BuiMng Place, 
Tlu tetter JT., an Inland Water inff-Place. 

N. B. Aftsr KEKDAL U pven • Route through the LAKES. 



Aberdeen . • 
Aberford . • 
Abergavenny . 
S. Aberistwith 
Abingdon • . 
Ackworth . . 
AiNSTV — For its Villages 

see page 101. 
Aldl:>orough ... 16 
S. Aldborough, Suf. 229 



Milct 
. 298 
. 13 
^ 231 
. 215 
. 1»1 
. 27 



AliiwicL . . . 
Altqn .... 
Ambleside • . • 
AniJrbham . . 
Andover . . . 
S. Applcdorc, Dcv, 
Appleby . . . 
Arundel • • • 
Aahburton . • 
Ashoy de la Zouch 
Askri,^ . . . 
Athcrstone . • 
Aulccster • . • 
Axbridge • . . 
Axmin^tcr • . • 
Aylesbury . . . 
Baldock. . . 
Banbury . . . 
Bangor . . . • 
Barmby-Moor Inn 
fiamard-Castle . 
Bamet .... 
Barnsley . . . 
BamstAplc . . . 
Basingstoke • . 

Ff'. Bath . . . 
Bawtry .... 
Beaumaris . • • 

Bedale .... 



. 113 

238 

103 

. 193 

. 220 

. 325 

. 82 

24» 

3211 

. 105 

. 58 

117 

. 152 

.247 

. 288 

. 169 

. 162 

. 161 

. 172 

. 11 

. 57 

. 186 

. 38 

. 314 

. 228 

222 

. 46 

. 168 

. 30 



Mllet 

Bedford 154 

Berwick 145 

Beverley «... 29 

Bingley 40 

Birmingham . . . 132 
Bishop Auckland* . 58 
S. Blackpool ... 102 
Blarkstonc Edge . . 51 
Blandford . . . . 261 
BIythe . . . . « 60 

Bodmin 3(7 

S. Bognor . . . . 2C3 
Bolton Abbey, near 

Skipton .... 42 
Boroughbridge . . 17 

Boston 109 

Bradford .... 34 
Bramham Park . . 15 
Brecknock .... 216 
Bridgenorth . . .144 
Bridgewatcr . • .263 
Bridport .... 287 
S. Bri/rhthelraston . 252 
S. BriiJtol .... 228 
S. BroadstaiT8,I.ofT.27l 
Broomsgrove . • •145 
Bubwith .... 14 
Buckingham • . . 162 

Builth 260 

Bungay 214 

Burford 181 

Burton - Constable, 

JIo'dernesM . • . 48 
IUi:t;m on Trent . . 104 
Burlington .... 40 
S* Burlington-Quay. 41 
Bury St. Edmunds . 180 
JV. Buxton ... 70 
Byland Abbey . . 20 



Mikf 
. 240 
. 184 
. 154 
. 163 
. 250 



Caermartlien 
Caernarvon . 
(Cambridge . . 
Campden, GL 
Canterbury . . 

CardiflT 252 

Cardigan .... 247 

Carlisle 114 

Castle Hovvard . . 15 
Catterick-Di^dge . . 40 
CavcCastle, South Cave 27 

Cawood 10 

S. Channouth . . .240 
Chelmsford . . . 191 
W. Cheltenham . . 184 
Chepstow .... 227 
Chester ..... 107 
ChesterBeld ... 68 
Chichester .... 257 
Chippenham . . . 220 
Chipping Norton • . 176 
Christchurch ... 267 
Cirencester. ... 198 

Clithero 60 

.ST. Coatham ... 50 
Cockemiouth . • .131 
Coldstream. ... 139 
Colchester ... 1 199 
Cottingwith, East . 12 
Coventry .... 130 
iJ. Cowes, I. ofW. . 296 
Crake Castle ... 12 
Crewklicme, Stmu . 275 
S. Cromer, Nor, . 203 

Darlington ... 48 
Dartford .... 213 
Dartmouth . . . 338 
Davcntry . . . .132 
S. Drawhsh . *. .330 
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Dad. . 

Dcnbijjh 
Dent. • 
Derby . 
Devizes . 
Dcwsberry 
Doncaster 
Dorclietttor 
S. Dover 
Driffield, Great 
Droitwich 
DucUey . 
Dufficld, North 
Dumfries 
Dunmow 



Dimcombe Park and Rie- S. Hastings 



vaxUx Abbey 
Dunst&ble < • 
Durham • • 
Dursley . • • 

Easin^old . 
S. Eastbourne 
Eccleshall . • 
Edinbur^ . . 
Ely .... 
Epping . . . 
Epsom • • • 
Ebcrick . . • 
Eversham . • 
Exeter . . . 
Exniouth . . 

Falmouth • 
Famham . . 
Ferrybridfje . 
Flaihbiough . 
Flint . . . 
5. Kowey . . 
Fountain*8 Abbey 
Fromc . . . 
Fulford . . 4 
Fulncck . • 

Gainsborough 
Garraby Irn . 
W' Gilslsnd . 
Green Ilammerton 
Greu Bridge 
Glasgow . 
Glouce|teT . 



Miles 
. 273 
. 136 
. 59 
. 92 
. 226 
. 33 
. 37 
.277 

. 2r)U 

. 2*» 
. 151 
. 133 
. 11 



.178 



Gomersall, Great 
Grantham • 
Gravesend * 
Grini«-"hy • 
GuilJford . 
Ouisborou^ 
Guisbum . 
Halifax . 
Halstead . 
Harborough 
H.'ircw(MHl Houiifc 
rf^ Harrogate . 
S. Hartlepool . . 
S. Hartvich . . 
Hflslemere . . . 



Ilcbester. . • . 2f9 
Inverness . « • . 63^ 

Jpwich 2d$ 

& Illracombe ... 830 
Kei;;hley ... 49 
51 KelKngton, Com, . 351 

53 KcncUdl 99 

Through Vte Lakrt «t 

Lancaster, i*vu to 
Hawgwater, thro* Long 
Slcddale . ... 15 
Penrith, by Bramptod 
and Loirther . . 12 
UlsWater Foot . 5 
Patterdale, or head of Uls- 

water 9 

Amblesibb, oter Kirk- 
stone 9 

Kesirick, fromUlswater 15 
Lodoie Water-Pall . 3 

23 Grange 1 

6 B(i wdar StoneCastle Hill 1 
Ro6thirait6 ... 1 
Seatliwaite .... 84 
Wast Water, over Stye- 
head 4{ 

Kes\v^ick9 by Waten- 

lathe . . . . 13| 

2 Armthwaite, down the 

103 East side of Bassen- 

263 thwaite water . . S 



ArOei 
. 31 
. 88 
. 217 
. 70 
. 2'-H5 



42 

1R9 

123 

21 

21 

61 

215 

238 

263 

277 



. 23 Haverfordwest 

. 175 Hawes 47 

. 67 Hay < 202 

. 209 Hcdon 45 

4 13 Helni^ley . . . 

. 260 Hehiislcy, Gate . 

. 115 HelmsUy, Over . 

. 181 Helperby . . . 

. 162 Helstone . . . 

. 186 lUnley on Thames 

. 214 Hereford . . . 

6 Hereford • • . 

. 171 lUiJingtoH . . 

. 307 Hcxhaita . • . 

. 325 Hilhe .... 

% 3!)9 noItneonSpald.Moorl9 Keswick, up the other 



7 
16 
404 
212 
182 
174 



. 235 Holyhead . 

, 22 Holywell . 

44 Horsham . 

119 Hornsea . 

, 374 Hounslow . 

, 28 Ilowden . 

, 246 Horvsham . 

. 1 Huby . . 

, 31 Hudilersfield 

57 HuU. . . 

, 12 ttim{,-erford 

, 132 Hunnianby 

10 Huntingdon 

54 Huntington, Yorlit* 

230 Hutton, Sand . * 

191 Hutton, Sheriff • . 



196 

126 

231 

33 



side . 4 • 
Kirkadale . . 

BuTTBKftEftE 

Scale Porre • 



5 

3 

H 



. 204 LorCbn frcim Buttermere, 

. 20 down Crutamock water 

. 12 Keswick . . . . 7i 

9 Castle-ri^. . • • I 

. 39 Leathes water . 4 

. 38 Dunmaile-raise-etones 44 

. 212 Grasmere ... 24 

. 38 RvDAt . • . • 2 

4 138 Ambleside ... 8 

3 Bowhess • • • • 6 

7 Ferry-hotiiBe, across Win-r 

10 dtmicirt « • • • I' 
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Aawkeshdid . • . 4 
€oxi8tok-water- 

Head . . • • 3 
Coniston-water-foot • 6 
Lowick Bridge . . ^ 
Penny Bridge ... 2 

Booth 2 

Kewby Bridge . • 3 

Newton 8 

Withenlack ... 4 
Levens . . • . • 4 
Milntborpe • . • 2 
Burton « . « . • 4 

Bolton 7 

Lancaster ... 4 
Ulverston, from Lowick 

Bridge « • . < 5 
Fumess Abbey, by Dal- 

ton 6 

Carter Howe, from Ul- 

verston .... 1 

HoHcer 3 

Cartmd, or Flookburgh 2 
Carter Honse * , * 2 
Hest-bans, over Sands 9 
Lancaster .... 3 

Kexby € 

Kidderminsfcer s .144 
Kingston . « . # 208 
KirbymooTftide . • 28 
Kirkstall Abbey, near 

Leeds . ... 26 
Kirkham Priory, near 

Whitwcn ... 13 
Knaresbrough . . 18 

Landaff ^ ... 249 
Lancaster .... 89 
Langvith .... 2 
Launceston . . . 960 
W. Leamington . . 142 

Lcedi 24 

Leek 103 

I^eicester . . . .109 
Leominster . < .174 
Lingcroft • • • • 3 
Linton ..... 10 
Xbkeard «... 355 





MUet 


L<ewes • • * . •' 


. 245 


Leybum • . . 


. 43 


Lincoln .... 


. 72 


Litchfield . . . 


. 116 


8, Little Hampton 


. 259 


Liverpool . • . 


.107 


Llanbeder, Car.t 


.215 


Llanymddovry * 


. 219 


Lobster House . 


* 7 


LoxDoy . . 4 


. 198 


Londesbrough . 


. 21 


Loughborough • 


* 98 


Louth .... 


- 92 


A'.Lowestoff . < 


.232 


Ludlow .... 


. 163 


S, Lyme Regis . 


.241 


S* Lymington . 


i 267 


Lynn .... 


. 152 


Macclesfield . 


. 91 


Maidstone . . . 


. 230 


Maiden * . * . 


. 200 


Mahnesbnry • . 


.214 


Mahon .... 


. 18 


W. Malveme, Great 165 


Manchester . . 


. 70 




. 80 


S, Margate * . 


.268 


Market llaisin « 


. 63 


Market-Weighton 


. 19 


Marlborough . . 


. 212 


Marske, nrGuisbro' 67 


Masham ... 


. 26 


TT. Matlock . . 


. 82 


Mekon Mowbiay 


. 102 


Middleham - « . 


. 36 


MidliUTSt . . 4 


. 248 


Minehead . . • 


. 288 


Monmouth . . 


. 216 


Montgomery . . 


. 163 


Morj^eth . . . 


* 97 


Murton . «' . . 


. 3 


M>'ton . . . # 


- 15 


Nalmrn .• . - 


. 4 


Namptwich . . 


. 108 


Newark. . . . 


. 74 


Newbury * . . 


. 210 


NewbylljUl . . 


. 19 


Newcastle on Tyn* 


e. 80 



MiUi 
Newcastle imd. Lyne 1<^ 
Newent, Gkh . . 191 
Newmarket . . . \&k 
Newport, L of W. . 281 
Newport, Moiu . . 240 
Newport, Petnib. . 250 
Newport Pagndl . 148 
Northallertoa « . 8S 
Northampton . .140 
Norwich . « • • 221 
Nottingham ... 94 
Nun-Appleton • . 
Oakham. ... US 
OaUhampton • . . 32fr 
Orf«rd < .... 222 
Osbaldwick < . . 2- 

Otlcy 30 

Oundle 120 
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